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PRINCE OF BRAZIL, &c. &e. &c 



Sir, 

TINDER the sanction of Your Royal Highness, I per- 
fimned the Travels in your dominions of Brazil, of which 
the following is a Narrative : in obedience to the command 
with which Your Royal Highness honoured me on my de- 
parture from Rio de Janeiro, I now submit it to the Public. 

Vitbiassed either by partiality or prejudice, I have endea- 
voured to give a clear and feithful relation of what I have 
seen. In describing the present state of Mining and Agricul- 
ture in your dominions, I have taken the liberty to suggest 
some improvements, which, in my humble opinion, would 
tend to inCTease the revenue of Your Royal Highness, and 
multiply the resources of the country. These are the princi- 
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pal grounds on which I rest my hope, that the work, notwith- 
standing its imperfections, will be found not unworthy of 
being patronized by a Prince, whose happiness consists in pro- 
moting that of his subjects. 

On this occasion I cannot but express the deep r^et I 
feel at the decease of that excellent member of Your Royal 
Highnesses cabinet, the Gond^de Linhares, whose goodness 
and greatness of mind encouraged every pursuit tending to 
the public advantage, with a zeal which true patriotism alone 
could inspire. Had he lived, I might have presumed on his 
receiving these pages with that kind and friendly partiality 
which ever distinguished his conduct towards me. Bereft of 
that Nobleman's protection, I stand unsupported before Your 
Royal Highness, to whose patronage I submit this work, as a 
testimonial of the high respect with which I have the honoui^ 
to be 

Your Royal Highnesses most obliged 

and most humble servant, 

JOHN MAWE. 
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TRAVELS, &c. 



CHAP. I. 

Voyage to Cadiz and thence to the Bio de la Plata. — Mirfortunes at 
Monte Video. — Character of the Inhabitants* — Trade. — Geological 
• Remarks. 

^ A TRAVELLER who ventures to present his Narrative to the 
^^ Publicy is generally encouraged by the conviction that it con- 



tains novel and interesting information. This is my case ; and I 
beg leave^ before I begin my story, briefly to state the subject of 
it to the Reader, in order that he may perceive the grounds on 
which it claims his attention. 

In the year 1804, I was induced to undertake a voyage of com- 
mercial experiment, on a limited scale, to the Rio de la Plata. 
On my arrival at Monte Video, the ship and cargo were seized ; 
I was thrown into prison, and afterwards sent into the interior, 
where I was detained until the taking of that place by the British 
troops under Sir Samuel Auchmuty. I afterwards obtained leave 
to accompany the army under General Whitelocke, which was 
sent against Buenos Ayres, and I rendered such services to the 
expedition as my two years' residence in the country enabled me 
to perform. At the termination of that expedition, I went to Rio 
de Janeiro. A letter of introduction to the Viceroy of Brazil^ 
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which was given me by the Portugueze ambassador at London, 
gained me the notice and protection of his brother, the Cond6 de 
Linhares, who had then just arrived with the rest of the Court, and 
who recommended me to the Prince Regent, as a |)erson devoted 
to mineralogical pursuits, and desirous of exploring the ample 
field for investigation, which his rich. and extensive territories pre- 
sented. His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to further my 
views, not only by granting me letters to the public functionaries 
of the various places I wished to visit, but by ordering an escort of 
soldiers, and every other necessary provision for performing the 
journey. I had the more reason to be grateful for this munificent 
patronage, because I knew that a decree existed prohibiting all 
foreigners from travelling in the interior of Brazil^ and that no 
other Englishman had ever begun such an undertaking with those 
indispensible requisites to its success, the permission and j^aoctjon 
of the Government. 

Obier\'ations, made, in the course of these "Travels, on the 
county and on its inhabitants, ^conftitate the main part of the 
fokiine now offered to the pul^c. Whatever be tlieir faults or their 
merits, they relate to a subject at present extremely interesting, 
both in a political and a commercial point of view ; they profess 
to develope the physical resources of a colony which, through 
recent changes, is likely to become an empire; and in part, to 
portray the character of a nation which is now the most ancient, 
and has ever been the roost inithful, ally of Great Britain. 

In the year before-ttientioned, pursuant to my design of visiting 
the Rio de la Plata, I obtained His Majesty's licence to go thither 
in a vessel (my own property by a bottomry-bond) under Spanish 
coloum, a precaution rendered necessary by oiir being at war with 
Frftnce, and by the hourly expectation of a rupture with Spain. 
My licence was, strictly speaking, * special one, « protecting all I 
*^ had on board the Spanish vessel, if, in case of a rupture with 
" Slpain, ©he should b* taken by any of our ships of war, priva* 
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^ fieerS)^. &c. I. saUed 6a the first of August I8Q4, aikd after a hit 
voyage arrived at Cadiz. It there became necessary to conform to 
the GoJooial regulatiotns of the government, which require that att 
articles of merchandize sent to South America be landed and entered 

« 

at the Gusiom-Housej where, on payment of a fee, they receive the 
0«oes8ary inarks to make them pass for produce or manufactures of 
the mother^country. During my stay in this port occurred that unfor* 
tunate capture of the homeward-bound frigates by the British squa^r 
dron off Cape Finisterre ; which, as may naturally be supposed, 
rendered the situation of an Englbhman in Cadiz iextremely embar^ 
rassing. War soc^ to)ke out between the two countries, and this^ 
port was rigorously blockaded. In addition to the ills which befel 
me in consequence, I was near falling a victim to the plague which 
was then raging, and which swept away almost a fourth part of 
the inhabitants of Cadi2> of Gibraitar,. and of other places in that 
region^ The effects of this awfnl scourge were visible in every 
social circle ; almost in every family ; and perhaps the despondency 
caused by witnessing them, contributed to extend its fatal sway« 
I still shudder to remember, that of a party of strangers, amount- 
ing to five (myself included), who took coffee together one Saturday 
evening in perfect healthy I,, on the Monday-*week following, waa 
the sole survivor. The progress of the disorder was so rapid, that 
three of them died on the fourth day. It would be tedious to 
detail the particulars of my own case ; but a short account of it 
will not perhaps be without its use to those who may, at any future 
time, be exposed to similar danger. 

The first symptoms I felt were extreme lassitude, heaviness, 
and tremor, accompanied with a considerable degree of ferer^ 
which I first observed while on my way to dine witli a friend* 
I returned to my lodgings and took a grain of calomel, as had 
been my daily custom for some time. This precaution had been 
suggested to me by a skilful chemist in London, who furnished me 
ivith a quantity of that medicine, to be regularly taken whenever 
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I waft exposed to contagion of any kind* Bdieving^ however, that 
toy complaint was only a bad cold, 1 took some tea and retired to 
bedy but passed a restless night. In the morning while at break- 
fast, among the Spanish family with whom I lodged, my appear* 
ance, and aversion to food, excited the apprehensions of the lady 
of the house, a humane and (to use an expressive family-phrase) 
9, motherly woman, who assured me that I had the plague. Un- 
willing to believe her, though continually growing worse, I increased 
my dose of calomel and took tea very copiously. In the afternoon^ 
of the day following I wrote to the worthy Mr. Duff, the consul- 
general, requesting him to send Dr. Fife, an English physician,' 
who, on visiting me, confirmed what my hostess liad said, adding 
however that the symptoms were favourable. He prescribed no 
medicines, but ordered me to take tamarinds and hot mint tea at 
intervals in large quantities, Af^er a third restless night, I fbuncl 
my pulse was above 130, and the fourth day brought the crisis of 
nay disorder. At night I was suddenly seized with extreme sick-- 
ness, which lasted the longer, by reason of the great quantities of 
liquid I had taken; a profuse perspiration ensued, and did not 
a1»te until I was reduced from a robust habit of body to a state 
ef extreme meagreness and debility. I now recovered rapidly,^ 
and: in six days was enabled to visit my friends. Dr, Fife assured 
me that the favourable turn of my illness was owing to the calomel 
I. had previously taken, and added, that if I had doubled the 
dose, on the first appearance of the symptoms, there would, pro- 
bably, have been no occasion for his attendance. 
, War being now formally declared, the port of Cadiz was 
blockaded with greater rigour than ever, and I had many diffi-^ 
culties to encounter in preparing to continue my voyage. The ill 
conduct of my captain threw additional obstacles - in my way, 
and gave me doubts respecting his character and experience, which 
in the sequel proved but too well-founded. At length the cargo, 
having passed the Custom-House conformably to the understood 
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conditions, was sa&ly embarked, and in the latter end of Marcfar 
1805 we sailed. Our crew consisted wholly of Genoese and Ca«- 
talans, with the exception of the pilot, a Biscajan, and one good' 
Portuguese sailor. As might naturally be expected, we were de^ 
tained by one of the blockading squadron, the Amphion, an officer 
belonging to which, accompanied me to the Admiral, Sir John 
Orde, who, after examining my papers, treated me with every 
civility, and gave me a certificate directing all ships of war, &c; 
of his squadron not to molest us, but to render us, if necessary, 
all the assistance in their power. This protection was of service 
to us some days afterwards, when we were boarded by the Mer- 
cury frigate, but, on exhibition of our documents, immediately per* 
mitted to proceed. On another occasion, however, it availed us 
but little ; we were detained by a cutter privateer from Guernsey, 
manned by a set of ruffians, whose captain, after occupying me for 
two hours with his insults and menaces, at length suffered me to 
pursue my voyage. It is scarcely necessary to advert to another 
detention within four leagues of Santa Cruz in Teneriffe, by the 
Tartar lugger, also from Guernsey, unless for the sake of contrast* 
ing the handsome treatment I e^tperienced from its commander, 
with tlie brutal conduct of the other Guernsey-man. 

We touched at Santa Cruz solely for the purpose of t king in 
water, having sailed from Cadiz with a strong Levant or easterly 
wind, which, as it was a rare advantage, did not allow us time to 
lay in a stock for the voyage. During our short stay here, I was 
permitted, after undergoing an examination, to collect some geolo- 
gical specimens ; they were all of the volcanic species, intermixed 
with olivin and augite. 

Continuing our course to the southwards, we had for some days 
a strong trade wind, but were afterwards exposed to a succession 
of those calms which frequently prevail between the 7th and 2d 
degrees of latitude north of the tine. The tediousness of these 
delays was in some degree diverted by immense shoals of bonitos, 
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albicores, and flying^h ; numbers of the latter frequently darted 
against our sails and fell On board ; they afforded excellent eating. 
The quantity of bonitos we caught filled all our empty barrels^ and 
as our ballast was salt, we easily preserved them. Their flesh 
being ooarse and dry, cannot be reUshed without good sauce, and 
for this reason we threw away all except the choice parts. Our 
attention was constantly engaged by the numbers of these lively 
fish swimming and darting in all directions, and by the efforts o£ 
the poor defenceless flying**fish to avoid them. 1'he latter, leaping 
out of the water for safety, frequently fell into their punmers' 
mouths^ which were ever erect and open to receive their prey. 
At night the vivid phosphorescent appearance of these countkaa 
shoals, ever in quick motion, bore a near resemblance to that of 
a fire-brand whirled violently about. They attended our course for 
twelve or fourteen days, and at length forsook us, much to our 
regret, as they had so long constituted our sole amusement. 

Wearied and exhausted by frequent calms under a vertical sun, 
we were at length relieved by a breeze ; and crossing the line at lon«- 
gitude 33^ W. had a favourable passage to the mouth of the gi^at 
river Plata, our entrance into which we were enabled to judge 
from the muddy colour of the water and from numerous flights of 
sea-birds, long before we saw land. 

Our passage was icppeded by a strong south-west gale, in these 
parts called a Pampero, which bl«w for several days, and obliged us 
to lay the vessel to during the whole time; we shipped so much 
water that our boats were hourly in danger of being washed away, 
and, owing to the stupid carelessness of a Genoese sailor, our cabin 
was at one time half-filled. The gale at length ceased ; a breete 
sprung up to the eastward, and we made all possible sail : after run- 
ning a south-west course for two days, we found soundings at thirty- 
five fathoms water, and on the second day following at noon, saw the 
high laud of Maldonado at a distance of about nine leagues, and tliQ 
Isle of Lobos four or five leagues ahead, Passing through the cbao^ 
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feel wbich divides them, we encountered a aitrbng breeke, and soon 
afterwards fband oarBel^es in a very critieal situation ; a dark night, a 
heavy and increasing gale of wind» the violent uncertain currents 
of the river^ the English bank to (iie south, and the Isle of Flores 
to the west-nprtb*west The captain knew nothing of the navi« 
gation, and I was obliged to command instead of advising* I 
caused Uie vessel to be laid to^ under the smallest and most 
manageaUe sail possible; kept tiie lead continually going and 
wore the vessel every two hours. The night was one of the most 
dreadAil I ever witnessed ; the moon was over-cast by heavy black 
clouds pouring torrents of rain, accompanied with terrible lightning 
and loud thunder ; the waves, owing to the shallowness of the 
water {seven and eight fathoms), appeared like breakers. At day* 
light our prospect was not much bettered ; a dense fog hindered ot 
from seeing at all beyond the vessel, and the conflict of the wind 
with the current rendered the waves still more boisterous. In the 
course of the morning the thunder moderated, but the stormy rain 
continued; no object was distinctly visible; hidden rocks and 
sand-banks lay on each side of us ; and we were approaching a 
channel not a mile wide, rendered more formidable by a strong 
and ever-shifting current. In conseqnence of incessant exertion I 
was in a most exhausted state, but the captain and crew were 
incapaUe of affording me a moment^s respite ; danger seebied to 
have deprived them of their reason, and they looked on all that 
passed with a (earful and senseless apathy. I had often had occa* 
flion to observe the intrepid constancy and activity of British 
seamen in similar emergencies, and I could not but be struck with 
the contrast. We shipped several heavy seas which had the 
appearance of broken-water, and hence it again became necessary 
to keep the lead continually going. At eleven A. M., on finding 
that we shoaled our water extremely fast, being already in four 
fathom and over very hard ground, I was convinced that we were 
at the head of the English bank, and therefore imoiediatdiy wore on 



( « ) 

the other tack toward the iskmd of FloreB.. The tbg preventediis 
from taking a meridional obsenratioo, bul at three P. M» it cleared^ 
and to our great joy we saw Monte Video before v» at f6ur JeagoeA 
distance. Oar seamen now took hearty and b^an to be more 
expert ; we made all sail, but, the wind gradually dedioing, and 
a strong current setting directly from the harbour, we wece obliged 
in the evenio^ to let- go our andbor about two leagues outskie the 
port Night set in,, accompanied by heavy gusts of wind, whidi 
required me to be . coiyetantly upon deckt as Sjpanish mmoea know 
nothing that belongs to^ an anchor-watch, and heartily grudge the 
care and labour that it demands. Hence' they rdid not foil Co 
bestow ill-natured saeers: and gtbn on me and my nation for the 
trouble I caused them» in' calling them up to let go another aaokoTi 
little reflecting that had it- not been leady er^ they left the deck, we 
should in aU probability have been wrecked. Another twenty-four 
hours of unfavourable weather ensued, and on the day following we 
entered the harbour of Monte Video. 

The hardships I e:ipeaenced in reaching this iU^^fated port, were 
a fit prelude to the misfortunes, that awaited me there. We were 
bound for Buenos Ayres,- but my captain, who in London and at 
CadiK had assured me that he had the experience of a pilot in the 
Rio de la Plata, proved totally ignorant of its navigation, and 
urged this circumstance as his reason for putting into Monte Video; 
Happy should I have been, if this had been the only instance ot 
bis ignorance ; he gave an ill-judged and blundering report of me 
to the governor, and the sailors affirmed that I was an Englishman, 
declaring at the same time that we had passed an English squadron 
under Spanish colours. This statement was enough to whet the 
avarice of the governor, who, notwithstanding I bad served the 
colony, in bringing a cargo which was then much wanted, and 
^very article of which had paid legal duty in Cadis, ordered me 
to be thrown into prison. I was placed in close confinement on 
board a wretched sloop of war ; and though my health was macb 
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impaired in consequence of exertion during the voyage, I was 
denied every comfort, except such indulgences as the officers, who 
lived on shore, could at times clandestinely allow. Unprovided 
with letters of recommendation to any person in the town, and 
destitute of the means of making myself known, I had ]the morti* 
fication to see the property I had brought with me seized, and my 
papers taken away to be searched and examined. I was enjoined to 
make declarations, and to give evidence against m^idf, to men whose 
sole wish was to find a pretext for criminating me. After three or 
four examinations, it was found that I had sailed from Cadiz with a 
cargo of goods, marked, manifested, and duly registered, as Spanish ; 
nor could any circumstance be discovered as a ground of accusation 
against me, but the strong suspicion that I was an Englishman, and 
on that account could not be too harshly treated. I had no lenity to 
expect from the governor, nor indeed from any of his advisers, who 
were, for the most part, men of the lowest order, refugees from Old Spain 
in consequence of criminal prosecuticms* The rest of his associates 
were the captains and officers <^ two Spanish privateers, all French* 
men, whose natural prcgudices^ no doubt, contributed to foment his 
antipathy against me. My sole reliance was on the consignee of the 
cargo, who at length arrived from Buenos Ayres ; but instead of 
clearing up the afiair, he joined my persecutors, knowing that if he 
gave security he should have the cargo delivered to him. This 
fevourable opportunity he failed not to embrace ; he sold the pro* 
perty, and withheld the proceeds under the pretext, that he could not 
pay them over to me while I remained a prisoner. This conduct 
to one who had depended on him for support, and who relied on hiq 
continually delusive promises of assistance, proves him to be one of 
those mean and spiritless beings whose station in society is mid*way 
between the simpleton and the knave. 

My confinement would probably have been long, but for the good 
services of a Limenian who attended me during my illness in Cadiz, 
and who came over in the vessel with me. He was the only person I 

c 
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was permitted to see ; and be interested himsdf so much in my behalf, 
that an old gentlewoman with whom he had fomied an acquaintance, 
determined, on hearing my story, to procure my liberation, and 
never rested until she had procured two bondsmen to answer for my 
appearance when called for. 

Ttie treatment I experienced, while in prison, is one of the many 
instances of oppression which disgraced the administration of the 
governor, Pasqual Ruis Huidobro. It is well known that his poUtical 
conduct was entirely subservient to the interests of the French, and 
that he lost no opportunity of evincing his attachment to their cause. 
As a further proof of this, I may state, that he caused all the cap* 
tared English seamen to be confined in the prison, and, although its 
Spacious court was doubly grated and guarded, he debarred them the 
use of it, and ordered them to be shut up night and day in a small 
tt>oin, the door of which was never opened except when victuals 
were given them. 

Aware of his severity, and knowing that I was the only prisoner at 
large, I was very circumspect, and strove to guard my conduct and 
discourse against artful misc<»struction ; but I had the misfortune to 
incur his^ displeasure at a moment when I least suspected it, by a very 
trivial, and certainly unintentional offence. Some writtea papers had 
been stuck up in various parts of the town, by order of Governipent, 
inviting foreign seamen to enter the service. Returning home at 
midnight from a visit, I observed one of these placards ; the r^n, 
which was pouring very fast, had partly detached it from the wall, 
and it vfas blown to and fro by the wind. Curious to exanune the 
contents of a paper that had attracted the attention of many per* 
sons in the course of the day, I took it down and carried it home 
with me ; this was observed by an old Spaniard 6f the name 6f 
Dias, who gloried much in having it in his power to injure me, though 
a perfect stranger to him, and unconscious of having done any thing 
to excite his malice. At the instance of this man an order was issued 
by the governor for my arrest ; I was roused from my bed by the 
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officejr$, aud again hurried to prison. What charges were brought 
against me I could learn only by report ; they were vague and inde* 
finite, and no opportunity of answering them was allowed me. After 
a close confinement of six. weeks, during which period my case was 
laid before the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, I was again sufiered to be 
at largie on payment of a fee of three hundred dollars. It was to thtf 
humane exertions of my advocate, seconded by those of the Lime- 
nian and the lady before-mentioned, that I owed this mitigation of 
iny captivity, and I gratefully acknowledge that they made every 
provision in their power to render my situation comfortable^ 

During my stay at Monte Video anothei! ad venture befel me, which, 
had well nigh cost me my life ; I am induced to relate it, by reason 
of the insight it gives into the character of a certain class of the 
people. I had goine on a shooting excursion to the promontory 
opposite Monte Video, with my much*valued friend Captain Collet, 
owner of two or three large American ships, and M. Godefixiy, a 
merchant, resident in the town. After some hours sport we met 
a party of four Spaniards, among whom were Mr. Ortiga, the 
consignee of Captain Collet, and a. person called Manuel d'lago. 
Our friend M. Godefroy had some conversation with them at a short 
distance from us, and on his return gave us to understand that 
lyiago bad said it would not cost him above five hundred dollars to 
send a pair of bullets through me, and that had I been alone he 
would not have scrupled to do it. For this blood-thirsty insinuation 
I was at a loss to conjecture any motive, nor knew I the man, ex- 
cept by report, which designated him as a captain of militia, 
extremely rigorous in his treatment of the unfortunate English, when*** 
ever his turn to mount guard at the prison subjected them to his 
authority. 

We pursued our diversion; he and his party meanwhile arrived at 
the Signal-house, about three miles above us, where they took re« 
freshment. Some space, of time afterward we observed a horse- 
soldier ride down towards us, who on approaching eyed us with a 
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look of great suspicion. I had some little talk trith liiin, having 
frequently seen him there : before. He returned directly to the 
Guard-hduse, and an hour afterwards five blandengues, or horse^ 
soldiers, sallied from the place at full speed, and, surrounding us, 
demanded our arms at the peril of our lives. Each of us obeyed, 
by surrendering his fowling-piece, M. Godefroy at the same tkne 
aiquiring the cause of this extraordinary treatment; but they ordered 
Mm to be silent, and to march on along with us, or they would tie^him 
on horse-^back. We were conducted to the Guard-house, and de* 
livered (the officer being absent) to the corporal; on guard, a fiery 
old Spaniard^ who ordered us into an inner room and placed two 
sentinels at the door* The fellow^ was so stified by passion, that wa 
could not: get an answer from him ; at every moment he was drawing 
a long sabre which hung at his side, and venting his fury in the 
most abusive language. After a full half^our of expostulation on 
our part, and menace on his,' M. Godefroy obtained a hearing from 
him, and, declaring that he was a merchant, married and actually 
settled in Montevideo, begged to know by what authority and 
under what pretext he was imprisoned. The corporal, on learning 
this, sent a soldier to the officer on guard, and while waiting his 
return, related that D'lago had described us as Englishmen be* 
longing to a privateer, who had landed with an intention to blow up 
the powder-magazines, kill bullocks, and plunder the natives. It 
was evident from his manner that he was very willing to believe this 
account, and that by treating us with severity he hoped to display 
his zeal for the service, and obtain promotion. M. Godefiroy's tes-* 
timony being at length attended to, another soldier was dispatched 
to D'laso's party, who were not yet embarked, with notice that one 
of us affirmed himself to be a resident in Monte Video. This they 
did not contradict, but persisted in their accusations of the rest of 
our party ;. Mr. Ortrga denied any knowledge of Captain Cdliet, 
probably imagining that, in case of our conviction, he should benefit 
by the cargoes which the Jatter bad : consigned to him; and for 
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me, whom f hey denounced as a spy, no punishment in their opinion 
could be too ignominious. On the return of the soldier, the corporal 
thought proper to release M. Godeiroy, who took our bosft to cros^ 
tiie port to Monte Video with the intention, of procuring an order 
for our liberation; but they had scarcely sailed when a gust of wind 
arose, and as he and the two boys he had with him xould not 
manage the satis, they were nearly overset, and after considerable 
danger were picked up by a ship in the road. Meanwhile Captain 
Collet and I remained in strict custody, and at every syllable of 
complaint we uttered, the corporal brandished his sabre over our 
heads, roared out for the guard, and vociferated the most oppro«- 
brious language against the English. Thus threatened at. every mo^ 
ment with assclssination, we withdrew into a comer of the room, and 
quiedy waited until the officer on guard arrived, when we were con* 
ducted in great ibrai, between two men with drawn swords, into the 
room where he sat to receive us. Nothing could exceed my Joyful 
surprise at recognizing in the officer an excellent and worthy friend, 
whom I had often visited at his chacara.or farm, and who had 
giv^i me repeated proofs of his liberal disposition and intelligent 
Qund. His surprize exceeded mine ; for instead of plnnderers or 
spies, such as report had described us, he found an American mer- 
chant and a prisoner at large under bail* He was deeply grieved 
and ashamed at the treatment we had met with, liberated us im- 
mediately, mounted us on his own horses, and appointed. a trusty 
person to attend us to Monte Video, where we arrived at ei^t in 
the evening. The disappointment of the corporal appeared as deep 
as his rage had been violent ; and the recollection of his conduct 
operated on us as a warning against persons of his class, who rarely 
see an opportunity of doing mischief to a stranger without a strong 
inclination to avail themselves of it. . 

, During the time I was at large, I had leisure to acquire some 
knowledge of Monte Video. It is a tolerably well-built town, 
standing on a gentle elevation at the extremity of a small peninsula. 
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andisfwaned entirely round. Its population amounts to betweenld,000 
and 20,000 souls. The harbour, although shoal, and quite open to 
the pamperos, is the best in the Bio de la Plata : it has a very soft 
bottom of deep mud. When the wind continues for some time at 
north-east, ships drawing twelve feet water are frequently a-ground 
for several days, so that the harbour cannot be called a good one 
for vessels above three hundred or four hundred tons. 

There are but few capital buildings ; tfa^ town in general oonsists 
of houses of one story, paved with brick, and provided with very 
poor conveniences. In the square is a cathedral, very handsome^ 
but awkwardly situated ; opposite to it, is an edifice divided into a 
town«house or cabildo, and a prison. The streets, having no pave^ 
ment, are always either clouded with dust or loaded with mudi 
as the weather happens to be dry or wet. In seasons of drought the 
want of conduits for water is a serious inconvenience, the well, which 
principally supplies the town, being two miles distant. 

Provisions here are cheap and in great abundance. Beef in par« 
ticular is very plentiful, and, though rarely fat or fine, makes ex* 
celleht soup. Tlie best parts of the meat may, indeed, be called tole*' 
rable, but they are by no means tender. The pork is not eataUe. 
Such is the profusion of flesh-meat, that the vicinity for two miles 
round, and even the purlieus of the town itself, present fiJthy 
spectacles of bones and raw flesh at every step, which feed immense 
flocks of sea-gulls, and in summer breed myriads of fli^s, to the 
great annoyance of the inhabitants, who are obliged at table to have 
a servant or two continually employed in fanning the dishes with 
feathers, to drive away those troublesonie intruders. 

Of the character of the inhabitants of Monte Video, I am perhaps 
not qualified to speak impartially, having been treated with . un^ 
merited harshness, deprived of my property, and repeatedly per- 
secuted oq the most groundless suspicion. These abuses, however, 
are solely chargeable on the governor and on the persons imme* 
diately under his influence; and I am bound in fairness to avow that 
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J did not peraireBny disposition in the.geriecalityi of the people to 
injure or oppress^ me* Frdmindividoals in the town X received all 
the assistance which disinterested benevolence could, afford to a pert 
son in my critical si toation; and were I, from th^ impulse of gratir 
tujde, to judge of the whole by a part, I should say, that the inha* 
bitants of Monte Video^r particularly the Creoliansi, are humane and 
well disposed, when not actuated by political or religiou» prejudices. 
T^dr habits of life are much the same with those- of their brethren 
in Old Spain, and seem to proceed from the same remarkable umoo 
of two opposite but not incompatible qualities^ inddence and t^n- 
perance. The ladies are generally affable and polite, extrem^ 
fond of dress, and very neat and > cleanly in their persons. They 
adopt the English costume at home, but; go abroad usually, in black» 
and always b&9eteA with a large veil or mantle. At mass they ior 
variably appear in black silk, bordered with deep fringes* . They 
delight in convenationy for which their vivacity eminently qualifier 
them^ and they are very courteous to strangctrs* 

The chief trade of Monte Video consists in hides^ tallow, and 
dried beef; the two fqrmer of these articles are exported toEuropie^ 
and the latter is sent to the WeM Infiies, especially to the Havaiuiaji. 
Coarse copper. from Chih m siqaare cakes is sometimes shipped here^ 
as well as a herb called M^ttS fiom Paraguay, the infusion of which 
is as common a beverage in these parts as tea is ia England- 

The inhabitants were by no means opulent before the English 
took the garrison, but through the misfortunes of the* latter at 
Buenos Ayres, and the losses* ai our commercial adventurers by 
ill-judged and imprudent speculations, they were considerably 
enriched « The great prospects indulged in England, before the 
expedition to the Plata, of immense profits by trade to that river, 
have generally ended in ruin; very few, indeed, of the speculators 
have escaped without considerable loss. Property, once litigated, 
might be considered in a fair way for confiscation ; and in case of 
its having been deposited until certain questions were decided, 
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restitation was geneially obtained at the loss of one half. It fr&- 
quently happened that goods detained in the Custom-houses or 
lodged in private storeis in the river vtere opened, and large quanti* 
ties stolen* The party on whom suspicion seemed most /reasonably 
to ikil was the consignee, who, even with a few cai^goes, was 
generally observed to get rich very rapidly. Not contented with 
the profits accruing from his commission, he seldom scrupled to take 
every advantage which possession of the property afforded him, of 
ibrthering his own interests at the expence of his correspondent* 
The dread of a legal process could be but a slight check upon him, 
for in the Spanish courts of justice, as well as in others, a native and 
a stranger are seldom upon equal terms. ^ Other circumstanices have 
concurred to enrich the inhabitants of Monte Video. ; It in a j&ct which 
I afterwards ascertained » that the Engliiybi exported tJbitbw, goods to 
the amount of a million and a hatf stediag, a small pontoon of which, 
on the restoration of the place to the. Spaniards^ was re-shipped, fcnr 
the Cape of Good Hope and the West Indies; the remainder was 
for the most part sacrificed at whatever price the Spaniards chosei to 
give. As their own produce advanced in proportion. as ours lowered 
in price, those among theip who speculated gained consideitably . The 
holders of English goods sold their ^tock at upwards, of fifty pet cent, 
profit immediately after the evacuation of the place; - n < i 

The climate of Monte Video is humid. Hie. weather^ in tlie 
winter months (June, July, and August), 'is at tioies boisterous, and 
the air in that season is generally keen and piercing* In summer 
the serenity of the atmosphere is frequently interrupted by tre- 
mendous thunder*storms, preceded by dreadful li^tning, which 
frequently damages the shipping, and followed by heavy rain which 
sometimes destroys the harvest The heat is ^troublesome, and is 
rendered more so to strangers by the swarms of mosquitoes, wjiich 
it engenders in such numbers that they infest every apartment. .. 

The town stands on a basis of granite, the feldspar of which is 
for the most part of an opaque milk-white colour, in a decom* 
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posing slate ; in some places it is found dl a flesh*red colour and 
crjstsdlized. The mica is generally large and foliated, in many 
places imperfectly crystallised. It is obvious that the excessive 
quantity of mud in the harbour and throughout the banks of the 
river cannot have been formed from this stratum. The fai^ mount 
on the opposite side of the bay^ which is crowned vnth a light- 
hou^e, and ^ves name .to the town, is principally composed of clay- 
slate in laminae perpendicular to the homon. This substance ap- 
pears .much like basalt in te^xturci but its ftacture is less coHchoidal; it 
decomposes into an imperfect species of wakk6, and ultimatdy into 
ferruginous argU^ {Beds of day^ from which flows much water, are 
observable in yjarvnttfiwts of tbemonntafta. ' ! . ; j . 

Tbe vifsiiiitty 'of Montfe Video is ^a^^feeably diversified with low 
gently-dc^ping faUk/'andr kodg valleys wkt^^ by beautiiul: rivulets ; 
but the ^ixH^ieots they affottl are rtf rely enlivened by traces of cul*' 
tivation ; few eBolos«0eiraie sesu'except the gard^os of the principal 
iEDerchants« * The same defect appeals in a nottfa-east dilution ftom^ 
the town, where fdmOar varieties^ of hill, valley, aind water prevail, 
and seem to want only the embdlisfaBiient of sylvan scenery to com- 
pfete the landscape. Scrnie wood, indeed, grows on the maigin of 
the:Riacfauelo, iwbidi is used for thetbiiilding of hovels and' for fuel. 
l%ere is a pleasant streaas^ about ten lei^es ih>m Monte Video 
called the Louza, the banks of which seem to invite the labour of 
the* planter^ and would certainly pfoduce abundance of timber^. It 
IB to be remarked that the almoiM: entire want of this article here, 
occasions gteat inconvenience and expence : wood fer mechanical 
purposes is extremely scarce, and planks are so dear that hardly 
one house with a boarded floor is to be found* 



* Here I found mint, caraway, and many other aiolnadc heibs, growing wild ip th^ 
eatest lozuriance. The ftratum of vegeubk earth was at least two yards ^ck. 
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Journey te ^arriga Negra.—Oeology of the Country. — Limestone^ and 
Mode of burning it — Horned Cattle. — Peons — Horses. — Jyefecttve 
State cf Agriculture. — Manners of the Inhabiiants.- — Dress. — Wttd 
Animals. — Monte Video taken 6y the British. — My Return thither. 

#^Ni Ibe arrival of Gentttal Betesford^ expedition in t^ riVei^, I 
^^ was again ordered into close eonfioeBNiit, but lay ' apdhrdeate 
^tptin^d. pfinManoQ for me %^ be aent into the Mtenor, undsr.a ilipu- 
l^ioDi Q9tl 1|(^) apipproftch witlmi forty leagues of Monte Vi<^eo« This 
cfmo^al %§W9^ for tbt ino9»it t^ abut btit all- hope e^iobtaining 
wy ]ibeHly». aqd ^ tibe^aaroe ttme. thraatemd to expose «ietQ>&nb 
^AOgeii9» bat. I d#nvecl some coosolatioD from the generouai offifcm mi 
sIpu^lQr and protQ^oii inadci to nie bj a worthy Spaniard naiaed Don 
JuaO) MV'tva^fi»9t whose Qstabtiabiaenft^ not more than fifty leagues 
^m th(9;lftH€| of M^nii waa filuated at the fuH diaftaoce pKb^eribed iq 
tb« ovdf m res^pectipg fB«> Aretiieat so nsniote and . unfrtt^acntad 
Q^Sefie^ few 9ipi)seQ}enli9 toTelieTetbfttedioimmssfof hMosbmebt^ bnf 
it ai]«mt.30^ded tihe prospect of a wider Jtukge for miaeralq^cal ob^ 
siEirvatiQDt 9Ad c^ ampler leisure to attend to tbiaay fav^oncite pdrvuk^ 
In the cwQic; pf the journey thttheiv my atteiktiQci waa prineipally 
^«gAg$)4 bn tbe wild and scditary aspect of the countiy. iUmot 
tw?nlte*^v«i le<^e».nQvth-»ea«t from Monte Video» I obfiovod aa( 
irregular ridge of graoiiie: mountama in, a diractioii nearly ooctht and) 
south, and the country from this distance gradually assumes a 
rugged appearance. Mica is very common upon the road^ ai|d in 
some places (j^iiartz; op one bill Igatbcjeid a^veral (Jetached cry stab 
of the latter substance. The ravines of these stony wilds and the 
wooded margins of the rivers afford shelter to many ferocious animals, 
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loeh is ^agitSLKi here oaBed tygen^ fions, ^nd ounces. Here are aibo 
goidtt xmmbeis of ^rAd dogs wkich breed in the rocks^ and at tixiie» 
make great faaroc :aiiiong the yomng cattle. The farms in thup 
didtricty for the mort part, inchide tracts of land fhmi twenty to 
thirty mites in length by half that extent in hreaddi, watered by 
plmstngstrpame. Vast herds of cattle are bred upon them; it ip 
calcxikrijed that each square league sustains 1500 pr 2000 head. 

At the distance of about forty leagues from Monte Videoy in the 
directioiii above noientLoned, the range of hills gradually lessens and 
disappears; the coiantry opens finely on the left, and is intersected 
by numerous riviikts. After crossing several of these we arrived at 
the head of a little brook called Polancos, which a few miles below9< 
assumes the naoae of Barriga N^gm. It there recerras several smaH 
streainsy and in the course of ten leagues is augmented by the coci« 
tiien(;e idf scfme others ; beconiing thns at considerable river, abaot 
as large as thie Tnetait at Gaimsborou^, it is denominated Godoy, 
but on pasflidg into the Portuguese territories it changes its name to 
that of Zebcdyati and .flaws into the Lagun Meni. Near the juncticm; 
of two rivulets, that forni the Barriga N>egra^ stands tiie great lime-^ 
kiln* of my friend, in whose house I took upmy residence, and was 
received, with that kinddaress iaikd sincere hospitaKty which m dn- ih«^ 
ataat dispeUed every dbmbt frcNn my mind, and excited hi; ttm^sai^ 
taments: of ^^titude that were every day more deeply impressed in 
my heart* 

Having became thoroughly domesticated in my new^ abode, Ibegaai 
to take eKcursions iiito the surromiding district and the parts beyond 
k. Tbe country in general may tie termed stony and niountainoos,. 
though its inequalities do hot exceed those of Derbyshire^ Na 
traces of either vcdeanic or alluviid tnattsr are to be found ; the solid 
rock frequently appears on the surface, and in many plttces projects 
in masses of various sizes. The mountains and rocks are of graqite ; 
HP veins of metallic substance have hitherto been discovered, but 
fine red and yellow jasper, chalcedony, aoid quaitE»>. ^Ufe aQt.unfc^ 
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quendy found looae on the sur&ce. Some fossits of the asbestos 
kind and some very poor oxides of iron are likewise to be met with 
occasionally. The bases of many of the conical granite mountains 
are overlaid with (apparently) primitive limestone of an obscure. blue 
colour, in laminsB ; I found in this substance many capillary veins of 
calx-spar, and sometimes crystals of pyrites. In .one part of the 
vicinity there is a plain about half a mile square, on the surface ot 
which are found large quantities of white lime-stone in nodules ; it 
is of a very close texture, but being considered inferior in quality to 
the other species it is never converted into lime. The summits of 
these mountains are no where calcareous, excepting those of one 
ridge, the singular appearance of which induced me to trace it as 
far as was practicable. The Hme-stone on these summits is of a 
close compact kind, united to transparent quartz in a tabular form;^ 
standing, as it were, in laminae perpendicular to the horizon, and 
thus presenting to the view a number of upright slabs somewhat 
similar to the grave*stones in a country church-yard. This singular 
ridge appar^itly commences at a mountain of very unusual form, 
and, extending about two miles, in which it crosses two or three 
valleys, terminates in a ravine of considerable depth. ' No vestige 
of calcareous crystallization appeared in this lime-stone*. It is 
singular to remark, that the cavities formed by the laminae afibrd 
refuge for reptiles, particularly rattle-snakes; the person employed 
by Mr. Martinez in getting the stone destroyed upwards of twenty* 
seven serpients of that species in the course of a few weeks. 

The lime^stone is loosened by the wedge and lever, and brought 
away in large slabs to the kilns, where it is broken into fragments of 
a ccmvenient size, and burnt with wood. The kilns are capacious, 
but so badly constructed that the process of calcination is' very 



^ At a small town called Minas, tea leagues from Maldonado, I was taSonacd that there 
was a lead mine in lime-stone. A piece of that substance was sent to me s it %ai lesli-' 
co]ouitd> granttlar» and close in texture. 



( « ) 

ft!ow and tedious.. The Hcne, when slaked, is measured, put into 
sacks made of green hides, and sent in iat^ carts, drawn by oxen, 
principally, to. Colonia, Monte Video, and Buenos Ayres. 

Barriga Negra is distant about l60 milies north-east from Monte 
Video, about 130 from Maidonado, and 90 from the town of Minas^ 
The country around it is mountainous, well watered, and not des^ 
titude of wood. The banks of the streams are thickly; covered with 
trees, rarely, however, of large size, for .the creeping plants, inter- 
weaving with the shoots, check their growth and form an in>p^ 
netrable thicket* Here, are numbers of gr^t breeding estates^ 
many of which are stocked with from. 60,000 to 200,000 .head of 
kittle* Hiese are guarded principally by men from Paraguay called 
Peons, who live in hovels built for the fiurpose at convenient dis«, 
tances* Tea thousand head are allotted to four or fiye Peons, . whosA 
business it is to collect them every . morning and evening, and ofice^ 
or twice a month to drive them into pens where they are kept for a 
night. The cattle by this mode of management are soon tamed ; a 
ferocious or vicious beast I never saw among them, deeding is alone, 
attended to; neither butter nor cheese is made, and milk is scarctely 
known as an article of food. The constant diet of tl^e people 
morning, noon, and night, is beef, eaten . ahnpst always without 
bread, and frequently without salt This habitual subsistence oor 
strong food would probably engender diseases, .were it i^ot correctcji: 
by copious draughts of an infusion of their fo^vourite herb Matt6» 
which are frequently taken. ». ' ' , 

The dweUings of the Peons are in general very wretohed, the walls 
being formed by a few upright posts interwoven with small branches^ 
of trees, {Mastered with mud inside and out, and the roof thatched 
with long gras» and i rushes* . The door is also of wicker-work,; 
or, in its stead, a green hide stretched on sticks and removeable 
at pleasure^ The furniture of these poor hovels consists of a few 
scalps of horses, which are made to serve for seats ; apd of ^ 
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stretched hide to lie ufKm« The firincipaii if not ^tm 9alk cooking 
utensil is a rod or spit of iron stuck in the groiind in an ck^ 
lique position, so as to incline over the fire. The : beef when 
spitted on this instrument is leSt to roast antU the part next ithe fire 
is supposed to be done lenough, then a twist is giveta. to the rod, 
which is occasiooaUjr repeated, until the whole is cooked. The 
joioes of the meat, by this mode of roasting, bdp to mend the fire, 
and indeed the people seem to think that they are fit ibr nothing 
eise. The meat, which is naturallj poor and coarse, beis^ thm 
dried to a cake, bea^ little affinity to the boasted roast beef of 
England. IViel, in some ports, is so extremdj seaarce that the foU 
lowing strange expedient is resected to for a. supply. As die mares 
in this country are kept solely for breeding, and are nerer traiped to 
labour, they generally exceed the duc: proportion ; a flock of them 
IS frequently kilted, and their carcnes, indi the exception of ihti 
Mdesi and tails, are used a^ firing. 

The Peons are chieftf emigrants fraim Paraguay,, and it is a sin<* 
guAar h,ct that, among the numben tdbat are here settled, very fyft 
women ^re to be found. A peison may <tDaTel in these parts €ar 
days tqgetlier -without Seeing or hearing df a sin^ female m the 
course of his journey. To this, cirevirastaaee may be . attributed the 
total absence of domestic comfort m the dwellings of these wreltched 
men, and the gloomy apatiiy oAnentable in their dispositions and 
habits. It is trae that the mistress 4Df an esitate may oeoasionaHy^ 
visit it for a few months, but she is obliged dnriiifg her .stay to live 
in great seclusion, oa account of the dreadful consequences to be 
apprehended from feeing 80 CKposed. 

The dextereus mode in which the Pmns oatch their cat^, by 
throwing a noose over them has been fipequently detailed, but ow^ 
tainly no description can do full justice to their agility. They t^ow 
with equal precision and effect, whether at ftill gallbp .or at rest: 
Their method of catching hovses by means of baHs attached to 
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lestfaet tboBgB, n similar to tbe fbntierfaitt more aiiecsmg p scmatly 
an instancfe has been^ known of ks iailure^ except in those frequent 
trials: whidi/ sure requisite 1Jo« acquile perfect skill in the firactibe;. ^ 

They have a very angular and simple ifa{f of tramiog' mntoi 
and horsesi to -dk^a^ Itjght carts^ coaches, &c. ' Hfo baviless k 
made vise of ; a saddle or pad is girted on^ aadi a leather thong is 
fe»)tenedi tathe igii^th' on^ one side^ so libati tbe animal* metrsBg fi>r^ 
wand) witbhis'body in a rather oblique diiiefttion^ keeps^ hi0 legs 
deiav of ihe apparatus which is attached to him, iind draws witik m 
freedom^aAHi an agility that in q^ sttpang^t exote great 8«iTpvise« A 
simiMf oontrivsmce ifi^ used in thel catcthiqg of cattle. The Peon 
finteiis die end of his la£o {of noosed thong) to the girth) of ki^ 
korse^ who soon' learns to plaice himself in^ such ani attitude as t» 
dxaw the ox which his rider hbs caagfat, and even should the latter 
dismoaiit) he keeps the thong onr the sh^tclk 

The hdrses hn this country a)^ i^ery i^rited, and perform almost 
incredible labour* They seldom work longer^ than a week at a timev 
being th^i' turned' out to pasture for moirths^ together. Their sole 
food is grass, atid the treatment they 'meet with from their master is^ 
mos4i harsh and iinleeling. T%tey arfe Irequeiitly gaflo^ed' unfilubeip 
generous' fire is spent, and they * drop tbrougb eafhaustion and* Ta^ 
tigise; < TiM make of the bridle is alone sufficient to torture the 
animaU being of the heavy Spanish fashioni They are nerer shod. 
The girths of the' saddles are of a eurions constructkm; ttiey are* 
generally formed of shreds^^ of green hidis, or of the sinew of the 
neck; the middle part is twenty inches broad; terminated at each 
end by an ir<» ring. One of these* ends is^ made fast to* the saddle < 
by its ring ; to the other side of fiie saddle is- attached a third ring 
and a pliable strap, which, being passed' through it and tbe^girthh 
ring three or foiir times, affords the rider great pufchase^ and enables 
him: to gird the saddle very ti^t, which isr thus^ kept so firm in its 
place that ia crupper is unnecessary, and indeed i& never used. 
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Trained horses are here from five to seven ddiars eadi; horned 
catile^ in good conditioni by the herd of a thousand at two doHars 
a head ; mares at three riak (Is. 6d. sterling) each. Sheep are very 
scarce and never eaten ; they are kept by some families merely for 
the sake of their wool, which b made into flocks for bedding. It is 
worthy of remark that in the reniote parts of the interior^ where no 
settlements have been made^ the cattle are found of a dark dirty 
brown colour, except on a small part of the belly, which is white, 
but when they become domesticated they produce breeds of a 
lighter colour, with hides beautifully spotted and variegated. The 
fine herds bred in many parts of this district have often tempted the 
Portugueze to make predatory incursions, and the country being 
accessible by fine open passes to the fix>ntier, as well as to the north 
side df the Plata, these violations of territory have been carried oh 
to a very serious extent So frequent were they at one period that 
it became necessary to appoint a military force to parade the boun- 
daries and to defend the Spanish settlements against these inroads. 

In taking a general view of the country, a stranger cannot but 
observe^ with regret, that while nature has been profuse in her 
blessings, the inhabitants have been negleqtful in the improvement: 
of them. Here is, for instance, abuqdance of excellent day and 
plenty of wood on the margin of the rivers, yet it is rare to meet 
with an inclosure, even for a kitchen garden, much more so for a 
com*field. They generally choose their gro^nds for tillage by the 
bank of a rivulet, so as to have one side or liometimes two sides 
bounded by it ; the lemaitoder is fenced in the most clumsy and. 
bungling manner imaginable. Ploughing is performed by the help 
of two oxen yoked to a crooked piece of wood, about four inches in 
diameter, and pointed at the end. After the ground has been 
rooted up, the wheat is sown, without any previous attempt to clear 
it from noxious seeds. While it grows up, it is never weeded ; so 
that wild oats^ poppi^, and oth^r pemicipus herbs^ thriving among 
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it in thick luxuriance, obstract the sun's rays and hinder it from 
ripening kindly. Indian com, beans, melons, &c. are all treated 
in a similar way. The wheat, when ripe, is cut down with sickles 
and gathered into heads or sheaves. A circular pen of from 40 to 
60 yards in diameter is then formed with rails and hides ; in the 
centre of this enclosure is placed a quantity of about 100 or 200 
quarters of wheat in the straw. The pile is so formed as to have the 
ears on the outside as much as possible. A small quantity is pylled 
down towards the circumference of the circle, and a herd of about 
twenty maiies are driven in, which, being untamed, are easily 
frightened and made to gallop round. At this pace they are kept 
4>y means of whips for four or five hours, until the corn is trod out 
of the ears,^and the straw is completely reduced. Another parcel of 
the sheaves is then pulled down, and a fresh herd of mares is let in, 
and this operation is repeated until the whole heap is reduced, and 
the straw is broken as small as chaff. In this state it is left until a 
>risk wiDd happen, to ri» ; and then the winnowing i, performed by 
emptying baskets of the mixed grain and chaff at an elevation of 
eight feet from the ground. While the chaff is borne away by the 
current of air, the grain falls, and at the close of the operation, is 
sewed up in gre^n hides. In this state it is sent to the sea^ports, 
where a considerable quantity of biscuit is prepared for shipping. 
It IS obvious, that by the above mode of separating the grain, a con* 
siderable quantity must be lost by abrasion, and by mixture with a 
large portion of earth which cannot be blown away by the wind. 

The climate and soil are equally favourable for the growth of 
giPapes, apples, peaches, and in short every species of fruit belonging 
to the temperate zone, but these are known here only as rarities. 
That inestimable root, the potatoe, would thrive abundantly, if once 
introduced ; but, though much has been said in recommendation of 
it, the people remain totally averse to this or any other proposal 
for improving their means of subsistence, and seem to wish for 
nothing beyond the bare necessaries of life. Indeed the state of 
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90c\ety among, them weakens, those ties which natiuraUy attach hieti 
to the soU Qft which they axe , accustomed to subsist. .TTie Peons^ 
brpughtifrom Paraguay in, theiriofancy^ grow up to the age of man^ 
hood in a: state of servitude, uncheered by domestic comfort ; at 
that pieriod. they generally wander in search of employment toward 
the coasts jwhere money > is in greater plenty^ They are for the most 
part anhoneeit and harmless race» though equally ftt» liable^ from the 
cirbumstai«;es.of their condition^ . to acquire. habits of gambling and 
intoxication^, tas.the higher classes of the peo[^, numbers of whom 
lh]l victims to tbbse seductive vices^ .The various evils hence result- 
ing jare!multiplied> by the lax administration of the laws ; even in case 
of murder: the criminal .ba^ little to fbar if he. can escape to a distance 
of twenty ori thkty leagues ; be there lives in obscurity, probably for 
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* Sdcli 18 thdr ezcessire prppcnsitj to gsimblin^ tl^at they finequently c^rry cards m their 
|)ocket» and, *when an opporttinity occurs^ form parties, and retire to a convenient place, 
irbere out o£ thep spreads his pancho or mantle on the ground, in lieu of a table. When 
the loser has parted- w%^ hi^ money> l\c ,wiU stake lus trlothes, so .that xha game generally 
continues uiitU onjc of them go^s s^Rray almost naked. This bad practice often leads tp 
serious consequences* , I once observed a party playing in the neighbourhood of a chapd 
aftet mass had been said, when the clergyman came and kicked away the cards in order to 
putan end to the game.- On this one of the Beons rose up, and retiring a few paces, thus 
accosted the .intruder : !* Fatfaeiv I iwiU obey you as a priest ; but*' (drawing his knife) 
<< you must beware how you molest our di^^ersioo." The deigyman knew. the. desperate 
character of these men too well to remonstrate, and retired! . very hastily not a little 

* 

chagrined. 

On another occasion' a party of Peons were gambling with a Spanish corporal in the 
prisoA*yard,. when a dispute arisingf the latter drew his sword on his unarmed antagonist, 
and wounded him so. severely in the arm, that he was obliged to undergo sunputation the 
day following. 

It is usual for a Peoi;i who has be^ fortunate at play, to go to Monte Video and clothe 
himself anew in the shop of a slop-seller. While the man is looking out the articles he 
call^ for, he deliberately places his dollars on the counter^ in separate piles, assigning each 
to its destined purpose. Be then retires to a corner, and attires himself } an unfortunate 
<;omradc javariably.attenda l\im$ who.ei^miqes his cast clothesj and, if better than his own, 
-puts them on« « After pafspg a few days in idlenessi.he sets out on Us return homCy where 
he appears in his new dress. 
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the remainder of Im life^ witboikt ever beiilg brought to justice. I 
know not whether this want of vigilance in the - magistracy be not a 
temptation for the niunefoufl| reAigees who cleek' shelter here»' 'sudh as 
European Spaniards, who have deserted from theiservice or have 
been banished lor their cHmes« These wretches, loaded with gUilt, 
flee into the interior, where they seldotn fail to ^nd bome one or other 
of their countryihen who is willing to giVe them employment, 
though frequently at the peril of his life. By the corrapt example 
of these refugees, the innocent Creolian is soon initiated in vioe, and 
beeoi^es a' prey to all those ^violent pasnons whoch are engoidered 
^nd fostered by liaMtual intoxieation. ' 

: The common dress of the people is sncb as might be expected' 
from their indolence a»d poverty.'' Th^ generally go ^without shoes 
and stockings ; indeed as they rarely go oii foot, they have seldom- 
occasdon for' shoes. - Some of them, particulariy th6 Peons, make a 
kind of boots from the raw skins of young horses, which they fre* 
quently kill for this sole purpose. When the animal is dead, they 
cut the skin round the thigh, about eighteen inches iabove the gam* 
brel ; having stripped it, they stretch and dress it until it loses the 
hair and becomes (^ditb white. ' The low^r part, whkh' covered the 
joint, forms the Keel, and the extremity is tied up in a bunch to 
cover the toes. These boots, when newly finished, are of a delicate 
colour, and very generally admired. The rest of their apparel con-r 
sists of a jacket, which is universally wom^ by alt ranks*, and a^shirfc 
and drawers made of a coarse cotton cloth brought frotik the 'Brazils. 
Children run about with no dress but their shirts until their fifth or 
sixth year. Their education is very little attended to, and b con* 
fined to mere rudiments ; a man who is able to read and write, is 
considered to have idl the learning he can desire; 

Among the many natural advantages which this district pbssesses, 
are the frequent falls in the rivulets and larger streams, which might 
be converted to various mechanical purposes, if the population were 
more numerous and better instructed. Some of these streams^ aa 
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was^before stated, join the various branches of the Grodoy^ and ikow 
into the lake Meni ; those on the other side the mountaioB in a 
northerly direction empty themselves f principally through the Ria* 
chuelo and the St. Luda, into the Plata. 

. The want of cultivation in this vast territory may be inferred iram 
the numbers and varieties of wild animals which breed upon it. 
Tigers, ounces, and lions are common. The former are heavy 
sluggish animals ; their chief prey is the young cattle, which they 
find in such abundance that they rarely attack a man. Hence 
little danger is to be apprehended from them by any penoQ 
travelling on horseback^, unless when inadvertently appraaching 
the haunt of a female with young. The ounce has . the same cha- 
racter, and : the lion is considered less vicious than either* Hiere^ 
is an animal of the pig kind, called the pig of the woods, which has 
an aperture on its back, whence it emits a most intolerable stench 



* Among the many daring and active feats performed by die Peons, one of the most 
extraordinary of late years, was the capture of a tiger by a female of that tribe. She was a 
mulatto^woman, brotight up in the Tietnity of Barriga Negra. She was aocMtomed at an 
early age to ride horsbs, and prided hcrsdf in doing ofltees which belonged to the stronger 
seZf such as catching cattle with the noose, killing them, &c. Her form was mascttline» 
and she became so inured to men's work, that she was hired as a Peon,' and fulfilled that 
office much to the satisfaction of her employers. She was noted for selecting spirited 
horses, and for riding them at full speed. One day on her return from labour, as she was 
passinjg a rindet, she obserred a laige tyger at no great distance. Surprized diat the 
^imal did not steal away, as is generally the case when he sees a person mounted, she 
drew neaieri still keeping her horse's head from him, so as to be ready to gallop oflF if 
he should make a spring. He was still inattentive and motionless; the woman ob- 
serving this, and thinking he ailed something, after some minutes' pause backed her horse 
until she came within twenty yards of him, loosening at the same time her noose from the 
saddle, which she threw moat dexterously over his neck, and immediately galloped away 
with him to a considerable distance. Whether ill or not before, she knew he must now be 
dead) bhe therefore alighted, flayed him, and carried home the skin as a trophy. The 
animal was. above the ordinary size, and not smaller than a calf of six weeks old. This 
exploit was long the talk of the neighbourhood, and I have beard the woman herself le^ 
bte it. * 



when closely pursued. If on killing the animal, the part be instasN 
taneously cut out^ the flesh affords good eating, but. should that 
operation be neglected, even for a short period, the taint con-* 
taminates the whole carcase. The domestic pigs are by no means 
good ; they feed so much upon beef that thdr flesh is very hard and 
coarse. There is an animal of the opossum kind, about the size of 
a rabbit, called a zurilla, the skin of which is streaked black and 
white, and is considered of some value. When attacked, it ejects :a 
fetid liquor, which is of so pui^nt a nature, that if it falls on any 
part €^ the dress of its pursuers, there is no possibility of getting rid 
of the stench but by continual exposure to the weather for some 
months. The zurilla is very fond of eggs and poultry, and some^ 
times enters a house in quest of its prey ; the . inhabitants immei- 
diately hasten out and leave their unwelcome visitant in quiet po8<^ 
session as long as she chooses to stay ; well aware that the slightest 
attempt to* drive her put, would expose them to an ejectment from 
the premises for ever. Eagles both of the grey and blue species, as 
well as other birds of prey, are found here in great numbers. Here 
are also parroquets in immense flocks, pigeons, great red*legged 
partridges, small partridge, wild ducks^ and wild turiries. Ostriches 
of a large speqies are very numerous ; they are so fleet and active that 
even when well mounted I could never get near them but by sur- 
prise ; the stroke of their wing is said, to be inconceivably strong. 

Here are condderable herds of small deer, which in this fine country 
would afford the sportsman excellent diversion, but unfortunately 
the dogs are good for nothing, as there is no attention paid to 
the preservation of the breed. The rivers produce tortoises and 
other amphibious animals, but they are chiefly noted for a variety of 
siugularly ugly fish, which afford tolerable but by no means good 
eating. 

During a residence of six months in this remote district, as a 
prisoner at large, or in fact as a welcome guest at the house of a 
most hospitable man, my life passed away in an equable tenour, un- 
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kitarrapted by those vtcissitades t£at ebewbere befel me, and then^^ 
fore a narrative of it is little calculated to interest the Reader. Rather 
than occupy Uis attention by relating my various hopes bnd disap^ 
pointments as the prospect of liberation became more or less fitvour- 
able, I have ohoscb to present him with the result of some general 
observation^t on the coiiintryy made during the daily excursions, whidi 
I enjoyed dirough the liberality of my friend. The longer I resided 
in his hbuse, the' greater was his kindness to me in allowiiig sbe 
those indulgences; and the more did he and his fkmily strive to 
render iny exile agreeable. An event at length occurred which at 
once delighted and distressed me, because while it afibrded me hopto 
of immediate deliverance, it destroyed for a time the harmony which 
so long tohsisted between me aiid my protector. I allude to the 
taking of Monte Video by the Biitiah troops under Sir Samuel 
Auchmutf.' • 

On hearing of the 'surreinder of iht place, I solicited Mrw Martines 
to liberate nie, ' as I thought myself no longer a prisoner. Hl& 

at this, and gave me to understand (hat I cba* 
a 'prisoner, becaiise, not being actually at Monte Video, I 
was still' in the pOWer and under the jurisdiction of the Viceroy of 
Buenos Aylres. This worthy man's mind was so distracted by! the 
fall of the town, and by the disgrace of the Spanisfti arms^ that he 
secluded hindself from society, and avoided all communication with 
me. Under these circumstances I was advis^ to attempt ray ^es- 
cape, but I felt' great repugnance at the idea of thus wounding 
the feelings of a nian who had humanely released Qie from confine^ 
ment, and had evdr treated me as a brother. Averse to such an act 
of ingratitude, I intreated his amiable wife to intercede for me, and to 
suggest that, on returning to Monte Video, it might be in my power 
to be of service to him. But he rejected the proposal in the most 
vehement manner, and forbade any one to talk to him on the 6ub* 
ject. I now thought that my liberty was unreasonably denied ine» 
and ^ as I $aw no probability of obtaininjg it but through ray 'own 
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txertion% 1 1 determined, at all events to. make the attecn^lL Aftev 
deliberatuag. for some days, and. consulting, wifli tiro men who had 
frequently mentioned the subject to me^ I decided on m j plati of 
escape, and gave them six ouiices of gold to provide horses and 
every, thing necessary. On the appointed night, all wqs in readi* 
ness,> the horses were saddled, and the men waiting to « escort mck 
This monoent was one of the most melancholy in my. life ^.1 ^reflected 
with compunction that, while striving, to regain my freedom, I was 
apparently abusing the. confidence of a man of .honour . who bad 
done all in his. power to^ merit my fHendship. Agitated by thest 
emotions, and oppressed by a sadness; wliich the thick gloom of 
the night rendered niore heavy, I was -.walking .to and fto in the 
neighbourhood, on the- spot appointed for! my guides to oneet me^ 
when a voice, to which^ I was £uniliar, accosted me* « .The persod 
was very near me, bi^t owing to the eoctDeme darkness I. could not 
see him* He asked me. whail was doing there, .< I replied, *^ only 
walking about/' ^^ Don Juan/' saidhe^ ^' you are going .to esca^ 
to night/' i I answered, ^^ indeed r am not/'. He replied,, ^^ you are; 
and the men. whom you have ch^men for your guidbs ate tOnwrdeir 
you, to seize your mon^, and to bury you in a ravine abotit a 
league distant* The ,man in whom. you^ have most con&ied hasu 
knife concealed in his saddle, with which he is to give you the fatal 
blow/' This so staggered me that I was anable^ at the moment, to 
make any answer, 1 felt confident-thatnp one knew of my intended 
departure, except the two men and myself. On asking, ^^ how do 
you know this •?". he replied, V, I overboard. them talking rof it/' He 
added, ^^ you know they are both gaipblers,. and one- of them killed 
two men last year/' Ere I had recovered* my surprise, so as to 
«peak again, the man went away. While meditating on the choice 
of evils, namely, whether to. run the risk of being murdered and 
thrown into a ravine, or to abandon my design and reniain a pri- 
49oner, one of my. hired Peons came to inforan^ me that the horses 
were waiting. I told him I had a violent pressure at my stomach 
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and could not ride. He treated thb very lightly, and ur^ged me with 
great earnestness to mount at all e?ents. Considering at this 
moment that money was of little value in comparison with my life 
and liberty, I offered to give him two ounces of gold if he would 
perform a piece of service for me, which I would explain to him 
through my room window at midnight. He still used every argu* 
ment to persuade me immediately to set out, but finding that I per- 
sisted in alledging my indisposition as an excuse, he at length 
acceded to my proposal. Having reached my ehamber, I wrote to 
a magistrate in Monte Video, who, I knew, would, if he had sur- 
vived the assault of the town, send an order for my liberation. 
Having finished writing, the man appeared at the window according 
to agreement; I gave him the letter, charged him to convey it 
to Monte Video, and presenting him with two ounces of gold, pib- 
mised him another ounce if he should bring me an answer. He 
departed unknown to any of our good family, and on the fifth day 
following, in the forenoon, returned, to my inexpressible joy, with 
a paper signed by Sr. Francisco Juanico, the magistrate to whom I 
had written, stating that I was free, and ought immediately to pro- 
ceed thither. On receiving this welcome intelligence I hastened to 
Mr. Martinez, and joyfully embracing him, gave him the paper to 
read ; after examining its contents, he observed, that it was nothing 
official, but would avail me as a reasonable pretext for going away, 
to which he cordially acquiesced. He immediately ordered three 
Peons and a trusty old Creolian to accompany me, with twenty- 
five horses, that we might perform the journey with greater expe- 
dition. The best dinner was provided which the time would allow, 
and while partaking of it I received the sincerest congratulations 
on my liberation from my worthy host and his amiable lady. I 
then took an affectionate leave of every branch of this good family, 
expressing my warm acknowledgments of ^ the many obligations they 
had conferred on me. Having joined my guides, we each mounted 
» horse, and, at three in the afternood, set off at fall speed, driving 



Vtfte©., 4* ib^ li9^i*i fW«Ofth« c«KX!Mi»f iwbipfcrouRjjpwds tncce.Aiiteii 
for the purpose of diapging ihem^ I procured a slight ^r^^aat of dried' 
figs, after which we again moiuited and traveHed tolerably fresh 
until six iQ the morning» when we were again oUiged to change^ 
having proceeded about one hundred English miles. Our horses 
now began to lose their generous spirit^ and were very much dis- 
tressed. As pur progress became slower and our changes more ire- 
quenty my anxiety increased) because I was aware there were 
Spanish parties scouring the country about Monte Video, and 
stopping the passage of aJl provisiolis from the interior. To avoid 
suspicion I rode in the dress of a Peon, witii the Ia2o coiled up and 
hung at my. saddle; At elev^ o'clock the heat of the day became 
oppressive, and our horses flagged exceedingly. To add to my dis* 
tress I had a violent haemorrhage from the nose, and could obtain 
no water to drink or wash witht so that, through Ihirst and the 
coagulation of blood, I was nearly sufibcated. On arriving within 
twelve miles of Monte Video our horses were nearly worn out ; but 
no rest could be allowed for either them or the men. At noon we 
reached an En^ish picquet^*guard on tiie outposts ; after the usual 
questions I was conducted by a soldier to the officer, to whom 
having explained some particulars, I rode to General Lumley^s tent, 
and afterwards inta the town. 

No language caii describe niy emotions on beholding ao iBnglish 
flag on that tower in which I had been so oft;en confined, and on 
seeing fkigiish soldiers in possession of a place where I had ex- 
perienced so much injustice and oppression. The joy Tifelt made 
me forget my fatigue and the dangers I had passed through. I rode 
up to my friend's house ; all was barricadoed, and I feared the worst 
might have happened ; but on advancing to the window I observed 
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ohe of the ladies, who itlstaQt^y< recogbUsiftd me. All the family 
trdcomed me most cordialljr, and- invited me to dionery after which' 
I went, in mj Peon's disguise^ to vkit some^f niy friends^ On taking 
possession of Mr. Martinesi^d house,-! found my (^ests, &ci nndis* 
turbed, and in the same ecmditkm as when I left them^ngoing 
hifO the country. 
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^peditum agaifna BuetiM Ayres.-'-^auses 6f its Failure.— Acctnmt 
^ of the Population of the Country ^ and of* the tarious Ckuses which 
compose it. 

TXrpEN. the expeditioa against Bi^enos Ayres was ready to sail, 

. T, f obtained Geneitd Whitelpcke's permission to go with th© 

j^xvfty.wQ/A^T the l^pe of recovering the property I had in that city, 

^nd offered my iservice to the commissary-general, whom I acconi- 

psij^v^. Qn pur arriyal at the place pf disembarkation I was surr 

priced to. . learp that the ^^ri^iy was totally d^titute of guides, and 

^lifiost equally ;S0, of ^Peons^ whose assis^nce was highly desirable 

in catching and driving cattle for the subsistence of the troops. The 

cominander jn chief, whom I met with .op the beach, expressed great 

.chagrin at the fa^e inforn^sitio^ ,he> h^ .repeived on this and other 

p^^liculars. He had be^ le^ .to espect a Iftnding-place where the 

•men would not wet their shoes; -r here they ,were up to the breasts in 

w^ter :^ he hafi been, told th^ guides would offer themselves in v^hole 

.troops on this side the riy^r;.— not one was to bp seen. Early on 

4;he morning after we, h;|d. landed, 1 was requested by an officer to 

486i;»t in obtaining guides, and the difficulty we had in the search 

fully exposed. the oversight which had been committed in neglecting 

to secure a nnmber at Monte Video. Some useful persons there 

had offered themselves, and only required to be ostensibly pressed 

into the servKje in prcjer to, avoid the ignominy ivhich might have 

awaited them had they openly volunteered, r. After much trouble an 

agednegrp wast /oqp^], who was compelled Jtp guide the army on 

its way t» jBuepqs Ayres. The cjjffi<?ulties that occurred on the 

inarch •;in.;p^^ng^^a|^j^,.fcrdip^^ ^c* hav^ been alreadjf 
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laid before the puUic^ in the report of General Whitelocke's trials 
and I believe the evidence recorded in that statement will bear me 
out in saying, that these difficulties were in great part attributable to 
the glaring omission above-s^ted^ ,]^i^yious to our advance to Quil- 
mes, a place four leagues aistant from Buenos Ay res, the oonft> 
iiiiisaj^-genejcal requested {«« lo u^doii^ake.tbcii m^agctimfiij^ of, tlie 
fe V P«Qn6 ^^e had, io Qrd«r to proctine. provisions for- Abe .troops. In 
^is service I found myself of some use, though no eKertion could 
repair the neglect which was observable in a department so essential 
to the aiiiiy. ' 'Th6 6aefh^ drove 'the catde aiway ' wherever tkey 
could/ androulr Febtr^fdtiud Cllc! duty extremely' hkrr&ssmg ^cf pe> 
iil6tis, f6i'tbey!Wei'efi>dqtiently<ihas&d'by ^SfrntiiardsanddtiVeik 
within our marching ^idNinihis^ ^AktOBXl d^tacfatnent of lifleMieb wtis 
'^iit'out to cover tbeiif exd«hr§tons^ anrd the service was aftc^rwtinls 
&6re 'e#(^tually '^rfbVmedV ' ■ ^ Oir thiir arHval at QHiilmes, affei< ttmn^ 
'dM^fe^bl^''^nc^6teraV'^6^»(^^ wei^ excessivdy fk^S^d ; tip^ 
wairds bf t^o'liundred df theM couM'infarcb no 'farther. Tbe cei^tire 
tlivision, cbiMmatided' by 'Oe^raP 'Whitelocke,' quitted this place 
Withbut ' any ^{rtVs^M fcohveirsaiit ^witTi the country to act a» g^i^, 
a!fid obi halfing^'jEtB^r ft'mar^l^df' fdiir Of five hbtrrs, they i&und'Chal< 
Instead of hkV^g follbt^ed the iro^te bf theadtahced diVi^, li&det-. 
General Crawfurd, they h^ taken a circuit to thie -lefi, ac^tvere 
altnb^t as far from Buenos Ayrcs Sa 'when' they set out. I ac- 
ttdfetftally met the ^federal while 1 ^va^ {iaiiig about giving dn«etio«fr 
*tb the Peon^'; arid on speiaktrig with femi he Expressed great nrita^ 
tibn and dh^ppointment at the' situation in which he found . hnnsdr. 
The next liioming the divistbn' advanded,' and crcissiftg the Ria^r 
chuelo, jditfed thdt of General Cra.wfiira,^bout four in the after- 
nbon.'Tvhen W^ Were informed t)f the skirmish that ha:d takeb place, 
kiid of ' thfe b^iitibn tliat bad fallfeh' into otir hands. ' '• ' . 

It is by ho iiieabs -Improbable l*at the fate -of the ex^drtion 
was decided by \he delay ^Mch- look placelnthejunctlbn.of the 
centre with' the advab^d diVisibn r folr,: hia* they join*d the day 
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before^ they would most probiibly liave enteved the town: inline- 
diately^ while port of the enemyg forces weve out of it, and 'Unpv&- 
pared* This delay , thdugh shdrt, ga^te the latter. time to entrench rand 
fo/tify t^ilir streets, and to post theknselves in the most advantageous 
stations. 

. •Doiitig the few days we w^e in possession of the suburbs 
I was requested to take charge of the Pulperias (housi^ where liquor 
is 0dd)i in order to prevent the soldiers frooi ^tting intoxicated^ 
(had a Serjeant and a small party of soldiers ^ under my directions^ 
and placed sentinels where I thought proper.^ While eilgaged hi 
this service I had it in my power to* render assistanee to many 
families who had fled hither from the town for refiij^i Many of the 
iK)Os^ I found filled with females, alhiost frightened to death; to 
these I gave such protection as my tnfiuence over the soldiery enabled 
tde to offer, and suppKed thein witli provisions by meaUsT of the PeoiHk 
' It was afler wands dietermitied to enter the town ; the misfortunes 
attending that rash attempt at^tob notorious' to need repetition herd 
A capitulation was signed by our chiefs, and an armistice took 
place during the fulfilment of the terms. In fact the sil4iation of 
our armry Was so critical, that they were obliged to accede to the com- 
diisons dictated by the enemy, or perhaps eventually to become pris^^ 
ners at discretion. Tlie restoration of Monte Video was the stipu^ 
lation most to be regretted, for every principle of good policy 
required us to keep that town to the last extreniity, nay some of the 
be^t-informed among the Spaniards, were of opinion, that our army 
should have been contented with the. possession of tbe north side of 
the Plata,, without venturing any farther, beeause we should thus 
have commanded the trade of the interior, and Buenos Ayres would 
in the end have found it necessary to come to terms of accommoda- 
tion highly to our advantage*. 
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,« it k with gsBAt regret that I mention the itt-Tefiitdl wbioh die Peons met.vitfa bom 
out army. Theyliad been promised giett rewards ^. their activity infcbiviageatdea^ 
securing pronsions dttiif% the anffcby qnd for die^ After dtf 
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*' After the araiy had reimbftrked for Monte Video» I rataiaiiied 4, 
-few days to. forward some buatfrass for the commiaNirj) aod^toiitteDd 
to my own. It was gratifying to me to fiod thiit the terviqes I had 
an opportunitT' of rendering to thoBe iamUies thait had taluga refiige 
in the suburbs during the siege were not forgotten ; they all atrowft 
«wfaich should be fonemost in testifying their aoknowljsdgments bj 
eve^y pdite attention which it was in their power to shew smv . . 
v' >My short stay at Boenos Ayies. did. not affixd me time to msJut 
imy geological researches ; indeed the country behind it^ beii^ a v«ijt 
idain, without any traces of rock, did :not offer much scope for such 
-anr undertaking. With the exception of a part of the bank jaear the 
mole, which is of granite, I scarcely found an indurated j^uhstunae 
during the whble. route. Judging from the shdls and othier marine 
productions which are oocasioiially found in the Pampas,. I shoatd 
conclude that those etxtensive leyel districts haveform^d^ at. some 
period, the bottom of the river, and that they have been left dry 
by the progressive precipitation c^ matter and the deepening of the 
Rio de la Plata in its present channel through a long couroe of ages. 
A circumstance which seems to support Uiis conjecture is, that the 
land continually gains upon the river, and that at those times» when 
4he wind blows from the Pampas, aconsideraUe extent of :theh<mh 
^n the side of Buen6s Ay res isJeft dry. . t 
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capitulation was signed, as thej were accompanying a waggon full of our wounded from the 
corrals of Miserere to the'Retiro, ^ place assigned for our. re-embarkation, tbey' were 
met and recognized, in their dKsguise, by a. party of Spatuatds, who, suflerii^ the wttggott 
.to. pisSj carried these iinfoituniite n^to priaoiw HeaHi^ of ^ this I madCir^eaied sfppUca^ 
dons to the Commissary-general to induce him to procure their liberation } he assured me tha^ 
he had represented the matter to the Commander-in-chief, who had promised to attend 
to it. The men, however, never weir^ liberated ; some vrtte executed, and others con- 
demned to hard labour. Thus not only were 'they disappointed- of Aeit'ttwafd, but 
abandoned in their hour of need by the men on whose good faith they had relied, and 
whose cause tbey had sealously served. The Commander-in^diief might hare obtained tjiefr 
idischaigc^by makii^ aviated remonstcanice^ but he omitted to do so, and was very ;^- 
fieraliyaocuscd for tins uafecKng negloct^ the Spaniards themsefares ^poke witli in^gnatMii 
:of our^jnhumaoily in leaviiig these poor jnen to. be pufusfaod aa trytoci; 






' Hiie p6pu]ft4ioh of 'BtoenM Aynet'aiid its immediate siibfirbiyrexi 
elusive of thfe country . in its vteMity^ has been ascertained 46 
amount to upwards of ftixty thousand souh« The proporttom of 
females to mblds k Mid to be'Asfodr toone, butif we take iirto con^- 

^sideratibh that man j nien are aknost daily arrhriog from Europe, as 
well as frbth th<e ^uth American provinces, and that under the cM 
govemmfent tteither the militia nor i^e marine was recraited froiq the 

' ma&s of the population, we shall iSind reason to» ooaclude that the 

' j[nt)j[k>rtion of the sexes is not so unequal - In the dnteiiw ihe ex- 
cess 6f teales is v^ty great, (Ot as thei landr are graaked in laigd 

- tiracts ddly ^ and but poorly cultivated; ther6 is no encoumgemeot Ibv 
ihe Tabowing classes to marry and settie upon.them^ The poor are 
compelled t(^ iiimain single from the very bftie^ naseiRces oo which 
they depend for subsist^ce, and* are a)ceuBtoaieduto consider the 
married stalte as fhiught with heUvy burthen* and instable miftftir^ 
tunes, in k not ufieommoil to finsd estate? larger tiiaa an English 
cofn^ty witli htirdly itiote4lian a hundrisd labourers mpion tben», who 
subsist upon the sale of a little cora^ which each is pennkted to 
gcair for^ hlHiselfy ' but only to^ such ^n^^^tenta? a single jnaa can 
ploiigk ■ 

* ^ The 'Various raced which compose the population are as. foUoir ; 
I. Legitimate Spaniards or- Eumpeans. In Buenos Ayres there 
are about three thousand ;.iaJthe interior the number is very, trifling, 
except in Potosi, which, being a mining country, contains many. 
3« Creoles ; legitimate descendants from Spaniards or i)Suropeans; 
S. -Mestieos, the oftpritag of -European and Indian .paiCjDts. 
''-''4J Indians^ almost all of whom have some mixture of Spanish 
bloodr ■ 

5. Brown mixtures of Africans and Europeans. 
' 6. Mulattos of various degrees. r 

' AH these i^ces intermix without restraint^ -so that it is difficulty- to 
define the minor gradations or to assign limits to the ever*multipiytog 
Varieties. Few families are entirely exempt from characteristics' of 
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Imdiim'tni^B,- physical. a» IrcA m mot^l, m Jt Is ;«r^l.|f^«;n tt^<{ 1*> 
tbe Spanish eolooiw little . vegaird is njov i pud ta ,pwty q^ Moodr; 
iiie <raiiQu^ 'iqguldiions for preserving. the raicea dislanot bav|e •gradu*. 
ally iMic6iBe.'obMrf«te«.v IliiA may bie regarded as a momeqta^y 'evil .: 
but n^ayit not :be conducive in :^ longriwi >to l|^ ^ood <of 89ci^ty» 
by - eoiicaltnttiig the iot^reats .eif thi^ , yarioMs c Ja9Bee, wbi^ in ; r«f 
. anining'.8epaniite might'one^y.eDdangisrtbe'SlfeityUty pf U^egov^ni^ 
mditt;as hitts 'been the caaein, tfate .Fntoch cqlony of St< DpniingQ ? . = 
•/Inidesoiibingitheioiid^rs.bf socaety in ,B«i&Q09 Ayres,. it ■igioeo^V'^ 
mytaprtoiisethafcl aieani to: iolaw tbeiQi .not hj degpe(^9fi,^ui^ 
miiktor pro^8iQn»;<btttliy ithe rekitlHe edltiraatioii in wlach<thfy> 
tteod in point of. pMpectj! ot public. u9^lDes9. . 
' ijAJeconiiag ;to -this .scclle,. the; tot ^bioh cioQies: uqd^r mnsid^ra^ 
tion is -the commerciaJrela^K- - .Evjecy peffloa;beIoagupg>tQ 4l) fyQff^ 
dM»!iiiicbMtiifat<th^eonMUr.iif tb«stK)^t4i<jQ/l^..opvlmt tp^qi;.^ fai;i 
iMiiBbouse, is dignified; b9rtb&«ppdlati<H»ti9(fwi9)^(^ft^(yfM: ^ ^94v^i 
dudsjunong tbeofc can iay jtefc chiiiii lo. thit titi^i a^.thfiy ^fi^.'^wMw 
IB that {Mnctical kiDQwllid§pB.SQetaentild.ia'C0mQ)!^jM9l;dealiljl^.^XheJr 
am averse lto.aJ1.8peottlati9ni.«nd jenterpai^t tbe[ (^P9i^9 rq^tii;^ j^ 
their business is to send orders to Spain for the articles they needf,an4 
to still, by retaii.at.^ifBt exoHbitant pro^j.^lwypod :tbu^ tb^y. hf^ve 
baldly a sito^e kkft, . and it b«9 bo^P 4ud tbat^eir'great;reason^or 
Cfiposing .a free trnde yriih ibreigpi n$tio(iS: ts a opnscioi^spe^ of their 
own 'Biereantile inexperience* . .The IO.i9Fe./e<^9^iderab!l^,ho^a|es^,arl9 
aliBost idl braachea.of soioe; iViropean establishment;, few of the 
Creoles have any regular, trade^ . Those r^inoog iM^oi, ^ow^v^r ^ho 
eega^ in it are mich more lifaier^l iQ their ;iraQSftc^|QnS;|t^ai:^ ike old 
Spaniards, and are observed to make less rapid fortunest for their 
manly and independent ohailftctier m»)i09 tb^^i^! ^pj^ra a . ipiserable 
economy, and disdain to assume that ehtfcch-gping.hypocrisjf^ wh^ch 
mudt be practised twioe or thrice a-day by 4^ips9;f^ho ^ouM , enrich 
themselves through the patrona^ of the opulent families. Among th^ 
inferior tradesmen, those wbagain most a^e the pulp^rois, the .ware^ 
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>lfi9usenfen, and the- sho^-keefters. ^Hie pulperos retail wine, 
43!mndjv candtes» sausages, salt breads spicbs, wood, grease^ brim^ 
stone^ &c. Their shops are generally lounging*plaeds for tbd idle and 
dissipated of the community. In Buenos Ayres there are about 
j»v«i;hundred of them, each more or less* in 4he dhteresA :of sdine 
ficher individual. The warehousemen sell eartbenund glass war6^ 
tlrmgs, various articles of cotisitmptionv attd som6 goods of honie*- 
manufkcture', wholesale and retail, l^he shop-keepers amount to 
iieeu4y«i< hundred in number ; they/ sell r woollen doths^'siiks^' cotton 
^j^Qods-of all' sorts, hats, aild <varioufr other articles of wearing ap^ 
parel. M&ny of therm make conaidetabler fortunes, those especiaUy 
who trade to Lima, Peru^ Ghili,* or P^ragitay, ; by means 6f ymmg 
men whom theyi^endaB agents of factors. There is ah<^tber 4escrip* 
tion t)f mierchaBts, if such they may becaUod^ whoi keep 'in the 
imck^grouiid and enrich themselves by .monopolimng victuals^ 'and 
by forestalling thcgratn brought to market frotn thte interior, much 
to the injury of the agricultural interest. . - . , , ^ . . 

The second otass of inhabitftiit6 consists of the proprietors of 
ei^tep and houseis. They are in general Creoles, 'for few European^ 
employ their funds in building, or in the purchase of' land, until 
they have realised a foktuse to -live upon, which commonly takes 
place when they are far advanced in life, so that their esttatblish* 
mfenfo pass immediately into the hands o$' their* successors. The 
simple landholders' derive so little revenue from thdr possee^on^, 
titat they are generally in debt ta their tradesmen ; their gains are 
but too commonly engrossed by the monopolists, and having no 
magistrate to re^i^esent them, they find themselves destitute of ef-* 
fectual resources against wrong and efxtbrtion. So defective and ill* > 
regulated are the concerns of agriccdture in this country, that the 
proprietor of an estate really worth 20,000 ddlars can scarcely 
subsist upon it. 

. Under the class of laiftded proprietors I may reckon the cultiva^ 
tors, here called quinteros or chacareros, who grow wheat, maixe, 
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and other grain. '• These! men are so* dei^resacd and impoverished 
that, Dotwithstanding the importance: of their calling; and th^ pub- 
lic iisdfulness of their jlabburs^ tb^y afe ranked among the people of 
least consequence in society. . 

The third . class b composed of handscrafiBmeh^ * such as masonty 
carpenters, tailors, .and shoe-makers^ who, althoiis^ they work 
hard and- receive, grdat wages, »^eldom' realisie property. . The 
journeymen > are usually people ; of coloar ;' the masters for • the 
most part ' Geooesei and uiiiversaUy ibteagners, for the Spaniards 
despise these trades^, and cannot stoop- to. werk^along withr<negro» 
oar mulattos. S Many j of: the lower orders denve^ subsistence finn 
these/ and otbei! employments.' of a similar niture; here are linte- 
biimerB, woodficutters, • tanners, curriers, Sec. The free porten 
constitute >a numerous bodjr of. men ; they ply about the stnets 
to load and unload carts, and. carry burdens, but they ace so 
idfetandwdisSKriute^ 4hat noicoan can depend on their services fiat 
a week together ; when they have a little money, they drink aad 
gamfokv/and iwhen pennyless, they sometimes betake themselves 
to pilfering. These habits have, long rendered them a. public 
nuisance, but no corrective measures have hitherto 1)een taken^ 
nor doe^thefe appear, on thp part' of the higher orders, any dispo* 
sitiori I to reform them. • 

. Persons employed in public offices may b6 comprehended un* 
deT) the Iburth class. . The. best situations under Ooveraraent are 
hdd by native Spaniards ; those of less emolument by Creoles } 
the former are regarded as mere sinecures, and the persons en* 
joying them are considered as in no way serviceable to the commu- 
nity ext^ept by spending their large salaries within it. ♦ 

The I fifth class is the militia or soldiery. Previous to the 
invasion of the English, the officers were not much noted for 
military science, or for that ardour which leads to the Acqui- 
sition of it ; their chief ambition was to obtain commands in towns 
and villages, especially those on the Portuguese frontier, where they 
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might enrich themselves by smuggling. The piivates were ill-^lis- 
ciplined, badly di-essed, and badly paid* The effective force which 
the cnown of Spain maintained in these possesclions was one 
regiment of the line, which was to consist of 1200 m^n, but was 
seduced .to lf?ss than 'half; iohe • regiment of dragoons amounting to 
600^ two of cavalry called blaodengues^ 600 i^aeh, and one>or two 
companies : of artiUery. With the exception of the Uandengtfes, all 
the troops were originally sent from <ihe Penii:isula, bat' not > having 
for theJaM twenty yeaiai been rPec^iiited from thence, their 'Tanks 
were gradually filled by natives," By dmincbce^ thdyi were ^ called 
Veterans^ /but) they, have been . of lelte disbanded^ and their = dfficers 
have passed to the>cominand of the new corps : which '*^re formed 
on the JSnglish invasiojiii * Theifbrceof thdsecor|istnay) beeMimated 
at nine thqusmd ib^Ia v r. ' .;•' 

'i The>siixth class is this clergyman niiibber about a) thousand. • -The 
aeciilairs aredistitiguished fay thiiirlearlitiigv honour, and probity from 
the iriarsy whoaarein geaeral so grosi^ly ignorant knd superstitious, 
that* they rehder^ no real':selrviee'to the put^lid in any' way, but 
rather tend . to disturb the minds 6f the honest and welMis- 
posed* ' :•'• *'*') ' '*'i' .-' '** ■ '••"; i '"'..'' " 
' Every observation^ I iliras: dble to^ nlake gave* me a ' fiatvourable 
idea of the geinetal character^ of the ^people : they dre trtictable, 
priid^nt^. and gmierous ; sind* dt^Ubdfess, had they been under a 
ibilder'andmm'e'beii^cent government than that of • the Spaniards, 
they might have become a model to other colonies; but* it is la- 
mentable to add, that in points of morality they cannot be consir 
dered as much superior to the other inhabitants of America. This 
is attributable to the want of a proper system of education for 
youth, to the pernicious example afforded by the vices of the 
Europeans, and, in a word, to the prevalence of an intolerant system, 
which, by aiming to make men what they cannot be, cause them to 
become what they ought not to be. The excessive rigour exer- 
cised by the ministers of worship as well as by the government, for 
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the suppressioa of immorality, . defeats its own end ; it is like the 
unskilful practice of a physician, which, directed solely against the 
external symptoms, aggravates instead, of reinoviDg the disease. 
Thus, while open profligacy is discountenanced in Buenos Ayres, 
libertinism of a more dangerous kind is connived at, if not tole* 
rated ; the peace of the most respectable private fisimilies is ii»ble 
to be destroyed by votaries of seduction, who respect neither^ tlie 
purity of female virtue, nor the sacred ri^ts of matrimony* This 
evil pervades all classes of society, and is the source of domestic 
disputes, which often lead to serious consequences. 

In thus attempting to describe the state of Buenos Ayreg^as I 
found it in the year 1807f I have purposely avoided all discussions 
of a political nature, and have declined entering into a detail of 
the events which led to the present struggles of the people for 
independence, .. Circumstanced, as I. then was^ I had no means of 
procuring correct, and impartial infcmnation on the subject, but 
since my return I have been favoured with a communication, conu 
taining a brief history of the Revolution, by a gentleman whose 
official situation at Buenos Ay res afforded him the ampler oppor- 
tunities of observing its rise and progress. This communication in**, 
terested me so much that I soHcited. and c^tained permission. to 
9Xknex it to this work in a detached ibrra, and I submit it to the 
public under the impression that its authentic character, and >the 
spirit of moderation which it breathes^ will ensure to it a candid 
and favourable reception *. 
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CHAP. IV. 

•J 

Voyage >/a SL Catherine's. — Description of that Island^ and of the 
Coast in its Vicinity. ^^ Arrival at Santos^ and Journey thence 

m 

to St.Paufs. 



/^N my.retura to Monte Video, I lost lio time in putting ia exe- 
^^ cdtion my purposed voyage to Rio de Janeiro ; and as advices 
had arrived, stating , that considerable difficulty might attend the 
entrance of an English ship into that port, I bottomried a For- 
tugue^i vessel, called the Vencedor, and was joined by a party of 
gentlemen whose bn»ness required them to visit the capital of 

In the beginning of September 1807i we had just embarked our 
stock for this voyage;' when an order for the immediate evacuation- 
of Monte Video by our troops was unexpectedly issued. As it had- 
beeo generally believed that a prolongation of the time for giving 
up the place bad been agreed on, the greatest hurry and confusion^ 
prevailed in embarking the troops and stores, as well as the baggage 
of individoalSt About mid-day the whole was on board; a signal-^" 
gun vtas then . fired for the Spanish troops to enter, and about three 
in the afternoon^ we had the mortification to behold their flag 
hoisted on tibe ramparts of this important military post and commer- 
cial depdt, which the British fbrces had, a short period before, so 
bravely and so dearly won. 

Having still some purchases to make, I returned on shore, with 
two of liiy friends, about four o'clock, but we had soon reason to 
repent of our temerity, for on passing the mQle we were ^n^ticed as: 
enemies and threatened .severely, so that we. found it necessary to 
pass into the more private streets in order to' av6id thfe malignant' 
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and hostile taunts of those very men who had of late expressed 
themselves our friends and well-wishers. Desirous of ex|>editing 
our several affairs as much as possible, we separated, and I was not 
able to rejoin my companions. until .eight in the evening. I found 
them in great anxiety for my safety ; the Spaniards had fired a feu- 
de-Joie from the citadel and fort.S^. Jo9et)h, ahdwtive ooW^ preparing 
for bonfires * and illuminations, and my friends, though they did 
their utmost to avoid the riotous crowds that paraded the tdwn^ had 
several narrow escapes from being plundered and stripped by the 
soldiery. . Wej^all got safely OO' board by teo o^clock* congratulating 
&¥^h other bn^ having happily avoided the daagers to which bur rash 
confidence Jn tl:^ amicable disposition of the inhabitants had ex* 

^ ,0n tbfs 11th of Sepiteinber we sailed from the Rio de la Plata r the 
Itesstels'^b&uod .for the Gape of Good Hope wersi then. nearly out of 
sight, and as we beheld them we felt a melancholy but proud de-1 
tight in reflecting. t^»t» after s\icb:grievouit and unexpected reverses, 
qui! brave country mea w^reonce more within their wide undisputed 
<lQpir0, <the ocean; /Aiiev a voyage, in ivhidi: nothing ikrortb rdation 
occurred^ we. made the island of^Stpatheiine's oni the .fi9th^ at sun«^ 
riao, and; were delighted with»'a grand and pictureque view of its 
conical Irocks^ rising abruptly from the sea; embellished' with the 
lofty mounjtaios.of Brazil, covered with :wood io/the.baok'^grbund,. 
This sublimQ .sceuc^ry inteiested uaithe^mdreA'Qm the* contrast it 
fqrv^ed i^^ith. the extensive i^nd woodless. [Plains of Buetfos Ajres. 
Thi^ island is. situated in 27 and 29^< south latitude^ : and is separated 
from .the contijient by a strait, in some placeslnot half a league wide. 
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* One mode which they adopted for dUplayiog their triumph over their late coaqueiort 
waft singular enough ; they collected all flie sign boards belonging to the English warehouses 
and shops, and made a bonfire of them: A great qosintity of diese boards were from the 
pnlperias, the masters of wUch^had been obliged to haub onthem the following inscriptioni 
painted in lai]ge fdiarapt^, <' lacen^ed to seQ liquprw" 
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Entering * th^ puk of' St.Catliierine'siby the north, we passed 
aeveral islaod^^ on one of which, westward of the entrance, stood 
the respectable ibrt of Sahtia Gruz* After running a few miles in 
shoal water, we sailed into a narrow passage guarded by two fovts, 
which fomis the harbour. From the anchorage, and more particii- 
larly from the landing-place, which is at the bottom of a verdant slope 
of about five hundred yards, the town has a most beautiful appear- 
ance, and: the perspective is nobly crowned by its fine cathedral. 
The green is ititei^spersed with orange-^trees, and fbrms an agreeable 
parade. Immediately on entering, tbe town, we discerned in its 
general appearance, and in the manners of its inhiabitants^, a striking 
superiority over those which we had of latei visited* These houses 
are well built, have two or three stories^ with- boarded floors, and 
are provided with neat, gardens, well stocked with excellent vegeu 
tabtes and flowers/ > The town consists of Several streeite,i and majr 
•contain frbnl five thousand to six thoiisand inhabitants. It is/ a^fw^ 
port. The produce of the island consists in rice, niaize, thandtbca, 
troflfee of excellent quality, oranges, perhaps the finest in the worM, 
and a variety of other fruits^. So^air aihd indi^ are likbwise prai* 
duced, but in small quantities. A profnsion of ithe fine^t^ floweiis 
tndicati^ the gehial nature of its climate r the rose and the jewatiiin 
are in bloom :all the year round. ' * :irj''i . 

The 'Surface of the island is varied with niountainis,/plain&, and in 
s6a(e pli|ces swamps ; here is found a stratum bf excellent red cidy, 
which is mamifactured into jars^ culibary vessels, large water<-po(W, 
&Ci which are • exported in considerable quantities to the Plata and 
to Bio de Janeiro. The lands capable of cultivation are under con;- 
siderable improvement ; a great extent Of them was formerly covered 
with large trees, but as great quantities have of late years been cut 
down and used for ship-building, good timber may now be con- 
sidered scarce. They grow flax here of a v*ery fair quality, of which 
the fishermen make their lines, nets, and cordage. The sea here- 
abouts produces an abundant variety of excellent fish, and some 
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fine prawns; so large is the supply to, the manket, that a quaoCity 
of Bsh^ sufficient to dine a dozen persons, may be .had for asbillingi 
.Meat is much the same in quality as at Monte Video, being rather 
,hard and lean ; its general price is about three halfpence per pound. 
Pigs, turkies, ducks, poultry, and eggs, as. well as fine vegetables 
and excellent potatoes, are plentiful, and cheap. 

The trade of this place is inconsiderable^ as the produce does not 
much exceed the consumption of the inhabitants, who are in ge^ 
neral far from rich. It affords an agreeable retirement to merchants 
who have discontinued business, masters of ships who have . left off 
going to sea, and other persons, who, having secured an inde«- 
pendence, seek only leisure to enjoy it. Few places are better 
calculated for such a purpose than this ; it is enlivened by the nu«* 
merous coasting-vessels from Bahia, Pernambuco^ and other ports;, 
bouiui for the Plata, which frequently touch here ; and it .is amply 
provided with artisans of all descriptions, such as tailors, shoer 
fakers, tin-workers, joiners, and smiths. The inhabitants in general 
are very civil and courteous to strangers; the ladies are haudsouM 
and very lively, theic. chief employment is making of lace, in which 
they dis{^ay great ingenuity and taste. 

. The mountains of the interior, and the rocks on the coast, are of 
primitive granite. Close to the fort, on the left hand of the etitrance 
to the harbour,, is a vein of griinstein in various states of decern po- 
jftition, which ultimately migrates into clay of a superior quality tQ 
that generally found in the valleys. The soil in the interior, being ra^- 
ther humid, is surprisingly fertile. It consists principally of a rich 
Aregetable decomposition, on which shrubs and plants grow in great 
luxuriance^ Myrtles appear in all parts, and a most beautiful va<^ 
jiety of the passion-flower is found in equal abundance. Here is 
-also a profusion of roses, pinks, rosemary, &g. 
. The animals are chiefly opossums, njonkeys, and armadillas ; 
ihere are various serpents, among which is the beautiful corral snake. 
Of birds, there are. cranes, hawks, parrots, of various : species. 
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hummiog birds and toucans, the latter of every variety in great 
numbers. 

The climate is serene and wholesome, its solstitial heats being 
moderated constantly by fine breezes from the south-west and north* 
east, which are the winds that generally blowliere ; the latter prevails 
froin September to March, and the former from April to August, so 
that a voyage to the north, during one half of the year is slow and 
tedious. . 

The island is divided into four parishes: 1st, Nossa Senhora de 
Dereito ; 2d, St Antonio ; Sd, LaguAo ; and 4th, Riberon. The 
divisions of the opposite part of the continent are likewise under the 
jurisdiction of the governor of St. Catherine's, who is subject, in cer- 
tain cases, to the captaincy of St. Paul's, and in others to the Go- 
vernment of Rio de Janeiro. These divisions, are 1st, St. Jos6 ; 
Sd, St. Miguel; and 3d, Nossa Senhora de Rosario; the entire po- 
pulation of the island and its dependencies amounts to about 
30,000 souls. 

Of the fortresses which defend this island the most considerable 
is Santa Cruz before-mentioned ; there are four others, Porto Groed^ 
Ratones, Estreito, and Concep^ao. Off the former there is safe 
anchorage for a fleet of men of war, and the harbour which it pro«- 
tects may be entered by ships of 300 tons, if not of a heavy draught 
of water. Ships passing the channel are required to send a boat on 
shore at Santa Cruz before they proceed. 

To the west of the island, on the opposite coast, is an almost in- 
accessible barrier of lofty mountains, thickly covered with tr^s and 
underwood. At a small port in the vicinity, called Piripi, which 
has a very pretty river, an immense quantity of fish is caught, dried, 
and exported. They are extremely fat, and very soon become rancic}. 

On the continent, opposite the town of St. Catherine's, stands the 
pleasant village of St. Jos6, the inhabitants of which are principally 
occupied in sawing timber into planks^ making bricks, and growing 
rice. The net gains of a poor family here are incredibly small, but 

H 



( so ) 

the necessaries of life are cheap, and they have few incentives to 
curtail their present enjoyments for the sake of improving their fu- 
ture fortunes. Near this village is a lovely vale called Picada, 
thickly studded with white cottages, embosomed in cmtnge^groves 
and plantations of coffee. The gently^loping hills which enclose 
this spot, give a picturesque effect to the bold rugged scenery be^ 
yond them. This valley, and others contiguous to it, form the ex« 
tremities of Ihe territory habitable by the Portugueze, for on the 
land to the westward, tliough at considerable distance, dwell the 
Anthropophagi, bere called Boogres. These savages live entirely 
in the woods, in wretched sheds made of palm-branches, inter-* 
woven with bananas. Their occupation is chiefly hunting with 
bows and arrows, but they frequently employ these weapons in hos«r 
tilities against their neighbours. A party of them will sometimes 
way-lay a Portuguese, whose residence is solitary; they have 
even beeoi known to attack and destroy whde families. No regard 
to humanity seems indeed to be paid by either party in their en«- 
counters ; they are mutuaUy bent on a war of extermination. . 

There is much low swampy land in the island, over which causes- 
ways, supported by piles, are made, to a considerable extent. These 
lands, on account of their humidity, are very favourable to the growth 
of rice. The palm-trees, seen at intervals in every direction, have a 
y^vy pleasing effect. 

Our stay at St. Catherine's was prolonged by some unforeseen 
circumstances, and we had time to take various excursions into the 
interior of the island and to the adjacent continent. On one of 
these occasions I happened to be absent, but the adventures which 
attended it being rather amusing, I am tempted to relate them in 
the words of one of my friends who formed the party. " Having 
hired horses and negroes we set out early in the morning for the 
river Tavarinha. The road for three leagues lay through thick woods, 
along which we passed without any material accident, and arrived 
at the end of our journey about two in the afternoon. We dined 
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with Captain Leoaes^ who entertained ub very hospitably , and would 
have persuaded us to prolong our visit, but we determined to return 
that evening over the mountains^ We travelled for a league through 
a level welUcultivated country^ clothed with orange^groves and coffee^ 
plantations, and tolerably populous. At sunset we arrived at the 
foot of the mountains, and began to ascend a steep and dangerous 
road, in the intricacies of which we were soon bewildered, and had 
great difficulty to regain die most beaten path, which led horne^ 
ward«. Night suddenly overtook us, and we had still three hours 
journey over the mountains, without guide or attendant, along a 
perfectly alpine road^ winding on the edge of horrible precipices^ 
In this part of the journey two of us, having advanced a little, the 
rest of the party were suddenly alarmed by a dreadful shriek which 
excited great apprehension lest some one should -have been precipi* 
iated down the gulph^ but we were agreeably undeceived soon after 
by the whole <^ the party joining us. We now heard a ndise like 
hammers, which (Mroceeded from persons beating cotton, and in a 
little tino^ arrived at a house where, on enquiry, we were informed 
that the town was ten miles distant. We were proceeding, when a 
voice cried out in English, ^^ but will not you stop and have some 
grog ?" It may easily be ima^ned that to be thus suddenly hailed 
with one of the most familiar phrases of our native English, while 
benighted in a strange land, operated like an electric shock upon us ; 
we immediately alighted at the house whence the voice seemed to 
proceed, and found a Mr. Nunney , the English interpreter, who fur- 
nished us with a guide ; we now continued our way with greater con* 
fidence, and reached the town about midnight. This Mr. Nunney, 
as we afterwards learnt, receives a dollar per diem during the stay 
of every English or American ship that touches at this port, whether 
his services are wanted or not, and by these means, with the profits 
of the sales of provisions which he makes to such ships, he has ac^ 
(fuked a little fortune and a pretty estate. His pn^ts, indeed, are 
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elorhitftnt, .for he charges the articles 100 pc^ cent; higher than they* 
can be procured at from any other dealer in the place.'' 

While at the town of St. Catherine's, we visited some of the gar^ 
dens with which its vicinity is embellished. They are laid out with 
great taste^ particularly one belonging to. the vioar, another in the 
estate of the late excellent and able General Soares de Coimbra, 
and a third .the property of Colonel GiEtma. At Barragros, near the 
village of St. Jos^, we visited a gentleman of the nameof Caldwin, 
who collects and preserves, insects. He showed us his groiinds, 
which occupy a space of eighty-five fathoms along the beach, and 
extend a milt inland, containing orangeries, coffee, rice, and naaii-> 
dioca, in a fioe state of culture. . These weU*watered plantations, 
together with a neat house and garden,, he offeied to sell for a thotH 
sand crusados (about 1251. sterling). 

This was not the. only instance we remarked of the low value of 
landed property here. About two miles from the town of St. Ca^ 
therine^ a neat house, a small orangery and ground clear of brush 
wood, capable of forming a pretty plantation, was offered at 100 
dollars. An excellent house, in one of the best situations in the envi«^ 
rpns of the town, with a garden of about two acres well and tastefully 
planted, was offered to be sold for 4001. sterling* The building of 
the house must alone have cost 5001. and it was in perfect condition. 
In short, money appeared so valuable, that a large landed estate 
might be.purchased for a mere trifle. 

Our excursions to the main land were not confined to the districts 
immediately within the jurisdicticHi of St. Catherine's. Proceeding 
northward from . St. Jos6 we entered some fine bays, the . shores of 
wtiich were studded with houses pleasantly situated amid bananerias, 
orangeries, and plantations of rice, coffee, and mandioca. After 
having passed several well-peopled parishes, we arrived at ArmasSo, 
a village at the extremity of a bay about nine leagues distant fiiom 
St.Jos^, and four, leagues north of Santa Cru?. This village is a 
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fishing statidn for imhales, which were formerly vevy numerous on 
thia .coast, and in the bays that indent it. The £sheiy is fomicd by 
government to. a company under the superinteiidancei of i a Captain 
Mor^ and a number of. inferior 6fficers. About 150 negroes are 
employed on this station, but the number of wbales now caught is 
not so great as formerly, when the average, was three or fourhundred 
in a season. Their conveniences for flinching or cutting up the fish 
are extensive and well-contrived.. Several finepidrs project from^ 
the shore into eighteen to twenty feet depth of water, oh which are* 
erected capstans, cranes, aud other requisite machinery. Hither 
all the fish caught on the coast are brought. The i boiling*house,> 
tanks, &c. are far superior to any thing of the>kind at Oreenkuuif 
dock^ and indeed to all similar establishnientS' in Europe.^ To give 
an idea of their magnitude,' it is.j9uffi0ientto.say, that in one*. ran^ 
there .are twenty*seven. verjrikiFge'boilefes, jukI places fori thrte chore. 
Their . tanks . are vast vaults,. on sonlei of which a boat might be* 
rowed with ease. We obtained a view of these great works through: 
the civility of the . commander of the place, • Captain lacinth^ 
St* George, who lives here in a princely style, and possesses a very 
considerable property, which he diffuses with great public spirit and 
liberality. All who have visited Armasaocan bear witness to his 
affability and urbanity to strangers^ 

We crossed this peninsula by a. mountainous road of four leagues- 
to the Bay of Dos Ganchos, commonly known by . the name of 
Tejucos. Here land is of little or no value ; any one may take as 
much as he pleases of what is unappropriated, provided he make 
a proper application for it to the government. We passed two sugar 
plantations with conveniencies for making rum ; and observed nume- 
rous huts interspersed in the vicinity. The contrary sideof this poiin- 
sula forms the bay before named. The poor cottages of the people 
here pre^nt a curious picture of rural irregularity; some are built on 
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the summit of conical mounsains^ the passage to which is frequently 
obstructed by clouds ; dthers stand on the sides of gentle acclivities i 
but the greater number of them is situated almost in contact with 
the ocean, whidh often flows to their verj doors. The bay is from 
twd to three leagues a(iross^ and extends about the same distance 
inland ; it is wel^sheltei^ed, and affords good anchorage, and fine situ-* 
ations for loading timber, with which the mountainous country 
around is thickly clothed, and large quantities of which are felled 
and embarkLcd for Rio de Janeiro and the Plata. Canoes are 
made here, at a cheapo rate and in greater numbers than in any 
other part of Brazil. Ihe inhabitants grow rice in considerable 
quantities, as weU as solne coSee and sugar, but such is their indo- 
lence and poYerty tl^t they use only hand-mills, consisting of two 
honaontal raltera, in manufacturing the latter article. 

Into this bay fkU aevecal streams formed by the mountain tor- 
rents and springs, and t\ii^o tolerable rirers^ the less called Infer- 
ninho, and the larger Tigreno. They both flow through low swampy 
land, subject to inundation, and overgrown with mangroves and an 
immense variety of trees. The insalubrity of this tract might be cor«- 
lected by clearing away the underwood and draining the soil, but 
the arduousuess of such aii undertaking might deter a more active 
and skilful people than this. In the rainy season it is inundated to 
a great extent, and in summer it is infested with terrible swarms 
of mosquitos and burachala flies, which render it almost uninha^ 
bitable« 

Along the beach of this bay I found the shell of the murex 
genus, which produces that beautiful crimson dye, so valued by the 
ancients^ It is here. called purpura, and to my great surprise, its 
use is in some degree known to the natives, one of wh<»ii shewed 
me some cotton fringe, dyed with an extract of it, though ill-pre«* 
pared. The shell is about the si^e of the common whelk, and con* 
tains a fish, on whose body appears a vesicle full of a pale yellow, 
viscid, purulent substance, which constitutes the dye. The mode of 
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extmctiog it, is to break the shell carefully iwith a hammery 30 as 
not to crush the 6^, and then let out the liquor iu the vesicle with 
a lancet or other sharp instrument. I £br greater convenience used 
a pen, and immediately wrote my initials, &c. on a handkerchief.; 
the marks in half an hour after were of a dirty green colour, and 
on beirtg exposed to the air a few hours longer, changed tp a most 
rich crimson. The quantity produced by each animal is yery small, 
but quite sufficient for such an experiment. The best tira^ for 
making it, is when the animal is in an incipient state of putrescency^ 
I have not a doubt that if a sufficient quantity, of them were taken, 
aoMl the dyeing nutt.ter, when extracted, were liquified in a small de^ 
gree with gum^water, a valuable article of commen;e might be pro-, 
duced. At least the trial. is worth making. The liquid is a perfect 
substantive dye, and of course resists the action of alkalies. 

On the rocks, and in greater abundance on the trunks of old treM^ 
I observed a variety of lichens, some of which produced tints of 
several shades of colours. The continual decomposition of vege^ 
tables here adds greatly to the richness c^ the soil ; it is not uncom^ 
mon to find trees lying on the ground with their interior substance 
entirely decomposed, and a great diversity of plants growing on 
them in high luxuriance. Among the numerous tribes of birds that 
frequent diis region, the aquatic afford good eating, as do also the 
smaller parrots. The woods are filled with monkeys ; and on the 
banks of the rivers are found capivaras in considerable numbers. 
. In coasting along this shore it is customary for strangers to visit 
the chief person in command at every station, whatever may be his 
degree or rank ; he, on being requested, will furnish guides, and 
afford every assistance in his power. I always experienced the 
greatest attention and civility from these gentlemen, and have reason 
to believe that they uniformly pay the same regard tp all who visit 
them for permission to see the country. 

Ten leagues north of this place is the fine and capacious har^ 
bour . of Groupus, with its handsome town ; the anchorage is 
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equally gocni a& in that of Dos Oanchos. The iDhabitante hero 
pursue the saiiie mode oi living as their nei^bours in Tejucos. 
The J have a fine climate, and a soil which yields a hundred-fold 
for whatever is sown or planted in it, and is noted for its delicionti 
fruits. The cotton of which their common clothes are made is 
grown, spun, and woven among them ; they build their own houses, 
and form their own canoes, which they are dexterous in managing, 
and prefer to boats. It may indeed be said that every man is mole 
or less an artizan, but I am sorry to observe that they prefer ease 
to care and industry, and are by no means so good husbandmen as 
those of Tejuco. This bay, as far as I could obs^ve, during my 
short visit to it, presents to the view greater diversity of hiils, valleys, 
and plains than the one before-mentioned. Both are* esteemed fine 
fishing-ground during the whale-season, which is fit)m December to 
June. 

From hence to the northward is the fine harbour of San Francisco, 
in the bay of the same name. It has three entrances defended by 
forts ; that to the south is most firequented. The land here is very 
flat for several miles, and the rivers which intersect it are navigable 
for canoes as far as the base of the great chain of mountains, 
where a public road, begun at incredible labour and expence, leads 
over that almost impassable barrier. This road will soon be a work 
of national importance to Brazil, as through it the finest district in 
that country^ and indeed one of the finest in the world in point of 
climate, the rich plain of Corritiva, will be connected with the ocean. 
The ridge of mountains is more than four thousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and there is a regular ascent for twenty leagues 
from their inland base, to Corritiva. On this fertile tract are fed large 
herds of cattle for the supply of Rio de Janeiro, St; Paul's, and other 
places ; here are also bred mules in great numbers. Its soil and 
air are so genial, that olives, grapes, apples, peaches, and other 
fruits grow to as rich a maturity as in Europe, though tliey are 
here almost in a wild state* It is divided into many parishes, but 
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ks population k smalls compared with its exienft ; a dfrctiinstande 
rather surfHising, since every necessary of life is here so bheap and 
in such great plenty. Its distance from the coast and iVom the 
chief towns, and the hitherto bad road, may have contributed to 
deter settlers ; it iis principally occupied as a breeding district, and 
supports no more inhabitants than what are barely competent to 
Biaiiage and tend the cattle, which are chiefly purchased by private 
dealers, and sometimes by commissioners from government, who 
come hither occasionally for. the purpose. The road from hence 
to the city of St, PauKs, distant about 80 leagues, is tolerably 
inhabited, e&pecially in the vicinity of Sorricaba, something more 
than half way, which is a great mart for mules and horses. ' Neai^ 
this place is a well- wooded country called Gorosuava, abound- 
ing witli fine limestone, where a considerable quantity of rich iron 
ore is found. How deplorable is it that the people should yet have 
to leara the application of such valiuble resources ! 
, The neighbourhood of Corritiva is watered by fine rivers, which 
flow into the Parana. Many of the streams produce gold, par^ 
ticularly the Rio Verde; and one called the Tibigi is rich in dia* 
monds, as the few good families in its vicinity have reason to remem- 
ber with gratitude. More to the westward it is dangerous to travel, 
since in that direction live the Anthropophagi, who were driven fjcoia 
these boundaries a few years ago. The country to the north is very 
full of wood. 

The cattle at Corritiva sell at various prices ; oxen, much falter 
and in better condition than those of Bio de la Plata or of Rio 
Grande de St. Pedro, may be bought for about 13s. or 15s. a head* 
The horses are in general finer than those of Spanish America; 
mules for the pack-saddle sell at about 40s., and those for riding at 
from three to six pounds. There is, however, great fluctuation in 
the prices, owing to the occasional scarcity as well as' the occasional 
abundapce of money. 
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' But to return from this digression to San Francisco. Tlie chief 
occupations of the inhabitants are the cutting of timber, and other 
labours connected^ with ship4)uilding. Vessels of lai^e dimensions, 
and a number of small crafl for coasters, have been bpilt here bjr 
itaerchants of Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and Pemambuca When this 
trade is brisk, there is a great demand for thie various classes of arti- 
sans whom it requires, and many negroes are employed. The wood 
used is so strong, and holds the iron so firmly, that iships buijt of it 
endure many years, and are in greater esteem with the Portugueise 
and Spaniards than those built in Europe. On this aecbunt, the 
harbour of San Francisco is likely to become of considerable Value 
to Brazil ; and as it is connected with Corritiva, the cattle of which 
have l)Qen found superior to Rio Grande, there is ev>ery probability 
that at no distant period the Portuguese navy will be here supplied 
with salt provisions. This must, however, depend on the completicm 
of the great road over the mountains, to which the present adminis* 
tration have laudably directed their attention, with a degree of zeal 
commensurate to the importance of the work in a national point 
ofvieitr. 

I must not omit noticing another production in this dbtrict, which 
will rise in utility and value as the port of St. Francisco improves^ 
Toward the north there are woods of fine large pines, exceedingly 
hard, tough, and full of resin. They constitute a singular variety of 
the genus Pinus; the boughs branch offfrom the upper part of the tree 
only, and have tussocks of leaves at each extremity. A tree eighty 
feet higb> for instance, will appear without branches to the height of 
about fifty-five feet, the branches there extend horizontally in every 
direction, with leaves at their extremities, the lowest and largest to 
a distance of fourteen or fifteen feet from the stem, and the higher 
pn^ gradually diminishing in length towards the top, which ends 
in a tuft of leaves as a crown for the whole. These trees are very 
picturesque, and indeed beautiful ; they grow to a sufficient size to 
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serve as roasts for ships of two or three hundred tons; I was told 
there were much larger ones to be found. 

Resuming our voyage^ we left San Francisco, and, passing the port 
of Cananea, arrived near the entrance of the harbour of Santos. 
The coast along which we sailed is low and flat, and on its verge 
are some poor fishing-huts, which rather add to the dreariness of its 
appearance. It is covered with loftj trees, which also fringe the 
mountainous scenery beyond it. Several rivers occur, of little note 
in geography, but highly advantageous to the settlers, as they pass 
the very doors of the dwellings^ and afford easy means for the trans* 
port of produce from the interior. On nearing Santos, we passed 
several bold Tocks, called the Albatrases^ and a ledge or reef on 
which the sea broke furiously. The main land is very elevated and 
mountainous^ so much so that the low grounds which extend from 
its base are scarcely perceptible from the heights next beyond them* 

The harbour of Santos has a safe entrance, and is very secure ; it 
is a strait, having the island of St Vincent to the left, for the extent 
of half a mile, when it takes a different direction* Here is situated the 
port, which has good anchorage, with regular soundings towards the 
shore, which shoals gradually. The currents and eddies ciause some in^ 
convenience, and th^ high land occasions much variation in the iVinds^ 
which perplexes mariners on their entrance into the narrows, but as 
the water is not deep, and the current far from strong, a ship is safe 
the moment her anchor is let go, and by means of a boat and 
kedge she may be placed in any situation the pilot chooses. The 
part called the narrows is defended by two forts, on jpassing which 
there is a kind of lagoOn of three or four leagues in length, almost 
full of mangroves, terminated by the town of Santos, one of the 
oldest European settlements in Brazil. In common with St. PauIX 
it owes its origin to the first shipwreck on the island of St. Vincent. 
The river or lagoon has three or four fathoms water and a muddy 
bottom. Santos is a ]>lace of considerable trade, being the store- 
house of the giieat captaincy of St. FauFs, and the resort of maily 
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vessels trading to the Rio de la Plata. It is tolerably well built, and 
its population, consisting chiefly of merchants, shopkeepers, and 
arlificers, amounts to six or seven thousand souk. The situation i» 
by no means healthy, as the country around it is low, woody, and 
frequently deluged with rain, by reason of the high mountains in 
its vicinity, which impede the passage of the clouds. Several rivu- 
lets flowing irom the foot of these mountains intersect the land in 
various directions, and unite in one great river a little above the town 
of Santos. The rice of this district, which is grown in great quanti- 
ties, is considered the best in Brajsil^ and the bananas are equally 
noted. 

From this port the Spanish territories, as well as Rio Grande, re- 
ceive a great proportion of their sugar, cofiee, rum, rice, mandioca, 
indigo, &c. ; in return they bring hides and tallow, which are gene- 
rally exported hence to Europe. The Portuguese send much of 
their produce to the Spanish colonies, and are generally ill paid, but 
the shortness of the voyage, and the want of other markets, tempt 
many young men to speculate, notwithstanding the heavy duties 
and the numberless petty obstacles with which their neighbours have 
impeded and encumbered this commerce, A Spaniard in his own 
country rarely allows even a shadow of justice to a Portuguese ; he 
uses a thousand artifices for procrastinating the decision of a cause at 
issue between them, till the latter, when his patience is completel}' ex* 
hausted, finds that he is likely to derive nothing firom the contest 
but immense piles of law-papers, frequently written on the most 
trivial points in litigation, and paid for at ah exorbitant price. If 
he persevere after all this disappointment, it generally happens that 
another alcalde or judge is appointed, and then the business is 
laid on the shelf. The injured Portuguese, after so much waste of 
time and money, is threatened with worse consequences, and fre- 
quently is obliged to leave the country in ruin and disgust. 

As Santos is the embarking place of St. Paul's, its intercourse with 
that town is very considerable. In the course of a day several 
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hundred mules frequently arrive, loaded with the produce of the 
country, and return with salt, iron, copper, earthen wares, and 
European manufactures. For the traffic of its immediate vicinity, 
it has the convenience of water-carriage, its river being navigable 
about twenty miles, up to Cuberton, where an officer with a guard 
of soldiers is stationed to receive the King's duties for the repair of 
the roads and other public purposes. 

The governor of Santos being subject, in all cases, to the governor 
of St. Paul's, we appUed to him for permission to go thither, which 
was immediatdy granted. It was now eight in the evening, and 
we were without an asylum for the night. I had several letters of 
recommendation, not one of which procured us any civility, and 
we found that the inhabitants were far from being courteoiis to 
strangers. We were willing to impute this to want of convenient 
accommodations, but it may be generally observed, that along the 
whole coast the same shyness prevails, while in the interior the 
people vie with each other in acts of hospitality. Perhaps in all conn* 
tries this duty is most practised where the occasions for its exercise 
most rarely occur. 

Being unable to procure a bed at Santos, we were obliged to en- 
gage a canoe to convey us up the river to Cuberton, where we ar- 
rived at two in the morning, and were introduced, into the guard, 
house for a lodging. The corporal being called up, accommodated 
us as well as be was able ; we lay down on the softest planks we 
could find, and made pillows of our portmanteaus, but though much 
wearied we found ourselves little disposed to sleep on so uneasy a 
couch. At sunrise, when we got up, an extraordinary and busy 
scene presented itself; before the guard-house was a large space of 
ground enclosed by the storehouse and other outbuildings, and here 
above a hundred mules were led out to , be harnessed and loaded ; 
the gentleness and tractability, of these fine large animals pleased us 
much, and the expertness of their masters, particularly of the negroes, 
in placing and replacing the burdens, was truly surprising. 
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Frotn the good corporal^ who was commandiDg-officer here, we 
received every attenticHi, and much more civility than we had reason 
to eicpect from the experience we had of the unaccommodating dis- 
position of the people in Santos^ in much better circumstances than 
himself. He procured us a good breakfast, and furnished ns with 
saddle mules for our journey, at the rate of ten shillings each, the 
distance being eight leagues. Having obtained a guide we mounted, 
and proceeded about half a mile, when we reached the foot of the 
stupendous mountains we had to cross. The road is good and well 
paved, but narrow^ and on account of the ruggjsd acclivities is cut 
in a sng-tag direction, with very frequent and abrupt turnings con<- 
tittUally on the ascent. The trains of loaded mules which we met 
on their way to Santos rendered the passage disagreeable, and at 
times dangerous. In many places the road is cut through the solid 
rock for several feet, in others along the perpendicular sides, and it 
leads frequently over the tops of conical mountains, along the edge 
of precipices, down which the traveller is liable to be thrown into 
an impervious thicket full thirty yards below. These dangerous 
places are secured by parapets. Afler ascending for an hour and 
a half, during which time we made innumeraUe turnings, we ar« 
rived at a resting place^ near which, at a spot a httle lower than the 
road) we found water. This place, as our guide informed us, was 
only half-way to the summit ; we were astonished at the intelligence^ 
as the clouds were already so far below us that they obstructed our 
prospect. During our progress hither, we observed that the mules 
travel as quick on an ascent as on level ground ; they much excel 
the horse in uneven roads with sharp turnings, and still more so in 
bad roads. 

To attempt the geology of mountains so covered by vegetable 
matter would be a difficult task ; the component parts of those 
along which we passed appeared to be granite, and frequently 
soft crumbling ferruginous sand-stone. Some picturesque streams 
bursting from their high sources form fine cascades, and in crossing 
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the road force their way through many detached and round masses 
of granite. The woods are' so thick in every part, except where the 
mules tread, that no soil can be seen ; the branches of the trees 
in some places meet and form an arbour over the road, which 
shades the traveller from the heat of the sun, and shelters him 
from rain. 

After resting for about twenty minutes we again mounted and, 
resumed our ascent. The road presented at times four or five £ig-jsag8 
above us at one view, and gave us fresh reason for astonishment at 
the completion of a work so fraught with difficulties. The millions 
of crowns which must have been expended in clearing the woods and* 
thickets in its course, and in cutting through the solid rock for a con* 
siderable distance, as well as in paving it through the whole extent of 
the ridge, afford no mean idea of the enterprising spirit of the Bra«^ 
zilians. Few public works, even in Europe, are superior to it; and 
if we consider that, as the district through which it passes, is but 
thinly inhabited, the labour bestowed on it must have been piiiv 
chased most dearly, we shall hardly find one in any country so 
well completed under similar disadvantages. 

In three hours we reached the summit, a plain of considerable 
extent, the lowest estimated height of which is $ix thousand feet. 
The surface is chiefly composed of quartz covered with sand« 
The sea, though distant twenty miles, seemed to us as if it washed 
the foot of the mountains ; the level part of the coast and the pork 
of Santos below us came not within the angle of vision. While we 
enjoyed this sublime prospect, we were refreshed by a cool breeze, 
which renewed our strength and spirits, and enabled us to pursue our 
journey with alacrity. Advancing about a mile and a half, we came 
to a part of the road which was cut several feet deep through the 
rock, and observed in this quarter many small streams which, though 
contiguous to the sea, all flow in a south«*west course to an immense 
distance, and, uniting, form the great river Gorrientes, which joins the 

9 



( 64 ) 

Plata. This drcumstance will sufficiently explain the form of this* 
mighty ridge of mountains, namely, that the highest and steepest 
side fronts the sea, and that the other shelves more gradually and 
with more frequent outlets to the plains of the interior. This part of 
the road is lined by fine trees and large thickets on both sides. The 
heavy rains of the season (December) had damaged it in various 
parts ; the readiest mode of repairing these breaks is to cut down 
several trees, about seven inches diameter, place them across, and 
fasten them down with hooked stakes. The mules which travel 
these rugged declivities, though far more hardy than horses, fre« 
quently fall victims to fatigue ; we observed some dead by the way-* 
side. In the course of our route we passed several parties of negroes 
and some of Indians, working at repairs in the road, or making new 
branches from it. Some of them I noticed with swellings in the 
neck, though very different from those I have observed in Derby- 
shire and other mountainous countries. In the case of these Indians 
not only there appeared that protuberance from the glands com- 
monly called a wen, but lumps of from half an inch to three inches 
in diameter hung from it in an almost botryoidal form. 

After crossing several rivulets and passing a few houses, we arrived 
at a tolerable inn, belonging to ah officer of militia, where we were 
soon provided with plenty of milk, coffee, and fowls. It is distant 
sixteen or twenty miles from St. Paul's, and may be considered as' 
half-way between that town and Santos. The owner, who was 
much surprised to see Englishmen, treated us with every civility^ 
and procured us a change of saddle-mules. While they were 
preparing, he shewed us a tract of land in front of his house, toW 
rably well-cleared, where we took an hour's shooting. We then 
proceeded through a much more open country, which bore the 
traces of former cultivation, and seemed of late to have been much 
neglected. As we drew nearer St. Pauls, the road improved, and 
was enlivened by a greater number of habitations in its vicinity. 



( m ) 

audd w^re distingiiisbed by large eipS9es ereclied before theiow TbQ 
ladid wa« watered by.aeyend fine. sti^e^UMS ; in one part w« €»b< 
served a, . quairji! of ^nxugipoHft gnt-^Ume^ but we had not lei^irj^ 
to make much mineralogical research. St. PauFs, .altboitgh oq 
an elevated site, is not observed at any great distance in this 
direction. In its immediate neighbourhood the river runs parallel 
to the roady which it sometimes partially overflows, and covers 
with sand. To our. left we saw a large astallage, or inn, where 
numbers of mules are unloaded, and travellers commonly pass 
the night. It consists of a very large shed, supported upon up- 
right pieces of timber, with separate divisions for receiving the 
cargoes or burdens of the mules, each traveller occupying as 
many as his goods require ; and there is a piece of ground, of 
about a hundred yards in circumference, planted with small up- 
right stakes at ten or fifteen feet distance, to which the bridles of 
the mules are tied while they are fed, saddled, and loaded. 
These astallages are common in all parts of Brazil. 

On entering the town^ although we had expected much from 
its being the capital of the district, and the residence of the 
governor, yet we were struck with the neat appearance of its 
houses, stuccoed in various colours ; those in the principal streets 
were two or three stories high. Having arrived an hour or two 
before sun*set, we walked to the house of a gentleman, to whom 
we had a letter of recommendation, but he being absent, we were 
obUged to pass the night at the astallage, where our mules had 
been put up. It was a miserable abode. The next moming we 
breakfasted with our friend, and were conducted by him to 
the governor. Brigadier General Orte, who honoured us with an 
invitation to dinner, permitted a perishable cargo of my friend's 
property, which was lying at Santos, to be unloaded, and gave us 
a general welcome to his palace. We had the good fortune to 
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find that tiro of His Excellency's aides-de-camp^ men of excellent 
character, had been educated in England. They assbted us in 
obtaining lodgings, rendered us every service that we stood in 
need of, and shewed an earnest desire to make our stay as agree* 
able as possible. 
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CHAP. V. 

Description of St. Pauts. — System of Farming prevalent in its 
Neighbourhood. — Excursion to the Gold Mines of Jaragua : — 
Mode of working them. — * Return to Santos. 

CT. PAUL'S is situated on a pleasing eminence of about two 
miles in extent, surroundied on three sides by low meadow 
land, and washed at the base by rivulets, which aknost insulate it in 
rainy weather ; it is connected with the high-land by a narrow ridge. 
The rivulets flow into a pretty large stream called the Tieti, which 
runs within a mile of the town in a south-west direction. Over them 
there are several bridges, some, of stone and others of wood, built 
by the late governor.. The streets of St. Paul's, owing to its eleva^ 
tion (about 50 feet above the plain), and the water which almost 
surrounds it, are in general remarkably clean ; the material with 
which they are paved, is lamillary grit-stone, cemented by oxide of 
iron, and containing large pebbles of rounded quartz, approxi* 
mating to the conglomerate. This pavement is an alluvial formation 
containing gold, many particles of which metal are found in the 
chinks and hollows after heavy rains, and at such seasons are.dili* 
gently sought for by the poorer sort of people. 

This city was founded by the Jesuits, who were probably tempted 
by the gold mines ia the vicinity, more than by the salubrity of its 
air, which boyrever is not excelled by any on the whole . continent 
of South America. The medium of the thermometer here is be- 
tween 50 and 80 degrees ; in a morning I have observed it at 48^ 
and even lower, though I was not there in the winter months. The 
rains are by no means heavy or of long continuance, and the thunder- 
storms are far from being violent. The cold in the evenings was 
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frequently so considerable that I was obliged to shut my doors and 
windows, put on more clothes, and have a pan of embers in the 
room, there being no chimneys. 

Here are several squares, and about thirteen places of religious wor- 
ship, namely, two convents, three monasteries, and eight churches, the 
greater part of which, as well a» of the whole town, is built of earths 
The mo^e c^ erecting-* the walls is as follows : a frame is consthialed 
of six moveable planks f^aced edge^wise, opposite each other, and 
secured in this position by cross-pieces bolted with moveable pins. 
Earth is put in by small quantitieB, which the workmen beat witji 
rammers and occasionally nioisten with water to give it consistency. 
Having filled the firame or trough, theiy remove it aod continue the 
same operation til) the whde shell of the house is completed, taking 
care to Iftave vacanctes and put in the window^frames, door-frames, 
and beams as they proceed. The mass in course of time becranes 
itodtarated, the walld are pared perfectly ^ smooth inside, and take 
any colour the owner chooses to give tiiem i they are generally eii^ 
iriched with very ingenious devices. This species of structure is 
durable ; I have seen some houses thus built that have lasted two 
hundred yeans, and most of them baye several stories. The roo& 
are made to project two or three feet beyond the wall^ in order to 
throw off the rain to a distance from the base ; spouts might be a 
more effectual preservative against wet, but their use is little known 
here. They cover their houses with gutter-tiles, but though the 
country affords excellent clay and plenty of woody very few bricks 
are burnt. 

The population of this place amounts to full fifteen thousand 
souls: perhaps nearer twenty thousand; the clergy, including all 
ranks of religious orders, may be reckoned at five hundred. They 
are in general good members of society, free from that excessive 
bigotry and illiberahty which is the reproach of the neighbouring 
colonies, and their example has so beneficial an effect on the rest of 
the inhabitants, that I may presuitae to say, no stnmger will be mo- 
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lested while he acts as a gentleman, and does not insuH the esta* 
blfdhed religion. His Excellency the Bishop is a -most worthy pre- 
late, and wefe the inferior orders in his diocese to fbllow his steps in 
cultivating the sciences, and diffusing useful information, they 
would command greater respect from their flocks^ and by that 
means further the inta*ests of the religion they profess. Priests, 
so ignorant, can hardly escape contempt. 

No endemial diseases at present prevail here. The small-po:i: 
formerly, and indeed of late, made great havoc among the inhabi- 
tants, but its progress haa been checked by the introduction of 
vaccine innoculation^ Professors attended^ at a large hall belonging 
to the governor, to which the public were invited, and the operation 
wais performed gratis. It is to be hoped that the credit of this pre- 
ventative will make its way among the people here,: foi* they are 
not competent to enter into the liierits of thdt controversy which 
injured it in Europe. 

Here are few manufactures of any consequence ; a little coarse 
cotton is spun by the hand, and woven into cloth, which serves for 
a variety of wearing apparel, sheets, &c. They make a beautifol 
kind of net- work for hammodci^, which are -fringed with lace, and 
form an eleganfc^lece of furniture, being slung low, so as to answer 
the purpdse of ^ofas; The ladies are particiullarly fond of lising 
them, especially when the heat of the weather disposes them to ease 
and indolence. The making of 'lace is a generstt employment fcMf 
females, sonie of whom excel in it. The shop-keepers here are a 
numerous class, who, as in most colonial towns, deal in almost every 
thing, and sometimes make great fortunes. Here are few doctors 
of medicine, but many apothecaries; some silver-snnths, whose 
articles ^re -equally indifferent both in metal and workmanship; 
tailors and shoe-makers in great numbers ; and joiners, who manu- 
facture very beautiful wood, but are not so moderate in their 
charges as the former classes of tradesmen. In the out^skirts of the 
city live a tiumber of Creolian Indians, who make earthen-ware for 
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culinary purposes^ large water-jars, and a variety of other utensils 
ornamented ^itb some taste. The greatest proportion of the inhar* 
bitants consists in farmers and inferior husbandmen, who cultivate 
small portions of land, on which they breed large stocks of pigs and 
poultry for sale. With these the market is generally well-suppUed, 
and in the fruit-season is also ^stored with pines, grapes, peaches, 
guavas, bananas, a few apples, and an enormous quantity of 
quinces. '-, 

Esculent plants are grown in great profusion and variety. Here 
is a favourite bulbous root called the Cara, which is equal to the best 
potatoe, and even more farinaceous; it grows to about five inches 
in diameter, and affords excellent food either boiled or roasted. 
Here are fine cabbages, sallad-herbs, turnips, cauliflowers, arti- 
chokes, and potatoes ; the latter, though very good, are little used : 
the sweet potatoe is in greater request amoqg the natives. Maize, 
beans, green-peas, and every species of pulse flourish amazingly. 
Fowls are cheap; we bought some at three-pence and sixpence 
each ; small pigs from one to two shillings, and flitches of bacon, 
cured after the mode of the country, at about two-pence per pound. 
Turkies, geese, and ducks are abundant, aiid reasonable in price, 
the latter are of the Muscovy breed, enormously large, some weigh- 
ing ten or fourteen pounds. Here is a singular breed of cocks ; 
they resemble the common English in plumage and shape, but they 
crow very loud, and continue their last note for a minute or twp. 
When their voice is good, they are much esteemed, and are sent for 
as curiosities frprq all parts of Brazil. The cattle are in general 
good, copsidering that so little attention is paid to feeding theip i 
when thpir pastures are full of grass, they arp tolerably fi*t, but when 
otherwise they become lean. A drove may be bought at 24s; or 
30s. a head ; beef at about a penny or three-halfpence per pound. 
The curriers have a singular method of blackening cow-hides and 
calf-skins: when>they have prepared them for that operation, they 
^eprch for some mud-hole at the botton) of a ferruginous stratum, 
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a ditch for instance ; with the muci they cover that side of the skin 
required to be stained ; and they prefer this material to the solution 
of copperas, probably with reason^ as th^ sulphate of iron formed 
by the decomposed pyrites acts more miidly in this state than when 
applied in the common way. 

The horses are very fine, and in gena:*al docile ; when well trained 
they make excellent chargers. Their size is from 12i to 14i hands, 
and they vary in price from three pounds to twelve. Mules, as .we 
have before obser^^ed, are considered more useful beasts of burden. 
The breed of sheep is quite unattended to, and mutton is rarely 
or never eaten. Here is a very fine and large breed of goats, whose 
milk is generally used for domestic purposes. The dogs are very 
indifferent, and of no distinct race. 

• In my walks round the city, I had frequent Opportunities of exa« 
mining the singular succession of horizontal strata, that form the 
eminence on which it stands. ' They lie in the foHowing order : — 
first, one of red vegetable earth of variable depth, impregnated 
with ojLide of iron; below that, sand and adventitious niatter of 
difierent shades of colour,! as ochre->red, brown, and dusky yellow^ 
together with inany rounded pebbles, which indicate it to be of ra- 
ther recent formation ; it varies in depth from three to six feet^ or 
perhaps to seven, audits lower part is uniformly yellow : under thia 
is a bed of exceedingly fine clay of various colcHirs, but for the most 
part purple ; the white and yellow is the purest in quality .; it is in- 
terveined with thin layers of sand in various directions. Then suc- 
ceeds a stratum of alluvial matter, which is very ferruginous ; it 
rests on a half*decomposed substance, apparently migrating from a 
granite, in which the proportion of feld*spar exceeds that of the quartz 
and mica*. The whole is incumbent on compact granite. The 



* Probably the colouring matter antes from decodipositioii of die inica ; I hare fre- 
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quently obsenred a mast of granit^ having its surface decomposed into a red clay, in which 
the particles of mica were hardly perceptible, while the compact rock below contained .a 
very fadr proportion of that substance. 
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aides of I flie nkounit are.«teep^ ;And im sotne places nearijr .perpebdir 
cular ** ; i x' 

The fertility of the country around St. Paul** may be ipferred from 
the quantities. of produce, with which, as I have stated, its market 
is supplied. About a century ago, this tract abounded with gQl^i 
and it was not until they had exJbausted it. by /washings that the 
inhabitants thought of employing themselves in budbandry. As t^jr 
did so more from necessity than from choice^ they . were tardy, in 
pursuing those improvements which other nations hav6 made in tbiA 
noble art, and, pining at the dbappearance ^of the preicioUs nutero^^ 
considered their new - occupation as : vile, and. degrading. . Jnd^od 
throughout the whole of Braml^ thie husbandmen have ever been coxir 
sidered as forming a class greatly inferior in point, of respectabalil^t 
to the miners ; and thb prejudice will in all likelihood sub^st uttil 
the country shall have been, drained of its gold and diamonds, wbfiQ 
the . people will be compelled to seek in agriculture a constant and 
inexhaustible source of wealth. 

I shall attempt to describe the system of fkraiing which at present 
prevails in the netghbourhood of SuPauFs. It, has been elsewhete 
observed that, in this extensive em^^re, land is gcanted. in l^rge tracts^ 
on proper application ; and we may naturally suppose, that the valtiQ 
of these tracts depends more or less on their situation. It therefore 
becomes the first object of a cultivator, to look but for unoccjupied 
lands as near as possible to a large town ; good roads and navigable 
rivers are the desideriaita next in point of conketluence Which. he 
attends to. When he has made choice of a situation, he applies tc^ 
the governor of the district, who orders the proper officers tp mark, 
out the ^extent required, generally a league or a league and a. half 
square, sometimes more. Q'he cultivator then purchases . a$ mai^y 
negroes as he can, and commences his operations by erecting habi- 



^ In one part of the town is found a beautiful speciet of decomposed granite, consisting 
of extremely white feld*spar/ quartz, and very little mica. 



( T3 ) 

tations for them and himself, which are generally miserabfe sheds^ 
supported by four posts» and commonly called ranchos. His negroes 
are then directed to cut down the trees and brashwood growing on 
the land, to such an extent as he thinks they will be able to» 
manage. This done, they set fire to all they ha?e cut, as it lies 
on the ground. Much of the success of his harvest depends on 
this burning ; if the whole be reduced to ashes he expects a great 
crop ; if, through wet weather, the felled trees remain only half burnt, 
he prognosticates a bad one. When the ground is cleared, the ne-« 
groes dibble it with their hoes, and sow their maize, beans, or other 
pulse ; during the operation they cut down any thing very much in 
the way, but never think of working the soil. After sowing as much 
seed as is thought requisite, they prepare other ground for planting 
cassada,' here called mandioca, the root of which is generally eaten 
as bread by aU ranks in Brazil. The soil * for thb purpose is 
rather better prepared ; it is raked up in little round hillocks, not 
unlike mole^-hills, about four feet asunder ; into which are stuck 
cuttings from branches of the plant, about an inch thick and six or 
eight long ;. these soon take root, and put fdrth leaves, shoots, and 
buds. When enough has been planted for the entire consumption of 
the farm, the owner, if he is rich enough^ prepares means for grow-* 
ing and manufacturing sugar. He first employs a carpenter to cut 
wood, and build a mill with wooden rollers for crushing the canes, 
by means of water if a stream is at hand, if not, by the help of 
mules. While some of the negroes are assisting the carpenter, 
others are employed in preparing ground in the same way as for 
mandioca. Pieces of cane containing three or four joints, and in 
length about six inches, cut from the growing stem, are laid in the 
earth nearly horizontally, and are covered with soil to the depth of 
about four inches. They shoot up rapidly, and in three months 
have a bushy appearance not unlike flags ; in twelve or fifteen 
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* Mandioca requires a dry hot soil, of a sandy nature. 
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months more they are read j fer cutting. In rich vii^n soil it is not 
uncommon to see canes twel?e feet high and astonishingly diick. 

The Indian com and poise are in general ripe in four months or 
eighteen xreeks. The average return is two hundred for one ; it is 
a bad harvest when it &lls short of one hundred and fifty. 

The mandioca is rarely ready to take up in less than eighteen or 
twenty months ; if the land be suitable, it then produces from six to 
twelve pound weight per plant *. They grow very little indigo in 
this neighbourhood, and what they have is of indifferent quality. 
Their pumpkins are of enormous size, and sometimes are served up 
as table^vegetables, but more frequently given as food to the horses. 
Melons here are scarcely palatable. 

In no branch of husbandry are the farm^B so defective as in the 
Management of cattle: >No artificial grasses are cultivated, no en- 
closures are made, nor is any fodder laid up against the season of 
scarcity, llie cows are never milked regularly ; they seem to be con- 
sidered rather as an incumbrance to a farm than a valuable part of 
the stock. They constantly require salt, which is given them once 
in fifteen or twenty days, in small proportions. Their dairies, if 
such they may be called, are managed in so slovenly a manner, 
that the little bntter that is made becomes rancid in a few days, 
and the cheese is good for nothing. In this essential department 
they are deplorably deficient ; rarely indeed is there to be seen a 
farm with one convenience belonging to it. For want of proper 



* This generous root requires but little preparation to make it serve as a substitute for 
bread. When taken out of the ground they wash and scrape it clean, and then rasp it on 
a coarse grater of iron or copper, press the juice from it, and place it on a hot surface, a 

* 

4hallow copper*pan for instance, four or five fiset in dtamctdr, or a claj one, with a brisk 
fire ondcmeadti while drying it js constantly stined^ and when the moisture is completely 
evaporated, it is immediately fit for use^ If preserved from wet, it will keep good a long 
time. In broths and soups it becomes gelatinous, and aflFords rich nourishment i it is par- 
ticularly good when eaten with cheese. The wild or spurious mandioca, called Ipe» is 
little inferior, when roasted| to fine chesnuts. The Portugueze introduce it at tablet boiled 
as well as roasted. 
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places in vrhkk to atoiie their pifoduce, they toe obliged to lay it 
in promiscnous beaf)s ; and k is aot uncommoa to flee coSke^ cottoiii 
maize, and beans, thrown into the comers of a damp shed, and 
covered with a ^een hide. One ImJf is invariably spoiled by mould 
and putiidity» ajad the lemaiflder is muck ideteriorated, throngh 
this idle and stoipki negligence. 

Tliey feed their pigs an Indian com in a erode state ; die time for 
Donficiing them to £aitea is at mig^ or ten months old ; and the 
quantity consumed for the piH^ose is eight or t^i Windiester 
biishek eaLch. When killed^ the lean is <mt off the jides a£^ dean as 
possible, the tat is cured with very little salt, and in a few days is 
ready for market. The ribs, chine4»ne, and lean pacts ace dried 
for home conBumptiiML 

The fatnn-hoases ace raisecable hovels x£ one story^ ihe floor neither 
paved nor ^boarded, and the wails and partitions formed of wicker* 
work pbstefed with mod, and never Hoder-drawn. For an idea of ihe 
kitchen, which ou^t to be the cloEuiest and i^oet comfortable pait 
of the dweMing, the reader may figare to himself a filthy room with 
m uneven maddy floor, hxterspersed with pools of sk>p>-water, and 
in different parts fire-places formed by three round stones to hold 
the earthen pots that are used for boiling meat ; as gi»en wood is 
ihe chief fuel, the place is almost always filled with smoke^ which, 
finding no chimney, vents itself through tibe doors and other aper«- 
tures, and leaves aU within as black as soot. I regret to say 
that the kitchens of many opulent people are in not orach better 
txmdition. 

It may well be imagined that in a country like this, a strangw 
finds the greatest comfort and enjoyment out of doors. The gar- 
dens in St. PauFs, and its vicinity, are laid out with great taste^ and 
many of them with curious d^ance. The jasmine is every where 
a fovouri/te tree, and in this fine climate beacs flowers perennially, 
jas does the rose. Carnations, pinks, passion-flowers, cocks-combs, 
&c. grow in great plenty ; one of their most estimable shrubs is the 
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Palma Christie which gives fhiit the first year, and yields abundance 
of caslor«>oil, which all families possess in such quantity, that no 
other sort is burnt. . 

. Bees are by no means uncommon ; they are easily domesticated^ 
and» I believe, are perfectly harmless. Their honey is pleasant; 
the wax, particularly that generally sold, which is taken from their 
nests in old forest*trees, is very foul, but might be purified by a very 
Mmple process. The woods contain a great variety of animals of 
the monkey kind, and also beasts of prey, some of which have 
tolerably good iiir. Among these' may be classed a peculiar species 
of the otter. Insects are numerous, iHit the mosquitos are not so 
offensively so as in the Rio de la Plata. Tlie animalculum, called 
the niagua or jigger, is troublesome; it beds itself under the nails of 
the toes, and sometimes of the' fingers, but it may easily be banished 
by extracting it and its bag of eggs with a needle, and filUng the 
cavity with calomel or snuff, for fear any should have remained. 
Reptiles, I was told, were very numerous, but I saw few, except 
toads, which in the evenings crawl upon the foot paths, and even 
iofest the streets of the city. The sorocobco or jararraca (serpents) 
are said to be very dangerous. 

The woods produce large and durable timber, wdi calculated for 
building. Of their trees, all of which retain their Indian names, 
some yield very fine gums. The jacarand^, called in England rose* 
wood, is here very common. Many of their shrubs bear beautiful 
flowers, and are very aromatic. Among the innumerable creeping 
plants which clothe the soil of their uncleared lands, there are 
some distinguished as infiadliUe antidotes to the bite of venomous 
reptiles ; one in particular, called the cor^tzao de Jesu *, is univer- 
^ly esteemed. 

Beyond the plain which nearly encircles St» Paul's, the country is 
hilly, or rather mountainous. Had the period of my stay been 

* ks leaf it shaped like a heart. 
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longer, I should ha v:e devoted some time to a geological tour in 
that district ; but having urgent reasons to hasten my departure .for 
Hio de Janeiro, I had leisure to take only one excursion of this 
kind. The governor invited me to visit the old gold-mines of Jara«* 
gua, the first discovered in Brazil, which were now his property, 
together with a farm in their vicinity, distant about twenty-four 
miles from the city. We travelled along a tolerable, and in some 
places, fine road, in a southerly direction, for twelve miles, and 
crossed the Tieti. This river is here considerably larger and deeper 
than in the neighbourhood of St Paul's ; it has an excellent wooden 
bridge, free firom toU. On its banks there are some situations truly 
enviable ; fine rich virgin lands covered with timber, and capable 
of producing, not only the necessaries, but the luxuries of life, in 
a hundredfold degree, if properly cultivated* It was melancholy 
to behold a territory, which, for its teeming soil and genial climate, 
d^erves to be called a paradise, neglected and solitary like that of 
£den after the fall; while its infatuated possessors, like the ofifepring 
of Cain, hungering for gold, kept aloof from the rich feast which 
nature here spread before them. 

After travelling onward four leagues, we arrived at the ancient 
mines of Jaragua, famed for the immense treasures they produced 
nearly two centuries ago, when at the ports of Santos and St. Yin* 
cent, whence the gold was shipped for Europe, this district was re^ 
garded as the Peru of Brazil. The face of the country is uneven 
and rather mountainous » The rock, where it is exposed, appears 
to be primitive granite, inclining to gneiss, with a portion of horn* 
blende, and frequently mica. The soil is red, and remarkably fer- 
ruginous, in many places apparently of great depth. The gold lies, 
for the most part, in a stratum of rounded pebbles and gravely 
called cascaJhdo^ immediately incumbent on the solid rock. In the 
valleys, where there is water, occur frequent excavations, made by 
the gold-washers, to a considerable extent, some of them filly or a 
hundred feet wide, and eighteen or twenty deep* On many x>f the 
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hilbi where ^ator can be collected forifMhiiig, particles of gold are 
fotmd in the soiK Uttie deeper than the roots of the grass. 
. The mode of working these mines, more fidj to be denominated 
wmskingSy is simple, and may be easiJ j isxpiaihed : 

Suppose a loose gravel4ike stratum of xdnnded quarteose pebbiet 
lOBd adventitious matter, iocumbent on granite^ and covered by 
earthy matto: of variable thicli:ness* Where water of sufficiency 
fa^ level can be comnianded, the ground is cut in stqps, each 
twenty ix thktj fedt wide, two or tlu^ee broad, and about one deep. 
Near Iht botbmi ^ treiidi is cut to thediepth of two or three feet. 
On ea(^ stti^t staiid six or caght negroJes, who, as the water flows 
gehllj irooi ab^f^ keep tlie earth continually in motion with shovels, 
niitil Jlihe whole is reduced to liquid mud and washed below. The 
particles of gokl contuned in this earth descend to the trench, 
where, by i>eason of their specific gravity, they, quickly precipitate. 
Wotkmien are continually enployed at the trench to remove the 
•tdiies, and ctear away the iurfece, which operation is much as- 
sisted by the cuircnt txf water which falls into it. After five days' 
washing, the precipitation in the taesch is carried to some conve*- 
nient istream, to undergp a second cleahmce. iFor this purpose 
ipooden bowls are provided, of a funnel shape, about two feet wide 
at the mouthy and five or m inches deep, called gameUas. Each 
wKDdunan standing in the stream, takes into his bowi five or six 
pmmds wei^ttif the sediment, which generally consists of heavy 
matter, sudi as oadde of iron, pyrites, fermginkMis quartz, ifec of 
a dark carbonaceous bue« lliey admit certain quantities of water 
ivto 4fae bowls, which they move about so dexterously, that the 
precious mi^al,.:separattng from the inferior and K^ter substances, 
gettles to the bbtfom and sides of the vesseL They tiien rinse their 
bowls in a larger vessel of clean water, leaving the ^d in it ; and 
begin again. Thit washbg of each bowlful occupies fiK>m five to 
^ght or siioe minutes ; the gold produced is extuemely variable in 
quantity, and in the suie of its particles^ some of which are so 
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t»iiiitte, that they float, while others are found as large as peas, and 
not tmfreqttentljT ^uch larger. This operation is superint^ided by 
OYerseers, as the result is of considerable importance. When the 
whole is finished^ the gold is borne home to be dried, and at a coin 
Tenient time is taken to the permutatipn office, where it is weighed, 
and a fifth is reserved for the Prince. The remainder is smelted hy 
ftision with muriate of mercury, cast into ingots, assajred, and 
stamped according to its intrinsic value, a certificate of which is 
given with it ; after a copy of that instrument has been duly entoedk 
at the mint-office, the ingots circulate as specie. 

My attention was strongly engaged by the immense debris or re* 
fuse of old washings, which lay in numberless heaps, and contained 
various substances that gave me strong hope of finding some inte-^ 
resting and valuable specimens of tourmalines, topazes, auid other 
crystallizations, and also a rich series of rocks, which might form 
the geognostics of the country. So strongly was I prepossessed with 
this hope, that I really fancied I had within my reach some of the 
finest mineral products of Brazil. Eariy one morning, before the sun 
became too hot fc^ work, I set out accompanied by two or three mieiv 
with iron crows and hammers, whom I had engaged to assist me. Wq 
broke up immense quantities of quart2x>se and granite-^like matter in, 
various stages of decomposition, and others of a fenruginous kind, but 
after pursuing the operation for three whole days, until my hands could 
no longer wield the hammer, I was oUiged to give up the search as 
fruitless; not a grain of gold did I find, nor any thing of the nature 
of crystallization, except some miserable quartz, a little cubic and 
octaedra) pyrites, and some very poor manganese I In short the sub« 
stances presented so little novelty, and were in themselves so ordi- 
nary, that I hesitated whether I should carry them with me to 
St. Paul's. This disappointment at the first gold mines I had seen, 
not a little dejected me. 

In company with the Governor and his lady, I now took a survey 
of the farm ; we walked and rode through extensive plantations, 
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the prodactions of which, as well as the mode, of culture pursued^ 
were similar to those I have already described. Our next recreatiod 
was hunting the deer. Let not the reader imagine that I am going 
to lead him a chase through miles of country with a pack of hounds 
and a joyous company of horsemen ; the mode of hunting in Brazil 
affords no such diversion. Three or four men go out armed with 
guns and attended by two or three dogs; the men separate and 
wait in some open place ; meanwhile the dogs quest among the 
plantations and thickets ; if they find, they drive the gatne out,, 
which the\hunters immediately shoot The deer axe small, and 
of the fallow kind ; but their flesh is hot esteemed. 

The wild animals of this district are chiefly monkeys, sloths, '^ 
variety of the porcupine, iand opossums. These, and other predatory^ 
beasts, make great havoc among the poultry. Of the feathered 
tribe there are not many varieties; I shot sev^al becassinas and 
beautiftil lapwings * with red horns on each {Huion, about half an 
iBcK in length. Here are great numbers of parrots and parroquets. 

The vampire-bat, so often described by travellers, ia a most for-^ 
midable foe to the horses and mules. If he gets access to them in 
the night, he fixes on the neck-vein, above the shoulder, and sucks it 
to* such a degree as to leave the animal almost covered with blood; 
&nning with his wings aU the while he retains his hold, in order (as 
it should seem) to lull the pain caused by his bite. 

The garden has a bed of fine potatoes^ w^ich were planted three 
or four years ago by Mr. Quarten, ki}m Gibraltar^ They are suf«« 
fered to grow and reproduce themselves from season to season, none 
being taken up unless when wanted for food. Cabbages and otb^r 
vegetables for the table grow in abundance. 



* In the Spanish teiritories they are called disperttres (awakeners), on account of the noise 
they make when disturbed in the night. A flock of them in any plantation |nsw€ic& the pur^ 
pQse of ^n alsDcm-hcll a^inst (hieyes^ 
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This farm has the advantage of very fine timber' in its neighbours- 
hood, and' when tbe improvemenftsy begun by die jgov^mor, are .comr 
pletedy it Will be well provid^^ with water, brought from a distance 
of SIX miles, in sufficient quantities to wash the hills, and to 
work the machinery of a sugar-mill. . On the estate were employed 
about fifty negroes, and half that number of free Indianisi; the 
latter ate at their master's expence, and eanied about sixpence a day ; 
but they appeared far less laborious and handy than the negroes* 
They were clearing grounds and making walks in a wood, which 
when finished will render the place a most agreeable summer-retieat. 

Among, the many msu^ks of kindness with which: ibe. goremor 
honoured me, I must notcnnit his repeated assurances, that; in 
the event of war between our respective, countries, which .waji then 
talked of, he would not detain me. After reraiEuning here, five days; 
which were rendered as. agreeable ias possible by the pdMte: civilities 
of my host, we set but on our return in tbeiorder in iVhich we came.: 
the governor and his lady in a carriage dk*awn by foiv mules, his 
aide-de-camp and myself on horseback, and six diagoons in front, 
the guard always allowed to an officer of hisifaiik. We arrived at 
St: Faults without any material occurrence. ^ \ • - 

This' city is seldom visited^ by foreigners* The passes Ixi^ it from :the 
coast are so singularly situated, that it is almost impossible to avmd 
the guards who are stationed in them, to inspect all travellers and 
merchandize piassing into the interior. Soldiers of the Jowest rank 
on these stations have a right. to ej^amine all strangers who piesent 
themselves, and to detain them and their property, unless thejr. 
can produce passports. I and my friends in our way hither were 
thrice obliged to exhibit our licence from the governor of San^s^ 
which was attested. Our appearance at St. PauFs excited con- 
siderable curiosity amoi^ all descriptions; of peofde, who seemed by 
their manner never to have seen Eogfishmen befi>re ; tlie very childrra 
testified their astoniishment, some by running away, others by 
eouhting our fingers^ and exclaiming, that we had. the same' number 
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SJB they. Many of the good ottbens invited us to thei)r hoiiBes^ and 
sent for their friends to come ailid \o6k at us. A^ the d Welting we 
occupied was vety. large, wewere firequently entertained by crowds 
of young persons of both sexes, who came to the door to see h<m 
we ate and drank. It was gratifying to us to percdve that this 
general wonder subsided into a more social feeling ; we met with 
civil treatment every where, and were fretittent^ invited to dind 
with the inhabitants. At the public parties and balls of the govern 
nor we found bcith novelty.. and pleasure; novelty at bdng much' 
B&ore' liberally received than we weiein the Spanish settlem^ts^ and 
pleasure at being in orach morn; refined and polished cotnpany. * 
' The dress of the ladies abroad, and especially at church, conustil 
cf a garment of black silk, with a long veii of the same material, 
trimmed with broad lace ; in the cooler season black cassimere or 
baifise. In the; same veil ^they almost always appear in the streets^ 
though it has beoi partially superseded by a long coat or coarse 
woollen, edged with velvet, gold lace^ i firitidn, or plush, acoording 
to the Tank of the wisarerw .This coat is used as a general sort of 
undress, at home, ia theii: evening walks, and on a jonrdey, and this 
ladies^ whenever they wear it, appear in round hats. The appilli^ 
tioti of Paalista is; considened by aH the. females here as a great 
hononr; the Paulistas being celebrated throughout idl Brazil fos 
then- attractions, and their dignity of character. At table they are 
eixtremdy abstemious; their z&vourite amusement is dancing, In 
which they dB^lay much vivacity and grace. At balls and othar 
public festivals they generally appear in elegant white dresses, with 
a • profusion of gold chains about their necks, their hair tastefully 
^sposckl and fastened with combs* Their conversation, at all times 
sprightly, seems to derive additional life from mu»c. Indeed the 
whole range of their education appears to be confined to superfidal ac-i 
complish^ieats ; they trouble themselves very little with domestic 
concerns, confidi^ whatever relateis^ to the infeiior departments of the 
household to the ne^oior negra cook, and leaving «all other matters 
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to the management of servants^ O Witog to thin Indifibniliee^ they iare 
total strangers to the advantages bt that order, neatness, afad pro« 
priefy, which reign in an £nglish faniiljr^ their time at home is 
mostly occupied in sewing, embroiderj, and lace-making. Another 
circumstance repugnant to delicacy is, that they have no mantua^ 
makers of their own sex ; all articles of femate dress here are tnade 
by tailors. An almost universal diebilitjr prevails among theiUi 
which is partly attributable to their abstemious living, but chiefly 
to want of exercise^ and to the frequent warm-bathings in which 
they indulge. They are extremely attentive to every mi^ad« of 
improving the delicacy of their persons, perhaps td ihto injury of 
Uieir healths * 

The men in general, especially those of the higher vAnkj office's, aild 
others, dress superbly ; in company they are very polite ahd attentive, 
and shew every dl^ositioh to oUige ; they ttre greiett talkers atld 
prone to conviviality. The lower ranks, (:oihpared with those' of 
other colonial towns, ai« in a very advanced state of civilieatibii; 
It were to be wished that some reform were instituted in their systeui 
of education ; the children <^ slaves are brdiight up during their 
early days with those of their masters ; they are play^niatte and 
companions, and thus a familisir equality is established beiweeti 
them, which has to be forcibly abolished when liiey arrive at that 
age, at which one must command and live at his ^ase, while the 
otlier must labour and obey. It has been said, that by thds at«- 
t^hing the slave to his master, in early youth, they ensure hi^ 
future fidelity, but the custom septus firitught with many distadVani- 
tages, and ought at least to be so modified' as to render the yok^ of 
bondage less galling by the recollection of former liberty. 

The religious processions hete are very splendid, grand, and so- 
lemn ; they have a striking effect, by reason of the profound vene^ 
ration and enthusiastic zeal manifested by the populace. On par^ 
tictalar occasions of this kind all the inhabitants of the city attend^ 
and the throng is frequently increased by numbers of the neigh«- 
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bpuriDg jpes^8ant3*j for several leagues round. Tiie balconies of 
thos6 houses, which Command the best views of the spectacle^ are 
crowded with ladi^ft in their gala dresses, who consider, the day a$ 
a. Mi)^ ^^ f^^^^ Val ; th6 evening is generally concluded by tea and 
.card-partie3 or dances, ' 

We foi^nd very littlie difficulty in accommodating ourselves to'the 
general mode of jiving at St. Paul's, The bread is pretty godd, and 
the butter: tolerable, but rately usied except with coffee for break- 
fast, or tea in.tb? evening, A more common breakfast is a very 
plea9aot sort pf b^ns, called feijones, boiled or mixed with man* 
dioca. Diiuier, which ;is usually sea'ved up at noon or before, com^f 
monly consists of a quantity of greens boiled with a little fat poiii 
or beef, a rootof the potatoe kind, and a stewed fowl, with exc^el- 
lent sallad, to which .succeeds a great variety of delicious conserves 
and swcjelrmeats. Very Jittile it^ine is taken at meals; the usual 
beverage ^ water. On public occasiotas, or when a feast is. given .tq 
a largp ' p^rty , the table is most sumptuously spread; fromi thirty 'to 
fifty dishes are served up at once^ by which arrangement a succesi^ 
sion of cpurses is Qbviated. : : Wine' circulates copiously, and toaste 
^re. given during the ^ repajst^ which ^ Usually occupies two or three 
hours^ and is succeeded by: sweet-meats, the pride of their tables ; 
^ftejr coffee the company pass the eveniug in dancing, music, or cards* 

I jpciay htsre observe, that neither in St Paul's nor in any other 
place, wh^ch I visited, did I witness any in&tance of that levity in 
t^e feioajles of Brazil, which sonde writers alledge to be the leading 
trai): in their character. I allude to the custom which has been said 
fo p^vail amopg them, of throwing flowers from the balconies on 
^uch of the pa$$ers-by: as they take a fancy tot, or of presenting a 
i)ower or a nosegay tp their favourites, as a mark of partiality. The 
circumstanqe whiqh seems to have given rise to such an ill-founded 
coiyectpre is this : flowers are here considered an indispensable part 
of the female head-dress, and when a stranger is introduced to a 
lady, it is nothing more than an act of common courtesy for 
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her to take one from her hair to present to him. This elegant coni^ 
pliment he is expected to return in the course of the visit, by se* 
lecting a flower from the profuse variety which adora the garden^ 
or the balcony, and presenting it to her. 

One singular custooi I must not omit to notice, that of throwing 
artificial fruit, such as lemons or oranges, made very delicately 
of wax and filled with perfumed water. On the two first days of 
Lent, which are here celebrated with great festivity, persons of both 
sexes amuse themselves by throwing these balls at each other; the 
lady generally begins the game, the gentletnan returns it with such 
spirit that it seldom ceases until several dozens are thrown, and both 
parties are as wet as if they had been drawta through a river. Some- 
times a lady will dexterously drop one into the bosom of a gentle* 
man, which will infallibly oblige him to change his linen, as it 
usually contains three or four ounces of cold water. On these days 
of carnival the inhabitants parade the streets in masks, and the 
diversion of throwing fruit is. practised by persons of all ages. It is 
reckoned improper for men. to throw at each other. The manufac- 
ture of these missiles, at such periods, affords no inconsiderable 
occupation to certain classes of the inhabitants ; I have been in- 
formed that in the capital of Brazil many hundreds of people 
derive a traiporary subsistence from the side of them. The practice 
(as I can testify) is very annoying to strangers, and not unfrequently 
engenders quarrels which terminate seriously. 

During our stay here an unpleasant report was circulated, that the 
port of Lisbon was shut against the English, and that war was 
daily expected to be declared between the two powers. Had it not 
been for the kindness of the governor in offering to permit our de- 
parture before he should receive orders to the contrary, we should 
have felt ourselves in a very disagreeable predicament. But news 
soon arrived that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent had left 
Portugal with all the court, and thai they were embarked for the 
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Brazilft, under the escort of a British squadron, displitched by 
Sir Sidney Smith. This iDtelligence was most joyfullj received by 
the Braailians; they considered, indeed^ that the occupation of 
Portugal by the French was a disaster very likely to ensue, but 
they consoled themselves with the hope of receiving a Prince, in 
whose praise every tongue was eloquent, and to whose cause every 
heart was loyal. The Brazilian empire was considcired as established) 
and the worthy bishop consecrated the auspicious era by ordaining 
daily prayers in the cathedral, to invoke from Divine Provid^nc^ th6 
safe arrival of th6 Royal Family* News of their having touched at 
Bahia arrived in about ten days, and if as weltomed by tretj de* 
monstration of public joy, processions, fire>*woric8, kc. Hoping 
every day to hear of their arrival at Bio de Janeiro, I made all ready 
for my departure^ and devoted the few remaining days to a second 
excursion to the gold-mines, and to some farewell visits among my 
friends in the vicinity of St. Paulas. The governor and many of the 
principal inhabitants gave us parting invitations, and by their urba^ 
nity rendered the last hours we passed with them at once delightful 
and mielanchdy . Some of the latter accompanied us two leagues on 
our way, and on separating testified the wai'mest wishes for our 
welfisire. 

' I never recall to mind the civilities I received at this city without 
the most grateful emotions, in which those will best sympathize who 
have known what it is to viiut a remote city in a strange country, 
where, according to the narratives of piteceding travellers, nothing 
prevailed but barbarism and inhospitaUty, and where they have beeii 
agreeably undeceived* It may easily be supposed that I found it 
difficult to recpocile the character of the Paulistas, such as I beheld 
It, with the strange accounts of their spurious origin, quoted by 
modem geographers. These accounts, founded on the suspicious 
testimony of the Jesuits of Paraguay, and at variance with the best 
Portugueze historians, have been of late most ably confuted by an 
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enlightened member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Lisbon *• 
He fully exposes the inconsistencies of Vaissttte and Charlevoix^ in 
ascribing the origin of St. Paul's to a band of refugees, composed of 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Mesti^os^ . Mulattos and others, who fled 
hither from various parts of Brazil, and established a free-booting 
republic ; and he satisfaiDtorily shews thai the firat settlers w6te lodiftDi 
of Piratininga and Jesuits, and that the city from its first founda- 
tion never acknowledged any other sovereignty than that of Portugal. 
Hie veracity of this account is further supported by the predominant 
character of the Paulistas, ^ho, far from inheriting the obloquy which 
an ancestry of rogues and vagabcoidft would have entailed upon them^ 
have long been famed throughout all Bra^iil for their probity , their 
industry, and the mildness of their manners *t. . 



* Fr. Caspar da Madre de Deos. 

f I may also add their public spirit In rdsentittg injuries done to indiriduals, and in 
supporting the cause of die opptessad v a singular instance of which I have often beanl 
ftlated. Some seventy yeusago one of tbcir gwremoxSf who was a nobleman^ ha4 an m^ 
trigue with the daughter of a mechanic; The ^hole town espoused the cause of the injured 
fcmale^ and compelled the govefupr^ at the peril of his life^ toitoarry her. 



( 88 ) 



CHAP. VI. 

Coasting Voyage from Santos to Zapitiva, and Journey thence to Rio 

de Janeiro. 

T)lf £ left St Paul's at ten in the morning, and took the same' road 
to Santos bj which we had come, there being no other, fit to 
travel. On the following day, before noon, we arrived at Cuberton, 
where we were detained by rain, until four in the afternoon. About 
seven we arrived at Santos, and as we were provided with, a letter 
of introduction to a judge, and another to a merchant, we relied on 
a kinder welcome than we had met with on our first visit, the more 
so as we came firom St Paul's. We were, however, deceived. The 
judge received us coldly, and when I asked hin^ where the person 
lived to whom our other letter was addressed, he . seemed quite re» 
joiced at the opportunity for shewing us out of his house. The 
merchant was as frigid as the judge, and made us a paltry eiteuse. 
We then repaired to an apothecary, firom whom we had experienced 
some acts of attention, and who had attended one of our friends, 
who, having left St Paul's in a bad state of health, had waited here 
three weeks for a passage to Rio de Janeiro. After telling him our 
situation, and stating that the wet weather prevented us from pass* 
ing the night in our canoe, he kindly offered us his shop-floor for a 
lodging, it being the only place under cover he had to spare. We 
commissioned him to offer four dollars to any of his neighbours who - 
would admit us for the night, but he said it would be of no avail, as 
the people of Santos were proverbially notorious for their want of 
hospitality. The great influx of strangers and renegadoes from all 
nations into this and other towns on the coast, had completely 
steeled th^ hearts of the people against those claims on their good* 
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will, which the inhabitants of the interior, less frequently imposed 
upon, are ever ready to acknowledge and to satisfy. 

Thus disappointed, we resolved not to wait at Santos for a ship, 
but to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, along the coast, in a canoe. Hav« 
ing hired one we embarked, and after rowing all night in a strait 
between the continent and the island of St. Omar, which forms one 
of the passages to Santos from sea, we arrived by sun-rise at Berti* 
oga, situated at the north end of that island. It is a village, con* 
sisting of some tolerably good buildings, erected for the convenience 
of the Captain Mor and his attendants, who superintend a fishing 
establishment here, similar to that near St. Catherine's, and belong- 
ing to the same company, but very much ipferior in point of extent 
and capacity. At both places the most expert of the negroes are 
employed in dressing whalebone, which is a considerable article of 
commerce, though smaller and less valuable than that of the Green- 
land whale. Along the coast which we passed, are several fine 
bays, where, in the be»t times of the fishery, large quantities of 
whales were annually caught. The buildings for boiling tlie blub- 
ber and storing the oil were conveniently situated 

The fine harbour of Bertioga is well sheltered from all winds, and 
the town itself, being situated at the foot of a hill, is protected from 
the inclemencies of the weather, and is at times inconveniently wami. 
The bans of the hill is primitive granite, composed of hornblende, 
feld^spar, quartz, and mica. Fine springs of water, bursting from 
various parts, give variety to the scenery, and an agreeable fresh* 
Bess to the air. Though the place bore the appearance of poverty, 
we observed no signs of want ; the sea affords great plenty and variety 
of eatable fish, and the soil produces pulse, of various sorts, and 
rice, quantities of which we saw loading in boats for Santos. The 
people with whom we had to treat used us civilly, and seemed 
anxious to anticipate and to gratify all our requests. As the Cap«» 
tain Mor was ill, he could not render us any assistance in procuring 
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v^ps^^Nigl^ $)FSt«Si«b9»^Q'; we were therefore oJbdi^ to hire the 
caDoe to go forwardt 

A t^tropg quneat aettiog inHshoie detained a& until midnight ; 
Mr^ then, took adv^tage^ of a« calrai wbkh suceeeded, aod n>w«d 
a.wa^ for ai headland to the eaat.ward» near which we arrtred aboni 
jtup-cise), ^fler a most; Uborious passage. The shme waa quite solttorf) 
with, the exception of two. very miserable huta^ at whick we oeuld 
procure qq better a.breaJtiaat tJban muscles. The &ce of the cmintry 
i^low and ^andy, coveised witli! underwood and groupa ofrtrees^aBd 
watered bj rivulets feoqA a;rai|ge. of mountainsi apparently: about two 

Ifi^fiW^* distant. 

A hr^ze springing up. dbout mid^day s we again embaiked, but 
^^t Qontspdipg witbi lK>th elements for four hours» we were obliged 
tlgain, t9 take ty> Qar oars^ in order. to leach.Porto. Unya before autt^ 
set^ whiqhs with Qotasideiable exertion,, we effected. At this plaoe 
we ob^rved 9 large plantation* helongmg to at religious society at 
SantQSi whp hence derive a great part of tbdr maintenance. . A& 
ter waiting till, two in the morning for a change either of wind. or 
current, we got out of potit and proceeded on our voyage to Bio.de 
Janeiro. W<9 rowed against the wind till day-%ht^ and: then found 
oii^r^el^QS: dear a. blufi*. headland with steep rodcs» forming a good 
harbcyiir for boets, called Toque Toque, where we arrived about nuie 
o'clock;, hay ii^ passed several conical, islands, which are not laid 
down in* any, chart that J have hitherto seen. Off the point of Toque 
Toque, exJ^end^.th^ fine island. of St. Sebastian.; the strait between 
it and^ the. n^ain affords an excellent, passage, and a good harbeur 
for ships of waiFr 

Th^ W.ip4. stiU lowing fresh agahist us, we rested awliile^ and 
li^j^re amused by watohing some, fishermen haul their nets ashere 
with lajigc^ .drajiights of cavelbos in tiienu These fi^ weigh fitiiiQ 
fifteen to* tn^enty pounds each» andi are caught in great^ mimbers 
»\ong tl)is. CQastt 
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Baniiig {Miiiit Toqnt Tctqiie at noon^ tre feAterfed the istmit of 
St Si^a»tian% Its width in about thme lesgues, the land oa both 
mks is bold and 5twp, and benig tireH cultivated has a very grand 
«wi rich appearance. The varied IbFtage of the tfees, and the di& 
feient shades of verdure iil the jmclosureft, cottibitied mth the ii> 
m&iitic situations of the houses dispersed tonong tfaem^ presented k 
view worthy the ablest pencil i we bad full Insure to enjoy it, for the 
wind being still adverse, our progress depended on the toil of our 
wearied boatmen. Several vessels, going the «oatrarf way, passed 
as^at full sail, the crews ^ whioh added to our chagrin by iro« 
nioaHy wisfcang -us a pleasant voyage. At four in the aftemoori 
we arrived. at the tpwA of St^Sebastian^ situated on a low tract of 
ground aboQt three bundred yards from thebeaeh* Th^ inhabit 
taasts, amounting to two or three thousand, are an indigent and 
not very industrious people ; they subsist chiefly on iiBb, which was 
the only fbbd we could procure during the three days we staid 
among rdieio. There are some inconsiderable plantations in the 
neighboorhood, vwhere a little indigo is made, iind some tc^rably 
good tobacco is grown. Hiis town is noted (and formerly was 
much morei so) for its very large canoes stooped out of the solid 
timber ; some of them I have seen of almost incredible dimensions. 
The civil govern m ent is enthisted to a Captain ^Mor, whos6 aadio^ 
rity is supported by a garrison of ten or fifteen soldiers iinder the 
command of an ensign. At the house of the latter we took up our 
abode, while waiting for an opportunity to hire a large canoe to 
carry OS to Zapitiva, near Rio de Janeiro. The people with whom 
we had to bargain, used every petty means to tinvart and impose 
upon us, and our host shewed no . disposition to protect us against 
their chicanery, so that we encountered many vexatious ddays ere 
we could accmnplish our p«rrpose. 

This place is by no means a 'desirable, or indeed, a tolerable resi«» 
de»ce for a stranger ; it is exposed to all the inconveniences peeu-« 
liar to low and sandy situations ; the hot unwholesome weather, seU 
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dom refreshed by a breeze^ tends to multtplj tbe immeiise swarms 
<»f mosquitos, which constitute one df the plagues of the Torrid 
Zone* Tbe neighbouring island, on the contrary, being more de* 
vated, has the advantage of a freer air, and is therefore less 
annoyed by these troublesome insects. It has the reputation of pro- 
ducing the best sugar, nun, and puke, as well as the finest cattle 
in all Brazil, and these iadvantiiges, joined to its convenient situation, 
must render a plantation upon it highly valuable. In common with 
the opposite shore, and the rocks observable in various parts of tbe 
straits, it ; appears to be composed of the same primitive granite i 
have before described: Near the town' of St. Sebastian's, I found 
some large pieces of basalt, which, when struck, emitted a very dear 
sound ; I saw also some fragments of lime*stone, but these probably 
were part of some vessel's, ballast, which had been thrown overboard 
in the bay, and washed ashore. 

Having at length hired a canoe, we embarked for a village 
about five miles distant, called Bayro, where we arrived safe, and 
staid all night at the house of a fishennan, who undertodc the 
charge of our navigation until we should arrive at Zapitiva. Bayrp 
is a pretty but poor village, built near the beach, and is chiefly 
noted as being the place where most of the earthen-ware used at 
Rio de Janeiro is made. The clay for this purpose appears to be a 
deconiposition of feld*spar« Here is a large convoit, wdl built, 
and finely situated. 

About nine in the morning, we embarked in our canoe, which 
was forty feet long, covered with an awning, and rowed by six men; 
In the afternoon we arrived at Porcos, a fine, bold, conical island^ 
with good anchorage, but no port. Its coasts abound with excellent 
fish. Here was stationed a guard of soldiers to prevent contraband 
trade, and to give information respecting it ; the officer, an ensign, 
made us welcome to all he had, and treated us with great kindness 
during our short stay. Leaving this place at two in tbe morning, 
we rowed through an archipelago of islets^ and . arrived at Porto 
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K^gnd^ within ifour leagues of JblfeGcande^ andthe moraiiig-fbllaiK* 
iiig Kached a baj in that island. . The land isia general. very high 
and irregular; in the interior it is well wooded, and contains some 
fexceUent iroii ore which is very little known. Its coasts are but par- 
tially inhabited. The sti-ait which separates it from the main 
land is an excellent harbour in all its extent, and was the ronde^- 
vous of smne English privateers during our war with Spain. The 
country in its vicinity is well clothed with large timber, and appeals 
veary fruitful, but is thinly peopled by a set of men, whose mannei^ 
and pursuits denote them to be outcasts from society. In th0 
evenings we entered a fine bay, and procured some refreshment at a 
l^onseonthe beach, where we intended to pass the night, but a plaa 
had been laid to rob us, and we were obliged, on discovering it, t(> 
re-imbark before day^^break, much rejoiced at having narrowly, 
escaped the loss of our property and our lives* Pursuing our course 
among the many islands^ with .which this pact of the coast is studded, 
we passed the beautiful and fertile island of .Madeira, and, at noon, 
crossed two wide bays. A favoumble breeze now, for the first time, 
sprang up, which lasted until we arrived at 2^pitiva, and berti 
ended our romantic canoe^voyage. ' 

I would strongly recommend to every traveller, pursuing a 
course, the expediency of providing himself with a soldier commisH 
sioned to attend him, and to protect his person and property against 
the evil-minded persons, who prowl about the coast in search of 
plunder, and greedily seek, every {opportunity of securing, by fraud 
or force, the property of defenceless passengers; We had more than 
once occasion to rue the neglect of this precaution. 

At Zapitiva, we nuet with excellent accommodations. The owner 
of the house at which we.put up^ furnished us with a plentiful sup- 
per of fish, fowls, Gofiee, andexcelieat sweettmeats, which we relished 
the more frcm havingforeight days subsisted, wholly on fish. Our 
k>dgings wwe tolerably comfortable, and were rendered more so by. 
the earnestness with which every one in the family strove to please 
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m. At sun^oie -next iDormng, after diTartiiig m jaelf with fhf9atSmg 
ft fev honied pfoirere on the beach, I took a survey of the Tom tio 
•eeneiy around. Here are a few poor booeBi and some piaoAatkna 
ef indigo, jugar, and pulse. The beach is Unad with fiaeatoas, wmd 
presents an interesting view of several tdats ia front jof the baji tfaa 
SBOst oonspicuoiis of which is Madeira, befom-mentioDed. la ana* 
dier direction is aeen that of Isle Grande* Four^kagues^diataat finn 
Zafxtint is Santa Crua, formeiiy the property of the Jesaits^ and now 
tire royal &rm of the Prince Regent of Portugal, of which 1. sfaaU 
baTeiOccasion, in the wquel, to.speak more at laige. 

After setthng with our host, wehired muleB to carry as to Bio de 
Jaaeiio, distant ftxrty miles. Owing to the wei^ of our faa|^ 
gage, w£ travaUed .but slowly^ this, however, we didnotr^mt, 
as the fiaUigues of our coasting-voyage rendered us rather aTerre to 
TMlent exertion. Proceeding through a low sandy country, oowed 
with wood, for abont three leagues, we skirted the boundary of the 
Prince's farm, which encloses some of the finest and tnott fertile 
phdas m South America, and gires emfdoyment to upward of fifteen 
bandred negroes. We aooii afterwanls readied the main read, 
which in general is very good, but the lands aboKt it . are little 
cleared, and aeem almost destitttte of cahivaton. In the' doursef of 
twenty .miles, we saw only one hoose that deservoi the name of a 
plantation ; the only dwellings by the way-aide were nmemble hute 
and dram-shops, exhibiting deplorable symptoms of skAh and po^ 
veity. .Beforesvn-set we halted at a kind of hm, where^ ovr^anika 
were tamed out to grass, and a supper was proYided for «s of fowls, 
milk, and cofiee. The house, though pleasaatly situated onao emi*' 
nenoe among oraoge-'groves and coflGs&^rees, was miieimbly deficient 
in thoK Coaveodences whidi its exterior had announced. The room 
where we supped was lighted by a small poor lamp, (here being no 
candles,) and the floor was so unevea^ that our table rstood on oiriy 
two of its four legs. Tired with this cbe^ess gloom, we ordered' 
our beds to be unpacked^ and retired to rest Tbe want of caadku 



( 9a ) 

light is a scnoosr iQc6nT«nience txx travellers in all parts of Bnazil^ 
and DO one' ought to undertake a journey without' an ample piovir 
81011 of candles^ with the necessary inoipleinents for using thepi. Snii& 
feia are aiticles; of luxury » v&y rarely: to be met with) except . as 
oacioatties*^ I need not add that beds are an, equally indispensaUe 
part of a traveller's equipage. 

. Wenrsumed our journey at an early hour next day^ along an ex- 
cellent, road in the middle of a valley, formed by IqUy raountainsi 
After travelling about diree miles, we came to- a h«mse^ railed the 
Piuiedera (bake4)ou8e)^ t^hich is reckoned half way between; Zapitiva 
and tiie capitaL From* this^ place the road gradually* becomes nnpie 
tmliveoed by dweUing» and ^antations^ (but maiiy of the former are 
wxetdbed hovels enected for the saJe of bacon^ corn, liquors^ Sio:) 
and by numbers ofoountry mem bringing prod uce* from every: part of 
the south^westv even from the far dtstricts^ of^ Goyazes^ Goritpra^ 
Cuy aba, St. Paul's, and Mato Grosso. It is nob uncomcMHi to we 
eight hundred or a thousiand mules passing and repassing in the 
course of a day^ besides numerous droves of fine cattle for the use 
of the city^ Oor heavy-laden and weary mules travdled^ so skvwly^ 
tliat we did not come within sight of Rio de Janeiro, until: about 
three in the afternoon. On reaching the eminence, which com« 
manded the first prospect of this fine city, our: joyfol sensations 
banished every feding of fatigue* One of the party, who had ad^ 
vanced a few paces, rode back as &st as his iQule cOmld gov^exclaim<^ 
ing, ^^ the English flag/' We hastened onward^ and beheld one of 
the most welcome sights that ever greeted the eyes of a traveller^ 
with.a.remembrence ^h»s native country--- a squadron of oar men 
of war a^t anehor m the bay^ whieb had recentiy- escorted the court 
of Portugal to an asylum in their own dominions^ beyond the reach 
of thw foes* We no longer felt uneasy at the thought of ientering 
aJarge city inhabited by strangers i; we knew that the name of Eng^ 
Ibhman would be a passport among themy aqd we* anticipated 
something of that delight which is connected with the near prospect 
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of home. I, who had for eighteen months lingered in exile^and 
beheld each setting sun close another day of almost hopeless capti- 
vity, enjoyed this evening scene with indescribable emotioo ; it was 
here, that for the first time since my landing in South America, I 
had just reason to promise myself a night's repose in ihiedorai 
safety, and peace. 

' "W^ sooii reached the suburbs, which are very large aiid pleasj^nt, 
being agreeably interspersed ^th gardens and pleasure grounds^ 
About five o'clock we halted in the vicinity of Campo St. Anna, at ah 
iiin, oV ifather hbstelry for cattle, whence^ having secured our bagw 
gage in the ihiserable stall alfotted to us, 'we sdlKedMPorth in search 
of the friends who left us at St. Catherine's. Accustonied , m we long 
had been, to rude and solitary scenes; we were ft>rctbly struck wtth 
the opulence of this city, di^pTi^yed in its magnificent - buildings and 
regular streets. While engd;ged in anxious enquiries after our friends, 
we accidentally met with one of them, #hb, with unspeakable j^, 
conducted lis to Che rest, and the evening^ was passed most JEigree- 
ably hi relating over several encounter^, and in asking ahd- answering 
innumerable questions. Returning to ouf inn at midnight, w€i^re*» 
mained with our luggage until nibrning, when we caited it^up tb ^ 
house of bur friefads in Riia I%cadbi^s. 

During our journey from Zapitiva to Rio Jieuieiro^ wJ6 had ^Hot 
much leisure for gdologital observation. The Btr^tum^ in the cbnne 
of the route, is composed of primitive' granite, like^ that hefere 
described. In some parts We observed l^i^e stones, approk^ 
imating tb basalt, and in o^er parts wefi3tfnd fine day.' - Neater to 
the capital, and particularly in the Senvirbns of* St. Gristoval, the 
Prince's country^-palace, the stratum has a gneiss-like appearance, 
and produces sbme fine ' specimens of fisld-sp^r. In 'the precincts 
of the city, there is Ian extensive' fiat, covei^edwfth 'teangtoves, add 
over-flowed by the tide. At the foofbf th^ moniitains which bomid 
it, are quarries '6f granite, Hirge blocks ofwlficlif^alre^ r^sed fbr build-* 
ing pu^posieis, as *wdi as for piving the streets of ^be -ditjj^. "' - ^ ' •* 
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CHAP. VII. 

Description of Bio de Janeira. — Trade. — State of Society. — Vint to 

the Prince Regent's Farm at Santa Cruz. 

T) lO D£ JANEIRO has been so often described bj former tra* 
ve]la»t that, were I to confine myself to the supply of what they 
have omitted, or to the correction of their mis-statements^ my task 
would be speedily performed, but, as I have uniformly chosen to 
write freely from my own observations rather than follow the tiack of 
others, I shall trespass on the reader with a more detailed account 
than he might pierhaps require. It will^ however, be recollected that 
the period at which I visited this capital being a political ssra in the 
annals of Brazil, is sufficiently interesting to excuse if not to justify 
me in the attempt to improve upon descriptions of an earlier date, 
though at the risk of a little repetition. 

The finest view of the city is firom the harbour, whence its lofty 
eminences crowned with convents, and the hills in its environs, inters 
spersed with villas and gardens, have a rich and magnificent appear- 
ance. The royal palace skirts the beach, and is seen to great ad* 
vantage firom the principal landing-place, which is within sixty yards 
of its doors. This palace, though sdaall, is the residence of the 
Prince Regent and the royal family : the mint and the royal chapel 
form parts of the structure. Parallel with the beach runs the main 
street, consisting of noble buildings, called Rua de Dereito, fiiom 
which the minor streets branch off at right angles, and are intersected 
by others at regular distances. 

Some idea of the extent of the city may be formed from the po- 
pulation, whichy including the negroes, (its most numerous portion,) 
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is. estimated at a hundred thousand souls : the dwellings are generally 
of one story only. 

The numerous convents and churches are well built, and rather 

handsome ; the cathedral, now nearly finished, is in a superior stjle 

of architecture. The streets were formerly incommoded by latticed 

balconies, which had a very heavy appearance and obstructed the 

circulation of the air, birt they have been taken away by qrder .of 

Government. Ttie greatest miisahoes now remaining are those 

which arise from the custom of persons of all ranks on horseback to 

ride on the ibot-patha, and ftom the preposteroas bangiog of shop 

and house doors, which all open cntwmrd into the street, to the great 

annoyance of foot-passengeis : I may also add the frequent po<^ of 

otagnant water whkh^ from the lownets of the site^ cannot witihoa£ 

mudi labour be drained away, and which, tfifougb t^e beat of the 

weather, canit the most putrid exhalations. Water for the use of the 

city flows from the hills thixmgh' aqueducts, and is distributed (xt 

eci^enl ibniitaini ki vanovs {rablic places; It is tx> be regretted tlMft 

tiiierean not more of thcK for the? supply of the inhabiftantst Miai^ 

bers of whom live a mile distant from any of them, and aM obliged 

to employ persons tx)ntinually.in carrying water : many of the pooref 

classes earn a living by selling it% The fountains in dry weather aro 

frequently so crowded, that Ihe carriers have to wait for hours befont 

^bey can. be supfdied* The water is good, and, when kept in large 

jars, drinks^ cool and pleasant. *■ The inns and puUic houses ara 

akncat destitute of accommodations, and so very uncomfortafaie that 

a stranger will not reside in them if he can find a friend to take him 

in* House^^rent in general b eqdaUy high as in London, owingy it 

should seem, to the deafness of building roateriiads and the high pnoi 

of masonry. Timber in particular; is unaccountably scarce, consider^ 

ing the quantity which grows in almost every part of !I%^1 ; even 

fire-wood is dear. Provi3i9ns ^re in general plentifol, but not v^ 

choice in quality : the beef is very indifferent, and indeed bad ; the 

pork is better, and, if the feeding .were properly attended to, migb^ 
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be;reiidered fine ; mttttbn is almost miknomi^ m die oalives will not 
eat iit^ ; the poultry of e^ery debcriptioQ . are "exoeHeitt, but they am 
very dear. Pnbe and YegetaUes of idl Idnds are very abundant, and 
the fishnnarket is not ill supplied. Turdes are fi^nentty cau^t, aa 
wdLas^a great yariety of fish ; here are abundance of very fine large 
pnnras. The oysters and muscles, though not equal' to ours, aro 
wry (tolerable. 

iOwing toils low .sitwition, and thte gaseral filtfainess of its streets. 
Bio; dcf Janeiro cannot be cidled healthlbi. Improvemeofts are now 
making which will in part remedy these evils ; but other causes tend 
to increase Uie insahtfarity of the air, and to spread contagious dis- 
tempers, 'die. pciocipal of which are the lafg^ importations of negroes^ 
fiKNn Afiica, wha commonly land in a sickly state, the consequence 
of close confinement 4]uring a hot voyi^. Itis mruchtobeKgretted 
diat the city was not originally hnilt on the plan of those in the 
Nethedands, with ^ canals fisr brigs and small vessels, which might 
dieo hw^'been unloaded at the doors of the warehouses: such an 
MDprovement!.wpuld have alaa gready tended to the deai^ness and 
salabfity4>f the town. 

The police is by no means ill r^ulated ; and, fit)m the attention 
which fata been paid to it since the amval of die court, there is every 
hope that it will be ^placed on a footing equally respectable widi diat 
of any. European capital. The prisons are loathsome, and vsqmre 
die beiiev4>]eBt genius of a Howard to reform them akogedier* One 
^great step in favour of humanity has been gained : the inquifttion 
bM'been abolished, and with it the spirit of persecution, so that no 
one can now be offended for lus religious tenets, unless he openly in«- 
suit the established religion. 



* By way of experiment, I had some killed, and it was acknowledged by those who tasted 
it to hi excellent ; but some strange prejudice or other deters the .inhabitants from intro- 
cKnmg it 'at their tables. 
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This city is the bhief mart; of Brasl^ andi espedaUy of tbe pro-* 
vinces of Minas Geraesir St Baurst GojanSf Ca jaba and Ckyrrift^a* 
Tbe miiiiog dietiietSy ; being jcBOst populous, recfuire the greatest pvo* 
ppi:tiop of ixmsumabie :goods» and in . iretam send the most yalu« 
able articles qf comnieroef hence innumerable troops of muks ai« 
continually travelling . to and ffoin those districts; their coohi 
mon burden is about* three cwt each, which they, carry to the. 
almost incredible distan<ce of 1500 or 8000 miles. Their h<Mneward 
ftcaght consists chi^y of salt for tbQ.consumption of the cattle, aad 
imn for the worioDg of the inioes« 

' No. colonial pdrt.ip the world is so.vrdl situated Ibr general 
merce as. Bio 4e Janeiro. It enjoys, beyond an jr other, aa eqmd 
ifenieuce of inteipourse with Europe, Aaftericat Ainca, tbe East 
Indies, and the South Sea islands, and seems fhmied by oatitie as ^ 
grand link to connect the trade of those great portions of the globe* 
Commanding also, as the capital of a rich and extensive ienitaty^ 
resources of immense amount and value, it seemed to require only 
the presence of an efficient govemmeot.to give it politicid impcHt* 
ance^ and this advantage it has now gained by.becoming the cheaett 
residence of the court of Portugal. Tbe benefits resulting from ^is 
great: even tibad but just begun, to display themodves at the period 
to whidb this narrative refers, and the commercial relations of Rio^ 
Janeiix>,;.tbough considerably augmented; wem still but in thdrgemu 
I shall proceed :to state them according to the best« inforasation I 
WAS tiiiet) able to piocuire. . 

The imports hither from tbe River Plate, and from Rio Grande dd 
^t Ped;ro, consist in immense quantities of dried beef, tidlow^ hides, 
and grain. Thoaie from: the United States are. chiefly salt provisioBs, 
Hour, household furniture, pitch, and tar. The North Americans 
generally sQnd cargoes of these articles on speculation, and, as the 
iparket for them is fluctuating and not to be depmided on, they fi^ 
quently take them tor^Dther pcn-ts. Their provisioas aaa 
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sent to (ihe €ape of Gdod Hope. They Ining Ettrdpean 
dine, which^heyexckange for specie wherewith to trade to Ghina^ 
and alto tak&in^ neeessaries oo their vojagei^ to the Soatii Seas. ^ 
.From the westerd coast of Africa, Rio 4t Janeiro imports wax, oil, 
si^har,^and some i^oodt. ; ^The negro trade has been reBtiicted to^ 
the kingdohi of Angola bj a deeire^ Of the Prince Regent^ who> 
has:dieela]!ed his intention of abolishing it altogether as soon a» pos<- 

/HiQ >trdde to Moxainbiqtie is fHvral ; but^ since the* capture of 
the Isle of France bj the British hasideaftid that <soast from Frendi 
pdvateeiB, it may be expected to increase^^ It affoitk many valuable 
pnoduots^ such as gold-dui^ brought' from th^mteiior^ivor^^ 
ifthich the Prinbe monopolises the largest so^t, '^ ebony and :^her) 
fine! woods, drugs, oi]^ excellent cohimboi-rodt, and ah abundance' 
of various gun«s, f^rticnlarty of the gum meni. ' The whale-fisheries' 
on the coast have proved a toiirce of riches to many speculators. ^ [ 
The^intepoourseof this port; with Ihdia^ in <x>mmon with Mosam*^ 
bique, has been much annoyed by the privateeis cf the Isledf 
France^ and wiU therefore, in all probability, flourish equally by theirs 
suppression; A roy age thither and bsick is performed with great 
expedition :> one large ship of eight hundred tons sailed, loaded^ 
at Surat, a^d returned withinr the space of seven nnonths. A voyage* 
to China seldom Occupies a longer periods ^^The trade thidier wiH no 
doubt be revived,' and it^is not. improbable that this port may at no- 
great distance of time become an entrepdt for India goods destined' 
Inr fiarope. * 

.Rib de Janeiro i« conveniently situated for supplying a greilt 
variiety of necessaries to the Cape of Good Hope and -to New' Souths 
Wales^) 'indeed, of late years, £nglish manu&ctures have been sokl 
here so cheap that it has been ibund more advantageous to shipi 
thein faelice for^thos^^: cokotaies than from home. > Ships going on the 
8outbSea<'whaie«fiiihery toul^h here, and lay in large stocks of spt^ 
rituoas liquors, wine, sugar, coffee, tobacco, soap^ and live stock. 
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^ ISie impovtB'fTam the mothei^country cx>BmC cfaie% )d wiae an4 
niH. From Sweden some iron is (»casionaUy faroagbt: itiis prefearved 
to English iron for mules' shoes, on account of its greater ductiHty. 

. The 0xpofts consist principallj of cotton^ nigar, mm, ship^iin- 
bor^ TarioQS fine ' cabinet*if oods, hides, tallow, indigo, and cdaiiie 
cotton cloths, in immense quantities, fw clodiing the Peons in 1^* 
pfoWnces of the River Plate. Among the more ]nieeious artidiss of 
export maj be enumerated gold, diamonds, topazes of various to^ 
lours^ amethysts^ tourmalines (tbat are frequently Isold for emeralds), 
Qhrysoberjfdsy aqua-marinas, and wroti^t jewelry 1 

'This market has been greatly overstocked with 'Enj^sh mantifikN 
txires^ in consequence of the sanguine speculations to which ourifaer- 
ehants were incited by the late emigration. Thesupplyeiccefeded 
the demand in a tenfold degree, and the excess gave rise to auctions 
whese goods were sold^at (onfMrecedentedly reduced prices. In pro* 
portion as English merchandisse lowered^ that of Brasni rose in value» 
and so great ^as tiie demand for it, owing to the nuineroos vessels 
ivaiting for cargoes, that within a yearafler the arrival of the Prince 
B^gent, every artide of prodiice was doubled. Gold quickly dis^^ 
appeared ; for the monied PorbigueeBi perceiving the avidity and 
impolitic, eagerness with which the English forced their goods upoa 
Uiem, cautioosly widiheld their specie, and, by the alternative bf 
barter, got rid of their own produce at a very high price^ and (bhm 
tained onr merchandise almost at their owni valuation. The losing 
pSAty in this unequal traffic, though they had chiefly to blame their 
own imprudence in engaging in it, were loud in their complaints and 
remonstrances' against the Portuguese merchants. A treaty of com- 
mcffce was concloded, by which the dutite on English, and indeed all 
fordgn merchandize, which had been 85 per cent., were reduced to 15 
per cent, ad valorem. A judge was appointed to attend solely to the 
concerns of the English, and to see justice done tiiem; he was intitled 
the Judge Coaservador of the Englirii nation . The person who now 
fills this important office is one of the mostenjightened and upright of 
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\jama; his^ official conduct, of which i have seeoMirochir faasseeofod 
lum the respect of aU parties, and has done credit to the choice of 
the Prince Regent, confirmed by the approval of. His Excellencj 
Lord Strangford. Further to cullivate and extend the interests of 
commerce, His Royal Highness has established a Board of Trad% 
in which are some experienced and intelligent men, to whose, consi^ 
dei;ation every particular case, and every new regulation, is referred* 
One of the members of this Board, Dr. Lishoa, has greatty distiftr 
gqished himself by his aeal for the English nation, <}isplayed ift 
various publications on commerce, particularly in one dated May 
1810, which contains a fund of solid ai'gument on the principles, laid 
down and acknowledged by our most celebrated, statesmen and pd^ 
litical writers. It is to be hoped that the diffixsipn of views so liberal, 
under the auspice^ of ministers, will banish that narrow-minded jea^ 
lousy with which certain opulent individuals of the BreBilian capital 
regard the English merchant^ whom they stigmatise as intruders ; 
and that the tgeneral interests of conimerce in this thriving colony 
will gain, throng fair competition, what diey have heretofore lost 
through overstocked m«irkets. 

Hie business of the custom-house, although still shackled with 
inany troabiesoane and tedious regulations, especially with re^rd to 
small articles, has been considerably simplified ; and^ in all cases 
where a stranger finds himself at a loss how to proceed, he is sure to 
have every difl&culty, exf^ained, and eveiy obstacle removed, by ap^ 
pealing to Uie judge who presides over this department The libe* 
rahty and disinterestedness of diis excellent officer are the more ge- 
nerally felt and acknowledged, from the inconveniences with which 
his situation might enable him to embarrass the trade, if he were in«^ 
dined' to a more rigorous execution of the laws. 

In mentioning the advantages which have resulted to the English 
merchants frcHn the Uberality of the persons in office, I ought not to 
omit statii^ that much has been effected through the exertions of the 
British minister, who, while pursuing that conciliatory and modemte 
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line of conduct, which gained bim the esteem of the Prince Regent, 
ever firmly upheld the interests of his nation, and in all deliberations 
concerning them reserved to himself the casting vote. With respect 
to individuals, it is true that he declined to be troubled on every 
trivial occasion, and scrupulously discountenanced every covert 
attempt at monopoly or peculation, from whatever quarter it came : 
but in great questions he acted with promptitude and decision ; nor 
.was he averse to use his influence in favour of a private individual, 
when a candid and manly appeal was made to him. Considering the 
peculiar circumstances attending his embassy, and also the jarring 
interests he bad to reconcile. Lord Strangford has conducted h jmself 
in a way highly honourable to his talents and character ; and in con- 
tinuing to merit the confidence of his own court, has secured that of 
the Prince Regent and all his ministers. Hie treaty of commerce 
}ately concluded is a proof of the harmony which subsists between 
them, and may be regarded on our part aa the most advantageous 
that, in the existing posture of afikirs, could have been procured. 

The harbour is easy of entrance and egress, generally speaking, at 
all tiipes, as there is a daily alternation of land and sea breeae, the 
former blowing until about noon, and the latter from that hour until 
Sun-set. Ships find here every conveniency for repairing, heaving 
down, &c., but it is to be hoped that docks will soon be formed, 
which will render the latter troublesome and dangerous operation 
unnecessary. There is an anchorage-duty paid, which forms an item 
in the bill of pprt-charges. 

Of the state of society in Rio de Janeiro, what I have to observe 
difiers little from the description of the Paulistas already given. The 
same habits and manners prevail at both places, allowing for some 
slight variation, caused by the greater influx of strangers to the 
capital. The Portuguese are in general rather punctilious and re^ 
served in admitting a foreigner to their family parties ; but havii^ 
once received him, they are open and hospitably. The ladies are 
affable and courteous to strangers, extremely fond of dress, but less 
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praoA than thd«e of othier livtbds. lb tHdrmiieti ftiss^mbiiertiw 
«tti«]isigaiety {if«vaiK 'And'is se^boiied by ditft finishcsd fiolit^BeflB 
tbr which the PorCdgtieke ttm getieiryiy disthigiiulied^ The conver- 
Wdott of the 'Hest^hfed mai), liowever) is more HVelj thkn kstnic- 
CHre; for eduekiiotf is h^r^'ftt ft teWebb; iiid conapi'ehends 'it Very 
ttmit<sd tontse <if Kteffitufe' <Md i»t^bc«. t;^ i» propei'to'acid tU4t, 
8)tiKc€S th6 kmiral' oir the courC, <fiie&i^yies httive be^n adopted fbi'^e^'ci- 
tAg a thorough r^Mii ia the seiiitMtries, iOBid- other ibsthutibos, for 
ptfbHc instruction i add that'the PHnctf Itegent, in 1^ sbt^itildd for 
ibe §(i6d of his subj^td, h«s ze^ddtisljr pattrobized every leilitMbpt to 
difibse dm)6ng HieiU h tMUs for usefd' knowledge/ Undiet his'a^- 
spibbs, the ' doUefge of ^ St. Joa(|uiDi has undergone eobnderable' itb* 
prb^6metit : 6 kfcnn^ship oii dhdibistry han'been instituvrd, to wMtlh 
«br cobbti-ytbGlnj ]>; Qttrihy^r, hai^ beeii ndiniiodted by Ki^ ^bySd 
Highneiss i and it'ti' to t>e hoped that ffono '«bi« a^^pmiitment may be 
iijta'ted dke ihtiVkltretioii of ex|)emnebtsd pbil686pfay in that dstablisho 
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^ Redbnlihg itiy ttatmiMte, t atb^ bduh^'ilil gilMii^6 td itbte thiQtt the 
Mdeptibn f met with here ^icieeded my iendsttafigiiine hdpes^ and fiir 
more so {^ny individual' pWtenstotts oh whibh I could gtttubd liiem. 
I 'must attribute it tb the letter of ibtrddudtion to the Viceroy, with 
which the Portuguese embassador in London honour^ me on my 
iepsLttttte thetice, and trhicli I ptesented to the ambassador's iioble 
relative, the C6hd6 db LmhaMs, itainiftter fot foreign afhirs. '|||fais 
distffrguished statesman shewe4 tne every attention, and granted me 
eyery privilege I could ask, so that, tlirough his Icind condescension, 
att \irent well with me* I niay state this without incorring the iiA- 
pntatibn' of vanity, since it is dnly ofie amoi^g the numerous proofs 
he has given of his disposition to serve the Englbh by every nieans 
in his power. 

A fgw w^ks after i!ny anival, I solicited perraibsion of Hit £xceU 
ttocy the Cond6 di6 Linhai^ed t!o work an iron idine sk GuSMacea;!:^ 
represebitiitg at th& s^nie ftitte the iteittetise adkantn^ irhieh tidijght 
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^crae to the state from such an experiment» by opeoing ks owo. le- 
.aoutces for the suppl j of that useful. inetaL He in. part assented to the 
pr6posal, but expressed a wish that I should previously devote a f&w 
4ays to an inspection ^of the Prince's farm at Santa Cxwh and. onmj 
return make a report. of the state in which I found.it. While pis^ 
paring for my journey^ it was intimated to me as the Prinjce';s parr 
ticiilar desire, that I should endeavour to establish a dairy ourthp 
principle of those in £o^and> and direct the. people in the.maoagi^ 
ment of it, to whidi I readily assented* Being provided with hpn^ 
and a soldier to attend me, I. set out on the journey, accompanied 
by a. gentleman named Paix>issien, whose. amiable disposition apd 
scientific pursuits rendered him. a very juseful compitnio.n» . A^^ 
about fifty miles hard riding, we arrived, at tl^e &rro about six ip t||| 
evening, much fatigued. Thetaccommodatipny we met with, /ul^jr 
explained to me the motive of His Royal Highness's miuiyter in.enr 
-quiring into the state of his domain. . Having presented my oflSci^I 
letters, I was obliged to wait until ten o'clock before the slightest, 
rjefreshment could be procured ^ndt a.disK of .coffee was to be; had ; 
the only fare set before us was some lean beef half-boiled, certainly 
the worst I had ever tasted in BraxiL tlje mulatto who attended Vi9 
engaged to have breakfast ready by seven next morning; we wm*e ip 
readiness at the hour, and though, told it was comjing imnxediately, 
we waited three hours, when just as yye were ordering out the hones 
to ^iq. to avoid being famished, the repast was announced, .withnji 
excuse that it could not come sooner^ because i^o milk could be pro? 

cur^d^ 

" • - ■ • -• • 

I then, took a. purvey of the establishment and rode oyer thfi- 
pounds. The house, I was informed, was once a convent of Jesuits^ 
who. possessed also the extensive tract of land attached, to it,, which ,^ 
they managed much better than their successors, if we may ju^dgfe 
by the remains of their undertakings.. The edifice is .neither large 
nor grand : it is built in a quadrangular form, .with an.ppen court in 
the centre, aod galleries inside to the first and second floors. Tl^e 
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apartments are tbifty-Bii m ntimber, very stbdll, having been ada)>ted 
to thfe «sft' of the brotherhood/ arid siflce th^ir departure otaly in a 
slight degree altered land decdrated for the i^eception of the BLoyaK 
Fafniiy, as their ^summer residence. In front of the hoUse, to the 
Southward, extef^ds one of the finest plains in the world, two leagued 
square, watered by two rivers navigable fori^mall criaft, and boanded 
by fine bold i^o^ky scenety, embeUished in maby parts with nobkf 
fcnst trees, 'This plain is clothed with the ricliest pasture, and sup^ 
ports from seven to eight fhoiisa:nd head of dattk. A considerabliei 
pBit of it lies low, and abounds with bogs which might easily be laid 
dry and rendered cultivable by proper drainage. The park occupied 
in it» entife extent upwards of one hundred square miles, a territory^ 
fldtndst as large as some of the late prinapalities of Italy, itnd capable,' 
by its » proximity and connection with the capital bbth by land and 
water, of beiu]^ rendered one of the most productive and populousr 
in BrazU. Under the present system of management it is iii a pro^ 
gressive state of deterioration ; two small comers, the best of /the 
land, one about half a league square and the other moiie than a 
league square, have beeti already, through disingenuous artifices/ 
sold offj and ihe rest nfiay in no long time be sacrificed to nieti whose 
cupidity stimulates them to depreciate its value, unless proper meahb 
are used to thwart their nefariotis designs. 

The negroes on this estate, including all descriptions, amOfflit to 
ttboat fifteen hundred in number. They are in general a very excel-* 
lent class of men, tractable and gentle in their disposition^ and by 
no means deficient in intellect. Great pains have been taken to en«' 
lighten them, they are regulariy instructed in the principles t}f thd 
Christian fmth, and have prayers publicly read to them morning and '• 
evening, at the commencement aiid close of their day's labour;' 
Plots of ground, at their own choice, are assigned to each^ and two^ 
days in the week, besides the incidental holidays, are allowed them 
to raise and cultivate produce for iheir own subsistence; the rest of 
thdr ttm^ and labbttf is devoted to tlie service <^ Hb Highness. 
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Xbe sj^sfcem of mmagwie&t) howev/est is ao bad» thai they bbk faalf;> 
starved* almost destitute of cloihiii^ and most mtaeriblj h>dged; 
dieir ftv«mgo eacniogs do ndt amount to A penny per day «adi. A 
istfonn in the estal^Ubineat mig^ have been eimly: efected od the 
nrrivld of the Prinoo Regent* ^ut it vlU now be very difficult, a> 
the aliusea have been tacitly sanctioned by the indiffacnoe of fthofB> 
whose duty and inteiest it was to correct them. In thb extent of 
fine glneund soarftely an inclowie is made ; the cultivated lands aie 
&U of weeds, and. the coffeoifdantatittM are fittle better dian a meve 
4bppice-swood, in whi£sh the wikL shsubs gcow higher than the oofie»> 
trees. Tfae cfittle are most depl^inbly neglected, and there is not 
upon the whole pramisas a ioraa fit fisr the meanest b^gar to ride, 
$uch- was the state in which I found this rich and extensive distriety 
which aeeipis to hsive been destined by nature fbr the intradu^ioh of 
iin)Wo?emeoto that might pooduce, throng the influence of high 
ssaipipki, an entire change in the agricHltura} system ofBraal. 
'A e^OFt Hme after I had taken up my residsoce at Sasita' Cna ^ 
Prince . caase down, and oin the da^ succeeding his arrival hooouordi 
me with a visit, ^ber whici^ I ftequeotly rade out with His Boyid 
Highness. He one day did me the honour to express a wish that I 
would un^evtake to ^vem the larm ; this jMroposal I hegged leave 
to decline on the ground of my ita^bitity to lender such an employ 
com^tible with my other conocxn's, suggesting at the same time the 
ftitpeiicMr «erviOe 1 could render by working the ixon mineu Notvitlht 
aytaoding t^is, 4he Pcince, on thue day following, gave me a paper, 
con tailing ao ofi^r.of the i^hoJe. direction of' the estate and slating 
the terms. The veltetMlon of the proposal not a little erabamuised 
iBke; I !««s av«are that, by iselusing, I might pcdliably diebar myself 
fjfimii the p^^peot of any future favewr, yet I anticipated enough m 
difficnjyty in the undertaking to m9ke me dechoe it at all ev^nta. 
This dilemma occa^oned me much uneasiness, aind in order to vet* 
mov^ it I appJAed tp ^ Sidnejr Smith> who wm then ob a visit tb 
Santa Cru:& reijuesting him to. ^plaintoHw fioyad HigfaiMwrnthe 



cireiunstaqc^ which ' nesdeved it impossible for me to wttle 4b BtW* 
ziU and to tender him. the offer of mf serJiricei dinriii^ my stSif^ 
After, jBome. further deliberation; howerer, I was' induced to aico^pt 
th^ appQiotoMnt, by way- of trial, for afew ruot^ths, unddk* the )»«- 
press sti^ulatiofiL that I should act without \dontrid: On etftenb^ 
V|M)n.i9y dbairge 1 began 4>7 milking such new arrangements as ^^ 
peaced /csonduciise to the end for which I ii^as appointfed, but I Soott 
perceived that ins^tead of being piiucipltl inteudant) I had a MiperibtV 
who held me accouat^Ue to him for my proc^eedings, and mauiifesbed 
a fixed determination ta thwart them, alS inBovations bn Ihd' 
established course of things. But this was not the only incdti^ 
venienpe; it was expected tliat I should purchase whatever wair' 
wasted on my owu credit; but I quickly discovsted, ih$Jt instead d^ 
being reimbursed,, according to agreement, I was ti^fled with and dff 
length in pari defiiaudjed. The ^lison to wh^cn \ dllude it^as dttfe df 
tht it)anageiB f£ the Priace^s household ; he ha^ conceived a MOted 
h^tned against the Eii^iab, and ccNiki dot 4;ear that oue of that 
QdtioQ should injbedereinaoGacern over;whic&'hedailn^d^t^^^ 
oty, and hold ,a sitnAtion vdiere real stitpvi<^ might Iddutie ar' &AVAh 
parison lin&vpumble ^ >thqs6 • specious dues which h^ ooat^ilted 
himsdf with tenderkig. I will lioi detail 4he {letty urtififi^ ktld 
mean indirect insults which this man employed, to disgust &» irith 
the situation, when he found I would not submit to be his servile 
drudge ; suffice it to say that, perceiving no chance of obtaining that 
discretionary power, which alone could enable me to be essentially 
useful, I peremptorily refused to act any longer* Alarmed at this 
determination, he at first strove to overawe and then conciliate me, 
but I had seen too much of his conduct to be duped by this stra- 
tagem, or to suppose that any cordiality could in future subsist 
between us. Imagining himself armed with Royal power, he at- 
tempted to play the tyrant, but the reception he met with quickly 
forced him to resume his natural character, that of a cringing syco- 
phant. I did not hesitate to send in my resignation, and he had 
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the mortiBcation to find that the means he had employed to em** 
barrass and enslave me, restored me to liberty. 

In the letter which announced my determination to give up the 
employ, I thought proper to. omit stating to His £xcdlency Don Ro- 
drigo the reasons that led me to this step,. Had that nobleman been' 
apprised of the disagreeable circumstanoes in which I was placed, 
he would, I am confident, have done his utmost to remove them; 
but I deemed it beneath me to remoost3rate> sedng that while thin^ 
Qp.fltn remained I was^to be considered as serving the Princess servant 
smid not the Prinoe. A condition so degnttling mmitever deter any-' 
!^pglji8^man from undertaking to execute, the exceUent and eh-> 
^ghtened fiWos which His Royal HighnessV ministers have projected/ 
£c>r impi^ving the agriculture of Santa Craz; for who would kibmit 
tQ^ the dictates of .an underling, whose arrogance and obstinacy are' 
Qontinually interrupting and fmtrating those plans ? 
.On my rietura to JRio.de Janeiros the Prince sent for me, and de-' 
s^red me again and again to retom to Santa Cruz ; I contented my*^ 
s^tf :^ith a simple excuse ; for that was not a time, nor was I in a 
p]lace to -enter into explanations. It is well known, that a system 
of intrigue prevails near His Royal Highnesses person, which often 
t^nds to countoRidt reprteeotations on tnatteis of the greatest im^ 
PQrianoe.* 
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COME tinie after jmy r^Mim froiQ Saato Cras^ a ciratiiUBtaBob of 
a.sipgv^lar natitre to^k. place» <whiGk oeeasiofiecl oie to' uadettake 
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a jouroey to, a .district called Caota Qalk),: distant about ^tiy 
leagues, iroiii the capital, .and <Mie»Df the lattet discovered in tim 
part of Brazil, .Twq ^loeii.* reported, that they had diere JTotftid a 
mine Qf ^ilyeri, Mid brought: to the.mint^a quaatity of earthy toittter 
reduced to iwvideri fr^wi. ^icb was jsmelted a amall ingot of that 
metal. This reports .be«^ officially laid befi>fe Hit Excclleney-Doil 
Rpdrigo^ I ,wasi sdiQited) to go to CantaGallQ and' investigate the busir 
ness on the spot, t^ two men b^gi ordaveii lo meet me there* 
Before I proceed torelatO'thojcesuIt of. my^nquiry^i^i^all briefly 
desqri^,what)ev^rvI.Dbsi$^cd worthy of aate in die course «ftfa« 

joumey^ ,t '•- •.*• ^t .'>• ' ■.:•.:- • '- ♦'*- '^ ->■' -i ■"••.♦"' v 

Beipg provided uwitb a-pttsport, aadiSikq a sketch of the routes 
taken from a MS. map in the archives, I departed from Riaoathe 
30th of April J809» accompanied by Dr. Gardner, the gentlemapi 
already mentioned as lecturer on chemistry at the college of St. Joa- 
quim. Having to pass to the bottom of the harbour, towards the 
north, we embarked in a snMll vessel, and being favoured with a 
strong sea breeze, ran down to the entrance of the fine river Mac- 
cacu, which we reached after a five hoursVsail. The wind then 
dying, our boatmen took to their oars, and proceeding up the river we 
reached a house called Villa Nova, where numbers of market-boats 
for Rio were waiting for the land-wind and the turn of the tide. 
After taking some refreshment here, we rowed onward until the river 
became so narrow that the vessel frequently touched . the bank on 
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each side, and the men were obliged to push her along with poles; 
At day-break we reached Porto dos Caxhes, a place of great resort 
from the interior, being the station where the mules discharge their 
loads of produce from the many plantations in the neighbourhood. 
The town consists of several poor houses, and of stores where goods 
are deposited for embai^th)a. The stratumi hereabouts is primitive 
granite, covered with fine strong clay. Leaving this place, we pro- 
tttiieA for sdnie dkrtadce tmd came to a large swamp, wlidi \$4fe 
aAvigated ifi a caiioe, with very little difficulty, and shortly after- 
#arids aiffred *at the viiliage of Maccaca. If stands on a small 
etiAnehde In tlfe nittitet of ia 'fine plain, watered by a considerable 
MreftHfir, orcQr^ArUteh therts ah& «wt» good bridges. Thoii^ alriiost at 
the base bf the chbin of moiiiitains that forms • a barriei* along the 
boabt, the nielgiibaufHtibd affords some fine situations ; the- land ia 
gehisF&T eofisiMs of ^ sirbng dlay, but app<»irs^ much worn out. The 
obltlniatidi^f » Colonel Jo6^, to- wbom^ I introduced fioyself, garve ihe a 
v^y ^dlit^ rdceptibil, as^iiid adtb the brethren of the ccmvent, to whom 
I'^id a visit ^ I passed the m^% at ihe house bf the Escidvand, a 
Worthy gtttttleiiian, whbse hospitality Istill remember with peculiar 
gratitude, because it seemed to proceed, not from a cold sense of 
dilty, hut ifipom the impcdse oi a warm and generous heart. 

' Oto the following day, being aiecommodated by the colonel with a 
hotise and gmde, I proceeded along t^e winding. iMUiks of the river, 
nrhieh in many places ptesemt most beaotifol viewb. Here was nwte 
ettlttvated fjEind thian I expected to see; but the, sugar-plantaidoas^ 
and^ in general'^ the low pasture«grou«ds, are quite nieglected* W« 
passed several farms belonging to convents, which, from their appa*- 
tent cbndition, and tibe* accounts we received, do little' mbre than 
maintain the negroes and incumbents upon them. There was rarely 
a inilch cow to. be met with : pigs and poultry were equally scarce, 
The population of these Hne* valleys is deplbrablj thin and poor^ 
there was a general sickliness in the Sook»of the women an<i ehild^teQ 
we met with, which may be imputed to their miserable diet and 
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inactive life. I ought to state that, the rilanners of the people here 
are mild and gentle ; we were every where treated with civility, and 
all our enquiries were answered with the most friendly marks of 
respect and attention. 

The air, as we drew nearer the mountains, was fresh and indeed 
cold. Towards evening we arrived at a farm belonging to a con^ 
vent of nuns in Rio de Janeiro, where we were kindly accommodated 
for the night. This place is most agreeably situated, and might, 
under skilful and industrious management, be rendered a paradise. 
It has excellent clay ; fine timber ; a good fall of water, which 
forms a beautiful rivulet, and runs into a navigable river within one 
hundred yards of the house; a fine extent of arable land, and a still 
finer of pasture, which peculiariy qualifies it for dairy farming. It 
is distant only one day's journey from Port Caxhes^ whence there is 
4 navigable communication with the metropolis. What a scene for 
an enterprising agriculturist ! At present all is neglected : the house, 
the out-^buildings, and other conveniences are in a state of decay, 
and the people who manage the land appear, in common with the 
aniiaals that feed upon it, to be half fanpished. 
. The next morning, we proceeded eastward, and crossing the stream^ 
which was at least sixty yards broad and full three feet deep, rode 
along the farther margin, which is rather /more elevated, and pre- 
seaits a view of some fine plains, stretching from thence to the base 
of the mountains. Journeying in that direction we reached the 
fine plantation of Captain Ferrera, who received us very politely, 
aiKd shewed us every attention. This placed bounded by the alpine 
ridge behind it, is the extreme point to which the river Maccacu is 
navigable* It is six or seven leagues from the village of that name. 
The estate maintains about one hundred negroes, who are chiefly 
employed in raising sugar, cotton, and coffee ; but to me the situa- 
tion appeared much better calculated for growing grain and feeding 
c^ttJe» as the weather is at times cold, the evenings are fre- 
;quently attended with heavy dews, and owing to the proximity of 
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the moiintaina^ here are* fneqaent rains^ accompanied bj 
and lightning. N ambers of fine springs burst forth from various 
parts of the hifla, and form rirulets with falls, which, as here is 
plenty of fine timber, afford every means for working macbinerj;. 
The owner lives ia opulence, and is so humane and liberal to his 
people, that they seem to revere him as a father. We were much 
pleased with the air of donsestic comfort and contented industry, 
which we observed among them oo visiting their dwellings in the 
evening. Some of the negro-children were at [Hay ; others of nove 
advanced age were assisting the women to pick cotton ; and the me& 
were scraping and preparing mandioca. Their cheerfulness was not 
at all interrupted by our approach, "nor did they betray any uneasy 
feeling of constraint in the presence of their superiors. In lieu of 
candles, which are seldom to be met with but in the capital, they 
burn oil, extracted from the bean of the palm, or* firom a small 9p^ 
cies of ground-nut, here called mefli«^ 

About noonf on the following day, horses being provided, and a 
soldier appointed for our guide, we lefi the fazenda, accompanied 
by its hospitable owner. Captain Ferrera, who conducted ns halif a 
league on our way; The river, akng which we passed in an easterly 
direction, bursts through Vast inasses of rock with great force, and 
in soitie parts forihs considerable folk. The Captain, ere we parted^ 
led me to a water-course, in which weire found pieces of gramte 
covered with manganese in a botryoidal form. After crossing the 
river twice, we arrived at what is cailed the fiist register, or searoh«- 
ing^house, distadt about two miles from the fozenda. This statioB 
is guarded by a corporal and a private soldier, who are chaiged 
with the reoeipt of various tolls, and are empowered to search pas^- 
seng^rs, in order to prevent the smug^ng of gold-dust. Alter 
shewing my passport, I took leave df Captain Ferrera, who made 
me promise to pay him a longer visit on my return. 

We had been warned of the badness of the roads, and were by 
BO means agreeably deceived in them, for we were nearly four hours 
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in going the nextsk miles. At tb^ dose of ..day, after a laborious 
and dangerous passage through abrupt ravines/>aDd along the sides 
of steep hills, our guide aniiiro»nced that we were in sight of the 
second register^ where it was proposed that we should pass the night. 
On aiTiving we found rt a most imiserable pktee, inhabited bj five or 
six soldiers under ike oomoiand of a seijeant. This good man gave 
vs' a hearty welcome, and with the assistance of bis oomrades, cooked 
US a supper of ifowls,. and Kgaledus with whatever else their scanty 
store aifforded. We were tsMt without n^usic to our repast, for the 
hou^eis' built on the edge of a rQariiig>tonreHt^ which, bursting through 
a ravine, has w4shed away every thing except some huge, masses 
of robk. A bit of ground, about ten yards square, is all the garden 
these poor people have, and even this is much neglected, for the 
guards here are so often changed, that no one .thinks of adding to 
the comforts and . convenieiices of an abode, which others are to 
enjoy. 

At day-*break,. we found that our mules had strayed into a wood 
adjoining^ hut as the road was stopped, we were utader no apprehen- 
sion of losing them, for the thickets on each side were impervious. 
This occurrence gave mean opportunity of seeing niore of these 
remote regions, and certainly the imagination of SaLvator Rosa him- 
self never pictured so rude a solitude. On one side rose the ^eat 
barrier of mountains, which we had yet to cross, oovered to their 
summits with trees and underwood, without the smallest trace of 
cultivation ; on the other lay thcibroken country, between this ridge 
and the plain, presenting the same wild features of sylvan scenery. 
The miserable hut, at which we lodged, partook of the savage cha- 
racter of the neighbourhood, and seemed formed for the abode of 
men cutoff from all intercourse with their fellows. On our return we 
were provided with a breakfast of coffee and eggs ; as to milk, there 
was no possibility of procuring any ; a cow would have* been considered 
here as an incumbrance, nor would any one of the six idle soldiers 
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ba ve given himself the trouble of milking her, though thej all had 
been dying of hunger. 

On resuniing our journey, we entered on a road still more steep 
and rugged than thai which we had passed. We were ofteu obliged 
to dismount and lead our mules up almost perpendicular passes, and 
along fearful declivities. In some places, the thick foliage of the 
trees^ and that of the underwodd, which grew higher than our heads, 
sheltered us from the sun, and indeed scarcely admitted the light, 
^ot a bird did we see, nor the trace of any living thing, except 
some wild hogs; We passed sevaal bare granite jrocks of ia gneiss-, 
like formation. 

In journeying to the next station, we observed nothing worthy of 
note except a small saw^mill, worked by an overshot wheel, of very^ 
clumsy construction. The frame, which contains a single saw of 
very thick iron, moves in a pier|)endicular direction; at every 
stroke, a boy brings the timber up, by pulling a cord attached to a 
crank that moves the cylinder on which it rests. How readily, 
thought I, would the meanest Russian peasant improve this machine I. 

We proceeded on our way up an ascent so precipitous, that 
we were obliged to walk more than ride; after two hours toiling 
along the side of a granite mountain, in which we observed some, 
beds of fine clay, we reached the summit, from whence we saw. the 
bay of Rio de Janeiro, the sugar-loaf mountain, a:nd the city itself, 
to all appearance not more than four or five leagues distant from us, 
though, in reality, more than twenty. At this elevation, which we 
may state to be at four or five thousand feet above the level of the 
sea, the air was sharp and keen ; the thermometer stood at 58^. Con- 
tinuing in a north-easterly direction, we passed two poor solitary, 
farms, and entered upon a range of scenery tremendously grand^ 
composed of bare abrupt conical mountains, with immense water- 
falls in every direction. At the close of day, we arrived at a farm-« 
house, called Fazenda do Moro Quemado, the manager of which. 
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reeeived us hospitably, and accommodated us for the ni^t. The 
weather was so cold, that a double supply of bed-clothes scarcely 
produced sufficient warmth ; in the morning the thermometer was 
at 48? Fahrenheit. After the heavy dew cleared away^ we took a 
view of the grounds, in company with the manager ; they ap- 
peared well-suited for a gra^ing-farm^ but the temperature of the 
atmosphere is too severe for growing the common produce of the 
country; particularly cotton, coffee and bananas, which are frequentlj 
blasted. I was informed that some wheat has been grown heret. 
though the people are quite unacquainted with the Curopean mjg'p 
thdd of farming. Indian com, for the feed of hogs, ifc the staple 
article. This plantation b infested by ounces, which at times prey 
upon young cattle; the manager, who is a great hunter, keeps 
dc^, though of a poor race, for the express purpose of destroying 
them, which is thus practised: — When the carcase of a worried ani- 
mal has been found, or when an * ounce has been seen prowling 
about, the news is soon proclaimed >among the neighbours, two or 
three of whom take fire arms loaded with heavy slugs, and go out 
with the dogs in quest of the animal, who generally lurks in some 
thicket, near the carcase he has killed, and leaves so strong a scent, 
that the dogs soon find. When disturbed he retreats to hts den, if 
he has one, the dogs never attempting to fasten on him, or even to 
face him, but, on the contrary, endeavouring to get out of his way,* 
which is not difficult, as the ounce is heavy and slow of motion. 
If he caves, the sport is at axi end, and the hunters make up the 
entrance ; but; he more commonly has recourse to a large tree, 
which he climbs with great facility ; here his iate is generally de-> 
cided, for the hunters get near enough to take a steady aim, and 
seldom fail to bring him down, one of them reserving his fire to dis« 
patch him, if required, after he has fallen. It generally happens, 
that one or two of the dogs are killed in coming too near, for even 
in his dying struggles, a single stroke of his paw proves mortal. 
The skin is carried home as a trophy, and the neighbours meet 
and congratulate each othev on* the occanon. 
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ThislMni) in the hands cf iin experienced and skilfol agiicoitiiristt 
might :be managed' w as to produoe atnaziDg returns. Its soil k wet, 
adapted »to tbegrowthy not onJj of 'Indian corn^ but ofwheat, haHey^ 
potatoes, &Cw and h is so well irrigated^ by numerous mountain 
streams, that the pastures are always luxuriant Hete > are fine 
fells of \vaiter,' amd atbundahce of excellent limber, iso tliat' conirmaUs 
tfrigh^b be erected «t Jittle more expence than what woald arise frotta 
{be pu«6hase of !nnIl<^toiie8. Gonnected with the min's * fami btkom^ 
iim establishment might be rendered one of lifae knost ooukplete aod 
advaiftageom in 'BraaiL^ 

'lieaving Mon> Quenoiado at noon, andd«oending en the other 
side fof the ridge «f^ monti tains, we passed through an unequal ihiety 
formed of hills ^and ravines. Onward the land appeared £ner, and 
the titirber >of a superior growth, but there wene lew cultivated 
spets^ and not many honses. The first extensive fhsenda we 
teached ;was that of Maauel Jos6 Pereira, a native of the A^res, 
who managed his agricultural concerns much better than the other 
ikraiers whom we visited. We were shewn a large field cf Indian 
com, ready for cutting ; the quantity that had been sown was about 
eleven fenegas, or bushels, and live produce was estimated at Meen 
hundred bnshels, about one hundied and fifty for one. This was an 
ordinary crop ; in good years the harvest yields two hundred for one* 
The com, a^ 'before stated, is chiefly consumed in the fatteiiidgof 
pigs ; the quantity requisite for this purpose is six or seven bushels 
^ch, and the time, tenor twelve weeks. The curing of bacon is 
performed by cutting all the lean from the flitches, and sprinkling 
them with a very little "salt. This food has the peculiar effect of 
giving greater solidity to the fat, which of itself is not liable to pu-* 
trefaction. • 

Though the owner of this farm has occupied it not more than five 
yeiafrs, and has had only the assistance of his two sons, and six 
negroes, he has brought it into a very fair state of cultivation. In 
his coffee plantation we observed Awe tliousand trees in full bearing, 
and the rest of his grounds were in an eqaally prosperous condition. 
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His expences, indeed, are light, and the only difficulties he has had 
to contend with, have been the bad roads, which are now much 
amended. The example of this man, it is to be hoped, will stimu- 
late the emulation of his neighbours ; for it has fully shewn the 
unbounded liberality with which nature here crowns the labours of 
the agriculturist 

On our way hence to the place of our des^tlnation, we passed 
through some forests of fine full-grown trees ; one which had fallen^ 
I bad the curiosity to measure ; it was full sfev^ity-»x inches in dia- 
meter, at the thick end, and above twenty-fiive yards in length. 
Such a piece, of timber I had never before seen. Within i^bont 
three miles from Canta Gallo, we arrived at an excellent ifeiin be- 
longing to the Senhor Tenente, or treasurer of thti district, who 
treated usTcry hospitably, and invited us to visit him on our retunL 
Our reception at Canta Gallo was highly gra^ying ; the Governor, 
€ind all the principal inhabitants^overjoyed to seeBogKshmen in t^se 
reniote part^, treated us with gneat cordiality and lUeiad^hip ; a dii»> 
ner was provided, at which they testified to us the great respect 
they entertained for our nation, as l^ing the^ great aUy of a Prince 
whom they adored. :i, f ; « . 
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CHAP. IX. 

Description of Canta Gallo. — Of the Gold^washing of Santa RUa. 

r— Account of the supposed Silver^Mine. 



/^jiNTA GALLO, though so near the seat of govemment, was^ 
not koOwQ. until about twenty years ago. . It is situated in the 
midst of a fine yellrwopded country i, abounding in s{Nring8> and in* 
tersected by narrow valleys and ravines. The bottoms of some of 
tbes^ rayipes formerly contained gold, which was accidentally, dis- 
covered by soni0 giriolperps * from Minas Geraes^ in the course of 
their searches about the great liver Paraiba, and the Rio Pumba. 
Tho richness of these beds of gold, and thti fertility of the circumr 
)acei>t country, attracted nunibers of adventurers, who .placed tbemr 
selves « under the dir^ctipa .of an able chieftain^ named Mao de 
Luvd) oniSbccount of hiejhaving lost one hand, and his. wearing a 
stuffed glove in its place. The band ^oon amounted to two or three 
hundred persons, who washed every part in the neighbourhood 
worth washing, before they were discovered. Being very determined 
men, they lived free of control, and bade defiance to the laws. It 
was not until about three years after their first settlement, that the. 
existing government was apprised of them; when, alarmed at the 
report of their numbers, which was doubtless exaggerated, they sent 
out spies to discover their rendezvous. This, after much time and 
great difficulty, was effected.; the spies, in wandering through the 
solitary woods and fastnesses in the neighbourhood, were attracted 
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* A name giren to those penoils who go aboat the countiy seeking gold^washangs, and 
do not gWe notice, or solicit a grant when tfaej discover any.- Tbej are considered and 
treated as smugglers. 
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toward the place, by the crowing. of a cock : — hence the name of 
CanlaGallo, which was. subsequently given to it. They introduced 
themselves as smugglers, who wished to belong to the fraternity, and 
after hving there some time, found means to give information to 
government, at Rio de Janeiro, who issued prodamations, ofieriug 
pardon if the whole body would surrender. This measure was inef- 
fectual; the grim peros were well provided with fire-arms, and de* 
termined to defend themselves as long as any gold could be found. 
In a year or two afterwards, the washings began to. fail, and thus 
the great bond of interest which united them being loosened, some 
deserted the place, and the rest, became less vigilant in taking mea- 
sures for their defence* The government seized this favourable 
opportunity of reducing them ; a considerable force was assembled 
in the vicinity, with orders to make an attack at a certain fixed day, 
which was. known to be celebrated by the grimperos as a. festival in 
honour of some saint. At the expected time, while they were en- 
gaged at a great banqueting, and too much occupied with their 
wine to think of their arms, which bad been laid aside, (the flints 
haying been secretly taken out,) about a hundred soldiers rushed 
in ftmong them ; - those who were sober enough flew to their arms, ex- 
claiming, " We are sold I we are betrayed ! treason ! treason V The 
contest was short ; the soldiers seized the ringleaders, who were either 
sent to Africa, or imprisoned for life ; of the re&U some were taken 
prisoxiers, others fled, but were pursued for years afterwards, and a 
few fell in the attack. 

The Government, having thus become masters of this teiritory, and 
imagining it to be as rich in gold as when the grimperos first settled 
there, issued many injudicious regulations, oppressed the natives 
beyond example, built registers in various parts, to prevent contra- 
band, and filled the whole neighbourhood with guards. The nume- 
rous settlers, whom the supposed richness of the place afterwards 
attracted, soon found that the oream liad been skimmed by the 
smugglers, and by degrees, turned th^ir attention to agriculture, a 



( 182 ) 

less precarious subsislence than miomg. So little gold is at* present 
found) that His Highnesses fifth scaroelj pays the officers abd sol^ 
diers appointed to receive itl There. are some situations alike ia^ 
vourable to mining arid farming ; with a small capital, a man may 
here turn both pursuits, to accouoty if he can bring himself to con* 
form to the customs of the place. The land is strong and good ; its 
various inequalitieB present spots adapted to the growth of ill most 
every description of produce; In the valley s, and oh the sides of 
the mountain^, the soil^ in. some parts, comsists of strongday, but 
more generally of a fine, rich, vegetable mould; i The mck, or solid 
stratum, lirhich appears at Various^ depths below it, is granite, com- 
posed of . fekl-^spar, bordbIende,/'quartz, mica, and frequently gar^ 
nets. When ' found in a decomposing state, it is df ncmiinated 
pizarra. No metallic 49ubstances, except gold and oxides of irbn, 
appeal*; the former, which is found io the inteijacent bed of cas^ 
calhao, exists* only' in graitisV I 'examined a connderaMe quantity^ 
but tould not i discover* a single-pdrticle in a crystallised slate. 

The cduntfy ajppears to be very poorly stocked with cattle ; no 
cows are kept for < milking, nor is"; any attention here paid to the 
prodnotion of an article of diet, so essentia) to the submstteiKe of a 
poor fabnly^pd few goats: dre.kepl^ and the only milk used is that 
which l^ey <yield. . The oommdn food of the inhabitants is as fol«- 
lows ;-^for breakfast, a kitad of kidney beans, called feijones, boiled, 
and afterwards . mfixed with the> fipur of Indian corn; fcM* dinner^ 
feijones boiled with a little fat pork and some cabbage leaves, and 
a sort of pudding, made by pouring the water from the pcH-k on a 
plate of the farinha, which is eaien with the hand, and much 
relished; for 'supper, some poor vegetables, also boiled up with fat 
pork. Fowls, which are bred here in great numbers, are generally 
cut to pieces. and stewed lor table. Wine is rarely used, even 
atnong the higher ranks, but here are fryits in great abundance, par* 
ticularly bananas and orangesy which form, a considerable part of 
the general diek •/ • 
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; Ver^ little, sugtti: is i jgrbwninse ': the priiMkipal articles* of produce 
ffiritito the/capital am £odij babfni^fowiSy jaraoanda^ or rose-wood, 
tod ipecacuao&i. Inmaiiy/parts of tiie« neigbi!x>urhood is found a 
lree9.the'bark.0f)ii^Uidi hAi be^n ' svcc^ssiliHy used as a substitute for 
tbe.k^uinqdiiia oftPeni^. ^ :: .vi', 

ioIn.one.6f tb€{ firec][tidDteicii|rsidn8iIitook in tbe nveigbbburhood of 
OskafaiGallo, previous to Iny^joilrney to the reputed sSv^er mine, I 
obtained some information respebtirtg the^haff^sivali^ed abori^ of 
tbe district firc^ a ni^n:whb/ehipldy«| hiniself impntbcuring ipecacu- 
anba,! tod iA a kiiid bf chief dniokig thfem; They lieside in the wcbds^ 
in a modt mibei^iile^coedition ;- their ^<^welliligB^ some of Whicfo I sawl^ 
are formedof Iwughs of trebs^bbntao ds; or tiling of 

|ia]jQ(i-leaves ^ i their b^ds are madeof dry grass. Having' little idea of 
p)aniing:6r^ tillage, they ^depend for.aubsistedoe alibo^ ientitely ^on 
thieir inosrs and.Brrows,^ and on* the roots and : wild ^liits which they 
casuaSy: find ^m:tUe itoods; l%e chief -aboise^^lnentibned' brougfai 
about fifty, qf these Indians to - pay tne a, visit, which was not a littld 
gratifying to me^ as it afibrded aii dpportunity: of examining their 
features, and/df conveming whhf the: few: among them who could 
iqpeak a 4ittle of the .Portugiieze language. Tfa|e< dress of the inch 
consisted) of a waistcoat and a pazi[ of drawees ; that of the women, 
of & bhemise and petticoat, with; a handkdfchief dedTOUhdth^ heiid^ 
after ! the fashion .of the Poituguezefemales. i.Tbey. bore the general 
cbafctoteri&tics of their;4^ai2e^;the icbpper-coldured! skin^ short and 
round' iviflhge^ t^oad nose^ lahk black h^ir^ and regular stature, in« 
dining to the shoftand broadrset. ' Being, ^esiroiksi to see a proof of 
their skill and precision in shooting, of which I had heard much, I 
placed an orange at thirty, yards distance, which was pierced by an 
arrow from every on^ who drew, his bow at it,. X next pointed out a 
bananjEi-tree, about eight inches iqcircumfeTence, at a distanpe pf 
forty yards ; not a bittgle arrow missed its aim, though they all shot 
at an elevated range. Interested by these proofS of their archery, I 

went with some of them into a wood to see them shoot at birds; 
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though there were very few, thej discovered iliein far more' qiiickljr 
than I could ; and> cautiously creeping along until they wete within 
bow^shot, never failed to bring down their game. The stillness ami 
expedition with which they penetrated the thickets, and passed 
through the brush-wood, were truly surprising; nor could any thing 
have afforded me a mor^ satisfactory idea of their peculiar way of 
life. Their bows are/made of the tou^ fibrous wood of the'Iri, sis' 
or seven feet long, and itery stout ; their arrows are full six feet longh- 
and near an inch imdiatneter, pointed with a piece of cane cut to a 
feather edge> or with a bone, but of late mate A^uently with iron. 
They are loathsome in their persoasj and io their habits but' one 
remove from the antliropophagi ; for they will devour almost any 
animal in the coarsest manna!*, for instance, a bird unplucked, b^d^ 
roasted, with the entrails remaininjr*« They are not of a shy or 
morose character, but have a great aversion to labour, and cannot be 
brought to submit to any regular employment; Barely is an Indfao 
to be found serving as a domestic, or working for hire, and 'to this 
circumsiance may be ascribed the low state of agriculture in the 
district ; for; as the formers, when they begin the world, have seldom 
funds sufficient topurchaaetnegroes at Rio, their operations are for a 
long time very confined, and freq^uently languish for waiit of hands. 
)Yhat benefits would result to the state, and how; much would the 
general cause of humanity be served, if these Indians iwer^ dViltzed 
and domissticated I A tribe of idle and unsettled savages iw^uld be 
converted, into iweful and productive labourers ; the whole face of 
the district would be improved; the roads which at present connect 






^ Ere they departed, I saw an instance o( that dangerous excess to which the pas^- 
iSons of savages ^rt stable when once excited ; for, on presenting a Few bottles of 
liquor, thdrr'was a general strife for them^ and die person^ man or woman, who first 
obtained one, would ba^e dnmk the whole oft its contents, had it. not been forciblj taken 
awaj. It i^rery unsafe to giro .them ardent spirits, for ^en intoxicated it is necessary to 
confine them. If preference isgiren to one^ the rest are insolent and unruly until they 
obtain the same marks' of favour. 
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it with the capital would be cleared of the thousand inconveniences 
which ntiw encumber them, and new ones* would be opened for the 
more expeditious conveyance of its produce. 

During my stay at Canta Gallo I undertook a journey to the 
gold-washing at Santa Rita, distant about five leagues, in a north- 
east direction. After passing the uneven country in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the village, we arrived at the Rio Negro, a con-: 
siderable stream formed by many rivulets, which empties* itself into 
the Paraiba ; on (tossing it^, we entered upon a fine open country^ 
the fertility, of which was evident from the luxuriant growth of the 
tobacco and . other plants : but it lay in a i state of almost total 
neglect, and the families thinly scattered upon it appeared in the 
lowest condition of indolence and misery* * We proceeded a league 
farther, through a tract entirely de^tute of iiihabitanlB, and arrived 
about two in the afternoon at Santa Rita; The- proprietor of the 
works received us very kindly, and cmiducted: us through tl^m' 
while dinner was preparing. The washing is in a> deep ravine, 
bounded at one end by an abrupt hilU and open at the other to the 
plain . The vege taUe earth appeared extremely ; rich, being clothed 
with luxuriant verdure, and the hills on each band covered wilh trees- 
of all siases. The stratum of cascalhao, which lies under a bed of^il 
four or five feet deep, is very thin and uneven, being no where more 
than two feet thick, and in many parts notmore than seven or: eig^ 
inches. The incumbent soil is removed' at great labour and expence, 
being dug out and carried away in bowls ; and the cascalhao is xxm- 
veyed with great care to a convenient place fer water, where it is 
washed by the most expert among the miners, in a way similar to 
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* I >va8 well infcmwd that a few hundred potmds, judiciousljr employed, would de- 
fray the expence of making a good road from Canta Gallo to Porto dos Cashes, which 
loaded mules might travel in two days. 

. f The 'mode of crossing a mer with horses or mules in these parts, is to tie one to 
the canoe, and drire lum into the water i the rest follow. 
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Ibat jiracAised at tlie mibes of Jak^gtm. The proporticm of gold pro* 
ducedMtas modei^te : I was informed that it paid the martcr at the 
rate of from fourteen pence to two shillings per day for each negro^ 
which is a laiige profit, as the daily subsistence of one costs somewhat 
leto.thaii a penny. 

The' sides of the ravine towards the top were t)at*e, and of different 
shades of colour, being tinged by the water which lows from the ve* 
getaUe matter above : in the bottom, on the surface that was yet uh- 
TTorked, lay some huge, half^^rouoded, amorphous masses. Ih the 
pilrts which had been worked, I observed two or three substianoes of 
the same kind, which being too large to be moved, the earth which 
inibedded them had been cut away, and they appeared like detached 
nodntesv ^ Ob breaking a irc^ment from one of them with my ham-^ 
aiw, il Was much MlipHsed to find it a calcareous substance, a solid 
jDttsS' composed of helagonal crystals, with asnuill portion of brilliant 
crystals of specular iron ore. I presented this fragment to the pro- 
pfietor, informing him that it was limestone, at which he was truly 
astonished, having never before heard of stone lime* ; nor would he 
belieW: me until I proved it by calcination. The mountains, as I 
afterwards found, are of the same substance.. . 

As I stood -observing the heavy operation of cutting and carrying 
away the surface to getat the cascalhao, it occurred to me that much 
time and labour might be saved by arching the work with brick ; 
but, on suggesting the idea, I was informed that the sole or bottom 
was quite deeoHiposed, and subject to nmch water. 

There is reason to suppose that the stratum of limestone, below the 
eanrth in the bottoni of the valley, is of very modem formatlob, and 
that, if not too thick to cut through, there might be found, between 
it and the granite stratum underneath, a bed of cascalhao of prior 
formation, m\ieh richer in gold than the upper stratum. 



* The litde fime wliich they use here ia made of shells, and is broiight from Porto dos 
Cashes. 
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After having investigated these works, we took an excursioii of 
seven or eight mile^, chiefly over a rich plain abounding with the 
finest timbi^r. Oh the margins of the rivulets which we crossed $ I 
observed that the niioss was incnisted, somewhat like the tuffa at 
Matlock ; and, on more particular examination^ I found a stratum 
of tuffa in all the valleys, a few inches below the surface, which, as I 
conjecture, must have proceeded from the deposition of calcareous 
matter by the overflowings of the streams after heavy rains,* The 
hills even at this distance were- composed of the same sparry lime- 
stone as at the gold^washing. It is^much to be ^wished that the' vtilite 
of this material were duly appreciated at the jcapilal, where the ^qost 
of the wood used in burning shells into lime exceeds the price at 
which lime brought from Sant^i Rita might- be delivered, ifprojper 
roads were made for its conveyance from this district to Porto dos 
Caxhes. Such an undertaking highly deserves the attentiort of Hi* 
Highnesses ministers ; the benefits likely to result from it are inf^al* 
culable, and the expence attending ^t would be trifling ; for in ik> 
part of the globe are roads made so cheaply, or public works of any* 
kind done on such moderate tertns, as in Brazil. 

This fine but almost uninhabited district produces spontaneously 
many valuable J articles of commercei which run to waste for want- of 
hands to cultivate and gather them. Here is found tha^ celebrated 
variety of the palm-trefe, ' the long, serrated, lancet^rformed leaves of 
which are composed of innumerable fibres, that rival silk bbth ivt 
fineness and strength. > I bought some fishing-lines made of thecat 
for a mere trifle ; and I have no doubt that, if proper means wei^ 
employed to propagate the growth of the trees, this valuable sub- 
stance might be produced in as great plenty, and at as cheap a rate, 
as flax is in England; I kid before His Highness's ministers a pro- 
ject for using it as a substitute for that article in* the manufacture of 
fine cordage, and I shewed by experiment that it wba fully adequate 
to the purpose. 



( 128 ) 



We remained two days at Santa Rita and its Ticinitj, and on the 
third, set out on our return, taking the same route bj which we came. 
In some parts we observed numerous flocks of birds, particularly 
parrots, and a few fine wild*hens of the wood, and tiiese were the 
only objects that engaged our attention. We reached Canta GaH6 
without having met with any mdnstrous serpents, or ahy other utl<- 
common sights which travellers usually see or fency in a strange 
country. 

After a fbw days' rest, I set out, accompanted by a guide, to the 
supposed silver-mine, notice having previously been sent to the men 
to prepare them for my coming. We travelled for about two miles 
through a deep valley, and arrived at a rapid stream called Madk^a, 
which runs betweeti two almost perpendicular mountains df Tery iivp 
considerable height, along one 6f which the road Itsids for aboiit a 
mile and a half. Having passed this gloomy and dadgerous ravine, 
we proceeded half a league iartfaer, ditxl halted at a ne&t farm-house 
called Machada^ With a portion of good and well-cultivated land 
around it, which looked like a garden' in the wilderness. '• The owner, 
a native of the Azores,' received (js very politely, and introduced tA 
to his lady, who, with her blooming family of daughters, was engaged 
in needle- work on materials of their own spinning. The' neatness of 
their dress, and the general air of propriety and comfort in the apart-* 
ment where they sat, strongly reminded me of my country ; and 
when they regaled us with liquor made from the iruits of their bwn 
farm, the image of our domestic scenes in rural life was complete: I 
could almost have fancied myself transported from the rugged wilds 
of Brazil to the smiling val^s of England. 

We left this peaceful abode ; and, advancing for six miles through 
thickets and forests, and ov^r some plain land, we reached a farm 
Called St. Antonio, belonging to a widow named Dona Ana, who ia 
Qoted throughout the country for making excellent butter and cheese. 
The dwelling is of two stories, and neat, but very inconvenient. The 
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good; lady gave ine a. hearty repast of milk, aod we entered into 
some GOttveisation respecting her dairy, in which I learned that she 
knew no other mode of making butter than that of agitating the 
cream in a jar or bottle ; and her notions of cheese^making were 
equally defective. In looking about the grounds for an hour, while 
dw mules rested, I noticed an excellent fence, formed by planting 
a. strong thorny shrub, that seemed of very rapid and lu;iLuriatit 
growth. The few cows that were grazing in the inclosures ap^ 
peared to be of a superior breed, but were not nianaged with either 
method or foresij^t. The principal produce of the farm i$ Indian 
corn, and a little cheese ; the latter is only made oc<^asional]y, when 
there happens lo. be a sufficient supply of liiilk for the purpose. 

We were here she\«(n vaiiouisi samples of earthy matter, wrapped 
very c^refuUy in paper, and preserved with great secrecy, under the 
names of platina, silver, &c. They proved to be merely sniiall crys*- 
taifi of brilliant iron ore, and pyrites. . 

. .Proceeding .a league over a 6ne country, we reached the Rio 
Qrande, .t stream as lajge as the Derwent at. Derby, which we 
crossed in a catioe, our mules swimming after us as usual. We 
pi^ed several groupes of Aborigines, and cxrcasionally saw many, of 
their, hiits and plac^ of abode. The road now led along the bases 
of some huge bold mountains of granite, from whose summits rushed 
fine eaacades of water. The low ground was interspersed with frag- 
ments of the same rock, lying in heaps in every direction. Id many 
places . the grass was so tali that it reached above the skirts of my 
saddle, and, the weather being wet, rendered me very uncomfort* 
able. After a laborious, and latterly a slow progress, we arrived by 
sun-set at the house of Father Thomas de Nossa Senhora da Con- 
cepf ao, wfaokindly accommodated us for the night. 

The house was new, and neatly built^ containing only four rooms, 
with boarded floors ; a convenience very rarely to be met with in 
these parts. It is absolutely encircled with fine streams, abounding 
with water-falls, which render the roads to it at all times indifferent, 
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and in wet weather sImoBt impasf able. The father^ an ifitelligent 
and industrious^ man^ informed me that he took up that land about 
four years since, that he had only one negro, and had aa fund* 
wherewith to cannon his undertaking, except seven or eight pounds 
per annum, which he gained by his profession as a cfeigymani ; this 
he expended in hiring those who chose to work. He shewed ^merbb 
garden, which was full of fine coiTee-treeSy.aad was kept in the^neat* 
est order; his fields were covered with Indian com j his livenstocli 
consisted of a good milch caw, ariumber ofpig^f and one mule. Oq 
asking him how he disposed of hi^ produce^ he told rae> that deali^ 
came and purchased it on the spot^ The whole ofthe seamaria, or 
plantation, with the stock upon it;) he valued at fbiir Hundred pounds 
sterling, and said that he had no douche ^jould obtain that price for 
it. lliese w^ere clear data for calculatii|g the piofits of fi^miDg^ when 
mj^naged with prudence and industry. Jierd is a bmb who^ having 
begun with little or nothing, finds- him&elfi at the end of four years^ 
worth four hqndred pounds ; a snug indepeiidencyiq these parts, 
and hot more thab his exertioiis and persevm^nce deserved. Father 
Thomas lived moce comfoftably than any person I had hitberto m^t 
with in the district : he was ecopamii^l, but not p$rsiaioBious ; hbeml 
in his sentiments, frank and communicative in -his conversatiout and 
polite in his manners. 
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Here I was mpt by the discoverers of the reputed silver^^ne^ who 
came to conduct me to it; -We set out on febt, and, after walking 
about six miles over mountains impassable for mules^ fording rivulets^ 
and passing thickets that left me scarcely a single article of dress un« 
torn, we arrived at the miserable hut of these poor n^n; a perfect 
contrast to the neat dwelling of. Father Thomas. NeV^ in-mg^ 
life was I so exhausted by fatigue ; I lay down, unable to gd any 
further, and rested for about an hour, when, being somewhat re* 
covered. I accompanied the men^ along; the; edge of a be^utifipil 
stream, to the foot of the mountain, where they shewed ine a hole 
which they had dug, about two feet deep, and informed me that the 
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sand it contained lat the bottobi abounded tvith gi*ains of silver* 
Having ordered a tiuantity to be taken out^ X proceeded to examine 
the base of the mountain^ which I found to be of granite-like gneiss, 
With garnets^ and small ory staU of pyrites. ' Near tius place the mar- 
gin of tlie rirulet contained rounded stones and sand, but no where 
was there to be found any metallic substance^ eitcept the one above* 
mentioned* Indeed,' tlie very idea of< silver Appearing here in dust 
.or grains, as gdd does, would be preposterous, j^nd contradictory to 
every principle of natiire, as, in such a state, it would probably have 
been attacked by the sulphur in the pyrites, so as to have assumed 
theform o£a solpiiuret 

I returned in a most wearied and. exhausted state to Father 
l^omas's, where, after some needful reposie, I proceeded to examine 
the sfl(ad and stones I had collected at the supposed silver-mine, but 
Do^ particle of metiJ wajito be Ibund. I then ordered ; the men to 
produce their samples, which 1 examined both by the blow-pipe and 
by acids, but no silver appeared. After equivocating very much, thej 
acknowledged that they had rubbed and beaten substances to powder, 
and when they found specular iron ore they thought it was silver. In 
one of the samples there certainly was silver, but it appeared to 
have been filed probably from an old buckle or spoon, or rubbed on 
a stone and mixed with a pulverized substance. The farce could no 
longer be carried on : I charged them, in a most determined manner, 
with imposture, whicb» after some hesitation, they confessed : an 
officer who was with me would have isecured them, but I restrained 
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him ; for, having obtained a confession, I was unwilling to bring them 
to punishment, or to render them more miserable than they already 
were by having thetti sent to the army. Perhaps that would have 
been doing them a greater iservice than setting them at liberty ; for 
Aey were too lazy to work, and ivould, no doubt, return to their old 
habits of prowling about, and subsisting on the credulity of the pub- 
lic by spreading fallacious reports about mines, precious stones, &c. 
Such impositions are not uncommon in South America: I have 
known instances in which coppe^filings, misled with eaith ajnd after- 
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wards washed, havte been produced as samplM, in order to enhance 
the value of land, or to serve some other sinister purpose. A paaaibn 
for mining is fatally prevalent among some of the lower orders of tHe 
people : by deluding them with prospects of becoming speedily rich, 
it creates in them a disgust for labour, and entails want atid wretched- 
ness upon them. Even among the few families of this district^ I 
observed some examples of its efiects ; those who devoked them- 
selves wholly to mining were in general badly clotfied and wone fed, 
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while those who attended to agriculture ahne were well provided 
with every necessary of life. 

Having concluded the affair, I took leave of Father Thomas; and 
returned to Canta Galld, where I prepared my papers for a report 
respecting it, as the Cond6 de linliares had desired me. Diiringthe 
remainder of my stay I collected specimens of the difiereni species 
of wood which the neighbourhood produces. The- folio wing is a Ibt 
of them ; 
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Fenaffco—ejccellent timber* 

Cedar — good and durable. 

Pereiba — hard and good. * 

Olio — very s6lid,'find of a pdcaliai^ firagrance. 

Cabiuna. 

Jaracanda — cabinet-wood variegated, black and ycHowi— 
This is called rose-wood in England : but the best sorts, 
as it appears to me, have nbt hidierto been imported. 

Jaracatang. ' ; .. 

Ubatang. ' ' 

Pa/m« — many varieties, among which 'is the iri^ before de- 
scribed. Its wood is unrivalled for strength and dasttcity. 

Gnrfuana — the bark of which, as I was informed, ' affords a 
yellow dye. - ,\' 

Embey — a creeping planr. l^he stetiis ate used ^ instettd of 
• cords, and often made into bridles. 

Many spiBcies of thorny trees.. 



. Mbst of the above-foamed species* of woods are of large growth, and 

wtell calcufetted for shi{>-bttilding. It ia remarkable' that this district 

TbVttdutccs noiie of the d ve-wood called Brazil wo6d* i : • 

r-' 'Here are innumerable fruit-trees and shrubs whicb I have omitted 

t6 particularize. Tobacco is cultivated in some parts,, and is aFwa^s 

. inanufactuTed into roll by Urniting the leaves .with each other, and 

^twisting -them with a winch. By this operation the juice is ex'pressed, 

and, after a short exposure to the atmosphere^ the colour of the to«^ 

i bacco changes from grc^en to black. 

Of wild animals, ounces are the most common ; they are met with 
<>f various ^colours, some black aiid browiy-red. Tapirs or aiitas. are 
not unfrequent, bot I saw only the footsteps of sQiue of diem. Wild 
bogs l^reed here in^ea^ numbers, -and also Ipng^bearded monkeys; 
the latter^ when asleep^ snore so loud as to astonish the travellerl 
The most formidable reptiles are the corral snake, the surrociico, 
the surrocuco-tinga, and the jararaca, all said to be mortally veno^ 
mous, none of which I ever saw on the journey, except a small bne 
of the former species. i. r - ♦ 

The prevailing method of clearing and cultivating the land here, 
is precisely similar to that practised in^ ' the aieighbourhood of 
St.Paiirs. 'Aftet the' timber and underwood have been, cjuitidowfi 
and burnt (often veryimpferfectly), the women negroes 'dibble the 
.seed ; in about six weeks a slight weeding is performed^* and thcB the 
ground is let alon6 till harvpst. The seed->time bfagiins. in; October 
and lasts to November ; the maize is ripe xva %aat on fi^e. :moatlt& 
The next year they (Commonly sow beans oh the corn land^' which 
they then let he, and proceed to dear new ground. It is not com- 
mon to molest the land from which they have had two crops in sue- 
• cession, before eight or ten years have elapsed. 
\ The sii'g^r-cane ktad mandioca require frofu fourteen to eighteen 
months. Coffee planted by shoots bears fruit in two years, and is 
*J*.^BS?^^9tio«4ii,%e, or sjx yeara. Cottons and palmaichristi, raised 
from seed, bear the .ftr8jt..year^ ... 

Transplanting isonly^ practiced with tobacco; engrafting is little 
known and rarely attempted. 
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Tlie Indian corn is ground by a horizontal water-whoe!, wfaich 
acquires great velocity from the rush of water upon it. On the 
upper end is fixed the diiU*stone, which makes from fifty to sixty 
revdhitions in a minute. They have likewise a mode of pounding 
the com into flour, by a machine called a sloth. Near a current oif 
water a large wooden mortar is placed, the pestle of which is mor- 
tised into the end of a lever twenty-five or thirty feet long, resting 
upon a fulcrum at five^^eights of its length. The extremity of the 
shorter arm of this beam is scooped out, so as to receive a sufificient 
weight. of water to raise the other end, to which appends the pestle, 
and tOf dischai^ itself when it has sunk to a given point Tlie 
alternate emptjring and filling of this cavity cause the elevation and 
faM of the pestle, which tbkfe place about four times per minute. 
This contrivance surpasses all others in simplicity, and in a place 
wbere the waste <jf water is of no consequence it completely answers 
its: purpose. 

Having finished my afiairs at Canta Gallo, I set; out on my return 
to the capital, accompanied for about a league of the road by th^ 
.worfby governor, the captain^ the treasurer, and almost all the in* 
inbitants;. During a residence of about fifteen days among these 
excellent mai, my table had been sumptuously supplied without 
cost, ^ and I had been treated with a degree of respect far exceeding^ 
my expectations or merits. I took leave of them with regret, wishing 
mdst sincerely that it might be in my power to be of service to them 
4U}^ottrt, by making lepresentatioiks in their favour, 
^•^>£ arrived at Moro Quemado at night, after a jpumey of thirty* 
-four miles *, and on the next day, in good time, r^ched the house 



^ In one part of the raa4 'we jpasaed a optt of insects (called mirabande) which aie ex- 
trehnely troublesome to cattle, and cause the mules to be yctj riolent and unruly. They 
attack, wi^ great pertinacity, and pursue toa considerafble distance; we took a devious route 
to get rid of them, but I was followed by some which stung me as painfully as an irritated 
wasp could have done. There is a singular variety of them having a horny pointed pro- 
boscis, wkh ^whk^h tb^ piette most keenly and pve sntolexa^ 
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of my worthy- friend Captain Ferrera* Being .Dow less ][>ressed fan 
time, I took a more leisurely survey of bis establishoienti particularlj 
of his sugar-work and distillery, both which are very iU conducted* 
When I saw the furnaces for heating the coppers ia the latter^ I 
freely toM the Captain, that they could not have ifoeen coostruoted 
on a worse plan, but I received fer answer, that no better wa;) 
known. It would indeed be extremely difficult to kitix>duce imprctve^ 
tnents into this or auy other parts of the distiUery^ for evei^ thing is 
left to the management of the negroes. When 1 asked, any. quAstiou 
cbncerning the process, the owner professed hi^ ignorance of' it» and 
sent for one of the African foremen to answer me. With, this man 
I reasoned respecting the excessive quantity of iiiel consume^ to. nil 
purpose, and proposed a method for saving it, as wiell as: for. corf 
rectiog the disagreeable taste of the rum, caused by the>empyr6nma, 
which was, to re-distil it with an equal quantity of water^ taking 
care previously to clean out the still; but he only laughed, at me, 
and signiified that his certainly must be the best method, for he had 
learned it of an old sugar-maker. Thus it is, that fiom the in^ 
difference of the ownens to their own interest^ tfaiagg are suffered to 
go on in the same routine, being left to the direction of men who 
shrink from a temporary increase of labour, even when it promises 
them a lasting advantage. This aversion to improvement Ihaut 
often observed among the inhabitants of Braail ; when, tof instance^ 
I have questioned a briok-m^ker, a sugar-maker, a soap^JboHery ) ol: 
even a miner, his reasons for conducting his concerns in such an 
imperfect manner, I have been almost invariably .referred to. a negro 
for answers to my interrogatories. . : . i 

Some parts of this-estate are said to contain gold, and at die tame 
of my visit. Captain Ferrera was negotiating for permission from 
Government to work t^em. I. presented to him a drawing of a plan 
for washing the eascalbao in a manner superior ta that commonly 
practised, and explained to him the use of grinding or stamping 
those concrete masses frequently found in it, which generally con- 
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tain particles of gold, but being too hard to be crushed by the band, 

are thrown aside among the debris. 

In this fazenda, as in most others, the conveniences for storing 

the produce are so very poor and ino perfect that the weevil soon 

gets into the corn, and the cotton, coffee,. and other produce are 

Kable to be deteriorated in a thousand ways. The stabling tools 

bad, and the cattle are deplorably neglected ; indeed the. only part 

ai the live stock that seems to be tolerably well attended .to^ is the 

swine. In the dwelting-house. I observed a total inattention to do* 

mestic comfort ; its general appearance confirmed a remark which 

I had often .heard made, that the owners of estates here dislike to 

live upon them, and considering their residence as only temporary, 

make shift with/ poor accommodations. 

. The tract of land . belonging to the farm is full two miles squarei 

and though still susceptible of great improvement, has not beiea 

wholly neglected ; the parts already cleared have produced many 

valuable crops, and the rest will no doubt in a few years be brought 

to an equally promising state of. cultivation. 

( Having staid two days with Captain Ferrera, I set out on the 

morning of the third for Porto dos Cashes, where I arrived at two 

o'clock, after a journey of thirty miles, and was delayed some 

time, as the river was crowded with vessels, laden with ship-^timber, 

for the capital. As soon as the navigation became sufficiently opea» 

I ^^ embarked in a large boat, of about ten tons burthen, and rowing 

all night to the mouth of the river, sailed with a land wind, and 

arrived at Rio de Janeiro about noon. My first care was to inform 

His Excellency the Minister of my return, after which I emplpyed 

two days in drawing up my journal for his inspection. He received 

it in the handsomest manner, and laid it before His Royal Highness, 

who was pleased to signify, that my description of the country, 

through which I had travelled, merited his approbation. 
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CHAP. X. 
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Vefm\uim% ijhiointd to mnt t^e Diammd Minei^ ^-^ Account of a 
pretended Diamond pxunted to the Prmde Regent. *— > Journey to 
Villa Rica. 



\ Fr£R/I had thoroughly recoveDed from the fatigues of my late 
^^^ journey, I solicited His Royal Highness. for. permfssk^ to go 
and exploits the diamond mines of Serra do Frio. . This favour had 
never as yet be^n granted to a foreigner, nor bad any Portuguese 
b^n permitted to visit i the district where the works are situated, 
except on biisinies^ relative ^ them, and even tben^ under restrict 
tiotis which ^midered id impossible to accj^ir^ the means of giving an 
adeqiiate deseqptioh of • them to ^ the public. Through the kind 
mediation of the <Gbnd6de Linhares,!^ permission was granted^ 
and ray ' passports dnd letters ' 6f reoommendaltion were speedily 
tnarde out. ^ lioi d Strangford utml his influence > to' fbrther my under- 
taking, aikl it was tbrottgh his goodness in recmnmending pie that I 
dhtailied acbnisisioD to > the archives; for the purpose of examining 
lUlitteimailuscript inaps^ and o# copying fVom any of them what* 
aver migHt^be-neoessiiry to guide me in my route. It may here be 
{trbpfiTiito; tibsepve,^ that the most eligible mode of travelling in the 
kiterior 6f BraziU espeeially on such an excursk>n as I had under- 
laken, is to procure orders from the government, and an escort of 
soldiers, who have ia.Hght, under such orders; to require proper 
relays of mules from i alL pereons who rettde on or near the road. 
The 'Cand6 de Linhares intimated tome, that I might select any 
two soldiers I thought proper, .and while I was deliberating on 
the choice, wa Angular occurrence took place, which Was the means 
of Aumisbiag fme with two: men of the corps of miheiB, who' were 

T 
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appointed to attend ine, under an iiQunction on the part of His 
Excellency that their future promotion would depend entirely on the 
report which I should give of their conduct after my return^ I am 
happy to say that their services merited every commendation. 

The occurrence to which I allude was this: — A free negro of Villa 
do Principe, about nine hundred miles distant,, had tbe>MSuninc6 
to write a letter to the Prinbe Regenty announcing that he possessed 
an amazingly large diamond which he had received from a deceased 
friend some years ago, and which he begged he might have the 
honour to present, to His Royal Highness in person* As the mag- 
nitude which this poor fellow ascribed to hia diamond was andi as to 
raise imagination to. its highest pitch, an order was immediately 
dispatched to the commander of Villa do Principe, to send hini 
fbrtbwith to Rii6. de Janeiro, he wias-accomnMdated with a convey* 
ance and escorted by two soldiers*. As he pAssed along the road, all 
who had heard the report hailed him as already honoured with a 
fcross of the wderiof St. Bento, and m sure, of being rewarded with 
the pay of a; general of brigade. The. soldiers alst> anticipated great 
promotion ; and all persons envied the fortunate negro. At length, 
lUtera joumciy.iwhich^occupied. About twenty-eight days, he aimed 
at the capita^ and. was straightway conveyed to the palace« .His 
happiness tvas nowaJKmt to be consummated, in a few.momenln tfce 
hopes wbich he/had for. so many^ yeats indulged would; be realised* 
and, .he should be exalted from^m^w and obscure- condition to a 
state of affluence, and distinction ; suoh no doiibt were the thoughts 
which agitated him during the momenta of susipence* At length he 
was admitted into the presence; he threw himself at the Princess 
feet, :and .dc^veced his wonderful gem; His Highness was astonished 
at its magnitude .; a p^«e ensued ; the attendants waited to hear 
the. Prince's opinion^ and what he .said they seconded. A round 
diamond nearly a pdund in weight filled them all with wonder; 
some ready calculators reckoned the millions it was worth ; others 
found it difficult to numerate the sum at which it woukl be valued, 
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but libe geDeTal<)a|[Miiraa>of His* Highnesses! servants Was, that the 
tf^asuryiwas lnbatiy>ini)ii(Nift bf cfowns the richer. The noise which 
this. occurrence created ambBg the higher drcles may be easily con^ 
teiFcd ; the general topi^ of reinark and wonder was the negro's 
offering. , It wa^ shewn to th^ ministers, among whom an apprehen** 
simi^ and even a doubt, was eiin^ssed tiiat a substance so large and 
found might hot prove a real diamond ; they, however, sent it to the 
treasury under a guard, and it was lodged in the deposit of the 
jewel-rooni. . ! . :! :' . • / < 

On thenext ddy, t^e>Cond6 de' Linhares sent for me, arid^ related 
all ithe' oircunistances iwUich haii come to hais knowledge respecting 
this falmous jew€l,' addiag,'ifli alow tone of voice, tliat he had bis 
doubts (about its proviuga genuine diamond.? His Excellency directed 
meto attend' at hiS'OfBceina few houns, when letters from lumself and 
liie other ininist^rs^td the Treasury should: bie given ihe *y for permis-i 
sion to see this invdlpable-gem^ in order to determine .what it really 
was« Readily accepting a charge of so interesting a nature, I pre- 
pared myself, and attended at the hour appointed, when I received 
the letters, wfaicl^ i presented at the Treasury to ah: officer in waiting. 
I was led thmugh several apartnlents, in whicft' mudi business 
seemed to be transacting, to the grand chamber, where presided the 
treasurer^i attended by his secretaries; Having my letters in his hand, 
he entered into some conversation with me vdative to the subject; 
I was then shewh through other grand apartments hung -with scarlet 
and gold, and ornamented with figures as Ikrge as life, representing 
justice holding the balance. In the inner room, to which we were 
conducted, there were several strong chests with three locks each, 
the keys of which were kept by three different officers, who were all 
required to be present at the opening. One of these chests being 



^ No person can be pennitted to see the diamonds in the Tieasury without a joint order 
from the ministers to that efiect* 
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onlocked, an el^;ant little cabinet was taken bat, fiom wfakb the 
treasurer took the gem, and in'gfeat ioaa presented it to mei Jtts 
value sank at tbe first sigiit, for beihre I touched it I was oonvindBd 
that it was a roundbd piece of crystal. It was about an indiahd 
a half in diameter! On examining it, I told the ^vemor it was. not 
a diamond, and to 'convince him I took a diamond of fiiveor sik 
carats and witb it cut! ^ very deep nick in the ston^ mTMs was 'proof 
positive ; a certificate was accordingly made out, stating, that i it was 
an inferior substance of little or no value, which I signed. . 

Other boxes wece nowunloblcfid^ 'from oAe of .which., they siiewed 
me two large slabs of diamond^ eadi k fulllinch on Ute'Supetfiaies 
andlabbut'the ieightb'Of ian inch in:thiokine98^:df a/very bad browii 
cdonr: Wben fbund^ they formed one entire piece, iviiidb,' biting 
amorphous, .w& ^ot known to be a diamond, until the admtnia* 
trator or.chi^f of the working, pajty, after keeping it by him many 
days,' Ivad recourse to the old experiment :df tplacing it on a hard 
stone and striking it with a Hammer. The result of this experiment 
is, that if the substance ; resist the blow,' or separate in laimnfld, at 
must be a diamond ; the flatter .was the casein the pretent instaboe, 
and the man having thus Jnade two diamonds from one^ ti^nsmitted 
theni <ia the intendant^ ' 

, The river Abait^ ironi whence tiiese pieces came, has produced 
one of ^n . octaedral> form^ which wfei^s seve&^eights of an ounce 
Troy, and is perhaps' the lai^it dianrand in the woridi It was fiftuhd 
about twdve years ago by three men who were under seilteoce of 
banishment for high crimes ; but on presenting this valuable gem to 
the then Viceroy, they were pardoned and rewarded. It is ndw m 
the private possesion of the Prince Regent. . . 

I was afterwards favoured with a sight of the remaining diamonds 

^n the Treasury; they appeared to be in quantity about four 9 

five thousand carats. The largest did not generally exceed eight 

carats, except one of a fine octaedral form, full seventeen. Amobg 
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ijbe ifew coIoQfed diamoiiday oi^ of the smallest was a beautifiil pink, 
ooea fine hlue^ and several of agreoi tinge; the. yellow were the 
most common and ieadt esteemed. i 

Having now finished my business, I took my leave of the treasurer^ 
with thanks for bis pdite attention, and on my return, home wrote 
It letter to die Cohd6 de Linhares, stating the result of my visit. It 
was no agiieeable task for a stranger to have to announce that a 
substance which had been considered as an ineistimable addition fo 
the treasures of the state, wais in reality, though singular in its ap^ 
pearance, of very trifliog value, and this too in a letter which was 
to be. laid before the Prince* His Highness,. however, was prepared 
fox the intelligence, and was too noble-minded to manifest jany 
cl^rin at the disappointment. The. poor negro who had presented 
. it was of course deeply afl3icted by this unwelcome qcws ; instead, of 
being accompanied home by an escort, he had to find his way thither 
as h^ PQuld, and would, no doubt; have to encounter the ridicule 
and contempt of those who had of late congratulated him oh hi^ 
good fortune: j f 

When I had nearly completed my preparation^ - for the journey, 
Mr. Goodall, a most, respectable mdrchant, expressed: a desire to 
accompany me to Villa Rica, which I readily acceded to, as he 
was a most agreeable companion. Lord Strangford having pro- 
cured him passports frotn the ministers, he was enabled to join me 
without delay. On the 17th of August I8O99 we set out on a 
journey which no Englishman had ever before undertaken, nor had 
any ever yet been permitted to pass the barrier of alpine mountains 
that stretch along the coast. 

Having embarked in a large market-boat with our retinue, which 
consisted of the two soldiers befpre-mentioned, and my servant, a 
most trusty negro-boy, we made sail at mid-day with a sea^bieeae^ 
and run down the bay about six leagues, where we passed the island 
of Qovernador and various others, one of which was the beautiful 
Cocoarnut island. Proceeding along the strait, formed by it and 
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another of aiihilar extent, we crossed a fine open bay, and arrived 
at the mouth of the Moremini, a picturesqae river which preiaits 
in its serpentine course a great variety of beautiful scenery. It was 
now sun-set; the weather was mild and seiiene, and we paused 
awhile to enjoy one of the finest rurai prospects whicb we bad ever 
seen in Brazil — a fine romantic foro^ground, enriched by the vivid 
foliage of the woods on the banks of the stream, and coatrastod by 
the bold outline of the mountains in the distance, among which we 
noticed that singular chain of perpendicular rocks, called the Oi^n- 
pipe mountains, from their resemblance in form and position to the 
front of the instrument alluded to* • HaTing advanced two leagues 
up the river we arrived at a village on its mar^n, called Porto da £s« 
trella, a place of great stir and bustle, on accQunt of the hourly 
arrival of numerous droves of mules laden with* produce from the 
interior. Here are some poor dwellings, and a number of large 
storehouses for the reception of the produce* The muleteers, being 
provided with bedding and cooking utensils, never leave thdr cattle, 
so that good inns are to them unnecessary. We were shewn into 
the best in the place, which was as dirty and inconvenient as can 
possibly be imagined. I i^all forbeltr to detail the discomforts of 
the night, and merely observe thiat they were such as to make us 
early stirrers in the morning. Our soldiers procured us mules, but 
owing to the great bustle of loading and unloading, .we were not in 
travelling order until ten O'clock. We now proceeded about three 
leagues along the low land, having the range of mountains on our 
left, and passing the village of Piadade entered on a beautiful plain 
at their base. We stopped at a house at which the Prince Regent 
had passed three nights for the benefit of the air; but not being 
able to ' procure refreshment there, we passed on and began our 
ascent along an excellent paved road, extending five miles on a 
very steep elevation along the sides and over the ridges of the 
mountains. Having rested awhile at the half-way house, which we 
had been near an hour in gaining, we toiled on, relieving ourselves 
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at timea by tuniiDg to take a view of Rio de JaiieirOy and the bby, 
which from this lofty eminence appeared to greiat advantage. With 
some difficulty we reached the summit, which, as I supposed, is 
four thousand feet above the level of the sea ; the atmosphere was 
at Jeast ten degrees colder than on the plain. 

Our nejit halting place was a small village called Corgo Seco^ 
situated in a most rugged and uneven district, with not half an 
acre of level ground in any pait' of its vicinity • Having taken some 
refreshment here, we proceeded to Belmonte, a* beautiful spot^ 
situated by the edge of a rapid stream, which washes the base of 
an immense mountain of granite on the left. We journeyed along 
this stream until we reached a station called Padre Correo, from the 
name of its owner. It consists of a house and chapel, with a hand- 
some area in front. The father maintains a lal^ge establishmeot c£ 
negroes, many of whom are employed in beating out mules' shoes 
from the cool . Swedish iron, after they have been forged intd form« 
For these articles there is a considerable demand, as the un wrought 
material pays no duty on this side the river Paraiba, while on the 
other it is taxed full 100 percent, : which is also the case with salt. 
Tbegreatconsumptton of I these necessary articles has probably in- 
duced Government to lay these heavy duties upon them, but certainly 
every principle of good policy furnishes an argument against the 
measure. Padre Correo received us very hospitably, afforded us 
an asylum for the nighty and assisted us in regulating our baggage 
by supplying a pair of cane panniers for one of the mules, which 
proved very serviceable. . Before sun-rise we were awakened by the 
clatter of hammers in the forges ; the weather was dewy, and so 
cold that my thermom^er was down at 46^. We passed some time 
in viewing the garden, which was in tolerable order, and contained 
some fine peach trees in blossom. Our host informed us, that he 
had a good plantation a few miles distant, but his chief concern 
was the selling of com and shoes for the use of the mules. 
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LeaTing this ststion we skirited -the Piabonha, a river abmrndhlg 
iti falls»*>Rrhich'flow§intO'th^ Paraiba. Among the hfflft aod dales 
which we traversed, we attiniesxibsenred ftrra-^honse^and plautaitiona; 
btit the ttmd, ftrtiier on, wbs qfaite eotiihi^d by ^ contimial wood-see* 
nery« After pTt)ceeding about twentj itriles we readied ZaboHa, a 
toierfible eBtablibhraent, consisting of a' house of two! stories^ a nrntedl 
tihap^l, aivd a Bugar-engine, in an' mrftnished state, situated in die 
bottom of a valley. The owner, Ckptain Jos6 Antonio BaiixMa, 
was a Pottugnete ofthe^old scfacxif ; ^he seemed mudi vexed Aat His 
IU>3^ Higbueto had permitted strangers to tmvel the coufatry, antl 
treated uswit^ a eon^reined civility which shewed that he thought 
we were oome about no^good; ^ His com^enatioir ran continuaily 
agateistiUie operatiobs of Govef^nmeirt; iti laying taxes upon runraiid 
oihe»'conmiodities ; and^thohgh^he* tasted the sweets of office, betng 
part-renter of the lu&rative fbrry -of Paniib% which post he obtained 
titrougb' the inteisest of a very worthy gendeman in ilio de Janebo,- 
yethe had'a]l ike aeei^ty of a disappointed place-hnntn*. His 
self-interested ' and *nariow*4»)iided' viciws were but tooplasnly di-' 
feeCed4o oAe*' object, monc^ly/; .the^mere- tnentkkn of the Prinoe 
Regosfs liberality in' pennittifig stmngers to neside- in BiaaH ap- 
peaired to' torture hin, and' in: short, so much: of the snarler did he 
display wfasle- diseossiog* this topic, that no'chatractto- could here 
more forcibly, reminded us of the dog in the siAagerl It is, how^ 
ever, bat fair to add^ >that while indalging in sevens ceiectidna. oa 
strangers, he did not forget the duties^ of hospitality : before we weaff 
to rest, he inivited ns to partake dP a family .sdrpper, cansisliiig oSn 
boiled duck smothered in rice, and a stewed pullet, to which sat 
down eight people, including ourselves. Having thanked our host 
for his kindness, ^e retired to the apartments allotted to tis^ My bed 
was so uneasy that I was obliged to sit up during most of the 
night, having no alternative, for as the. clay .floor, waa neither 
boarded nor paved, J could not venture. ^ to tfasow the bed^doyws 



( 145 > 



upon it» and sleep there* Never did mortal hail day-break with 
greater satisfhction ; but my agreeaUe feetings were soon damped by 
pne of those little vexatious accidents which in some states of mind 
are more hard to bear than real misfortunes* I had placed my 
thermometer in 9, wind^door or air-hole (for the aperture was not 
^azed) ; a stupid. fellow, in fiutening the bridle of a mule to one of 
the bars, threw down the instrument and broke it. Xdidcily I had 
another, therefore the loss was not so grievous. 
.' Our soldiers having, with their wonted alacrity, pravided mules, we 
yet out at an early hour, and enteied upon a much ntiore level road 
than that of the preceding day. We passed along: several valleys^ 
jthe sur&ce of which presented clay and decomposed granite, in 
some places. moie ferruginous than in others^ Thieie are ;numeroi» 
•beds all the way for the r^redimeot. of travellers and Aeir. cattle. 
.This, day V journey being only sixteen miles, we soon completed it^ 
arriving about noon at the ferry ofiParaibunii. : lliia river, thou^ as 
wide as the Thames at Westminster^ is unnavigable,. by reason of 
the large rocks which impede itSiCourse. .The ferry-boat arriving, 
,we got into it with all our.mule^, and wer^ conveyed with oars and 
setting poles, to the othfsr sidb, where we found a register for the 
examination of passengers, their piassports, and property. The 
place is guarded by a few old soldiers, under the command of a 
lieutenant, who, though in ill health, shewed us every, attention. 
Our soldiers got us a dinner cooked at a vend *^, kept by a young 
man originally from Oporto ; we took tea and supped with the 
commandant, who assigned to us an apartment in the Register. He 



, * This name is given to what we shonld a41 a httokstcf^s shop, where Tariooa smides, 
9uch as liquorsy Indian coni| and sometimes ^siipar, are sold. Though the^ profess to 
answer the purpose of innsj they are destitute 6t conveniences i travellers who carry dieir 
beds and cooking utensils with diemi generally ^^refer lodging in a tandio or astallagCi 
Shelter kom pin and night air is the only oonveiuetKe which a Idd^g in "^ these districts 
cao be expectttd to aArrdt 
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WM' very ctvil^ and seeowd ii^^j. pleased to aee us, freqeentlj* e|t^ 
daimingy ^ Os In^baen scm graade gente/' (the English atv a gre«| 
nation). ^ We woe gratified by this and other national complitnento 
which he> paid us, and not lesa so by the respect wfaieh every ooa 
who came to visit us testified for ouv couotry^ . as < being in aHianca 
with a Priniee*to. whom they were enthusiastioally devoted. : 

The Renter is .ai substantial edifice of wood, bnih on posts topra^ 
serve it from the overflows o£ ike riveit, which frequently inundate the 
sandy flat oa wUsb it stands. It contains a few rooms, whicb serve 
as bavracks for the guaids, i^nd basi <a handsome tgallery fronting the 
fetry^ The: statipn^is low^ and in summer* is said<tO' be very hot and 
nnhealthyj a. oipoumstance- which^ joined* . to the indolenoe and 
poverty of the : inhabitants^ may aufiicittntly account for tbergenertd 
appearance' of debility observable among them. The litde (employ^ 
inebtithciy .laive>afises chieAy ficom^tfae passj^ngers who firequentrthii 
gEeat, * thoroughfoiie, and ^m ^the ^ miny^ious 4robp8 of muies whiohiavt 
oonivnually 'arriving! Oft their ^ay fo^ as^weU a» fipom, the intecioR 
The bargee of the ferry are as fine vessels' as iany S ever saw used for tba 
puipose-^ and indeed) tbey^oo^t to tbe^ for >a considerable toll is/paid^ 
not only {for every mule^ orotherbeast of bunden^ but for ei^ery pemon 
Grossing thevpiv^r.- The Anon^ amount cc^lected yields^ no doubts 
a handsome* profit' to the renters ;^ but it tnightt be considembly augh 
roented if a regular road were opened to Ganta Gallo,. which is only 
eighteen leaguies distant. i . 

Beiligr iofof ined that out next day's journey would bean arduous 
one, OU' account of the hilly district through w4itch we should tetve 
to pass, we retired to rest betimes, and were stirring at an early 
hour. We mounted fresh mules, and proceeded along a good road 
through a rugged and thinly peopled district; in the course of five 
leagues, we passed over seven very high granite mountains, and eight 
smaller ones, apd ^t length reached tiie feri;y of the Paraiba, a rivej 
considerably largeccthan the Faraibuna. At the Hegister. belonging 
to it, which is more extensive and better guarded than the former^ 
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alL'go4»db'aie Mcbxitincdand nmglied, pajring dotj aceordingCo their 
weight, ' i«4iatevier be ^^leir kindi quality^ or valae. This regulatioil 
htamrery unequally upaii different articles ; salt^ibr iflntance, pays 
ikeaFly cent» per cent, ^ilroa and lead about the eame ; while woollims^ 
tM)tton8, and other light gbodi do net, ton^aa average^ exceed e%ht 
t)f ten'ptrcoiit. 

i\ :The o€>mBoiandan<} of the Be^sterroffisred us. every assistance^ and 
<was kind enoughi to provide us a fresh mule .for our baggage. The 
abort time tire staid -hek^ did not :aUow much Irisnre lor observalion ; 
and, indeed, there was littte^ novelty to observe. The> dtnatioa 
i^f tbe Reg^er is pleasant t Uie country around ia wdl wooded 
|ind fertile^ though mountainous. * The dver is akiMis(idestitisfee«jof 
fish. 

- We-ptocesdedabimta league and a half ftirtherv > throvq^ thick 
woods, aadiatviveid at a.|dace.named Rosina.de Negra, wbere we 
lodted -toff tfie tiight Our i next day's joomey presented ihit same 
^rtirietMB of laH and rairine as/ those we had already passed. In one 
fMn3tx>f therMid we observed a kind of barracks^ consisting of an 
ostallage and jsome vatichos or huts, where an officer and about 
twenty horse-soldiers are stationed; they patrole the road^ and are 
kuthorised' >tb s(x^ Iravellero, and make the strictest search of those 
whom tibH&y suspect of having gold«duSt or diamonds concealed, 
ftrooeeding two : leagues, we arrived at the Register 6f Matthias 
Rarbdsa^ situated in t^e luidst- of an sdmost imperviouH' wood*. It 
wsas built about AiflLty^or seventy years ago, by the gentleman whcMtt 
hame it bears, and * who was ati ancestor of the noble &mily of 
SuMisa. 

This register is i a large oblong bmlding, irith two: great doors at 
each end, through whicball traveilere, with their mules, are requited 
to: pass« On eriteriug, €tkey stop, and deliver their passpoits to a 
soldier for eKaraination by the commander, who, if he judges tl^it^a 
correct account is given of the property^ sutiS^ th^m to pKMfeiM^ 
but if any grounds of suspicion occur, the mules are unloaded, and 
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all the cbnteDts of their cargoes are exomtned iHtib the strictest scro-^ 
tiny. In these examinations it not uhfreqtientlj happens that a 
negro has been sdspected of BwaUowing a diamondj; in itfaich case^ he 
is shut up in 'a bare room until such time as the truth can be proved^ 
The command of this station is entrusted to a- major. The inner 
part of the building consists of apartments for the officers^ ranches for 
the soldiei^, cells fw the confinement of suspected persons^ • and 
skibling for the mutes. In the yard there are numerous posts^, to 
which the cattle are tied while loadmg or unloading. There id a^ 
a vend for the accommodation of travellers. 

"■ * Leaving this place^ we proceeded through an extensive tract of 
wood, in which we ciccasionally observed a few deer, but no iMirds^ 
exeept now and then a green parrot or a wood^pecker. The roi^l, ai 
ihr as the eye could reach, was bounded on each hand by close- obn- 
tiauous thickets, and^rarely enlivened by traces of habitation. Tho96 
persons who Kve by the way-side are ^commonly of the lowest ordet 
of pe6ple, who settle there with the view of selling k^efreshments to 
travellers^ and coip for the mules ; they are in genend an idle, gos* 
sipping race: the more respectable classes rende at a distance fiom 
the if^ublic road. • ' . v ;; 

\ We arrived about four in the -evening at a fkrm-hoose called 
Madeirasi belonging to Captain Jos6 Pinto de Sooea. The situatioii 
is cdd and salubrious, the vicinity weH^watered,' and ^abounding in 
jSne tracts of araMe and pasture land, but deplorably neglected. The 
owner seemed' to prefer ^ase, with inconvenience, to labour, with cobei* 
fort; and, satisfied with the spontaneous bourity of nature^ cared 
little about improving it by industry. The bouse itself was miseraibl)^ 
oift' of repaip : its walls, which consisted of lattice-work plasteitod 
with clay, were full of holes and crevices^.and its roof was iufa ve«y 
eragy «nd shattered condition. We fared but poorly ^ and passed a 
very indifferent night ;' often r^kcting on the apathy aqd listless im 
doknce oCthe ptopi^{ who, thouigbtite, in acokl climate would Urf^ 
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ID a dwelljiig fill! of <9W^k« and aip?holes^ wbc* a^^ dadifll xif mud 
might render it comparatively comfortable !..;. . s / . i . . .} 

From tliis place, n^hich is an jbiiiidred jiiilositom Eoftoda Eftre^ 
we coDtiBued ovriroute oext.daj oyer a cbatn of mouotaiq^i^ ao>Qi^ 
which we encounteared other &]lft of the Paraiiba iieaMrr ite wuFd^t 
aiKl» travensifig a tract of close wood^landyanivedata-statiQa-caUed 
the Fazenda do Juez de Fuera. Hiece we pipeufedt fr^sb rnvdM^ and 
.jx'oceeded for a. considerable: distanceon tbo asceot, .when we mieli \tttb 
two planters from Minas Novas, who vere,goiiig.(aJKiodeJaneirQwi!l^ 
fortjrsix mules loaded with cotton, packed in T9mMd9Si each bea^ 
carrying two packages • They had beep nearly three months . on . the 
joad.. We availed ourselves of their kind ofiers to carry iot^lligence 
to our friends in the capital,/ and gave them letters for .that purpose. 
«. The. remainder of our day V journey, afibrded few. incidents worth 
notice. We observed several pines > of a singtdar jgpeciesi which 
yielded abundance of resin. In one part of the road I shot a. moat 
beautiful bird, the name of which I could not learn, but was lafMihed 
that it flew about much in the night« In another part^ we noticed a 
beast of prey, which was crossings the road before us, and fled at our 
approach. . I killed a small water-snake, with two fins hear its veat^ 

We arrived towards evening at the Fasenda of Antonio Fevven^ 
jformerly a good house, but aow almost in ruins. 1^ ownierwas not 
at home ; but »his old negrofservants provided as handsomely for. us 
as we could have expected them to do* if he had been poesent^ We 
made a toleraUe. supper of stewed f6wls,.with the addition of a fine 
wild turkey, which I had killed in the vicinity. I may hefe ob^Viji 
that a traveller in this country should neglect no opportunity: of pro- 
viding for himself witkhia gun^ as he is neven certaift of palatable iiMDe 
at the places where he alights. « . .... 

. The surface of the oountry is in general good strong clay ;, all. the 
rocks are )of primitive granite, in the composition of which hombl^inde 
predominates. We this day passed the site of the^rstgQld-rWfpl)? 
ing, which is very small, and has been many years abandoned. The 
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iiiriiieitft haveia gnat dheal of okide of iron in anaU -graiiiB mixed widi 
the sand in their eddies. ! In mne plaees tiie gnnrite is in a decom^ 
pbBtng itate^ and tiiere are lai|^ aodales of what the Germans call 
grttosteia^ ifiich appear not unlifcie faaralL The air in these elevated 
4iistricts is'fterii and cool, except -ftom two to font o'clodc iu die 
aikemoon^ whea I found «t rather hot In the evening, while ataasiBg 
ourselves witii shooting, we observed .a man in aiiiar^s kafait, with a 
Imx hearing a picture of tiie Virgin, lastaaed to his wabt by a bdt 
His lace was overgrown with hair, and his whole appearance ekceed* 
ioj^y wild and uncouth. On inqmrj, we were intf3nsed that thift 
«itraordiiiaiy > Ggare was a* hermit ; and that he had embraced this 
aasteie way of life by way of doing penance im some great crime. 
.''Having 'pursued our diversionirfiile day*light lasted, we returned 
ioitlie house, where, ftir^the firat time since our departure loom Rio, 
dira 'partook of a cowftiriable ineal, and regaled oursrives with a bottle 
Df«KoeUent maddra, whicfa my worthy omnpanion by good fortune 
had brought with hhn. : 

«: :We set out next day by sin-iise, and proceeded some miles akmg 

atolerable road. TlieTaliiesas we advanced were wider, aiid tnore 

\ tfasj of cultivation, fout^the iboBntirins were eacessively steep. On 

imen ground 'odr general pace wad three or four miles an hour, but 

tm the aochvities we. proceeded slowly, and were obliged to observe 

I errery step of our mules, and to balance ourselves accoidingly. This 

I action of the body produces no perceptible consequences ftir die first 

lew days, foiit afterwards it begins to torture the loins with a spedes 
«f (lumfbago. i 

After a journey of twenty *eight miles, whidi occupied nme hours, 
wie found ourselves at s» in the evening at a small farm4iouse calfed 
Fazenda de Dona Clara and Dona Maria. These two good ladies 
honoured lis with a more polite reception than we had hitherto ex- 
perieiieed on the journey. It being the fbstival of St. Barthokmiew, 
a* great holiday among the' Braralians, they had prepared a more 
iumptuouB dwmer than ^usual, of which they kindly invited us to pan- 
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take; Wc were the more . sensible 'of thb act of hospitality^ bepau^^ 
it evideiitljK proceeded, from sincere good- will ; andtJiHe the widow!*! 
mite, derived additional merit fi*om the smaUne9s> of tbesAofe which 
supplied the means of performing it. Their eatablishniient seeme4 
barely pnovided with: neeessaa'ies.; and the house, iir which they lived 
was ill buih and scantily funrished; We. could ncft biit smik at th? 
^rnestness with which one of these worthy ktdifis^ complained of ^ 
hardness of the times; they paid, she dbseiwedy^armoidore ei^ery tlhcctt 
years in taxes. How: happy ^ thought we^ would Jour English spinsters 
of slender incomes deem themselves in being so. lightly* assessed! . / 

We passed the evening tolerably^ having provided oi^elves. with 
candles, which* we found very necessary both here ami: in other 
places on the road^; fon dae roomsr in^general are lightoi only by/a 
glimmering lamp, whicb rather iaugments than diminishes their ttii» 
lancholy gloom. .1 

In the morning we were informed that the mules which ^bad'heaett 
provided for us over-night were taken away fromdie stable. This soen^ 
raged our soldier, that he immediatdyTodeiotquest of them, bmught 
^lem back, and pressed otibens! fbr oM? service^ We here* saw the 
convenience of traveling under offioialiorders r hadw« not been ^o piw- 
Tided, we might have been exposed to a most Vetadious dday. l%ese 
military requisitions of cattle may be considered by the owner as a 
grievance ; but ' be generiilly indemnifies himself by ^high charges to 
other travellers, and by impositions in the* way- of trade; > 

• Being now within the province of Minas Gemes, (a country famed 
at Rio de Janeiro for itA excellent eheese,) I expected to see some 
improvement in the condition of the country, -~ some establishment 
worthy of being called a farm, -r- some dwelling, constructed net 
merely for shelter but for comfort. I hoped* to remark among the in- 
habitants that air of healdi and Animation which springs from the in^ 
vigorating' occupations^ and cheering pursuits of husbandry ; but no 
such pleasing change nvas * perceptible : the same want of exertion 
prevailed here as in other parts of t^e country -: the people seemed 
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to act aa if the tenure by whidi they hekl their lands was about %o 
be abolished ; all around them had the appearance of make^shtft : 
their old houses, fasist.hast^ing to deei^t bore no marks of repaif 
iibout them : wherever a bit of garden-ground was inclofied, it ap- 
peared over-run with weeds ; where coffee-trees, planted in formet 
yeiirs, still eitisted, the present occupiers were too indolent to gather 
the fruit: no inclosures were made fpr pasturage; a few goats supplied 
ihd^little tnilk that was consumi^ ; and cows'-miJk was rarely to be 
procured. On observing these deplorable ooqsequeocea of Ijb^.apttthjr 
of the inhabitants, I cpuld not but reflect on the advantages which 
might accrue from the introduction of the ^ngUsh system of ngricul- 
ture among them* The example of a single fiu'm, conducted on that 
systein, nwght go for towards rousing the people, frofn their slotbAil 
atate ; and, when they once felt their Acuities, ft wakened, they WQu|d 
be ashamed to lounge about as they now do, under an old great coat, 
for day4 together, burthens, to themselvesi itnd objects gf contempt 
to all strfingers who see them. ; . . , 

The next place we visited, after quitting the residence of these pld 
ladies, offered every requ^ite for making the experiment above, al- 
luded to. It was a fo^eoda. eallod Mant^rn^ situated in the largest 
plain we had hitherto traversed, consisting of rich land watered by 
numerous streams. The jestablishooient^ was in a fit state to begi^ 
with: the house was falling to ruin, and the grounds about it wete 
over-run with weeds and bmsb*wood. What more desirable sitjaa* 
tion, exclaimed I to my companion, cpuld an English former select I 
Here cattle of every description are che9p ; cows aqd oxen at two 
years old may be purchased at 30s. or 40s. per head ; excellent hpr^ , 
i^m GQs. to 81. e^ch ; and pigs, poultry, and pther live-stock, at a 
price too trifling to mention. Here is land which, under the influcmce 
of this genial climate, is ca.pable of yielding two-hund|^ed-fold ; her^ 
is wood in abundance for every purpose ; excellent clay for making 
bricks ; and water at command. Yet all these advantages, are lost to 
t^^ present occupiers, who con^der them top cheap to be yaluafale ; 
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and, pei;petuaUy, bankeiing after the precious minerals, seem to think 
that the only standard for estimating the gitls of nature, is the diffi- 
culty of obtaining therh. 

Having p^ed the hamlet of St Sebastian^s, we arrived late in the 
evening at Bordo dd Campo, a village consisting of about twenty 
houses, the best of which is that of Captain Rodrigo de lima, who, 
on learning our situation, kindly took us^in for the m^t. While sup- 
per was preparing, we had some conversation with him it^specting the 
agriculture and' produce of die neighbourhood, in th<e course of which 
he paid much attentibn to our observations, and proiiiised neact day 
t6 shew Ills' the system he pursued. * At the repast, which was speeds* 
ily antioiinced, he introduced us to his wife and daughter, and a lady 
who was theii on a vish to them« This was an unejcpected act of 
politeness^ and one wlikh had never yet been exerdsed towards iis by 
any master of a iktnily in the whole course of our journey. Hie few 
females we o6ca6ionally saw at any former place generally iecluded 
themselves on out* arrival and during our stay ; and, when they came 
near os by chance, they commonly rad^away in as fnubh apparmt 
alarm as if they had been accustomed to be frightened kt the niEuiae 
of an En^ishman. The ladies appeared in very heat dresses of Eng* 
li^h manufacture, with 4 profusion of j^Id chains about their neeks, 
which are always worn on receiving or paying visits. Their convert 
sation was gay and enlivening, : they wer6 very inquisitive respecting 
the costume of English womisn, and seemed quite astonished at bear*? 
ing that they w6re caps, it being never the custom among the Bra- 
silian females to cover their heads until advanced in years. They 
ornament their hair with combs, frequently of gold, and very richly 
wrought. 'Wine was introduced, of which the ladi« dould not be 
prevailed on to partake : they gave our healths by putting the glass 
to their lips. After supper, the table was covert with delicious 
sweet-meats ; when, being desirous of paying the lady of the house a 
compliment, I spoke highly of their excellence, and presumed that 
the fruits were preserved under hef immediate direction : but she as* 
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shred ilie to the vohttary^ tnd observed tbat ber Aegn^ did all that 
sort of domestic woiic* I peroeivedv or imagined^ that she was kather 
offended at my remark, and therefore apologised by saying, that h 
was not uhcommoA for the ladies la En^and to interest theoisdves 
pftrsonally in the coooems of housewifery^ The remainder of the 
evening passed off very, agreeably. 

On looking out of my cha«iiber*window the following momii^, I 
was surprised to see two smaU and veiy neat iaclosures, in one of 
which flax was< growing, and in the other wheat The latter, which 
apparently had. been aowa about seven weeks, was very poor and un* 
proooising : die ground had t66 much water, and seemed of late to 
have been flooded* Oiur host regaled us with a breakfimt of stewed 
fowl^ eacdlent coffee and milk^ and a da^ of feijones, with mandioca 
and bbttered ix)ast ; after which he conducted us to his indasnrea 

The flax was. very healthi^aod Strang : he told us he cut* it three 
or Ibiur times a year, and that it was.diessed, spun, and woven in his 
own 'house^ He .grew: bat' liMle, havii^ oocasion for no more then 
wfaatauBweied hss domestic purposes. The wheat, he told m, was 
Uighted. He shewed . us a sample of bat year's growth, which was 
very pocH*, coarse, and foul* The laftlls are of similar construdtion to 
those usied at Catata Gallo, but I did not observe a pair of stones fit 
fov iht grinding of wheat.. 

Inow expressed a wish to see hfa dairy, which the good geatlenaa 
imm^diaibely cdBkplied with. Instead of an apartment, sneh as I ex* 
peetedto.foid, filled up aad kept in order fcnrthat sole purpose, I 
.WM i^hewn iato;a kind of dirty storeHrdoa^ the smell of which was in* 
tolemble. The pre9ent^ I was told, was not the time for oMking 
^cheese, as; the bows gaMe milk only in the rainy season. I begged to 
see the implements used in the process ; and on examining them 
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^ In this country the practice of cutting flax is attended, with ^reat success, and is pre- 
ferted to that of pulling it, which prerails elsewhete. The fibres, though cut, are conaidered 
BUficiendy long to* lie spun and made hko good common linen. The old rootil produce fimh 
•shoots incredibl J soc^ 
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fbiiiid) tomy uttefr astonishment^ that neither ihp Tats nor cloths hftd 
been ^Mhed since they ivere last used, and the milk^pails, &c. wejt^e in 
the same condition. l%iis sufficiently accounted for .the offmsive 
SDoell which I had perceiTed on entering the place. When I adked 
to see the utensil used for inakiog butter, an apology was made by 
stating that it was not in t^ way : they had ohserved my disgust at 
the other vessels, and probably thought tiiat thfe was equally unfit to 
be inspected. I did aH in my power to inform our worthy host of the 
manner in which English dairies were cociducted, and gave him se» 
▼eral directions which he wrote down, but seemed quite indifferent 
about adopting them. On enquiry, I found that no piomion 
was made for the cows ; there were no houses erected for milking, 
and that ojieration was frequently ne^ected, and at all times badljr 
performed. 

The premises bore traces of the industry and -taste .of the formifit 
occupants : there was a mud<*wall round them, enoampasstng about 
an acre of ground, which, when p^ect, nrast have given the whole 
tL retired and comfortable appearance l but it was now partly Ivoken 
down and in ruins. The steps leading to the front door of the dwells 
ing were of the lapis ollaris, or pot^stone, of which snfastanoe there is 
a stratum in the vicinity. 

Our cattle being ready^ we mounted about eleven in the forenoon, 
returning thanks to our host, and offering to pay for the acoomnKKla- 
tions we had met with ; but the only compensaticMi he required, was 
a promise on our part to pass a day or two with him on our return. 
The ladies, who had not appeared at breakfast, came out upon the 
gallery, and very pleasingly and politely wished us a good journey. 
Resuming our route, we passed several small farms, and observied 
that the blight had destroyed all their bananas, and withered thw 
coffee-trees. My thermometer at the time was not lower than 53^, but 
the damage had been done some days before by a sharp southerly Wind* 
In some parts of the road there were very small inclosure&rof flas and 
rye. The country now appeared more open, and the woodi^scener^ 
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lay at a greater distance^ We rode by the side of a barren mbttii* 
taiiiy which was covered to an extent of three miles with <)ttart2, luid 
produced little or no herbage, except a species of wiry or windl^- 
grass, which was much parched by the sun. We descended a decli* 
vity tremendonsly steep^ and fiill a mile in length, at the bottom of 
which we crossed the Rio das Mortes, here a small rivulet. On its 
further bank is an astallage, or inn, called Registro Yelha, (Old Rci- 
^ster) being originally built as a searching*office, to prevent the 
smuggling of gold^ Proceeding hence, the eye is again relieved from 
confined wo6d*i>sceDery by the prospect of a grand amphitheatre of 
mountains, which aire bounded by others of amazing magnitude, 
covered with forests. On the side of one hill, which we skirted ob- 
liquely, I observed several crystallized^ masses, which, on examina* 
tion, proved to be clusters of cubes of ferruginous quartz .of a. dark- 
brown colour. We shortly afterwards arrived at a village called 
Barbasinas, situated on a commanding eminence, in a most fertile 
country, and apparently containing about two hundred dwelling- 
houses. While we stopped to take some refirtehment, numbers of the 
inhabitants came to look at us, having never before seen Englishmen^ 
anjd being on the rack of curiosity to know the objects of our jour- 
ney. At this place two great roads from the mining country unite, 
axid fomi the miun road to Rib de Janeiro. That to the westward 
leads from St. Jcmo del Rey, Sahara, and Cuiab4; the other from 
Villa Rica, Mariana, Villa do Principe, Tejuco, Minas Novas, &c^ 
Being a sort of half-way station to the capital, and the last open place 
oh the road, it is^ much frequented by people from various parts of 
the interior, and. has a considerable traffic in various articles, parti- 
cularly baizes, cotton goods, salt, and iron. Many of the shops vrere 
well stocked with English manufactures. The place is governed hy 
an Quvidor, or justice of the peace, and a military officer. In its 
neighbourhood there is a quarry of soft, whitish granite, from which 
mitt-stones are made; biit, from the specimens I saw of it, the mate^ 
rial must be very un^t fw such a purpose. 



We arrived) aboiit four in the evening, at a poor place called 

Eeseqninha, the owner of which made. every proviaion for us which 

his scanty means afforded. He dispatched a negro to gaUier grass 

for the mules, which is here incredibly scarce ; and killed us a fowl 

or two for dinner^ The time previous to that meal (hung heavy on 

our hands; there were no birds to afibrd us. an hour^s shooting, and 

we had no source of diversion, except that which the lively fistncy 

and inexhaustible humour of my companion afforded. We dined 

heartily about seven o'clock on stewed fowls and mandioca, whidi 

fiilly supplied the want of bread. That article is so <^tremely scaroe 

in these parts, that even the populous village of Barbasinas, thoil^ 

situated in the richest corn-district of the province, conldf furnish 

us only one rusk. Being overcome with weariness, we prepared 

for rest. One of our beds was placed on the table, the other on a 

dried hide stretched upon the day floor. These were miserable ac^ 

commodations ; but sleep knows little distinction between the hov€^ 

and the palace, and a man > thoroughly disposed may. enjoy it as 

soundly in one as in the other. So it was with my companion ; he 

was in a profound slumber within five minutes after he had lain 

down, in despite of the rough materials of which his pallet was 

coniposed. Mine prevented me from sleeping, and compelled me 

to sit up during most of the night; it consisted, as well as his, 

of the leaves of. Indian com crammed into a bag, with the mouth 

tied up ; but the careless negro who perfomied that operation had 

. neglected to pick out the core or pith from wiiich the grain is rubbed 

so that there was no finding an easy posture upon it. I sat 

musing on the absolute wretchedness of every thing around ; a mi* 

: s^rable lamp hung over our heads and threw a dismal glimmer 

, through the apartment i the floor was uneven and broken, into holes; 

the: table on which we had dined consisted of one large plank of a 

quality not discoverable without the assistance of a scraper, as it 

.jiad never been .cleaned since it was made; there was not a chair or 

any thing resembling a seat, except an. antique bench with a back 
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to it, fixed at a dbtmnce on one aide of the tabic, sq tint sone of 
the guests had to ti^e their repast standing. Hie very beasts in -die 
out-houses were better provided ibr than the master, if we migbt 
judge from the healthy condition of those we saw, whose sh>thfal 
apathy cx>uid be matched only with that of the serine they fed. 

We left Besequinha an hour after day*bneak, and entered. on some 
clayey ground which caused our mules to come down frequentiy, as 
they were unshod. The day being Sunday we found somedtfficiiky 
in procuring fresh mules, as they were all engaged in taking their 
masters to mass. After proceeding about a league and a half we 
arrived at the fa^enda de Gama, eonsistmg of a good mansion and 
some out^buildings. The house^ which is the residence of a. major, 
stands on an eminence in a fine open country, beautifully intersprased 
with <rlumps of trees and small patches of wood, but wholly uncal^ 
tivated and destitute of inclosures. The land appeared much burnt 
up, and ill supplied with water, but the valleys, we. were tokl, 
abounded in numerous streams and rivulets. Having stopped at the 
door we were saluted by the voice of a fine motherlyJooking lady 
apparently about forty, who invited us to alight, which we readily 
obeyed, having occasion to change our baggage mule. Two young 
ladies, the daughters of the one whom we had first seen, came on 
tlie gallery to welcome us. As the morning was cool, they were 
covered with purple mantles of baifle which left only a part of the 
face exposed, but shewed us sufiUcient to prove that the females of 
this province, here called mineras, are above mediocrity in person^ 
charms. This opinion was confirmed on entering the house, where 
these ladies appeared to much greater advantage ; tl^y were in the 
bloom of health, rather tall in stature, and in their air and gestures 
extremely graceful* We had Just entered into conversation when 
in came our soldier to announce that the baggage mule was loaded, 
and that the day was so far spent as barely to allow time enough to 
reach the next station before night This honest fellow for the first 
time on our journey was the bearer of unwelconve news. . I asked 
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liim wky lie did not bring^ta to this tnanaton Jart iiigiit, instead of 
lialtiog at the miserable dog-hole of Resequinha. <^ Ah Sir^"" replied 
iie^ ^^ the mulea could travel no further/^ ^^ Then jou might ha^e 
told IB of this delightful place and we wonld have walked hither had 
it been double the distance.'" How much more merrily^ should we 
hawe passed the evening, thought I, on observiog two fine guitars hung 
up in a doset that was accid^itally opened. The mother^ who now 
cafue in^ gave us an invitation to stop, regretting that her husbandi 
being confined by illness to his bed, was unable to piay bis respects 
to us in person. We expressed our disappoiatmeat at not being 
able to avail ourselves of this invitation, and again related how iU 
we had passed the night at Resequnha. ^^ Yes,'^ observed ooe of 
the daughters very facetiously, ^^ men alone make veiy insipid so^ 
ciety ; you would have been much better bere^ would not you ?*' 
Out soldier again came to say that the baggage mule was out df 
si^t, and that we should be in danger of. losioag our way^ The mule, 
eaid I, may surely fpr once fall burae to accommodate us, <>r sooie 
lucky miisfortune may occur to give us a pretext for prolonging our 
stay. We were at length obliged to yield to the pressing remo»- 
stFances of our sokliier^ and took leave of the good lady and her 
amiable dau^ters^. promising to. visit them on our return. We pur^* 
aued our journey, with reluctance, over a dreary tract of counCry, 
passing at intervals throu^ amall woods, where we shot a few wood^ 
peckers, here called carpinteros, a name suffitieotly characterise 
of their peculiar habits; The incessant hacld<^ which they make 
with their beaks may be beard ait constdevable distance^ No inci<> 
dent worth mentioning occurred in this day's journey, which ter« 
minaied at Bandera de Coelho, where we arrived at sun^set. A 
more dirty and slovenly place, in a finer situation, we never vi^ 
sited. It was with great difiiculty that my negro4K)y procured us 
a pot of any sort to dress us a fowl and some beans for supper. 
Tbe kitchen was a mere dirt-hole, blackened with soot and smoke 
above and all around, and covered with mud and filth below ; tiif 
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cooking utensil was a pot placed on three stones and heated bj s 
fire of gre«i^ wci6d. The owner was very assiduous in helping ud^ 
and heartily desired tis to make free. He was reputed to be a roaa 
of considerafaie property, which lie had accumulated by selling com 
for the troops of mules which frequently stop here, and are gene* 
rally better accomodated than hb biped guests. We procured some^ 
thing in the> form of a* supper, and passed the night under the same 
acprtof «faed as that' which sheltered our cattle, and on bedding Yetj 
little soperior in quality to theirs. 

\ The experience of this ni^ht completed the catalogue of incoii«* 
Tenieoces to wliidi we had been exposed since the commencement 
ef o«r Journey « I would advise every traveller who pursnqi the same 
-routef to provide himself 'with bed and blankets, a stock, of tea^ 
siigav, cacnfiHes^ liquors, soap, and salt, t^o kettles and a drinki^g^ 
lK)to (for in few places wiH he meet with any of these articles), as. 
widi as an umhrdtia, which ean by no means be dispensed with. The 
wlK)le of thiS' e<!|p»ipage is neicessary for each person who traveb ta 
make observations on the country, and will require at least two 
baggage mules to cany it. 

We set out next morning at' six, without break&st, not being 
aUe to procure either coffee or milk; and proceeding six milea 
through a fine 4>pen country, arrived at a large village called Lousa, 
containing full two thousand inhabitants. It is well built, but as 
I was informed, has nrach declined from its former oonsequenoet 
which it owed principally to the rich niines in its vicinity now al« 
most exhausted^ We procured a tolerable breakfast of coffee and 
eggs 'at a vend ; and^ while we partook of it, were much anrased by 
the numbers of iahabttants, who crowded the door in eaga^ curior 
sity to see us, asking a variety of questions of a political natuiiei 
and forming endless conjectures respecting the object of our journey^ 
• Leaving this village about eleven o'clock, we proceeded: along a 
range of mountains coinposed of argillaceous schistus, andipassed a 
hill covered with micaceous iron ore : in one oart of it there was a 
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hr^k that' shewed ;tbe stratum (wUchi^ppenred peipendicular)- of 
-ferruginous matter^.or prot^blyit was a. strong vein which travecsed 
the mountain. .1 was not a little surprised to-find thajt^be toad^. for 
above half ainile, was covered with rich iw)i;i-orie. 5 > • '. 
' We passed a place called Alt6.de Virgioia, .where, as well as in 
the viditoity, to a ooristderable extent^ tfaaie are gcdd-rwashingSfi which 
bear the general name of Labras d« Yirginia* I dj^ifaiiiied . the heiips 
of debris, biit found iri them nothing bift rpuoded quartj;: 4mA.f&em^ 
ginbua matter. Jonrpejring h^lf a league further^ we came ti^'tlie 
gold<^ washings of St. Antpnio! de Ora.Bnuico^ . where hillpcks of the 
same materials abounded ; and. we; spQu. afterwards, tutored i the poOr 
and altiiost deserted village. qI[ the fanoei-zname^^QnlailMOg about five 
hundred sotils. We had an ihtefvkw>«i^lh th6:coihv»dBdant»*^^^ 
ccMild obti^ nothijag in the way. of refresbihaiit ; indeed the- few people 
fwe saw^ere^aQneeidy^ thaVfar^frotm beii^ to fupply our wanton 

ifaey seeiiaed to cravbaU twe hj^to: satisfy their jpwUf and ^ed lis 
as if they expected we h^d brought them somethiiig./ G)ad«toget 
•fiwu}irf>om this wristehed place, i^e continu^ 9^jrijoiirneSr?throi^ a 
fuceeflbion x)f fine valleys,, and ^arrived about f^tjyirfo'clpcki at the^^t 
of a tretDendoui mountain, overhung witl)[ clouds^ Xlhe^ ascent waft- 
so* stbep that,' judging it in yai,n <t6 a^t^mtpl^ to ride,^I dismoitnted ; 
ddr soldier, whii> was a lighted vf»it t;han ;my8elf, exchanged roitles 
w^h me, and up we went in a zigH^ag^dir^cjtion lor half an hoUrv. whan 
we found ourselves immersed in a ttxiaQk aloud, which for some tdme 
hindered us from seeing oi^r way . : .We^ were at length ablie to pro^ 
ceed, and in many parts had to iqount .up ledges nearly two feet 
perpendicular, which we perfiMrmed without alightingi as our saddles 
ivei^e securefd from slipping off behind by a . strong strap passii^ 
round the mule's neck. It is considered .very, unsafe to» dismount in 
these ascehts, for the animals go much l^s* fitdady when, led than 
when ridden. At seven* o'clock.. we reached: the suoimiti where, 
though night wa? setting in, we fi)uiid. it iie^essa^y to rest half aii 
hbur, and then proceeded a league in.' the dark wiitihout our'baggng^ 
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tnuie^ whioh^ bdng unafale td keep pace with us, had been teft itt 
feharge of tifo of our men and the oegitKboj. We were under 
little apprekdnsioa for the safety of oar propertjr, though, as we 
afterwards learnt, the poor toimal was down above twddtj times 
in the counie of the ascent. About eight o^clodc we reached 
Alto do Moro, oar baggage drrividg about an hour aften Here we 
halted for the night in one of the best ions we had hitherto seen, 
the hostess of which soon provided Us with a comfortable supper, of 
which we partook Very heartily and passed an agreeable evening. 
The good oi^der and propriety which ifeigned in thib inn oonfiimed an 
bfoserraticvi we had often made, diat of all houses on the road diose 
under the direcstibn of females were tnanaged with most ability, isuid 
certainly a^rded the be^t acoommodations. I may add, that thert 
prevailed in them that evident disposition and wish to oUige which 
generally mkkes u^ for any deficiency, and by appealing to a 
stranger's iiberality makes him satisfied with whotevei^ is set befbM 
him. 

The la/nd, through which we this day passed, appeared much 
burnt up^ being m general velry bare of vegetable soil, and having 
few trees to defend it againistthe hitotof the sun^ In t^ mouhtains 
we observed several riips or bleaks which presented nbhipt and sin« 
gillar ihasses^ lyi^g in all directions like confused litaps cif archie 
(ectural ruins^ disckising Veins of «oft taloy and some cascalhao poor 
i«rgbld» Tb^ stHttuni was ai^Uaceous schratus, vbi^ feituginous, 
and friiEtbiie; At the bottom of these slips^ which appeared to be 
caused by the disrupture of one part of the mountain from the other 
(probably through the infiltratton of water), there were small streams 
which dn rainy weather swell into torrents, and burst through their 
channels with great velocity. 

Hie nfext diay, it being oiir intention to reach Villa Rica before 
nighty we set'OUt at an eariy hour, notwithstanding the cold.chmdy 
weather and the heavy deW ithich pt^vailed. We passed through a 
bare and «Me4«n Itt^act bf coamtry^ presenting similar pharactertstics to 
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tiK)fle> above: dMcribed. .Nctan afplaoe (t»lkd C(tp6D, I rqdfe down ar 
hill icovered .with rich iibft ore id such fffofiwioa th9>t tons might have ^ 
been^gather6d from the amfaoe. Prooeeding a short distance &rther 
we arrived nt li faouse^ ihBxywmtof whicbi we afterwards underslood^ 
possessed a topazf^mine. in the hei^bdurbood. The mentioil of a 
fame of topasesi excited my curiosity, as it gave me the idea of a 
vein worked iinder-giDund, and. coataining those substances in the 
matrix asorigiually formed. On expressing to the own6r mj desiiie^ 
to see. the wcurks, he kindly undertook to accompany me to the spot. 
After walking about half a mile up the mountain just HaebtioDed, I 
was shewn two breaks or slips^ in whidi my guide informed me ware 
the topaz minesu Weenteced okie of them, which was in extent 
little abort of two acres ; the aigillaceous schistUs, ivhich formed the 
upper strattMn, appealed' in a variety of stages, the greater part 
migrating into micaieeous schistus. In one ^ part I. observed two 
negroes poking in the little soft veins, which, the slips disclosed, with 
apiece of riisty ircm, probably part of jan old hoop; aad oii en** 
quirittg what they were about, I was informed they were the miners^ 
aearchingr for topazes. I took bnfi of their ijlstnimtnlSt and on using 
il; ai they, did, foiind these veiiks to contain a very minute micaoedus 
sittbsfeance approaching to earthy talc, also som^ quartz, and large 
itrystals oE specular iron (Mse. I had the good fortune: to find two or 
three topazes, which, as they had cmly one pyramid each, aiid ap- 
peared fractured, I judged to be out of their original place. It had 
hitherto been my opinion, that all !the topazes which I had seen at 
Bio de Janeiro^ or elsewhere, and which Were of similar form t^ 
these, had been broken from the matrix by the miners ; I now, there- 
fore fully expected to meet with some haviag double pyramids, but 
to my great disappointment all that I found were entirdy detached. 
From a great quantity (at least a cart load) of inferior topazes, 
which were afterwards shewn to me in the owner's house, (and any 
number of which I might have taken away,) I could not select one 
with a double pyramid. They informed me that sometimes, but 
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very rarely/ topazes liad t)ieen found in quartz crystals^ but even vOi 
tbese instances the quasrti^ apf>eared fractured and out of its original' 
place*. The topazes which were shewn me, were very imperfectt 
and full of flaws. The negroes employed in th^fe works were super^ 
intended by two Creolians who received what they found* 

. After t bad collected a variety of specimeiiSv we returned to oiir 
mules, continued our journey over bleak and sterile mountains/ 
through roads covered with dust, and arrived about three o'clock in 
sight of Villa Rica. .Though tlie towii stands oh aii eminence rather 
s^eep and lofty, the approach to it is iiot noble or striking^ neither, 
iis there any thing in a near view of it, which^ ' to^ the eye lof a^tisa«« 
vell^r, corresponds with the grandeur of its name. The envitona^r 
niiUke -those of opulent 'towns in general, exhibited few. signs <lf: 

Cultivation; not an acre of good pasture was any wbeve to be aee^v 
nor an i nctosure of a,ny kind . We : arrived a little, after i fomr, . and 
aUghted at One of the first houses to^ the left, : on entering the town; 
it had been recommended to us as one of the best inns, but we 
fotind that in point of deanliness and accommodation, report had 
greatly oVer-rated itw The owner, beings a priest, entruBted the- 
entire management, to a mulatto, who acted as if b^ was seldorni 
Under the eye of his master. Having ordered dinner we walked* 
into the town' for about a mile.; the streets were VCTy irregular^ and 
SO/ badly paved as to give us no favourable idea of the opulence of 
the inhabitants. As night was coming on, and we felt :fat%ued,;we 
postponed delivering our letters uiitil next day; and returned to our 
inh. 'Our dinner, which was served up in as slovenly a manneras 
w^ had' ever witnessed, even in the poorest rancho on the road, 
consisted of some stewed beef and a fowl. The bread was tolerable, 
but dear. Being little inclined to sit up after our repast, we re- 



* They also, informed me tbatgreen topazes were sometimes found, which I Very mulh 
doubted. If any substance of that colour, resembling topaz, did occur, it Was most probably 
Euctasi^ which may be easily mistaken for it. * - j . . . 
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early to rest ; our rooms, though destitute of aJmoit every ap«> 
propriate convenience were better than those to which we had of 
late teen accustomed. 

Notwithstanding the fatigue of the journey, which heartily dis* 
posed me to sleep, my mind was for some time occupied in redBect- 
iog on the place at which we had now arrived, and which had long 
teen the theme of our wonder and conjecture^ Villa Rica— the 
rich village! The capital of the province of Minas Geraes^ and the 
seat of its Government ; a [^aoe which bad fbr many years teen re« 
puted the richest in Brazil, as to it was brought all the gold found 
in the vast district around. Impatient to see some vestiges of 
that splendor which its name implies, I slept but litde, and rose at 
an early hour. We, with difficulty, obtained our breakfast, con-^ 
i»isting of coffee and eggs, with bread and English butter, after 
which we dressed and went to deliver our letters, - ^s 

Our arrival bemg announced, we were directed to pvesedt ourselves 
at tte audience^chamters, which form part of a large edifice, con- 
taining also the Post*<^ce and other public rooms for tte transa<> 
tion of Government business. We were introduced to liie Genierai 
of the Forces, and to Dr« Lucas, Judge of the Supreme Court, the 
latter held tte principal autterity in the absence of the Viceroy 
%vte was gone to Rio de Janeiro, another frqm Goyazes teing ext 
pected stertly to succeed him* We were honoured with a piost 
handsome reception, and various tenses were put in our chbice^ 
with a kind invitation to make use of any of them during our stay^ 
but we preferred taking lodgings in the centre of the town, withip 
three minutes walk of tte Palace, in Rua de Dereito, the very 
Bond Sueet of Villa Rica« 

. After oar interview with the Judge, we devoted some teurs to a 
perambulation of the town, and returned much fatigued to dine at 
our inn. In the evening I paid a visit to the vicar, who gave ine a 
^learty welcome, and in the usual style of Portugueze compliment 
told me his house was mine. Tte saying, had it teen verified, 
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wmlA have piM; Hie in posses&ion <^ qne of the best uamions in Villa 
Rica« At tea the worthy pastor iotroduoed me to several officers,, 
among whom was the late governor of the Diamond district, who gave 
me much kiformatiou concerning it and shewed me an aqua marina, 
whidh had befiu fovmd in one of the washing^. , It was a perfect 
hexagDnal prism, full seven inches in length and three quarters of 
an inch in diameter, clear and free from flaws. After some hours. of 
very a^eeaMe conversatioit, the party broke up, and jt being dark,! 
I was conducted to .my inn by a si^vant of the vicai^s, with bk 
lant«?n^ At the icoijiers of the stieets, along which we passed, therq 
were grottps of the lower order of people offering their prayers ; kk 
a mche above them was a %ure oi the Viigin, with tapers burning 
before it* Ayoice.in a kxw solemn tone uttered the vespers, thet 
nesponMB were made by the multitude. I took off my hat bb^I 
passed, knowing thai 6iieh a token of reverence is always expected. 
. The diext day was occupied diiidSy in removing our equipage to 
our new .lodgings in Rua de Dereito ; to this service our soldiers 
were particularly attentive, and left us . no&ing to do whic^ they 
could do for ub. On the day following Wie wece honoured with visits 
fixnn libe judge,, the generaU the vjoar, and many of the principal 
inhabitanlSt all of wh<Mn testified their respect for us in the most 
polite maonec. Many of them aftawards sent me presents of fine 
sugar, coffee, sweet-meats, cheese, .and some good bread. One 
gentleman, to give me a proof of the richmras of the soil and salub 
brity of the. climate, sent me a cabbage, full fourteen inches in diai^ 
meter, when stripped of its out^e leaves ; a finer vegetable never 
was produced* 

When our leisure permitted, we took excursions to. view the towa 
and its vicinity, sometimes on iiorseback and sometimes on foot, 
generally going and jetuming in a different direction. It is situated 
on the side of a large mountain, connected with others forming . an 
immense cham, of which it is . one of the hi^est. Most of the 
streets range, in steps, as it were, from the base to the sumnait, and 
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ftre crossed by others which lead up tlie aicclivity. It is most ad^ 
mirably supplied ' with water, which is conducted into almost every 
house in a most convenient and pleasant manner/ In the streets ar^ 
many fountains, which, though not to be compared with those of 
Italy in architectural taste, are Well constructed. One cistern in 
particular contained water which tasted strongly of sulphate of iron ; 
the natives consider it serviceable in the cure of cutaneous diseases^ 
and frequently bathe in it The town is divided ibto twioi^ parshes, 
and contains a population of about twenty thousand inhabitants, c^ 
whom there are more wltttes than blacks. The cHmate is delightful, 
and perhaps equal to that of Naples. Though the latitude of the 
place is only 20^ South, yet owing to its etevated site, the tem^ 
perature of the air is generally moderate. The thermometer never 
exceeds 62^ in the shade and is rardy below 48^, but ite usual range 
is from 64° to 8()° in summer, and from 48^ to 70^ in winter. The 
greatest heats prevail in January. Owing to* its great elevation 
various changes from heat to ^d prevail in the same day, and Ihere 
are frequent showers of tain. Thunder-storms are common, but by 
tko means violent, l^e sun is sometimes clouded by dews and mtist 
so deme as not to subside antil the' iforenoon is far advanced; 

The gardens here are laid out with great taste, and from the pe^ 
culiarity of their construction present a curious spectacle. As tihere 
is scarcely a piece of level ground, even ten yards ^quane, on the 
whole side of the mountain, the defect bas been remedied by 
cutting spaces one above another at Tegular distances, and sup^ 
pokting them by ]Oit walls, the top of one being on a levd with 
base of that next above it^ An easy flight of steps leads from one 
level to the other. These terraces seemed to hie to be the very king- 
dom <!>f Flora, for never did I before see snch a profusion of d^^a/te 
#owers. Here were also excellent vegetables of ervery kind, "SUch 
as artichokes, asparagus, spinach, cabbage, kidney-beans, and po-. 
tatoes. There are many indigenous fruits which might be much 
impmrved by a better system of hcnticwlture. The peaich appears 
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ib be the only exotic fruit which has been hitherto introducod ; H 
flourishes amazingly. I have frequently seen the Inanches <^ the 
trees so loaded as to require perpendicular support 

The town is of considerable extent^ but by no means so well 
pieopled as when tiie mines were rich. Few of the inhabitants have 
fLay employment except the shopkeepers, who are indeed a nuine* 
|!Ous class. English woollens were by no means dear, superfine cloth 
being at SOs. to 35a. per yard, coatings, &c. nearly as cheap as in 
England ; common cotton prints at Is. 6d. to 2s. per yard ; hats^ 
handkerdhiefs, kerseymeres, and Manchester piece goods in great 
plenty. There seined indeed to be a glut of. English merchandise 
and produce of all sorts, except earthenware, hams, porter, and 
butter, which were dear on account of the risk of carriage. Com- 
mon Figueras wine was at 3s. 6d. the bottle. The shops that sold 
the produce of the country were few in number and very indifferent. 
There were a great many taylors, shoe-makers, tin^workers, and 
venders of hardware, some smiths, and no inconsiderable number of 
saddlers. In a country where every one is a horseman, this trade 
must, one would imagine, t^ke the lead of mo^t others. The 
saddles, that were shewn me here were af a much superior make to 
those which J saw in Rio de Janeiro. I was surprised to find no 
workers, in gold in a place so renowned for the production of that 
precious metal, but I was infomied that the trade was prohibited^ by 
law, to prevent the gold from being worked before it was permuted. 
. The market of Villa Rica was but ill supplied, notwithstanding 
the fertility of the district around it. Pulse and vegetables for the 
table were scarce, even g)nss was an article in great demand ^, and 
milk was as dear as it is in London. Poultry sold at from 3s. 6d. 
to 4s. 6d. per couple. Beef of a tolerable kind, but by no means 
good, might be had at l^d. per pound. Pork was very fine ; mutton 



* Our moles required at least six-pemiyworth each per day, excluatTe of tbeor cotq. 
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waft utteriy uokbawn. Tallow, was exceedingly dear^. ahd candles 
weife at mote than* d<Aible the i price. at which they sell in. this 
country* t ; . ' 

. Though ouF arrival iti the; town exdtdd some surprise^ as we 
w^e the iret of our nation who had visited it, yet the people did 
not regard us efitirdy as sttangers^ inany of them having seeil 
Englishmen in their frequent intercourse with Rio de Janeiro. My 
worthy companion had letters to some of the principal shopkeepers, 
which we took ah early opportunity of delivering. When we spoke 
to them of the richness of the country, and of the quantity of gold 
with which it was reputed to abound, they seemed glad of the .op- 
partunity of telling us, that they believed the gold was all sent to 
England, adding that their town oti^ht now to be termed Villa 
Pobre, instead of Villa Bica. Indeed we were surpirised to ob- 
serve the comparative poverty which prevailed among theni. Of 
above two thousand habitations, which tbe town contained, a cou- 
siderable proportion were untenanted ; and therents of the rest were 
continually lowering. Houses were to be purchased at one half 
their real value ; for instance, a house built a few years ago at lOOOK 
cost, wouhl not now sell for more than 5001. 

The mountain on which the town stands, appeared to me in length 
^m eight to nine miles, in every part narrow and almost insulated^ 
being surrounded by deep ravines. In riding over it in various di- 
rections, I observed it to be composed of argillaceous schistus in 
almost every gradation, migrating from the compact blue slate into 
micaceoiis schistus. In some parts it lies in regular laminae, in 
others it appears in confused masses. The slate is sometimes, but 
not very generally, used for paving, roofing, and other similar pur- 
poses* In some parts I noticed a few slender, confused, and 
irregular quartzose veins of little consequence, a large proportion of 
ferruginous accumulations and conglomerations, together with mar- 
tial pyrites, and a considerable quantity of rounded quartz of all 
sizes. That side on which the town is built presents many small 
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hills, wbich form a number of guUejs in narrow ravines. Numerous 
streamlets flow down from the springs in the mountain in various 
channels, and in rainy weather swell into cascades; they form a stream 
at its base called Rio del Carmen, which in its course from hence 
is joined by many others^ and changes its name first into that of Rio 
St. Jos6, and then into Rio Doce. Of the latter I shall have occa* 
sion in the sequel to speak more at large. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Origin and present State of Villa Rica. — Account of the Mint. — 
Visit to the City of Mariana. — Excursion to the Fazendas of Barro 
and Castro^ belonging to His Escelkncy the Condi de Linhares. 

■ • • - 

nPHE history of an establishmfeht which, twenty yean after its 
foundation, was reputed the richest place on the globe, was an 
object of considerable interest with me, and I made many inquiries 
respecting it from some of the best informed men on the spot. It ap^ 
pears that the first discovery of this once rich mountain was effected 
by the enterprising spirit of the Pauiistas, who, of all the colonists in 
Brazil, retained the largest share of that ardent and indefatigable 
zeal, for discovery which characterijsed the Lusitanians of. former 
days. They penetrated ^m their capital into these regions, bravingj 
every hardship, and encountering every difficulty which a savage 
country, infested by still more savage inhabitants, opposed to them* 
They cut their way through impervious woods, carrying their pro* 
visions, i^ith them, and occasionally cultivating small patches of land 
to afford them food to retreat to, in case of necessity, as well as \» 
jkeep up a communication with their city, St. Paul's. £very inch 
of ground was disputed by the barbarous Indians, here called 
Bootocoodies, who were constantly either attacking them openly or 
lying in ambush, and but too frequently succeeded in surprising 
some of them, or their negroes, whom they immediately sacrificed 
to their horrible appetite for human flesh. They believed, the ne^ 
groes to be thi^i^eat monkeys of the wood. The bones of the un* 
fortunate sufferers were frequently found exposed, shocking testi- 
monies of the barbarity of their muFderers, whom the Piuilistas, 
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roused to revenge, invariably shot^ wherever they met them. 
These examples of vengeance answered their desired endr the 
Indians, terrified as well by the noise as by the fatal effect of the 
fire-arms, fled with precipitation, believing that the white men com- 
manded lightning and thunder* 

It does not appear that in exploring this territory they received 
any assistance whatever from the Abori^nes; they followed the 
eourse of rivers, occasionally finding gold, of which they skinmied 
the surfkccy and continued to>pix)ceed u& til they 'itrrivedlat the 
mountain lyhich is our present subject. Its riches arrested their 
course i they immediately 'erected temp6rary houses and began their 
operatioot. The ponctpal* men of the party that first settled here^ 
weteAntoBiO' Dias^ Bartholomew Rbctnho^ Aiitohio de Ferrera (filho),' 
SL^d Garcia Ruis. It appears that they took the most diiecft way 
to the. place, for the roads. tliey thefa opened are thefsame which ave 
stilt 'dsedw' The laloe' of their success soon ireaohed ibiciAj^- p0 
St. Paursi firiesh adventurers a!rrived in great numbers, bnngmg with 
them lilll the negroes they had means to purchase. Other .adveiH 
tureiBiWoit from St*'Paurs to Rio.de' Janeiro to. procure more ne^ 
gcpes^theiuioutu'city being drained; and thus the newp of the lately 
diacovertd.gold^mountain beingmade knowiiin the Braeihan capital, 
men of aid dcsciiptiops went in crowds to this land of promise by the 
way I of StJPaqrs, which was the only route then knowti. The first 
settlers: might have previented the expoaure ctf their good fortune, 
had .tbey- been able to moderate their joy, and consented; to act id 
concert ; I but as gold was in such grisat abundance, every individual* 
appropriated 4 lot of ground, and thus became a capitalist. £ach 
strove which should make the most of his treasure in the shortest 
time, and thus.thene was a continual demand for more negroes, more 
iron, &c. and, in the general eagerness to obtaia them, the secret 
which all were intwested ..in keeping was disclosed. The Paulistas^. 
indep^dent in ^piritj und proud of their wealth, were desiltras of 
giving laiirs 10 1 the new-oomers; but tbd latter determining to oppose 



i this measure, formed themi^elves into a party under the guidance of 

}i Manuel Nunez Yiana, an adventurer of some coofiequence, who 

strenuously asserted their claim tto equal rights and adv:antage8> 
Disputes arose on both sides, and were at length: aggrayated into 
hostilities, which proved unfavourable to the Paulistas, the greater 
part of whom fled to a considerable station of their own, and 
there awaited reinforcements. Viana and his followers, without losd 
of time, went in pursuit of their foes, whom they found oh a plain; 
near the inte of St. Joao del Rey * The two parties met on the bor*^ 
ders of a river, and a sanguinary battle took place, which ended ia 
the defeat of the Paulistas, who afterwards made the best terms they, 
could. The slain were buried on the margin of the river, which, from 
that circumstance, took the name of Rio das Mortes. 

* 

The Paulistas, bent on reirenge, but weakened by defeat, appealed 
to the sovereign, King Pedro, denouncing Viana and his followers.as 
rebels who were attempting to take, the district to themselve?, and 
set up an independent government. The King^s ministers, apprised 
of the state of affairs, and learning by report the immense ricSies of 
the country, immediatdy sent a chief, with a competent body of 
troop9, to take advantage of the strife between the two parties; 
which, in a country tenable by a few men on account of its nurne-* 
rous strong-holds, was a most fortunate circumstance^ Thie name of 
this chief was Albuquerque ; a man of enterprize. and perseverance, 
in all respects qualified for the service on which |)e was sent. His 
appearance at first occasioned much confusioa and discontent among, 
both parties; and though he was not openly opposed, yet he was in 
continual alarm. The Paulistas now saw that the dcbes which they 
in conjunction with their rivals might have retained, ytere about to 
be seized by a third party which would reduce^ them both to subor* 
dination. Disturbances prevailed for some time, but reinforcements, 
continually arriving from Government, tranquillity was at length 
perfectly established ; and in the year 1711 a regMlar town began to 
be formed ; a government-house, a mint, and a dep6t for arms were 
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built A code of laws was enacted for the regulatioa of the mioes ; 
all gold-dost found was ordered to be delivwed to officers appointed 
for. that purpose ; a fifth io weight was taken for the King» and the 
remaining four parts were purified^ melted into ingots at the expenoe 
of Government, then assayed, marked according to their value, aad 
delivered to the owners, with a certificate to render them current. 
For the greater convenience of trade, gold-dust was likewise permit>- 
ted to circulate for small payments. Notwithstanding these strict 
Fegulatibns, a considerable quantity of the precious metail in its ori^ 
ginal state found its way to Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and other ports^ 
clandestinely, without paying the royal fifth, until Governm^t, ap- 
prized of this illicit trafiic, established registers in various parts' for* 
the examination of all passengers, and stationed soldiers to patrole 
the roads. By these means, gold in immense quantities was seised 
and :confiscated ; the persons on whom any was found forfeited all 
their property, and, unl^s they had friends of great influence, were 
sent as convicts to Africa for life. The greatest disgrace was at- 
tached to the name of smuggler ; and such was the rigour of the law 
against offenders of this descnption, that every person quitting* the 
district was obliged to take a certificate stating whither he was goings 
and what be carried with him. This regulation is still in force, and 
is rigorously observed. 

Villa Rica soon enjoyed a considerable trade with Rio de Janeiro; 
the returns were negroes, iron, woollens, salt, provisions of various 
kinds, and wine, all which at that time bore amazingly high profits. • 

About the year 1713, when Dr. Bras de Silvia was appointed^ 
governor, the quantity of gold produced was so considerable that 
the royal fifth amounted to half a million sterling annually. The 
Rlonntain became pierced like a honey*comb, as the miners worked 
every soft part they could find, and penetrated as far as they could, 
conveying the eascalhao which they dug out to a convenient place for 
waging. In rainy weather the torrents of water running down the 
sides of the mountain, carried away much earthy matter containing 
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I 

dehcate particles of gold, which settled in the. ground near its^base* 
When the waters abated, this rich deposit gave employment to nnm^ 
bers of the poorer sort of people, who took it away and washed it at 
their convenience. 

Antonio Dias, the person already mentioncid aS one of the leaders 
of the Paulistas, who didfcovered the place, having become (extremely 
rich, built a fine church, and dying soon after, bequeathed to it con- 
siderable funds. It still bears his name. Five or six others were 
begun aiid soon finished, as neither wood nor stone* was wanting, 
and the inhabitants were all ready to contribute a share of their pro<^ 
perty, and to employ their negroes in furtherance of these pious 
works. A law highly creditable to the. wisdom of the Portugueze 
government was now enacted, to prohibit iriars from entering the ter^ 
ritory of the mines. What treasures were^ thus saved, ta the state, 
and what a number of persons were thus continued in useful labour, 
who would else have become burthensoine to the community ! 

The town now underwent many improvements ; its sti-eets were 
more regularly built, and some piirts'oftheside of the nib untaiii were 
ievelled to afford more convenient room for the construction of houses, 
■^nd the laying out of gardens. Reservoirs were formed, from which 
water was distributed by means of conduits to all parts, and public 
fountains were erected iii the most convenient and central situations, 
llie mint and smelting-houses were enlarged, and rendered more com- 
raodiods for the transaction of business. About this period the inha<- 
bitants amounted to • twelve thousand or upwards ; those who possi&s^ 
sed mines were either the first settlers or their descendants, and.as the 
best part of th6 district was occupied, the new adventurers who con- 
tinued to arrive from time to time were obliged to enter into the ser- 
vice of the existing owners until they had leaimed their methods of 
working, after wbicli they generally went in search of fresh mines, 
proceeding along the water-courses and ravines, where they some- 
times discovered new sources of wealth. Between thb years 1730 
and 1750 the mines were in the height of their prosperity ; the King's 
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fifth ^dunng aoiacd years en that perioidi is said to have amoootted taat 
least a tnillion sterling annually. .. .-. . t . ■ ^.o - , 
. The mines whicH proiluced thb. Ioibi^qs^ wef^Ub fU.knfl^ Jbecuie 
gradually les9 9bundan^andsas thiiprQciotu? metal diM^i^pefH^ed^^u^- 
liers of ihe Woere retired,, «ORie to the cfQoihQrrcpqjntnir^ loaded >wiUi 
riches, which tempted .iresh ^(iv^ptuieniK aoc^ti)arHf.\'to Bfo^de Ja- 
neiro aad other s^-|ilorts, where they employe^ th|^ ^^^^ <:;ff^i)s^ 

in -commerce.^ • < . - -./r , .- .••- ' :.■♦ r-* r:?>'..' r''- •. '^ f.n^ .•.:--'J.. - 

"^ Villa Rica rfti^e.pnM^p.£ l^'jK»rce}y:r6taif)SJfi.?l^^ 

mer spiehdoiir. Its 'inhabiMt8<. jFJth tfce ejtcepti«a>.of ^ifi,«9^|9!i^ 

keepers, a^e Void of empldyrQent k ^1^^ tQtall3& i^(>ct tt^e %e>,eQ|u»- 

trj^. around^ .tibem^^ Whic^ by. pipper.c^tlvation*. «rQ«ld,.(iaH>Ij^:g9Pr 

^pehsai^ %k i^e Ion . o£ the wealth, ^blcfat tbietti a noptl^rei , fjf^^ ^f(^ 

iiubmora*''*^ 

itljk^ tirifit diein J^or active Jiifo ; ^peipetuatty iitduJIsng i9 y^iifmftCir 
pirosp^cte'oftudd^ wealth, thj9y,£iQ£y;t^«ii}89lm ex^qofptei^ fi^ioiitia^ 
Hiniver^al law denature )>j( tj^e^ifefit 

Ibf lii^ browi' 111 t6nt9m|>latipg th^ iortaQOS accwnulated )af ^xx^p^ 
jdecessdrs, they; oveitook the. iodttftry. and jpwWfefj^n^jfi lyhj^h \S^ 
ifained them^' and entir^y tosQ taight Qf ^he change of pirc^tDstefpcjl 
Whicif tendeniho^ q[ttalt^ s^Qvr doubly oece^wfXN, ll|fe^f^^(;9«;#B> 
of' inen wib -rise to ^opulepc^ from ivfx^ begiiuui^. s^qQi^j^ftiK 
Jiie exadapie-set before ^th*^, even ych^o. tra^o^d tq it;i ^w.^eg 
ihWuld a Creoliah, reared ID idlenes9.&nd igporanoe* fed anji(jt|i4fg4^ 
ine^b^efits of industry ! Hi& lie^rpeg coo^titute hia prii^cipal^pi^. 
^(^rfjjr/ and theni! he maha that the. pCQ^ty p^ t^eicl^^yfr 

Wdly defray the expenses of their {Oftintettaqc^^ .in^^Nv^^^ 
course of hatuie thisy becqroe old acid imaMeito urock, ,yet h^.^^r. 
tidues ill ttiesa&e Hsiless and slothful way, cm* sinks into a stat^ of ab- 
sohite timctivitjr; not knowiiig l^at to do froiii morning to night. 
Th^xdqilQttifa^TdogiBeMcy M iBil«K)ftt*tbeiimvei^l cltaracttt^ 
tfa« deseei)d8ti#^($P^<^ brt^hai fetd^rs ; ever^ trade 13 o<:cupi!?4 
eithelr by tnuM^tb^s'^d^ of which classes seem supe* 



( ITT ) 

rior in iQtdlect to tbeir master^/ because they maike a betted uMt 
of it. : *• 

During my stay here I paid frequent visits to the mint, and wai 
liberally permitted by the officers to see every process performed 
^ere. In the smeltihg-^house were eight or ten small blast-furnaces, 
in fbrm much resemUing Uacksmiths' hearths. The fuel used i« 
charcoal. When a quantity of gold-^ust is brought, (no matter 
srhether large or small,) say, for instance!, six ounces, it is first per^ 
muted, and a fifUi taken for the Prince ; the rest is put into a Hes^ 
sian crucible about three inches in diameter, which is immediately 
}daieed in thefuhiace. A quantity of corrosive sublimate is then 
put to it, which, on being heated, exhales very strong fume^; thc^ 
fdorias, if any be formed, are taken off with a pair of tong3, and 
more sublimate is added if required^ EbuUiticm sometimes occurs^ 
in which case the crucible is covered with a bit of common tile^ 
As soon as the mercury is evaporated, the gold is poured into an in*^ 
got^^nould, previously rubbed with animal fat ; it is afterwarda 
turned but into a tub of water. The ingot generally, in some par(i 
w 6ther, has mercuijr attached to it, which it seizes Immediately^ 
and the part of the goM thus affected assumes the appearance of 
lea/d*. To remove this, they hold.it in a strong fire with a pair of 
tongs until the mercury is evaporated. It is afterwards sent to thcr 
assay-master, who first compares it on the touchstone with gold bars 
of different alloys, ascertained and marked, and then assays it. The 
two methods being found to agree, the assay-^master stamps upon 
the ingot its degree of fineness, (called toqucy} also its weight, itS: 
number, the name of the place, and the year. It is then registered 
in a book kept for that purpose, and a copy of the entry is made 
out on a slip of paper, in which the ingot is wrapped, and delivered 



* In England I once knew ;m instance in which an infol with meicury tboa adhering to 
it, in the possession of a person ignorant of metaUingf , waa sold at a rednoed price, as if the 
4i>cokwite4 part had really boen lead i the pMcbaier tSaa tufp ^l ia g tint to h» the cmc. .. 

4. A' . 
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to the t^wfter for circulation* 'The operation of melttng a giten 
quantity seldom occupies more than ten minutes or a quarter c^ an 
hour ; that of cupelling about double the time : but I have, seen 
men deliver their gold-dust^ and receive it in a circulatit^ focm io 
less than an hour ; so that little delay takes p1ace» and as. there ^re 
six furnaces, the bringers of gold have seldom to wait for their tumi 
The pale colour and low quality of various bars of goTd are always 
imputed to the silver, {ilatina, or other metal contained in them. I 
have. seen some ^ as low as sixteen carats, and others aa: fine as 
2i3i carats, which is within half ia carat of what is denominated 
pure gold* Twenty-two is the standard, and gold exceeding that 
tieceives a premium according to its fineness. 

Considerable quantities of arseni(^ai pyrites, said to be cobalt^ 
were brought to me: I examined 9ome specimens with. the blowu 
pipe, but found no vestige of that metal, as the substance in no stage 
imparted a blue colour' to borax or glaps; Martial pyrites :is found 
about three miles from the town, where' there is a very strong vein 
of it in quartz* Antimony waa brought to me from iM)me distance^ 
and also a few bits of copper much oxidated, whioh were said tw 
have been found in the washings at a town called Caldnones, but 
this I had great reason to doubt i Not afewimpoaitionsviiespectiag 
the discovery of copper were attempted iipon me* One mas 
brought a rounded piece of jasper, about an ounce in. weighty and 
With it half an ounce of copper, of the fonn and about the siise ofa. 
^ucjo-shot, which he told me had been produced by smielting a stone 
similar to the jasper then before me. I with much difficulty jpeiw 
suaded him that the person who had performed the operation for 
him had dropped a copper coin into the crucible. I was astonished 
to find that many persons, even gentlemen of some conseqiiencct had 
a notion that almost every red-coloured stone in the pavenient of 
the streets was copper. One fellow had circulated a report that bfe 
pQss^ed several pieces rich in that metal ; but, on being sent for, 
and queiitioned el<Mely,.he stated that he had lost themin reoMxring. 

9 
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^ lo another housed It b hot sarfMrkiDg that tales of ^Ib kind should 

gttfD easy credit among person* stimulated by avarice and blinded 
by ignorance, and that the artful men who invent and propagate 

< thetn, should be tempted by success to repeat their impositions, and 

< corrupt otheiB by t^ir example. The rich iron ores with which the 
1 district abounds^ and of which I saw many specimens, might furnish 
I employment much more profitable than washing for gold, or follow* 
1 ing otber idle and chimerical speculations. 

. During the first few days of my residence here, my soldiers pro- 
I cured me a quantity of the finest porcelain clay I have ever seen; 

I that used in the n»nu&ctory:at Sevres near Paris is inferior to it 

It is found at the foot of a mcxmtaiti of argillaceous scliistus, called 
San Antonio, near Cangones do Campo, in a vein accompanied with 
quartz and specular iron ore* 

' A week after my arrival here, I was invited to go to a pottery 
a3bK)ut three miles distant Crossing a bridge over the Rio del Car* 
men, at the ibot of the town of Villa Rica, we ascended another 
* steep mountain, on the summit of which I found iron ore in great 
quantities. Though not very rich, I have no doubt it would pro^ 
dttoe. 8i!K per cent, of metaL The want of wood, which is here conoH 
plained of as an oi]^ectkn to working it, might be remedied by 
{ilanring; for this aummit is a fine plain which proper cultivatioa 
tri^ld* vender highly productive. At present^ though so near the 
tosrn^ it lies tobaliy neglected, without a single inclosure' upon it 
The pottery, at which we soon arrived, has been but recently 
established* The day is used in its native state, without any ad-* 
mixture, and is cleared of its coarse particles by washing. After 
the water has been let off and evaporated so as to leave it of a 
sufficient consistency, it is put on the wheel and formed into plates, 
mugs, jars, &c. which are bulky and heavy, but by no means strong* 
They are rendered less fragile by l)eing covered with an excellent 
thick glaring. The furnaces have no chimneys, but consist merely 
of a low arch in which are several vent holes. The glazing furnace 
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is reverberatorj) but it is so ill consttiict^d m fo destroy milch fiiei 
iLTid produce little heat. Throughout the whole district theie.'b £im 
coarse clay for bricks^ tiles, &c» ^ . ' / . 

I was here invited to taste some wioe^ nwdi^ifiipm: grapes grower I 

on the spot, which was excellent.. A more happy. sitnaitioii. tiwm/ 
this vicinity affords for the growth of fruits of: eifiary Jund ean 
scarcely be imagined. The peai^, the olive^ and the mulben'y would 
thrive here equally well with the grape, if proper pains, wlereital^eis 
with them. A skilful agriculturist would with g^ieafe.ease» I ma cer^ 
tain, bring it into such a state of iinpnovement >ai^'?loiaBrF^ Ahe 
double jputpose of a cmn and dairy farm!; exceUent. : wheat mi^ 
be grown/ and a certain quantity of the land kept uaider artificial 
grasses for cutting. A fine stream of Water mvs thiough* the whok^ 
with a sufficient fall to turn mills. : ) :; > 

\ The principles of husbandry seem 'fts little understood h^eafi in 
any part of the territory through whi<Si vf^kistd, hitherto .travelled^ 
Perhaps there is no country on the glpb6 where the vidssitudes of 
plenty and scarcity do bot prevail, and wbere human expecieiiceims 
Bpt shewn the iiisc^sity of laying by s^ store in time .of abundaiwef 
as a provision for a season of: fiimme ; but'^hereithis.s^liiftaf^prao^ 
tice is almost wholly disregarded* The caitle iare turned ent onithe 
unenclosed tracts*, and left io, subsist oh; wlwtever' they .can :fiMl* 
ill the summer mobths, when the grass throughout ihe >wide ^tsnt 
is burnt up, they flock to the margins of the rivuletS'<as tjieir.kist 
resource, Which soon fails. Numbers of .thenotidie of fitmiiM^ and 
those that sutvive the seasoa are so exhausted aodt weakened that 
they ^seldom thoroughly recoyer. i ",. -^- :;m 

• : A stoiall mbutit in the vicmity of .this, pottery preseated tmuob 
fetruginoUB inatter, and a substance that a|>pe9Ufed to ne faarybds 

in a mamillary form, it speciqien.' of which I took with ^qie^) iJino* 

\. '^ ■ . * ' i • 

' • * * ' i' .• . 1 ' ' » r I * t \r Iti ■ 

I - ■- ■ ■ ■ ■■«.... 1 ^ f r- i. ■ ■ . . t- ^^ - ■ ■ « - 

* Thfe. finest pacts of these tracts, in. the best season, are by no means so ricK in grass av- 
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^jlTetttiai to iBo^nd it hs& been: proved by thd analysis of tke 
«»Qiin0Dt Dr^ WoUa^n io be bydrargylite without fluoric acid. 
. During my stay at Villa Rica, I rode to the city of Marianla^ 
tiistont eight miles, *by a 'tremendous and almost impassable road^ 
aioBg a ridge of 'iidc^utainst ; and . afterwards went thither by the 
general road which passes between two high hills, and for jsbme 
idbianoe along the river side, all the way oa the descent . The 
margins g£ the Rio del Cairmeri, which runs through the town, have 
been wnhed the' whole Way frbm Villa Rica, parties from which 
pteoelieU pesaerion of this settlement as early as die year 17 10^ 
daimiDg it on ^ccoilut of the gold^ brought down from thence by the 
ournsot of >the ri^er^ It wda made a bishop's see about the year 
1715^ and* was. caHed Cidade de -MkrIani^ in honour of the theq 
mgning Queen of .Portugal,- the present Printe Regentfs' ' grand-* 
hiotibai:. .It is >a soiall^neat, and wttU-built town,: containing irom 
iox to':s6ven thousand inhabitents^ Here.is a college ibr the«duca^ 
timaoi y^ung men destined ItooTithe churoh^ Diei bishop is a prdate' 
c£ exitniplary : char^ter, apd .is beloved by all who know him* .The 
phoa has itery.litdelriule^ .i^txiepeodaxfaieA 
jfaoBffi ifi< its ^vticiiiityW' : jM«ay iSMBeraresidp^here whose ^orks^-are 
9m^lnA leagaes 'distant> ^(€mie;.of ihemf eKtending^ to the village of 
CwamMgOiiimitAtkt6di\»f9^ latj^/^l^A i which strfetcbei westward 
fnimvl^icoafinfi8:lofftlie <;ity;.v'..') :i : ';\i/;: /.-'' r\) ;..ir 

: : Uaviing'.nstdbd in^!Viila*Rici^ toari^ a! fbrtn^hivl: expresseda 
dence to visit txro estetes, forty.miles distant, .known by the names 
Qff.BBrro:.aad.'Ga8tr0l, bodfa r belonging to the Cond6 . de . linhares: 
Between the years iSJOO and ' 1740 these estates produced muach gold^ 
aad ifverir/itfaett in ^the pofafei08i(» of ;Setihdr'JVfatthias»jBarbo$a» d 
settler of great respectability, who took up these lands and drove 
thoAnthrafiopha^ Ikm.tliem;. .-He,. becomiiig 'very rich, sent ;.his 
only daughter to Portugal, to Iba oduoaffcedv [where >she'remained4\ and 
after his :djeiafth inherited /his .nrhalft jiroperty*. > Skp jwas fmarned.m 
tisboa to. a gf n'tl6man.t>f <h€^fa(inily<]Qf iSoiiu^'/aikd £rom them/i^Be 
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deftcended tJie tvo notflemen of that ttam^^.-Htho'iiov imid.bt^ 
official situations tinder tbe Prince Regent. Hi» -ExoeReiicy ^ 
Condi's steward furnidied me aud my wordiy firiend witkamleSt 
and Mr* Lucas, the Judge, obligingly oidered every necessary to be 
provided for our journey. We rode through Marifema^ and armed 
at Alto de Chapada, a A'illage, three mites distant ftom it, situated 
on an elevation in tibe midst of a fine plain* ^We^soon afterwards 
reached a very high and confined sitaatton, between two perpeQ*^ 
dicular mountains, from whence we bad a bird's 4&ye view of the 
viMiige of Si. Sebastian; From this steep we descendedi wAth grent 
diflSiculty, on foot, to the Rio del Carmen at its* base, over vbidtla 
a very high-arched and picturesque bridge. > Passing this ntviae we 
proceeded a £bU league by die liv^ side, tlurough a rich country 
atxiundkig in;fiae idopiiig htlis and fertSe plains, .^aterad. bj^nanie^ 
fous. streams which ^w into the Hver in vari6u»direeittoas, and all 
of wiDch bear vestiges of haidng been fi^nneriy nashed /for gold* 
fbe road side exhibited similar Tcaittiins, • and seemed toihavefaeea 
at some period connected with the itver, which,', ah j^this part, is aa 
large as the Thaosies at Windsor. We passed tfirciligh San Griataaba^ 
a straggling thinly peopled village^ * and/, proetedieg dboot ^tfarae 
tniles furthfar, arrived at as indiflbiisnt hoiee, ' caltfid Lavraa y«ikaa$ 
where we halted .for the night, having peiibrmed half .<mc joimieyi 
The owner of this place found it difiScuh,' with tthirtyi erifoi>ty( tie^ 
grbes, to maiatain iumselfr-decentfy, thbu^ Ate laiidrwasistiaMplSile 
of every species of ciilijuiie; and heeded only the band of aadostry 
to reader it prodnctke; . £very thing about' tbe estafalishnient e!&^ 
hibited a pitifol spectacle of neglelct, IndiffBitmde^ and^abth.' > fit ii 
but justice to add that 'he treated es witii the greatest dviHtyi koA 
Wnply supplied our rieccssitifes*' * »• ^ » 5 ' ^^ :* 

Leaving Lavnrs/Velhas at -eight nest morning, ^we f^88^>Mom 
dos' Arreas, tiiexbuiitry pnestioting^ still fiiM^^vallbys and . egccelleiM 
tiinber^^ but totally destxtnti^oof chtttle. ^ ' Asicetiditigi a hi^ hili mm 
w«*e tmitaerged for abo«itithlK>i|ift(iv.ia>clou^ and^ex{K>sed%0'S<Ma^ 
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poly rraia: we esperienced'oh tAieroad bty dayJ; Jiiiibe/nigfat Ihe vmu 
^ometimesi fell ^ frfdn tifuUy. . ' We ofaseired. > some CKceedingly < large 
Woriii3^ stretched fliotioileBS an i ihe road/ whicb our ginde told iis 
were sure signs of iDrel ireather.^ > Erbm this height we saw.i;fae Riq 
Gualachay whicSb^/inth anotUsr river^ joins the Rio del Ckrmeii abdut 
ten leagued helow^jzmdforins theliio San Jos6. Pfoceeding^inthaA 
dtrodtionithfoiigh .a 'fine oduotry; ire: reachedAltos de'&t. Michael^ 
where the!riter last mentiotied-is. of cont^iderable width, biit not 
4eep/;-It& wMeis iareiextpeineily' turbid, on aecoiint of the mud 
ias^ght imn^the.jgoy-rwi^ along the banhs^ fhrnob its sooFce 4o 

l|btis:|^aQ& .i^eae; h^ght?- {soniraand aifine view'of ^thfeewUidUi^ 
of the river ; at their base there are yestiges of one of the oldest and 
tilfsrt €afenttif)ei^gid4Hwaflfain|s, raAmk yiddedi ifaudi -trsasiise to' .its 
dAseewerersuodpmptiebM^Sb^ Matthias BaiiMsav The coiuntij if 
vitilwvtobded^' fa»t ra^eriitbtQly peopled'; I : expressed sooiei.idrprise 
•t observiag.na gcMd idwdUhg^hoiises' ill a:distridt.irhich :foroq|erlji 
prodded ^so/.m^K^hwiehkb^^'a^ was:iQ&cniedIthat/the first, minecs^ 
•agchr to, takevlhej dDtem ^ t|i^?gddit6^as laigeian extent .as thej^ 
clHild, iseldoniinniaabediiin^imi ^he samt spot,; and cantentefl tbem^ 

Ml\$es V ^Mrth : : building ' shedi on i paooboi toi aenre fiir tbein temp6rAiiji 

• ji - J •^••'»%f' •« 

residence* •*''»* j * .• • *. ^ , • j " ,• ' . j . *, i « • ■ . ^ • • * i ♦ ^ • . * 

^;Dese«ldipgttlids HiibwtaiD^ iWe edtcs^ of His £41^ 

celkttcy^ eattsd Ftoeada.do Bantr, a^d vnere sbswa the house at. a 
4istaiice of neariy aieagpe^ od* a pleasing eminence^ «near the: riirepy 
side^ * OaariiTiogj aii )exoeUent dfiner;was: provided for us^ of whio^ 
lia^ing beea: eight] houw«^ii our/mules^ we partook very he^rtily^ > / 

. ThelikHuievand: indeed, the whole f^stablishment, were stmkingly 
superior, io point of convenience,, to- the miserable places -we had 
bteky passed. 'Having diaed, we tefieshed onrselves with a walk io 
garden^ where tlie coiTtie^-trees in fuJibk^om shewed, at a distanoe^ 
as if loaded with snow. This spot^a^rded a view of a most eD<( 
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chaotiiiig couDtry^ direnified ivith gjeotle emueocesmiid larjgevaneyt 
widl clotlied with timben Frmii Uie- farther imargin of the river^ 
whkih Hows at one hundred yards distaDce in fiioiit of the houses 
mes a /fine hill» well calculated for the culture of eveiy species of 
produce, and connected with others of equal li^lity. 

: Oh the ftill6wing day I was chiefly occiqiied: in -visiting every parf 
nf iihe estabhsfament. The distil^house^ snglip«ei^ine,:aiid com^nn}}, 
were very much out of repair; the two lattcgr were iwwvked byhori^ 
^ntal water-^wheels of great power* The buildings of the faaenda 
form a square, the southern side being occupied by the house,' and 
and the three oih^rs: consisting <^ dwelliiigs for the negnmj 8toi»* 
hooMB, carpebters" mid blacksmiths' shop^ and other officer 'oquallji^ 
iisefuk' * "''i ';)'>. 

; iHatviag nquested to see the eat de, I wassheit^o sewen floe #dl« 
proportroned ibows ; theif calves were old; and they Mag unaecaso<» 
tonufd.to be milked rqgulaiiy, gave very little. I jriyi ified ta rtie 
pjet^ile my mA to instruct them in the Qianaganieiit of a daii^ 
after the £n^h mode ; and the carpenta hearing ay deMfiq)tioi| 
of a dium, readily assured me that he oould make oofe, and set 
about it forthwith iu. this £Dilowing ioamMir* fite pmcuifed a truofe 
<^a tTjse of the length and girth roquiced ; sawed it lengthwise i» 
two equal parts, which, (after hollowing them sufficiently, and pro^ 
|niing a bottom,) he joined with two iron hdops so tightly as to hold 
waten The churo*staff and top were soon finished s but now an un« 
expected difficulty occurred ; her^ was no place free from dust and^ 
4irt to serve for a dairy, nor any . pan fit to fadd the nilk. All tho 
cookingtpots that could be spared were cleaned for this' puip6se, bui 
they were quite, of the wrong make, being wide at the bottom and 
barrow at the brim* They were, . liowever, laid by alqng. with the 
chum, to be used the first time the*cows were milked. The good^ 
lady of the house assisted in our preparationst and seemad much in^^ 
t^KSted IP them* 
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In the afternooD I fode tint to see the gdd^^MfaingB. On >the: way 
thither I observed a man training a hor^, with a cord attached to 
the bridle in one band^ and a. whip in the Qthen- Two pieces of 
feather in the form of breechings were sewed to two iron rings ; cine 
part was put over the back of the animal^ the other part slipped 
down as a breeching ; the part on the back was to preireai its slip^ 
ping lower. To these rings were tied cords from the horse's fore« 
feet, capable of being shortened or lengthened at pleasure^ The 
horse being put in motion, took very short fpiB*steps, somewhat like 
those of the chargers in equestrian perfomwnces. : Horara thus 
trained are here called pacer ^ and are in gfeat revest among per<- 
eons of distinction of both sexeft, their gait being very easy- and 
graceful. / - . 

" On arriving at. the washings I saw a great extent of ground 
already worked^ and immense heaps of qua^btpse' stones* :On the 
margin of the river where they w^re tfien working,^ I finind them 
eutting away the bank, to the, deptl^, of at least ten. feet, to g^^ 
the, cas6a1hao incumbent on the rock. The substance they had to 
cut through was clay, so strong that^ though falls of water were let 
upon it, and negroes were constantly working it with hoes of various 
kinds, it was with difficulty to be removed. This was not the only 
impediment, for, by the constant pn^ipitation of mud, the caveat- 
hao was five feet below the bed of the river; hence, when they had 
sunk their pits, they had to use means for drawing the water from 
them. The hydraulic machined employed for this purpose are con* 
structed as follows: A trough or spout, made of four stout planks, 
forming a cavity, say six inches square, is placed in an inclined po* 
sition, with its lower end in the pit; where a roller is properly secured 
to a pile driven into the ground : an iron chain, with peculiar links, 
on every ope of which is fixed a piece ^f wood, nearly answering the 
interior dimensions of the spout, is passed through it, then under the 
roller, and over the outside, up to the axis of a water-wheel, which 
being put in motion, causes the discharge of a column of water equal 
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to the. cavity . These machinfis are oalculated to miae a greail.^al 
of |!Pater^ biit they are liable to be throvro out of repair. In many 
oases bandf^pumps would, serve the purpose better, being made a$ 
lUtle tcpuble or expenae, easily repaired^ and alwaysi ready 9)t aq 
houifa iiotice. They are here. utterly unbiomi,. 

la >Uie .operalioQ ^of getting gold, the heavy work is> a9»gned. to tbft 
male negroes, and. the lighter laiiK>ur to the females. The cascalh^ 
dag fromi thesq pits by the forneri is carried away by the l^tt^r iq 
gameUas, or bowla^ tOibe wa^ed. Wheo.ai siiflicient quafility ha4 
been j^ocuned, the aaen. proceed, torthat process,, whiqb they pcjr^ 
ibrai much io^ the ^^ay afareadjr desciibed in treating, of 1^. PajUJl's^ 
I perceiyed^ however,, that faere.4/hey did no(^ in the fir;&t instance, 
attempt to separate the gold from the black oxide of iron, b|Lijb.«mp^ 
tied tbehr ganndtas into a larger vessel, by. ringing theni in tl^e water 
whieji it coatained* The; sub9j4Bce deposfited ip this vessel wapi df^ 
Uvered out, in 801^11^ portions ofi abouib a, pound es^ch, . tb the qK>s|; 
ski)€uhl waafaeiB, as the^ opecatioBt of WasMng,. or* as it was: ten^ed^ 
purifying it^ oequiced gneat nideness* and; dexterity. . Some qf th^ 
gEaiiia of gold wiece so fineaa to float oq. the surface, and pf cQurs^ 
iwei»Jialile. to. be > waisftied. a way io tjbese repeated changes of w^^,; 
to pretvent. which the negroes. bmised a hw hiandfals of herbs on. 9 
fiftone» aad laixed the juice, io. smail proportions with the wM^v iq 
fcheSr gamellas* Whether this, liquid did in reality Ikn^.tp precipir 
tote; the . gold, I couJdnot positively a/seertainy but the negroes cerr 
tBuJiy iftsed it with, the greaitest confidence. 

There is diioUier mode of wparatin^ the gold from the caj^calh^p^ 
caiped.canoe-^ashing, which is. e;Uremely interesting. The canoef 
BWrmade ioithe foSlomng manoer: Two ten or twelve inch planka^ 
.about tndve oc fifteen feet io length, are laid 00 the ground, formr 
ing aa incUined plflAe, sloping about one inch in. twelve : two other 
fdanks of similar dimeoaonft are fixed, in the same direction, at the 
lowea end, forming a second inclined plane, with a, fall of ^x in^e^ 
from^ tbei former^. Oa their ndeft Me bos^ placed edge^wise, £md 
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rtdoed f dowti 1x> idR i^iind so as to form long rimUow troiqiiH^ the 
boMoms of irhrch are ciovered with bides 'tanned ivith the hair on^ 
having Ihe 'hairy Bide oot^irardsi or, in defect erf these, with rough 
baize. Down these troughs is conveyed the water* containing the 
toide of iron and the lightet partides of gold ; the latter snbstcHice 
preoipitatmg in its 'Course is eiitangied by^th^ 'hair. Every haif^Kwr 
the hides are taken 'up, and terried to a tank neBt at hand, formed 
of four waUs, say five f«et>long;» four broad^ and four deep, and con* 
taining about two feet depth of water. The hides arfe stretched <pnr 
this ^ tank and well beatenr, thf|h dipped and beaten vepeatedlyi until 
all the gold is disbntangled^ *after whioh ^ey: are carried back tmd 
rbpla'ited in the troughs; 'Hie tanks -iaie locked up at n^hts^ and 
trefl secured* The sediment taken ^from them being light 4s easily 
washed ia^v%(f by the band in the htanner before deseribdd, leaving 
oikly the biack oiMde of iron, called esmeril, and the gddv which m 
so kneftheLVtneneamy' is used to separate it. The ^pmoes%' as I shw it 
|]i6dbri8l6d, Was as follows : About two pounds weight of oxide of 
iron, vtftryiidh ifyfilie grains of gold, was put ia a clean bowi ; • m 
quantity />f mercury, a|;K>ut two ounces, was added to it ; the mast 
of oxide, which ^as ve|y damp, was -worked by the' hand for afabut 
twenty nitnutes, when! the mercury appeared to have -separated the 
esMeiil, and to* have taken 'up: idl the gold^ assuming A soft doughy 
in^dss, that retained any fotm into whieh it was squeezed. The grains 
of goldv ho wever, remained not amalgamiated with, but merely enve^ 
loped iiy, thfe' mercury. The inass was put idto a folded handker^ 
chief, and an ont^ee or more of miercury was wnitlg dr squeeaed from 
it. The rest' was put into a smailbrAss dish^ covered with A few. 
green leaves, and then placed over a charcoal fire, where at ^a» 
stirred with an iron rod to prevent the gold from adhering to* 
of the -dish. The leaves were occasionally changed as they 
p^irched by the heat. When taken ofi^, they exhibited in some parts 
small globules of mercury, and in others white oxide ; on washing 
them with water, nearly half an ounce of the former substance was 
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obtained from them^. l! ever obseired that the gold after this ope- 
ration was changed in colour from an agreeable sofl yellow to a dirty 
brown, and presented a very different appearance from that wliieb 
was jiot subjected to mercury. 

' By way of suggesting an improvement, I made some drawings and 
models of earthen .vessels for evaporating, and afterwards condensing 
the mercury ; but the quantity of gold requiring this mode cff sepa-^ 
ration is so inconsiderablie, that it would scarcely be worth their 
while to alter the process now .practised. 

. I rode over various.parts of the estate, and more particularly along 
both banks of the river, which, as; well as the bed, appeared to base 
been much washed. ..The bends, or parts where eddies were forn)ed^ 
vrere the places noted, as being rich in gold. Wherever the margin ^ 
foraied a flat, or level, the. cascalhao continued under the mirfaci^ to 
some distance^ appearing like a continuation of the bed of the i*iv9Fj 
which in all probability it. was, as the river is known to have been 
much < wider formerly. The parts tbftt: were then working, atpd 
•thers that had yet to be worked^ hore a very unpromising appear-: 

* An opportunity was soon afforded me of carrying into ex6Cuti(H\ 
the proposed dairy, experiment * Having obtained, about six qaarts^ 
of milk, (which, oh account of the scarcity of grass, was very popr,); 
I put it into the culinary vessels that had been set apart for it; but 
such 'Wcis the state of the place in which they were deposited, that 
though! placed banana leaves over them, the surface next .naming 
was covered .with dust* I took off the cream in the best manner I 
could, but not being able to find a cellar or cold place for it to stand . 
in, I was obliged to leave it in the same room with the milk, where it - 
was hardly secure against the pigs. On .each of the two following 



^ This species of sublimation on a small scale interested me greatly. Could it proceed 
from any glimmering of science in the minds of the negroes, or was it merely an accidental 
discorery ? 
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tnbmings I obtiiiiied abouttwo gallons of tnilk^ which being added 
to the other, was in due time churned ; and, notwithBtanding the 
disadvantages of poor milk, improper utensils, and bad keeping, a 
tolerably fair proportion of good butter was obtained. The people 
seemed highly satisfied witfai the success of the process ; but I had strong 
doubts that they would not pursue it after my departure, as they 
must naturally dislike the trouble and care which it required. Such 
was the force of their habitual and long-cherished prejudices, that I 
have no hesitation in saying they would take teii times more pains to 
procure forty-shilliqgs-worth of gold at an expence of thirty shillings, 
than they would to obtain forty *»shillings-worth > of butter, though it 
were only to cost thenl five. 

It may be expected that I should assign some reasons for entering 
so frequently into detail upon one oi the simplest branches of rural 
economy. I have- to observe, then, that ere I left Rio de Janeiro to 
undertakje' this journeys I was informed that the cheese generally 
consumed in that capital, and regarded there as a luxury, was the 
produce of the district to which' I was going. Its taste was some* 
times - so extremely rancid and disagreeable, as to be utterly *un« 
wholesome, and from this circumstance I judged that there must be 
great mismanagement in the preparation of it. All the farms which 
I bad occasion to visit on my journey to Villa Rica, and from theiice 
to this place, folly confirmed my opinion ; for, miserable as was the 
condition of every department belonging to them, that of the dairy 
was still worse. In the few places where they pretended to prepare 
milk for cheese, not only were the various utensils in an extremely 
filth}*^ condition, but the rennet was so putrid as to be in the kst 
degree sickening. I endeavoured, to 'make the people sensible of 
the advantages of an improved mode of management, and wherever 
I had an op|)ortunity, gave them information how to proceed ; biit 
as oral or written instructions were little calculated to make a durable 
intpression, I determined, when lei&ure and convenience should 
concur, to enforce them by example. The first and only oppqrtu* 
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Bifty of tbb kind rpreflbnted itMlf at tbe flffoieiidE'dd Barro:; and I 
tras the ^mon induced > to avail myadf 'ofr it^ from {comiderhig tfa»t the 
preoedeotwlnoh Iwkhedto givelsDtfae&rmetaotthe districtiwbuld'baye 
greattur influence by 'being sanctioned by tlie approval of -His Eiccd* 
lencytbeConfd^ de Xinbares. Tberemik^ as I'havejnit observed, was 
not venry flattering to any hopA ; ;a solitBry experinient can do little 
towards re-forming a-gcoeral evil of long continnanee ; and there is 
no probttbilityr that tiiw ovf any other btanohcf tbe 'farming "systeno c^f 
the-oountry ^ill'be impvoved, ^until the igreeA amd'^ optflenft zea^U 
oufilyt unite 1w the accomptbhtnent x)F an object*so hi^ty important. 
Iti<our edioumions^ thnmgb 'vantious pnts of the estate^ we observed 
on the exterior of many of the trees a great viariety of crimson lichens, 
wUch, on bmig ateepedoBi waiter^ impart^ a v&y strong tinge of 
that coloor« Here were -excelknt. barks • for tanning, particulariy 
that iofia dree caflefl CanHbttdai which doe» ^liot redden orcoh>urthe 
hide. We found nuiily .beauftifU 'varieties of the jacaranday or rose^ 

wood. 

'Having resided lat Barvo seme days, we set oivt for the Faeenda 
de Castro, distant about ^even miles^ where* we arrived, after a plea- 
sant ^tide. over a ^mouBtainpus a«d 'finely^wooded district, containi ng 
largie tracts 'Of rich virgin land, watered by Qiany> excellent streams. 
l%is noMei mansion was erected by: the fint possessor of the district, 
Senhor Matthias Barbiisa. It is very spacious and airy, having a gal^- 
lery « in front fortyMsight yards long, to whichi open fourteen folding'^ 
doors^ or windiSfWs, extending nearly from the top to the bottom of 
the Tootans. It lis situated ' near the confluence of the Rtberon del 
Carmen and the Rio Oualaoha, which form the San Jos6^ a river as 
large as the Thames at Baitersea. 

We did not rrest labove an hour at this fazenda, it being our intent 
tion to visit the aldea orvillage of San Jos^ de Bami Longa, situated 
on the confines of the territory inhabited by the Bootocoody Inditos. 
Crossing the river by a flne wooden bridge, built about fifty years 
agpi b^t still in tolerable repair,* vf% proceeded uk>ng the bank^ which 



was . embenifihed wiifih seM^ral g»r<teiia^.and) p^eaebtediMpiie f^ 
appearances! of cultivatton than we had of laite beeniaocustQiiied tOr 
Tiew. The climate i& much hotter than at Villai Rica, on accouot .q^ 
the lowoeas of th&isituation ; and. we were informed that, fhiits of 
every kind, particulariy^ the pine, grew.ia this soil to great perfbotion 
in size andidnenessxnf flavour. . The^ trathof these accounts. we could 
not: ascfiirtaini. as this was not the frti^t-^seasdn. 
' Aftei! travelling about four mile&.we: arrived, at the. vill^ige* I^ 
being Sunday, numbers of people bad comefrom.yaiiousipai'tftin 
the neighbourhood, to attend divine service, and,, after it w-asover^ 
flocked ia crowds to the place where we alightedi It appeared as? if 
the whole population of the village, men, women, and diildreii, i^ece 
possessed with the same spirit of curiosity, so ^at Wiasi theif 
eagerness toi get a sight of us. We dined/ in a mixed company of 
ladies, and gentlemen^ at the house) of the wprth^i vicar, wh^ kjopl 
a. very hospitable table, and paid^ iis the most flattedrng attention^ 
Ai military officer and a judge, who .were of the party, entered 'iotd 
conversation; with, us; and it was* difficult 'to^ decide who were the 
most inquisitive^; they, respecting die motifes aoi objects of (mi 
journey, oi: we, nes^cctingthet skate o£ 4iip icountryv the AnthropOH 

phag], &c ' • 

We learnt that the village was founded about twenty-three yeara 
ago by a numberi of 'Portugueae, who: were tempted toi settle,, ih a 
spot so exposed to the depredations/ of; the Bootocoodida, by the 
gold with, which it abounded^ At the prc»ent day, I was inCcMrmed 
that it contains about four hundred- inhabitants, and that th^ 
vicij>ity is well peopled^ so that ai sufficient force, is always at: hand 
to repel the. savages; w.ho, no, longer daring to attack openly^ 
now have often > recourse to stratagem. When they hay6 marked 
out a house, andi ascertained its strength^ thpy set fire to.it by shoots 
ing arrows widi fire-brandsinto the roo^ and fhll on the unfortunate 
inhabitants as. they are.attempling to escape. Theae sarages^ accus* 
Umied to Jive in the weod^ and wdl practised ^ib^idl the arts nequi^ 
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rt*d'^^ cattehlng tlic w^^ thiey subsist, have a 

thousand strattageois' for wajr^-laying the settlers. Sometimes thej 
irender themiselves invisftble by tying branches and young trees about 
tbeifi, and fik their bows itoperceptibly, so that, when a poor negro 
or^ white happens to pass near them, they seldom miss their aim^ . 
At other tim^ they rub themselves with ashes and lie on the ground, 
or make pit-falls, in which they place pointed stakes, and cover them 
with tfwgs and leaves: They have a great dread of fire*arms,' and 
betake tbemsehre* to Atght wheiiei^er they hear' them : biit these 
weapons vsrcr by bo means/ so general among the settle!^ 2» they 
ought to bei and the>' fei*r they have are^of very* tndifferent make/ 
and ik^qiiMitJy aHbgether useless; It sometimes, though rarely ,hap^ 
peD9, that tfie ti0l(Her& siiipiise the abbngiries, in which cas^ lib c6m* 
bat takes ptace ; fthO' latter run aWay a^ speedily as possible; '^nd 
their pursuers, taking vengeance for injuries sustained, seldom give 
quarter* Those ^viiom they make prisoners they are obKgdd to tie 
batid • and ftwtj arid carry on a p4de to a place of security n if any 
one of th<^ni be loosed but for a moment, he burets away, and flees 
iato the woods like a tiger,. leaving his puMuers behind.^ ^ey^ are 
unta|»eable^ either by stripes or kindness^ ; and, if they find no means 
of escaping fifom coofinement, they commonly refuse susteitance, and 
die of huug^W'f - r v 

The injuries bccasiottally done to the settlers* by these savages have 
excited the attention of Government, who have pasised a decisive 
law against them/ A proclamation hais been issued by the Prince 
Regent^ in which they are invited to live iti villages, and become 
Christians, under a promise that, if they come to terms of peace and 
amity with the Portngueze, their ri^its shall be acknowledged, and 
they shall enjoy, in common with other subjects, the protection of 
the state ; but^ if they pei-sist in their barbarous and inhuman prac* 
tices, the soldiers of His Royal Highiiess are ordered to carry on a 
war of extermination against them. Those w1m> are taken prisoners 
are^ at the disposal of their captcM^ as slaves, for the space of ten 
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je^Ts; It is cbubtfol whether the offers of conciUatibn oontaiDed iii 
this proclamatioii will produce in any degree the desired effect; 
for the Bootocoodies have an unconquerable aversion to a settled 
way oflife^ and a rooted antipathy to every other nation ; nor have 
tiiey intelligence enough to appreciate the benefits of civilized so^ 
ciety ; so that there app^trs no hope of reducing them but by the 
dreadful alternative proposed in the latter part of the decree. One 
reason for having recourse to this summary mode of dealing with 
Uiein, which will probably outweigh any arguments in favour of 
gentler proceedings, is, that the country they inhabit contains gdd, 
snd the settlers and adventurers are desirous to obtain speedy pos-^ 
session of it. Some officers, well acquainted with the locality of 
the territory, and skilled in the art of conducting an Indian war^ 
are already employed in this difficult enterprize. About two leagues 
from this village is another called piranga, situated hear the margin 
ef a river of that name, which at a distance of four leagues joins the 
Ban Jos6, and with it forms the Rio Doc6. This river runs through 
a fine country, in a northerly and afterwanls an easterly direction, 
discharging itself into the sea in lat. 19^ 90' south. There are three 
islands at its mouth, called Os Tre$ Irmanosi (the Three Brothers). 

Were this river rendered navigable, what benefits might accrue. to 
the fine eountry through which it flows ! Large quantities of sugary 
cotton, and other produce, which the soil is capable of growing, be* 
«des excellent timber for exportation, would then form the basis of 
lan extensive commerce, by stimulating the industry of the planters, 
who are at present averse from cultivating beyond the extent of their 
own consumption, on account of the heavy expence attendaiil on a 
4and-carriage of above five hundred miles to the nearest sea*port. 
- Piranga is perhaps more exposed to the attacks of the Indians 
than the village of San Jos6, but there are some gold^washings in its 
neighbourhood which tempt the inhabitants to brave that danger. 
'A sHKiU band of horse-soldiers is stationed here to parade the con* 
fines, enter the woods, and go in quest of the savages whenever in- 
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fbrtnaUom is rgtv«i);: Yet^ nx^ttvithsbaading. thtew <p0h^ (he 

yjllage is never in perfect security ; a house in its iaimediate vicinity 
tvas surprised a fe\vmo»ths^pFevtoas<ta our visit toitUadxatidbt. 

We now took leav^ of ibe^icar andlilEi gueits^taiid^ I may add, of 
all the villagers, who came ' put to M^tite us as we passed * Returning 
to CastiVf I rei!nained the whe^e 6f the xiexit)f;dbv to examine, the 
establishment. It i6» built, .like that at Baimy m the form of a squans» 

tht^idn^eQin^ bf iti^.oegroes'f<Htning;three wies, and the mansion the 
fourth»'the:entranQi& being in ifrdmt throngh: a . pair ;of gate& whieh^ 
^hen ;»b.tit». secure .(he itWaole.! r Thendoms in.^ <nianiitm were like 
ande^t halls,, Adotned with ^ahringSi and fittetdr:upi8fidi«krmshedt after 
the^ld laftbtoo. / Hem weve^dlonderbusses,! swords, and other wea* 
pons for; defence, uted iB'TorOMr^^;. when- thffJioiistp .waslkible to 
-the coiktinjua! atttLcks of the Botitocogdiea; rTbe stairs^ gallery,, .and 
fibors wer^ of $ile ^^?oi^,.'Of a Quality inhitib tioie bad. not in. any 
degree perceptibly ir^tired^ Attacheditc^ ihe. house iwere the remains 
cH^ a sUgHTHEnill^ .distiUbtou$6, ^fdm^ttiJl, >and.a maithioe^ wog^kad byva 
^trap and ir|i%ndles, rfbr spimiiiaigcotton;'aU;in a state iof neglect* The 
whole establish tnent bore' marks. of former opolenc^ and grandeor^ 
frotb which jt appl^ared to haire ^ladilaMy declined' aa. the gold^^wash-^ 
ings<^t the; confluence- of th^ riv^iand in;ot]ii$riparts. bed become 
exhausted. The f)egroes 'Wete now all ramoifed to ; Qarro^. exc^epfc. a 
few itiifirm and sick, who were sttttidn^ hese tolM^'thelo^psioniin 
ord^, (this beitig considered as alighteimplaytnentfoii.thfim,) uni^ 
sucb time Ws their 'eohvi(lesci^M9e' .shodd fit them for resumipg 
thdrUbOnrs along with tti^irlKetbneniat the lOt^ 

Having made a sketch of the house, 'acuj.vbitedevei^ part winch 
interested me, 1 returned by the same roadf to Barro, where I em«- 
ploiyed myself in making li topographical map of tbe>river9. distin- 
guishing by different colours, the plaeesakeady wa^d for.gold^ those 
which' were then washing, and the' yet^nworkedigfoupds^ « This. sort 
of map migtit'be made od a large /scale, so as U» include a whole 
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district or partebi sinrbece flM^ is^yeral >i^ims»: tr gpkt^beds, in tfaenr 
different^ stages, ttiighA hti iejcfaU^ited \ at > one vitw.^ 
^ On this estatef aiti .empk>3f cd ooc^JbMiidiied/aiid.fifty^ n^roes^. of 
all descriptions, who, oniSHcihtexjcfiUont land, prodiu&ing every i^ecesH* 
sarjr ibf food andolotbing, iO]tg1iiilH;:ejEpected ito earn considerably 
asore than ttiehf owAibaintcimtiee i j^«t a former steward mumaged so 
ttt'foKt\i'efity successive yeara^ tbat^iidtlMmgh he had nothing to j^ur- 
tiMuie:but« little iron, d Ad thoagb the ^Id-^mih^s were then mere pro^ 
du6tiv6:than at pre^eilt^heinaifc th^estaUi^ment annually into debt 
to theshopktepdrsetf Axilla Biea. \ A atn^ circunstatice laay account 
f6r this misfnaii&^ipeJit;^the4Mbfe^ipi^^ 

At present^ the lefefiGete is iJi a xiiuuchfmoii^tprosp^KiuflL way, being en; 
thiated ta tfad okse-at: anotlieri stewa«dt iwd three oirerwenr all Cre4 
oUmis. r 1%& latter t receive: a ^salary ; of itlii^y miilfeea ;(about tixie 
pounds stei4ii%) per iasmhai,' iiestdesi their. ]^ bud^ 

tiess is id ^soctfte^e^biklers.of th«;sliew(eMMl^ aoditofsujpemitefid the 
laboUr<if;theaegioes«oiiiB|itted'tO:tli6i]f 'Ilb^ laad a lift 

f}f extfeoie indoleoee^ mever patting their hands to any; species of 

The general diet of. the OMintry-peoplefih t^ia fend, of Canaan is 
somewhat similar to -that io£ the. mioers in; tiie vicintjr of Si PauTs^ 
already described;: /^Tjie rosaiflert his.atewardi and, the ovecseers, ^it 
down to a breakfast «ffkidniey«'btiSBS of » Mack cotouk*, rboUed, iirfaieh 
they mix with tihe flour lof Indian xorn,i and eat with a little dry pork 
^ied or bdled. The dinner generally coiisists,,alsD, of abit of pork 
or bacon boiled, the wateir froin which is pouied,upcm .a- diifa'of the 
flour above-mentioned,, thus forming a stiff ptidding. A large qiian« 
tity (about half a peck) of thisJood is poured in. a- heap on the tabJe, 
and a great d^h of boiled beans is setnpon it: ,eacb person helps him^ 
self in the readiest ii^ay , th^ebcsng dnly one kni&, which is very often 
dispensed with* A platA ontwo of colewotrt or cabbage-leaves complete 
the. repast. Tlie food is eorotaionly sttrved^up in; the earth to vessels 
fised for cooking it; sometimes on pewter dislieft.: ; The general 
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ticrisnige is wat^. At rapper notUog ii» Mtet^-biit large qu£fp4itie9 
of boiled greens, witb a little^ bit of poor bacpA to fla<vour thean^ ^ -Om 
anj "festive occasibo, or.wheh strangers appeari the dinner orsupper 
IS improved by the adc)ition of a stewed fowL . • . ; 

.The food prepared for tb^ negroes is Indian coFDr^flour, mixed with 
hot water, in which a: bit. of pork has been boiled. Tlvis dish serves 
both for.bi^eakiait and- supper. Theirdinner consists of beans boiledi 
in ; the same .way : This unibrtnriate race of men. are here 'treated 
ivHb great' kindness and hiimabity^ which, indeed, their good beba^ 
Tdourseems to' deserve. They arcl -allowed as ihu^^ laiid as they can| 
dt their ^Jeij^nre, cultivate^ ^SuBday« and hdlidays being by law a)4 
lotted^to them for tha[t pi](rpose^)*aad ^re permitted to^ellor di^oso 
of. ' thieir . produce i as rtbey . please; Thear owners' clothe • them * with 
sliirts:aQditrowsens made of coarse 'cotton, which is grown and w<Mr6Q 
OR tbeiesteite; > ^Tbdr days of labobr areratfaer long : before sun^risf 
9 /belLrin^l^Bualniioii; tbemtc^-praye^, which atie recited^by one of 
the ovbadersr and repeiiied by't^icdi^flffegati^n ; . after< "worsbip'ls 
pver^they proceed to work, at if hick they- oontimietiU after sun-^set) 
when prayers are said as in the mornings, An hour after supper thef 
a^e em})l6yed in preparing |roqd^t6ibufn, takinglndian corn fibm 
^ h^ski^ and. in^ x>tfaer itt^l#^r^op^raiti<Mls^ Swelled necks ^arajKH 
lincomutoB aiQotig the tnen-B^grdeSv; but dii other fespects t^ey ap* 
peaTfhealihy: /i saw fi^w or ttcMicr afflicted witb^lephiintidsis, <^r>with 
any cutaneous disease. There were Albany very aged of both sexes^; 
a. few- could bven TQfdember their :old i master, : the first ^ possessor, 
though he has been dead i}pward» of'4xty'yeara« - « ' 

- .Tbeii: principal article! of diet, ' the &riafaa< de niieibo, or fl<^ur of 
Jcidian corui ^ippeared so paiaiableand nutritive, that, after livii^g 
4ipbrvit for some timey :I had the curiosity toi inquire into^th^ mode 
of preparing it i&om the gmin. . k is^tsoaked in water^* and afteiw 
"wa^dsppunded-in its -swelled and moist stately tosepurate tlMe'6«ter 
jHisk* \ It then^ appeai^s'almpst granulated, and is put upbn copper 
pa^as, which hayeafireuhderneath, and in these itis kept constantly 
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9f ]ffmd> ttfitii lite 16 df y .•aridiit > ^ jetttiog^ /Bubi ' sobatitiite . fox biread is 
|ia (€K^nnnoti among the abhabitants^Jberotaa •]& tbei^ttinl^aA 4^ Pao or 
maiuiiocai among tiieipecKpteioftfifio de^ Janeftb^^St^.PaiiKsy and lOtfaenf 

districts...-: . • ' J:- ,. '■^'. ' i I' i : .'■ 't •■;{•;;•..{ ; . • ' [• . , j\ril 

^'iiiFb^'gtainiisr.grofyKn always /on vifigifa lahcb^ tdeared by buimingi 

aftbr. the manner a)feadyhdel»caribedi.r Jni/gDod.iseasonSt iCmt^ So other 

mofdsfy when4he:4r(f.wedther.al|owstbeifeH€ti .wqmI to be completely 

ipedd^ed. f <> adbes,^ the > return - is frooh ode; Ihindred and . fiffcy < toi ivm 

hundred busheJsfdr/oneJ ; Weeding i» ohljr peifonnod after tM^. seed 

has beenaishoritiiiieiri theground; iddeed^^the.grawiiigdrQtis.sui^ 

ier less /from the^neglect of thht operation ^ than fit)ai tfaeidepreda^^ 

4ions bfrats, ^hich are frequentlyfKwry considqrabkl < ,f -; » . 1 

* I On the state of s6ciety : here L had. tittfe!leisure;tfi make. observ- 

iktions, ^ A geneml delnlity seemed. |0: prevail among thefem&les^ 

^hich I ioiputed. to thef want'of b^^l foiod aad more exercise : .4:iiejr 

eOolfoiG tfaemsehes ; pdnciiVally : to. the . tw^mtHrif ^Gtnsf^Qymmta.xli 

ftewinig, or. raBking l»oe» > While .at 3b.- Jidii6 1 wwi mAi»j)^inaIesl£rdnii 

'the country, .di«8s^ intgowni madeoCBng^ish'.pniitd.^sekndof^hem 

had'^voollen mairiiea^ «dged witb gold. laoe<rorl M9ache8ter:Vfilrdt» 

.thrown 'kxM^ly overi.th^rieboukterft i.'fh^iii.hDiv/xr^.mi^abtjr fiisf 

tened with combs, and they iagtawfel.vfimtUiieliVllftts^n J!be)9»en!^ 

4W)8t . of. whoiQ bekmged 'to t^e^Iniljti»^'appel»red irt uviforms.' .Nd 

4wo things Qin be more dififerent.thao ^e.^eshabiOtf £«id 'lull-Klce99:*of 

<a nominal militia : o6Scec. : iWlipn t at fcotne, he.aie|dQni ,p>ttta ion. niOr? 

.than haKjhi»)dQthe8t:.ovferiftniiQh.lk9l.th^>i^s.ft«.$ld^^t CPftt ; .and 

'Saunters about the house. ia.liMB<'«ittird^din ^wiK^ng.tiil iii^tj a tru^ 

picture of idleness.: . Qn!6«»aiday9, or.iQii)gala-^ftyf<«'^)«r^Qme :hours 

«pent in decof»tiog bib person, Ihef rallies forth* cowpMely metamor- 

.phosed . from a fi}ipHsbl>di j8fov;e»JMd a)sppwe«; («$cer,< ghtteripg Ji^ a 

T^eiglttoif fp\d> lace» on AfhorsettalpaiisQa^ iiiatH<«qu|Ekl! spletidor, forgE^ 

ing as finel a sight for the gaxtng^nqltitQde.as'aigefOfffial'atajrefieMr. 

He observet) no;;n)edium botweeii itbese: extvem^S), b9in|; always 

very shabby or very fine. - 
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! Diiiiilig iny'May 8t Batfro I :wfib^ >prdsetited with sfome mgularly 
fine fitiit^> equal iinfltivour to fiieBli>aliriorid$/dL^ 
preierVed by^ dicing- only j sot as to tiedomea vfthiable^article^f com^ 
merce. Having never before heard of this fruitt I am induced- to 
give w brief acoouht oi hk • 9%^^ ^^teiior Mibstabce js^aboot i the size 
of'U'faQ-gprown* cocoainutLwith t&e^iriiktjOQ,!^^iuiyinin6 or teninchefe 
Mnglapdfive ot iix^m tbH fhidkest fiart* Mt groivB silspeiided ftoia 
die^ lomifdi^ by . a frery . sUndter 4mt istibi^ stem. ' > This shett is fbU^ of 
kemds^ t».tbeoamber^f/from thiitty to fifty, of the shape *dii«aU 
ifacmd^^ fbutiiiricQ^drllifanoe^th^ siae^ dic^>osdd tn^rangea or layers and 
se)>ai^t6d from' each bthoT'iby ^a Dvshite pithy substabcej^ As theste 
kernels ripen, the top'ofitbe^sfaed^-ivihick appears like a lid, isgra^ 
dually forced open^ anH''*Wheil>^t&ey '^re at full tuatcrriiy, the larger 
part^ ' liliich^ contains ^em^ ; separates, and > falls' to the ^obnd • The 
trees,: at the'»seaBMK)«^ shedding^ their ^fruits,- <aire frequented^ by 
Vild bogsi l^eiids of ^ mi}ak iesy * flocks "of panrpts, • and other birds, 
wbi<^h ileverl quit them W^ile atiy of '4hese deiieious hiits ' remain. I 
was credtioiy inibrmQd'tUatt sbme trees have .been known to product 
abo^&a«t6n "treigfa/l in>a*«eds<M. . Otoe 6f |he nuts^ I preserved and 
bfdu^t mtlr ine^' i«hicbl>4ient to t"^ enligfatS^ned phibsopher > and 
tfuiifien^^natatiUist ^SirJvsepH Bai^ ^><' i > i> '// '. ; 

( 'We Udtritooki leave ef> the good people at the fazenda, and re- 
turned tdVittaRlba by the Way we came/ I had, with great diffi- 
culty, pT6dnfed'a'4^antityi^bUtter^i made alter the new process, as 
a pr^sisnt lbr>M#ilLa«&s, «bt^ijto^g^,^w^^ fresli 

'and sWeetr- Dn pasfirrng ' Lafvras < Vdh4s^' asr we returned,: we were 
«hewn'Mme>exbeUeticHhohona^ very like that of Pern, and said to 
posseiss ^ dioilar ^vopertite ^ in a • high d^ree* From the specimen we 
toaw, th^m was''eveiy)i«ai9i(tQ 'to beltevse, that, i<^ fairly introduced into 
^actide, it tnigbt;^bel adibynpistered^* in>^inany c^es^ «»ith ias^ biuch 
«u%cesb cis^ iWuviao bark ; atidi ^i^ .:grgat quantities of' it ini|^t be 
procured h6re,e the experiment is^^certainly Worth attending to by 
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v^ndjitol wetm>' .'l ^iit>r pareeloC it-boi»e» but; by sotne! aqcidqnt 

)dthei: it wjas lost in the Gustpm-imuse* - 7. i . : ! ; 

' In many paf t3 , of ,our route we migbt.bave coUected'ui9^ct8| but 
they reqmre so ^ch.atti^ and careen preserving^ cfmr 

Veyanoe m :great a distanide, that I.gwye up the purmfii. jr It. ap« 
{ieared to me extraordinary^ that I ibad not^aipce my arnjralin 
.Brazi]» 'Seen'fexcebt in the cabinets of th?. curious) tpore ^^han one 
diamond-beetle, thpugh I had frequently searched for tliQin^ in, almost 
every variety oCpIantatiqn. , . ,. . . •- ,. . > i ; n ..i . s .: 
.During roy absence from Villa Rica; one; of my /sqldierst bad <pro|> 
cur«I nje a full pcHind. of .native bifiiwurf^h , iw . lumps^ <x0ne jpf^ itbttb 
exceeded .ati dupce in "weight It ia frequently ^fqit nd i in j tbi^ : state 
(Covered with a yellov'oxid^ which prc|Tes»l;hatit»is out of ils-plac^ 
ia^ it ongiriany oeours ,ui. <vein^ i iM)^yipk»ciesig^4>j;tit<^.i9|}d,yarioii8 
iron ores, \fret«' also' brought inp. v.. : I<. . -i ;'l .; . ..i. ,. 

I bad Qomraissio^ed some petscvosoto ; Qoljeot land 9b«Us;.ibrini« 
during tny- absence, and was ^oipij to; tay ^*ii|; .^ti6c«[tioir; pf8r 
senfed with sixti'of mfini :c|h«e^<it btP^H/.iColQw^iiVltJb^ bfoauUr 
ful pink mou tbs, i vbeloo^ng : to, • a» ntuw'wmf^f: 9f. 4 tba. I19II t . Jlaving; 
kepfc theiii a.fewdays; rwitHouV.t«l^ii)g>9.i)A.tb«.anj||}a|S|,)I:W^j)sufr' 
prised to find that bne of thci ^tteii.b^d lav) iiKO f(ggp9. I had Wit 
before iniagined tlmb they wem <^iriparQvi9» . |. tok>|c; Qnei of .the'sbcills 
in myiiiand; while, the .«iAiii^ yfM (iri^iUng«/^h«o,iit:imtQe^ialte](f 
fdldedittself, and' Watered very ii|ui<:kly» Ml trbiffh Qx^rtion . another 
egg was. deposited ( in the mouth pf th^ ($bAlI./-i-AU the : eg;gs , wene 
about the sizdof a sparrow's. /These .i«;e^eith9i9ply:]M<1^9b^li9>l^: bad 
seen on this jouCDisy;. '. > .' ':,',. ,7 .-..■... -.i ;., . .-, !;..;.,-:i 

On resttming my yisit to the rolot I .tOQlcAQ eftrjy Opportunity* of 
stating to the acting governors my id^a^respgc^agla n0^. regulation 
for supplying mercury to the miji^rst. ; Qn|e» ^i»4C idpip^diinent (kh thie 
iise'of that nvetaU so essiential iniicertaiij biiapches of.tbe pvocbss, 
was the exorbitant price at which it was exclnsively'.sold by thie.apo*> 
thecaiies, genoally upwaids of two. 9hiiJil»gp the fHtoicQ. i: I. si^ggealcd 



( £09 ) 

that the mint flhoukl' be l^e general depository for it^ ind that it shoaid 
be issued from thence to the gold- washers without profit. By this 
negulatioQ the article would be brought into general use, much to 
tile benefit of the state as well as of private individuals. I also 
gave them models of qarthen vessels, which might be made at small 
expenbe, for evaporating 'and 'condensing the mercury, wUicb, if 
waiversally adopted, would effect a great saving in the conkimp- 
.tion of that article. :' i . 

The remainder of my stay, previous to my journey tb Tejuco^ 
passed very agreeably. In' the evening parties to which 1 was in* 
•vited, and which generatiy consisted of ladies and gentlemen^ I ob^ 
served that the 'English style of ^ dress prevailed, particularly among 
the fprmer. The boiises of the higher classes in Villa Rica are much 
mote iconveniebt aibd ^ better ^ foraished ^ah any I saw. in Rio 
de Janeiro and St. Paul's, and are for the most part kept in the 
e^actest order J Their beds ' seemed to me so elegant as to deserve 
a particular descriptiiMi. > The posts were of fine wood, fluted or 
carved in various ways i'\hk (sides plain, the bottoms of boards or 
leather. The bed itself was- «(f eotton^ ' the sheets of "fine linen edged 
witb lace^ of home manuifUi&ture^ full nkte inches broad, i. The l)olster 
was covered with fine biuislin, the ends of which were edged also 
'With lace. The* pilloWk were made mund at • the ends and covered 
with pink sarsnet, over which was a^iother cover of fine;.musiin^ ^ 
terminated with bit)ad laice, which being starched and' delicately 
managed had a V<*ry rich appearance. The coverlet was yellow 
stfkiniof a Damask pattern, edged like the sheets and pillows with 
broad lace. The hangings were of the same materials, in the form of 
*a canopy, .without' curtkins. Not excepting the refinements of 
reeerit date in this* article of furniture, I never saw beds so magni^ 
^feat as those of the opulent in this captaincy, 
r £very thing being ttow in readiness for my departure, I waited 
upon the several inhabitants- to whom I had- been introduced to ex^^ 
^iveiS4nfy thanks lor tHe ^ite attentions' they ; had >sbewii me, . and 
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received from * tbem^ ffa^ fhost obligTng assaraiiiced ojf friendship and * 
the kindest wiishes for toy welfeffe. I also, mucti^ to my regret, took 
leairie ctf my valtVed iriehd and feHoW-traveller Mr. GoodatU whose 
sfiairs required Mm to go f 6 1^. Jb^b tlel Key, and thence return to 
Rio de Janeim. Nerer *#aisi a traveller more fortunate in a ddrnpanioii ; 
always itfheeifd^ iand ini spiriis, '> he; had^ the happy faculty^ of re- 
gispdiiig every thing on its bri^bt^^deV B^nd in all the various incon- 
veniences of bad roads, wretched inns, miserable iare, and Worsb 
abooonmodatiottt^ he es^emplifiAd the trath of the atdage' that ^' a 
merry heart hath a >cotitiiiiial'ifea«t.'^ fieing petfecCly niiasteih of the 
language,: and' weH> Jicquaiilted with ditf c^kracter and tntmiiers of 
the people^ he)iti»4e^'hiiBiidf at heme every wh^re,' atid geiierally 
GOotcHred :to diltw ivom th^^ oonteiMtibn of thone* irouhd • hi tti Mxie ^ 
tefMc either for liwly rcMbrk or instructive eonim«snt;> ThM«f tiniia^ 
Ue qinfiliea, die< ofepriag of a etikivaited undenitandhig and an 
exeeUettt heatt^ gB;ve him a;doubte>Gtoffte to that respect and con^^ 
fiden€e:whieh*wer e9et dtiteitaiii Ibr thCMe^whom We ifiistidgiliidb by 
the name iof; friend J • «-'••> ^i i^'iHv.-u 
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CHAP: 
Joutney^frvm ViUa Miom *b Teft^^ fh$^ Capitnl of the Diamond 

.'TSAVING predouilj/ sent leitenr td Hitf Exodleikcy tke €cAid6 
^ A i de linliaDesv. giiring hitt ad «o6ottiiCdf^«y piticeediDgs, I set 

iout.in)m;ViUB RMX^ atteoc^ tbe^two ^dkrr janid my negro 

idetwBx^. I^paswd IJ;>Nv^4ilie'city ^of JtfMiaiiaf and entered updb 
the plami(iito.frktiHtjr:^a]i^dysni^<a^ the hitn j fleaMn 

» ^ftem ^entirely lOveiA^ed. rTo 4%e left I ofbsemd a beautiftilaiid 
rcxnimtic mountain called Jdoi^de Santa Ana^ on wfaibh stbod maify 

. small' Mat hbiiws^ ^urnmdded^by itroffee^lantatk)^ andoraDgeries; 
iti baqe waa^wateied by ^a 4mrvi]|b)t or mndett ^tlie banks! of vfaieh 
contain much gold, and are worked by the inhabitants of thetmount 
Passing on ward, die road became very confined; and the land, though 
now covered wifch wood, appeared to have been formerly undei' cnU 
4ivation% We here met a number of mules laden with sugar, 
destined ibr Villa Rica, or if not sold there, for Rio de Janeiro. 

We arrived and refreshed at a little village called Camargo, and 
passed an excellent house, situated near a rivulet of that name, 
where there is a gold-washing which employs about two hundred 
negroes, and is -said to be very productive. About a league farther 
we passed a poor little place called Bento Rodrigo, and about six in 
the evening arrived at a very considerable village called Infectionado, 
which contains full fifteen hundred inhabitants. It had been more 
populous, but its mines having decreased it was then on the de- 
cline. Finding no inn that ofiered any thing tolerable, I alighted 
at the house of a shopkeeper, who very civilly provided me an 
apartment to sleep in, and introduced me at supper to his wife and 
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three other ladies, whose sodetj ; was very pleasant and cheei^K 
On the nest day, after some trouble, my soldiers at a IcUe hour pro^ 
cured mules, when I set out about ten o'clock upon a bad rb^d, and 
after travelling half a leagt^e arrived -at the Corgo de Infectionado, 
a fine rivulet flowing through a country rich in gold, particularly 
li^ar the village .of Selhta Barbara, wlj^re^ Washing appear in all 
directions. From hence to the village of Catos Altos, two leagued 
distant, is a tract of the finest open country I ever travelled in Brazil; 
it has many features resembKog that betweete -MatiqcU land I)irfapf» 
[«nd itft iB0untatn9 bear a. sdrong similarity totho^e €>^ Westmorelaiftl; 
.There are dips in some of them in Which topajaeis; »afe fotinii but 
. layely aifiy of good quality. This district «ippeared aqtaaliy^i snted 
for ffliping and agricu]tu]:e, the ground being ricb<abewei asuweli as 
Joidoiv, The village of ^ Catos Altos, through which' we^rode^ii^aii^ 
tains at least two thousand inhabitants, and is situated i in at pops* 
lous^ neigfaboiirhood. The public buildings are vtfdl: constriiefed, 
aiid.' the priwkte houses in general ^appear very? isespeotabb^v biit^ bear 
ei^ident marks of decay* >We crossed the river^ . wJiich is broad -list 
shallow, • and baa «wks on- its banks of gt^eater extent anduodtif 
hettec nmnagemeot than any I had hitherto ^seeiiv ' The ivhcAenvi^ 
cinity is irrigated . by aumeiioits rivulets^ manty of irhich' arte' di^ 
verted firom their courses ta a great distance for the 'purpose of gold« 
wiashing. In all parts, eten on the tops and sides of the hiU<^ we 
observed operations of this kind going on ; in the valleys theteweiie 
many spots still rich in.gpld^ which had not yet been washed.' > 

Ccmtinqing about six miles over this naked country, wa entered 
on a more confined road, and passing a village called Cocaes, pro- 
ceeded half a league further in the dark, to the mansion of Senhor 
Felicia, the Captain Mor of the district, where we alighted, having 
travelled this day above thirty miles. On beii^ announced I was 
immediately shewn up stairs into a suite of handsome apartments, 
furnished with great magnificence, where I was introduced by the 
Captain to his amiable lady and daughter, ^e were joined by 
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Br. Gomedes, rniBftn of taleats and science, with whom I enteced 
into coo venation,, and who afterwards shewed me a £ne collection 
of gold in various fonns, some like duck-shot, others laminated with 
micaoQow: iix>D, others arboresc^it. He had also some specimens of 
st^lftctitic matter, on .which nitre was forming, others of specular 
itpn ore, and three or four fine pieces of chrome, which I at .first 
took for realgar. From this gentleman I received, considerable in* 
formation respecting the mineralogy of the country, which is so dif^ 
ficu]t fo be obtained accurate, that I found reason to reject all which 
did not correspond with what I saw« In the course of the evening 
the party was joiiwd by the Count, de Engenhausen, who commands 
a corps of cavalry in the dktrict. He made niany enquiries of me 
respecting. England, that being the. country in which he had received 
his leducation, and to which he seenied as much attached as to his 
native soil. 

, This lai^ establishment, though still rich in. gold, is worked by 
only two huadred negroes^. . One; part of the estate is ah auriferous 
mountain of Achistus, containing beds of micaceous iron ore ; tho 
latter substance forms a thin stratum, which contains gold in grains 
laminated with it It is singular to remark, that the cascsdh&o; 
which . generally, nay almost invariably, occurs in ravines and low 
situations is here found at a very small depth below the summit. 

The discovery of the cnriginal gold*mine in this rich setmaria is said 
to havie been owing to the following accident. Some negroes em^ 
ployed in clearing the land, broke . up an ant4iill of considerable 
sise, when on laying it open to the air, for the purpose of destroy* 
lag or dispersing the insects, large grairfs of gold were found. It is, 
however, highly probable that the general characteristics of the 
^il had Jed to the discovery long * before this period, and that the 
accident here related served only to indicate the presence of gold in 
a part which had not been supposed to contain any. The estate is 
situated almost, in the centre of the mining country, and is reputed 
one of the richest portions of it. The owner and his brother, w^o 
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-areipaitneiis, bme coiidiicted'ili^tOon6efii8 in a liberal way, and are 
said io^ be Very wealthy. It was my jriBh to have staid a day or two 
for the purpose of inspecting the extensive ) ilknrk» which they have 
Opened ; blit T fbrbore to xpake «i&y request of ibis nature, as I per- 
beived, or supposed, some Uttle jeak>u8y or suspicion respecting my 
views. ' It seemed tOr be the opiiiion here, as well as in other place», 
that I' had A mitoion fhxte'OovieFnlacient^ authorizing me to enquire 
ititx) the state of the mihets, and give a repcHit cofacerning them. ; 

In; riding past the works, after having takdn leave of the captain^ 
I did not perbeiv^ any niabhioery used for fadlitating manual 
labour; The tedious process of washing by hand was most generally 
practited ; in BtXtie instances iticlined canoes were used, which, if 
carried to the degree of improveinent of which they are suscbptiUe^ 
mi^tmuoh more effectually answer the purpose* 

Between the mountain on Captain Eelicia^s estate and the village 
df' Sahara' is a^ rich tniiiing district, Wbieh: eiitends^ also to Bromare, 
over a c^ntinuatioo of hilly, country. It is occupied by several opu« 
lent miners, who ' possess many fine gmunds still unworked. A tract 
of land a few niiies in extent is appropriated to agricultural purposes, 
being reputed to be destitute of gold. 

I proceeded foqr leagues, ovet a wdl^^atered and.findy-wooded 
conntfy, to a hamlet called Vas, a name which had become familiar 
to myear through the frequent mention which my soldiers niade of 
^ the good old 'man of Vas/' This person, whose reception of me 
fully justified the appellation with which he had been distinguished^ 
ii:as a farmer from Oporto, who had' been resident here about forty 
years. He bought the estate with twenty negroes upon it, and paid 
for it by yearly instalments in twenty yean afterwards. Thisi modQ 
of disposing of estates is nluch practised, being at once easy to the 
pnrchas^r, and advantageous to the seller, as it ensures to the latter 
a better price than he could obtain on the addition of immediate 
payment. The bouse, which is weU*built and cbnvenieat, haa a 
sugarHnill and distillery attached to it* The sugar is generally s^it 
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to Bio^.und^r ad agreement nvitib the carrier^ gtTu^.hMi half or 
soomtitbes twt>-thiDds of the proceeds, with a pibaaiise of back-oaip^ 
riage of salt, iron, and other commbdities. . i .,. ; r .> 

-: Owing to the kind afindoittes 'of 'oiy worthy host, the eTenii^ 
passed very agreeably. * Mai^ of die' nei^bours came to see and 
converse with me, as I was.the:first Englishman^ or perhaps foreigner, 
-who had ever traveUed sa far into the interior. Their ctirxtoilty^ kd 
them to examine almost every implbment I carried with me ; mf 
saddle^ bridle ^ and ' sttniips were' viewed with great attention ; hor 
ioould they I imagine how it; was possible- to sit in the former with any 
degree of ^safety* -There mis no coi^vincing them that it was mucli 
prefenfole.ito .tfaet Portuguese' saddle^ wihicb has « ridge about eighl 
indies tug^, both befetre imd behisKi, so. that the rider is, as it Weroi 
in the stocks, and, tiiou^ not so liable to be thrown oiit,!has'a mOAl 
gallikig and uncomfortable iaeat. . . . ' ' 

". : Ife ioe&t oabming I'visbted the hegtoes^h6liMil, and was nHi^ 
pleased ta find one set apart for the. receptiml of poor and distressed 
4ra;v^Ukig negroes, \9kki here find, a fiitherly protection, and are aUoweA 
to stay as long a time as may suit their necessities. On taking leAv^ 
of the good old gentleman, I could not prevail on him to accept aiory 
refiranerationfor his kindness, and he replied to my thanks with (he 
%anaMSt assurances of welcome* I crossed a fine streattXy and rod^ 
through: several plantations of^ugar«cane, which were at this seasodi 
nearly ready fi>r cutting. The country, as we proceeded, gradually 
became/ moiieimouiitainous, and abounded with argiUactoiis schistus 
very^fidl 6f>qoartz. After riding about sixteea roiles^ We saw a very 
singuhnr mountain, or bare rock of granite^ • called Itaihb^, forming 
part of a high ridge whicli lay on our left* About four o'clock we 
anived at>a po(M^ village, also called Itamb^ situated near a. ^fiie 
river : of the same name. . This place wasTfonaierly lof soiyie c^me« 
qtienoe, but as the^ld in Its vicinity failed, it sunk intopQveity^itid 
wretchedn^. It contains about a thousand inhabitants, who, de^ 
graded to the lowest stage of inactive apathy, looked as H thejr were 
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tjk» ghiMts of their pfogeniton l^aiiiilaiig tho ruioa of their depiictedL 

weatth« • '. ■' - » • - " ■' '^ '• 

£v^y thing about them bore; a. cheedes&asped; the houM» «>ere 
l^ady to &U to the grobDd ihfx)^^ 'woiit of repair ;> the ^dooiv|riao^ 
were oyergrown with grass, aad the. patches of gardeii^gronnd that 
h^^ and there appeased were covered with ^iffeeds.^ The face of the 
^untry, too, was entirely dftfiecent from that which I had passed :oii 
my way hither, being uniyerKiUy tttsrile, dry, and^tony.tr It may 
wdl be suppoisefi, from .thisMdescriptipo, that cue acoommedatiaBS 
here were ^f the woret kindt : - we halted at a misemUe labode, iwl^re 

_ • 

they ofl^red us some mouldy ladiaii corn) and feijones, ^andf^ - after ^a 
great deal of difficulty^ procured us a fowl. My servant Wfa obliged 
to clecin ,^U the bfetoiiUs bcfote thejf could be used ; asid ^liie ^sc^diere, 
while cooking^ were obliged. to guard tfae>pot lestaomerhali&ifamished 
prowler sbobkl steal it#' The. comnHtadant of the jdaoe/ with whom 
we had afWwards ^ some, coaversation,) answered our lemacks on .the 
.visible sigo» of stacvatido^ in the ^ looks ( of thei viMageirs, by coc^y sa}!>- 
11^,: ^^ Whiles they .g)Bt:Xndian com toeat^ and water ^oddnk, they 
will not dkiif hunger/' . I ;was gbd to depart from this home of 
famine as fast as possible, heartily joining in the exclamation^ ^v^hioh 
the PbrtugueEe have A^estowed upon it t.'^De las miseins de Xtambfe 
Senhor nos Ubre,'' *^ (Erom tiie.miserieaof Itaiobb the- L^ 

: After riding about/fiFe miles, we cawe to^ the EUrer of Oiinees^ so 
named from the numbers of those animals "which formerly iinfested 
its banks. Changing our mules at a village called. Lagos^conabting 
of a few miserable fazendas,'wie.proceeded\a league over a most 
rugged and mountmnous road, andt passing a ridge, ^entered on a fine 
country,.piiesentingto view.. a grand picturesque mountain nearly a 
league distant from us;, about mid^way. up was a large ihouse^ to 
which we directed our course. We forded a rather deep river called 
Ilio Negro, on account of the blackness of its waters, caused by the 
decomposition of b^ituminous or vegetable matter. Its miurgin, along 
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Hrhkh we rode .for some distance, presented ^some fibe .graeing laodi 
Passing through a broken and irregular tract of qpuntry, we aniv^ 
at another deserted village called Gaspaif Suares, add Tode;up. to the 
house abo\'e-menti6ned^ the ownei; of .whibh.was ftom hoootei J>ut hiA 
lady received ine very politely. < Having arrived i rather early in the 
evening,! employed myself sometime in walkingabout the grounds.; 
the mountain on which the house stands consists almost entirely of 

micaceous iron, ore* ; the wall before the door of the house was built 

• • • . 

of that substance. In some parts, to my gceat surprise^ I observed 
it lying ia regular strata, not more than an inch in thickness, between 
beds of white sand. The quantity of ore found in this neighbour^ 

hood ia so conuderable as to hiave induced Government fo domlmenoe 

* 

an irdn-wo(k^ under the direbtionof Mr. Fernando deCamara,Intend-i 
ant of the Diamond Distrjct. In aid of this undertaking^ the gisu<^ 
tleman, at whose house I was a guest, has presenibed a square^ league 
of iwood*land, the only tract of that description in the neighbourfa^odt 
The ground for the intended works is marked out,, and a few blodcs 
Cff stone are pcepared; but the undertaking seenas togo Onvery 
slowly, afkd probably > will not 'arrive at ^ any great degree €xi:per* 
feotion. '..;•••;..• •. /i ' .: '..': 

Tbi» hill and the streams near: it were formerly rich m goldV but 
Ihey have been coxnfpletdly washed, and are. at preset as-.muchex'*' 
hausted as the works at Itamb^. A rivulet which runs over the .top 
of the hill aiibrded: icohvedieoces for washing,, which are very rafely 
tb'be met with.; it is now intended to be conyei!ted to the use of the 
iron niaQii&ct(Mry. 

On the foUowingSdayl continued my xoute northerly^ over a iBne 
oodiitry,; aod, ailer ridings or rather, walking, about .^ix miles of bad 
road with wretched mules, ascended ^a hill aboundii^ with rich com- 
pact iron ore* ' Two leagues of dhe way were coffered with. excellent 
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^ , Tl^t Mil^Mnce cpfKaiw ^^fofoocd^ 9^4*pA fH^*)^ ^ t^f^gP^k iron* 
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oxide of irofa^Md it.a|)peare(l as if the hills were entirely covered with 
that' substance. Without any ihaterial occurrence, we arrived at a beau- 
tiful rivul^, near which stood a miserable hut, where two women were 
weaving cotton. This place, apparently so insignificant, proved ond 
of the most interesting, in a mineralogical point of view, which I had 
hitherto visited* It is called Largos, and also bears the name of Oro 
Branco' (White Gold), in allusion to a granular substance, not unlike 
gold in size and weight, found in a gold-washing in the bed of the 
stream. Tliis substance, which has since been proved to be platlna, 
was discovered many, years ago in the cascalhao below the vegetable 
earth, and incumbent on the solid rock, accompanied with gold and 
black oxide of iron. From these circumstances the people judged it. 
to be gold united with sodoe other metal, from which it could not 
be separated ; and, as the quantity of real^ld found v/as small, and 
the white gold, as they, called it, was not. known to be of value, the 
wotk was gradually neglected, and at length abandoned. I procured 
a specimen of the substance : it appeared accompanied with osmium 
andiiidium^ and was in rougher grains than the platina brought froni 
the province of Choco ; which latter circumstance may be owing . to 
its not having been triturated wifh mercury. Now that the sub** 
stance is known to be platina, it is doubtful whether the work might 
be resumed with advantage, as the demand for that article is at pre^ 
sent so. small, that the quantity sold would hardly pay e^pences* 
Near this place is a work called Mata Cavalhos. 

The rivulet of Largos empties itself into the Rio de St. Antonio, 
along which we rode a small distance, and, proceeding about four 
miles farther, arrived at Conceppao, a large and tolerably handsome 
villag/e. I was conducted to the house of the curate, who kindly as* 
signed to me an apartment for the night, and, perceiving that I was 
unwell, gave me an invitation to rest a day, which I very gladly 
accepted. 

I here received many visits from the villagers, whose curiosity had 
been excited by the news of an Englishman having arrived ; some .of 

£ £ 
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tbem were upwkfdft of eighty years of age» and, as they had Tended 
here more than fifty, they were able to give many curioos accounts of 
the country, and of the progress and decline of its mines. I wad 
much pleased with the information they communicated, but more so 
with the attention of the good curate, who corrected every mfeiepre^ 
sentation, and seemed anxious that I should not be led into error, 
either through accident or design. By some means or other, an 
opinion circulated among them that I was a physician, and numbers 
of infirm persons, principally old men, women, and children, were 
brought to me for advice. In the evening we wefe entertained with 
music by some of the younger females, who brought their guitars, and 
sung several pleasing airs. 

I was here shewn a Bobtocoody Indian boy, apparently about 
nine years of age, who had been taken about six months before* 
He could not utter a word of Portugueze ; but, from the expressioti 
of his countenance, he seemed capable of being taught any thing; 
His eyes had so much vivacity in them that they almost spoke^ esh 
pecially when his attention was attracted by any thing agreeaUe, as 
I found by oflering him a few sweetmeats, with which he seemed 
much delighted. I examined his features and the constructimi of 
his frame with some curiosity, as exhibiting the characteristics of the 
singular race of men from whom he sprung. The face was short, the 
mouth rather wide, the nose broad, the eyes large and black, skin of 
a dusky copper-colour, hair jet black, strong, straight, and of regular 
length, limbs stout and well-proportioned, feet large, probably from 
going without shoes. He lived with a poor woman, who clothed 
and brought him up exactly as one of her family. On enquiring how 
he came there, I was informed that he belonged to a party of Indians 
who were surprfsed at a place about six leagues distant, and all either 
fell or escaped, except this little fellow, who was taken care of, and 
brought hither by an officer resident in the village. 

Being still too unwell to travel, I remained another day, and met 
with every attention and care from the good clergyman and hift 
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housekeeper. Id the course of con versation, he ititormed me that 
he Btudied and had been ordained at St Paurs; and when be learnt 
that I had been there so recentlj, seemed much pleased, and asked 
me many questions respecting the present state of that city, which 
shewed his attachment to it as the scene of his youthful days. 

iAbout a week, previous to my arrival, this village was the scene of 
a somewhat reniarkable adventure. A tropero* going to Riode Ja<- 
netrp withisome loaded mules^ was overtaken by two cavalry soldiers, 
who oitdered him to surrender, his fowling-piece ; which being done, 
they bored the butt-end with a gimblet, and finding it hollow, took 
off the iron from the end, wKere they found a cayity containing about 
three hundred carats of diamonds, which tliey immediately .seized. 
The man in vain protested his innoc^ice, stating that he had bought 
the gun of a friend : he iwas hurried away, and throwd into prison at 
Tejuco, wUere I afterwards saw lum.^ Tlie diamonds were cod* 
fiscated, and the soldiers received half their value; The fate of this 
man is' a .dreadful instance of the rigour of the eicisting laws : he will 
forfeit all his .property, and be confided, probably, for the remainder 
of his days in a loathsome prison, among felons and . murderers. 
What must be the feelings (if, indeed, he can be said to possess any) 
of the man who betrayed him ; for, doubtless, the poor fellow owed 
his misfortune to some secret villain, in the shapi^ of a confidential 
firiend, who, having learned his mode of carrying diamonds concealed^ 
had, for the sake of a paltry premium, or from some mean-spirited 
motive, given notice of it to Government ! How must the miscreant 
recoil at having brought to irreparable ruin, and plunged into that 
lowest state of human misery, perpetual imprisonment, a man »who 
not only claimed his sympathy as a fellow-creature, but was united 
to him by the ties of friendship! 
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^ An owner of mules, who travels with a ntnnber of tfaem, ctnTing gooda for other pfi^ 
SODS, as well as on his own account. 
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The viHage of Concep^ao seemed to me lar^ enough to cbntairi 
two thousand inhabitants, but^ like most others in this ^exhausted 
district, it was fast hastening to decay. The rent of a, tolerable 
house is about two shillings a month. The only manufacture carried 
on here is that of a. little cotton, which is spun by the hand, and 
woven into coarse shirting. It appears to be a maxim among the in- 
babitants rather to go naked, than labour to clothe themselves. The 
vestiges of old gold^ washings in every direction, and the slight quan- 
tities still found in all parts^ from the summits of the mountains to 
their bases, might almost lead a travdler to conclude that the whole 
country wsis at one period auriferous. The surface is in general fine 
red earth, and in many parts presents fine situations fbr iron-works, 
as there is ore and w6od in abundance. It is much, to^ be wished 
that such works were established ; for iren is so:dearat Conceppao, 
and the people in general so poor^ that the mules have seldom a shoe 
4o their feet, which is irksbnie'ti^ the 'riders^ and dangerous i to th^ 
ianimals- themselves, *as they are continually coming down, particu^ 
larly when ascending a ctay-fhill, after a shower of rain. 

Neither here, nor in any other part of my journey from Villa BSca, 
did I observe any limestone^ ihotrgh J was informed that consider- 
able quantities were found near Sahara* 

Taking leave of the worthy curate, I set out for Tapinha^eanga*, 
distant about thiity miles. After an unpleasant ride through a 
tough stony country, abounding in qpartz laminated with schistus, I 
reached ^ village called' Corvos, where there are some gold- washings, 
6ne of which produced^ about half a year ago, a net profit of 8001., 
though 6nly four negroes were enjployed a month upon it. The road 
to the village above-mentioned led through a most uneven tract, pre* 
senting formidable precipices, which required us to travel . with so 
much caution^ that we did not complete our jouraey until an hour 
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* Canga is the name of fenmginotts quartz, fragments of which abound in diis town, 
and are used for paving the streets. 
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after sun-set. I was received into a very respectal)le house, which 
had the appearance of former opulence. The owner. Captain Bom 
Jarden, a venerable old gentleman, came to welcome me : on enter- 
ing into conversation, he informed me that he had emigrated hither 
from Oporto at the age of seventeen, and had lived here sixty-two 
years. He was tempted to settle here by the hope of participating 
in the rich treasures for which the country was then famed ; but he 
arrived two or three years too late : the mines were already on the 
decline, and he was obliged to turn his attention to agricultural pur<? 
suits, in which he persevered with such success that he was enabled 
to realize a comfortable independency, and to bring up a numerous 
femily ip credit and respectability. It had been well if his neigh- 
bours had profited by so eminent an example, instead of deserting 
the country when the gold on its surface disappeared. , That many 
did so was jevidcnt from the declining state of the village; . a.great 
number of its houses wei^ felling to decay, iothers were untenantedf 
and' its population, which Ibrnierly amoiiiited to near three thOusatnd^ 
was dwindled to a third of that amount. 

* Continuing my journey next day, 1 crossed the ridge of a; lofty 
tfh&in 6f niountainsj aboundipg with streams, that; were much jswoIq 
in consequence of the Ikte Taii^ :; xxo,p of the largest, . called I Rio dps 
Pedies, I folded, tbric^, . /and entered on a wide :champaign coUntiPy. 
In many parts'I saw large tracts of bare placed, where the grit^stcMie 
a]ternalted Witli airgillaoeous schistusJ Thenext ten/ipiles Jed through 
sm elevati^d and fertile plain, ipters6cted with rivulets in* every 4ir^c- 
tiois and well calculated for farming, ' but very thinly inhabited. 
Early in the afternoon I reached an eminence, from which I had a 
fine view of Villa do Principe, situated on the rise of a lofty hill op- 
posite, the base of whiciy ti^as wished by a rivulet callied CoHnnhadt 
Ctuatro Vengtems*. On arriving' in the town, I was tJondiidted^td 






* Fbut reiigtems are siezrlf «qual ta a' tfuliing of our montj^ When* this rirvlet waa fiiat 
washed for goldj ibe qiiinti^ptdia^ by eilch gafl^lla atnoatifed in istise to Qm worn. Aa 
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to the bouse of the governor, or chief magistrate, who reeetvod me 
va*y politely, and introduced me to his lady and a party of ftiends; 
with whom I took tea. 

Villa do Principe was established as a comarco,. or district, in the 
year 1730, when the gold-washings were most productive:/ but it 
dates its origin fifteen years earlier^ at which period the place was 
discovered by the Paulistas, who had thcin commenced to migrate 
from Villa Rica and the adjacent.settlements. The town at present 
contains about five thousand* inhabitants, the most considerable pror 
portion of whom are shopkeepers, and the rest artisans, farmers^ 
miners, and labourers. Here is a house of permutation, to which 
every miner in the district brings the gold he obtains, and pays the 
royal fiflh, as is done in Villa Rica« The ouvidor holds the office of 
ipint^master, which renders his situation one of the best in the gift of 
the crown. Here are several inferior officers belonging to. various^ 
departments of the puUic service. As this town is situated very 
near the confines of the Diamond District, aiid on the high road 
leading to it, the strictest regulations prevail respecting the passage 
of all persons thither. No one, except travellers on business, with 
certificates to that effect, is suffered to proceed, until a formal notifi<- 
cation has been made to the governor of that district ; the laws of 
which are so strict, that any person found widiin it, out of the regu- 
lar road, is liable to be apprehended on suspicion, and subjected to 
an examination, whicL frequently occasions much trouble and delays 

The country around Villa do Principe is very fine and opeyn^ beiog 
fcee from those impenetrable woods, which occur so frequently ia 
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iht ^ucalbio then lay near tbe sur&ce, and reqiuM very Utde tiouble to get at, one washer 
could clear about twelve bowls^ul per hour, which was oonaidoed a compaiatiYel j rk^ 
return* 

In the mines they have two methods of estimating the quantity produced : for example | 
<^usitro VengtemsL here mean, four Tcngtems of 'goldir which is equal to eight of copper i 
!«fdiema, in Rittdejaneik^, the iwic tsftittifimimflif^ four ▼wgtcma of copper* 
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other {iarts of the. pmvince» Its scil is in general very productive^ 
arid the climate mild and salubrious. 

At a washing about six leagues distant, a lump of gold was found 
of several pounds weight. From the same place I procured some 
above' two ounces, and obtained the large crystals now in my possess 
siooy.one of wfaichris considered as unique. 

I quitted -Villa do Principe about noon on the day following, rafter 
making my acknowledgn^nts for the polite attentions of the governor^ 
who kindly sent /a servant to attend me the first leagueof the road; 
This mah. I commissioned, under a promise of pecuniary reborn* 
|)eiice^ to ^collect' for me land-shells and insects, against my return^ 
which I expected, would take place in two or three, months ; and| 
from thti^aptness. with which. he received my directions, (joined to 
the prospect of emolument,) I^had little doubt that he would attend 
ito them. ^ ; • '.= '.'• 

•As we journeyed on, I perceived; that the country bore an *aspeot 
entirely different from that in the neighbourhood of Villa do Prin^ 
pipe : its surface, consisting of coarse sand and rounded quarts peb^ 
bles, was almost destitute of wood or herbage. . One faillool^ neav 
the road exhibited perpendicular laminae • of micaceous giit^ wbich^ 
on alighting from my horse and examining^ I found to be fiexiblei 
My soldier, hearing me remark that the country bore characteristies 
which I had never observed elsewhere, exclaimed, ^^ Senhor, we are 
in the Diamond District." This circumstance^ which I had not be- 
fore thought of, fully Accounted for the change. We travelled over a 
very sterile country for the first four leagues, and passed several Ingli 
mountains. Towards the ck)se of the day we reached an eminence, 
from which we beheld a most romantic cluster of dwellings, resem^ 
bliog a labyrinth, or a negroes«-town in Africa. We descended the 
hilly and approached the place ; when, it being nearly dark^ I was 
conducted to a house much larger than any 6f the others, where I 
learnt that the establishment was a diamond-work called San Gon«^ 
zales^ the first which occurs in the Cerro do Frio« It has been some 
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time Ob tbe ' dediDe, and employe about 200 negfoes. Tbe*:ih^ 
tendantp a very intelligent man, had been appiiied of onr ooming^by 
aletter from the governor at Tejuco, and gave m6 avery friendly recep- 
tion. While engaged in conversation with him, I observed (it being 
now moon-hght) some fine cows in firont of the premises, and ' con>^ 
eluded that they were come to be milked, but this I understood, was 
not the case; They were licking the dbor-^posts and /sides off Ihe 
houses with much apparent eagerness, and, on enquiring what Um 
»gnified, I was told that they wanted salt. They>wbre so tame and 
gentle that^ on holding out my hand^tbey licked: it; when, ' being die^ 
siroUs to sefr the effisct which salt produced on them, I proKrarec) 
some,' and gave them a handfiil: ; but they beeame so very utindy 
for imore, tbat^hadJ not immediately desisted aiid retired, their fury 
might iMte produced serious cbttsequences.-^^Thk article is so ne^ 
cessary for the support of the cattle, that their very existence de^« 
|>ends:on it, y^t it is eocunlbered with a heitvier duty than any ofher 
article of iihport, iron alone excepted. Surely, when it is considered 
that; vast herds are daily sent from this province to Rio de Janeiro,- 
each paying a tbil of nearly twelve shillings on crossing the river 
pjandbuxia, theimpohey of this diity must be self^vident, because; 
in raising . the price of the commodity to an excessive degree, it 
cfaiecks the breed of cattle, and thus .ultimately defeats the purpose 
for which it was imposed. 

- The next dajr, before we kft this romiatntic place, I devoted some 
time td an esiamination of thb refuse-^hillocks contiguous to the 
diiunond works^ but found nothing among the heaps of quartxose 
$tone8, which had been washed when tim place was more in repnte; 
Ir here noticed a thin stratum below the roots of the grass, which I 
had elsewhere s^en, but never so distinctly characteristic. It is 
called burgalhSm^ and consists of quartz pebbles, generally angular, 
and not unfrequently lai^e beds of solid quarts not more than four 
or five. inches thick. This stratum does not appear to have been 
Jbrmed at the same time or by the same means as the casca)hao, 

9 



( m ) 

fridtti t»ihieh it id inffMiaUy ^epamt^ bj^a^ st^ of vegetable 
$arth tfne4ual Id thickiies9; it ba^ mote the < appearance of .a thin 
bed of quartz subsequently shattere(2 into itmumemble fragments^ 

Having ^takenleaire of the aHidinistrator, I proceeded through a 
continuation of mountainous and sterile country, very thinly . inha«- 
bited. I stopt at one of the best of the few miserable houses on 
the road to procure some refreshment. There was a half-^starved 
cat in the door-way, the sight of which plainly evinced to me *> 
what I had to expect. Poor animal, thought I, the habitation in 
which thou existest, will not afford maintenance for a mouse, much 
less for thee! While musing on this picture of distress and famine, 
a poor meagre woman came to the door, of whom I requested a 
little water, which she brought me, and while I was drinking it she 
began to implore charity. Her countenance had already expressed 
what her tongue now uttered : I gave her the few provisions my 
soldiers had with them, together with a small piece of money, and 
took leave; — the last words I heard from, her were those of gra- 
titude. 

Ere we arrived at this place, we had seen Tejuco at full twelve 
miles distance, and were now much nearer. We crossed two rapid 
rivulets, one of them called Rio Negro, the waters of which were of 
a very black colour, and afterwards passed a guard-house, or register, 
called Mielho Verde, situated near a stream of the same name^ 
formerly much noted for diamonds. Here a band of soldiers are 
stationed, who are always on the alert, riding after and examining 
passengers. The country is extremely rough, and destitute of vege- 
tation, covered in all directions with grit-stone rocks full of rounded 
quartzose pebbles. We rode two miles along the Corvinha de St 
Francisco, which runs through the ravine at the foot of the mount- 
ain on the side of which Tejuco is built, presenting much the 
same appearance as Villa Rica. I entered the town, and took up 
my abode at the best inn, which contained some neat rooms, and 
afforded tolerable accommodations. 
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This was Sunday the 17th of September, being one month since 
my departure from Rio de Janeiro, during which time I had been 
almost continually on horseback ; for the time I remained at Villa 
Rica was principally occupied in journeys to various places in the 
neighbourhood. 
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CHAR XIIL 

Visit to the Diamond Works on the River Jigitonhonha. — General 
Description of the Works. — Mode of Washing. — Return to Tc- 
juco. — Visit to the Treasury. — Excursion to Rio Par do. — Mis- 
cellaneous Remarks. 

nPHE continual fatigues, and want of accommodation on the 
journey, had rendered me very unwell, and I was tlierefore de- 
sirous of resting a week at Tejuco before I proceeded to the diamond 
mines ; but, learning that I had been expected for the last two or 
three days, I sent one of my soldiers up to the house of Mr. Fernan- 
do de Camara^ the governor, to announce my arrival, and to state 
that I was prevented by indisposition from personally paying my 
respects to him. He immediately came with a few friends to visit 
me, gave me a most hearty welcome to Tejuco, and staid with me 
at least three hours. I delivered to him my public and private letters, 
passports, and other credentials, which he perased with great satis- 
faction, observing to the Ouvidor and his friends, that I possessed 
the same privileges which they did, having permission from the 
court to see every place I wished, which they were directed to 
shew me. He then told me that, in expectation of my arrival, 
he had delayed a journey to the greatest of the diamond works, called 
Mandanga, situated on the river Jigitonhonha, which employs about 
a thousand negroes, and on particular occasions double that num«- 
ber. He was desirous that I should see this great work with all 
the machinery in operation, which would be very speedily re- 
moved, the late rains having swoln the river so much as to ren- 
der working more, impracticable. He therefore kindly invited 
me to breakfast at his house on the following morning, when he 
would have all in readiness for a journey of about thirty miles to 
the place above-mentioned. 
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At an early hour I arose ; and, though so unwell as to be scarcely 
more than half alive, I could not resist the favourable opportunity 
now offered me of gratifying the curiosity which had so long occu- 
pied my mind, by visiting the diamond mines, in company with th^ 
principal officer in the ^^ministration of them, who was therefore 
qualified to furnish me with the amplest information. A^ fine horse 
was waiting for me at the door, and I rode up to the house of the 
governor, who introduced me to his amiable lady, daughters, and 
family, with tvhom I had the honour to take breakfast. Several 
officers of the diamond estabUshment arrived on horseback to ac- 
company us, their presence being required on this occasion. 

At nine o'clock we iket out, and cr<>sstid tbe ravine^ watered by the 
small rivulet of St Francisco, which, separates Tejuco from the orp^ 
posite mbuntains* The road was very rough and uneven, continue 
ally ascending or descending mountains of considerable extent, the 
strata of which wbre grit alteraating withi. micaceous schistus, and 
prescinting.aii iounense quantity of rude masses, composed of grit 
and rounded quartz, forming a loose and friable kind of puddings- 
stone; ' The country appeared almost destitute of wood, presenting 
occasionally a few poor shrubs ; there were no cattle to be seen> 
yet some of the. tracts would certainly maintain, sheep in great num-i 
bers. Having, halted, at a place about half way, we descended a 
very steep mountain, full a mile in the declivity, and entered a 
ravine where we crossed a very good wooden bridge over the river 
Jigitonbodhai which is larger thah the Derwent at Derby. We 
rode along its margin, where the land appears much richer, pre*-; 
senting a good vegetable soil covered with underwood ; and, pro- 
ceeding about a league, arrived at the famed place called Mandanga«. 
The habitations^ which are about one hundred in number, are built 
detached, and are generally of a circular form, with very high 
thatched roofs, like African huts, but much larger. The walls are 
formed of upright stakes, interwoven with small branches and coated 
with clay inside and out. The houses of the officers are of the 
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satue cnatefials but of much more convenient formy and white** 
washed within. Near some of the houses we observed inclosures 
for gardens, which, in some degree, enHvened the prospect, atnd 
gave an air of comfort to these rude and simple dwellings. 

I remained here five days, during which 1 was occupied in viewing 
and examining various parts of the works, of which I shaH here 
attempt to give a general description. 

This rich river, formed by the junction of a number of streams 
which will be bereafteit noted, is as wide as the Thames at Windsor^ 
and in general from three to nine feet deep. The part now in 
working is a curve or elbow, from which the current is diverted into 
a canal cut across the tongue of land round which it winds, the 
river being stopped just below the head of the canal by an embank- 
ment formed of several thousand bags of sand. This id a work of 
considerable magnitude, and requires the co«<^[)enitioii* of all . the 
negroes to complete it; for, the river being wide, and <not verj 
shallow, and also occasionally subjedt to overflows, they have to 
make the embankment so strong as to resist the pressure of the 
water, admitting it to rise four or five feet. 

The deeper parts of tlie channel of the river are laid dry. by 
means of large caissons or chain*pumps, worked by a watervwheeli 
The mud is then carried off, and the cascalhao is dug up and re^ 
moved to a convenient place for washing. This labour was, until 
lately, performed by the negroes, who carried the cascalhao in 
gamellas on their heads, but Mr. Camara has formed two inclined 
planes about one hundred yards in length, along which carts are 
drawn by a large water-wheel, divided into two parts, the ladles or 
buckets of which are so constructed that the rotatory motion may 
be altered by changing the current of water from one side to the 
other ; this wheel, by means of a rope made of untanned hides, 
works two carts, one of which descends empty on one inclined plane, 
while the other, loaded with cascalhao, is drawn to the top of the 
other, where it falls into a cradle, empties itself, and descends in its 
turn. At a work called Canjeca, formerly c^« great importapce^ 
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about a mile up the river on the opposite side, there are three 
cylindrical engines for drawing the cascalhao, like those used in the 
mining country of Derbyshire, and also rail*ways over some un- 
even ground. This was the first and only machinery of consequence 
which I saw in the diamond district, and there appear many ob- 
stacles to the general introduction of it. Timber, when wanted of 
large size, has to be fetched a distance of one hundred miles at a very 
heavy expence ; there are few persons competent to the construc- 
tion of machines, and the workmen dislike to make them, fearing 
that this is only part of a general plan for superseding manual 
labour. 

The stratum of cascalhao consists of the same materials with that 
in the gold district. On many parts, by the edge of the river, are 
large conglomerate masses of rounded pebbles cemented by oxide of 
iron, which sometimes envelop gold and diamonds. They calculate on- 
getting as much cascalhao in the dry season as will occupy all their 
hands during the months which are more subject to rain. When 
carried from the bed of the river whence it is dug, it is laid in heaps 
containing apparently from five to fifteen tons each. 

Water is conveyed from a distance, and is distributed to the 
various parts of the works by means of aqueducts, constructed 
with great ingenuity and skill. The method of washing for dia- 
monds at this place is as follows : — A shed is erected in the form 
of a parallelogram, twenty-five or thirty yards long and about fif- 
teen wide, consisting of upright posts which support a roof thatched 
with long grass. Down the middle of the area of this shed a current 
of water is conveyed through a canal covered with strong planks, 
on which the cascalhao is laid two or three feet thick. On 
the other side of the area is a flooring of planks, from four, to 
five yards long, imbedded in clay, extending the whole length* 
of the shed, and having a slope from the canal, of three or four 
inches to a yard. This flooring is divided into about twenty 
compartments or. troughs, each about three feet wide, by means of 
planks placed on their edge. The upper ends of all these troughs 
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(here called canoes) communicate with the canal, and are so formed 
that water is admitted into them between two planks that are 
about an inch separate. Through this opening the current falb 
about six inches into the trough, and may be directed to any part 
of it, or stopped at pleasure by means of a small quantity of clay. 
For instance^ sometihies water is required only from one corner of 
the aperture, then the remaining part is stopped ; sometimes it is 
wanted from the centre, then the extremes are stopped ; and some- 
times only a gentle rill is wanted, then the clay is applied ac- 
cordingly. Along the lower ends of the troughs a small channel is 
dug to carry off the water. 

On the heap of cascalhao, at equal distances, are placed three 
high chairs* for the officers or overseers. After they are seated^ the 
negroes -f- enter the troughs, each provided with a rake of a pecu- 
liar form and short' handle, with which he rakes into the trough 
about fifty or eighty pounds weight of cascalhao. The water being 
then let in upon it, the cascalhao is spread abroad and continually 
raked up to the head of the trough, so as to be kept in constant motion* 
This operation is performed for the space of a quarter of an hour ; 
the water then begins to run clearer, having washed the earthy' parti-^ 
cles away, the graveUlike matter is raked up to the end of the trough ; 
after the current flows away quite clear, the largest stones are thrown 
out, and afterwards those of inferior size, then the whole is exa- 
mined with great care for diamonds :{;. When a negro finds one, he 
immediately stands upright and claps his hands, then extends them. 



* In order to insure the vigilance of the overseers, these chairs are constructed without 
backs or any other support on which a person can recline. 

f The negroes employed in these works are the property of individuals, who let them to 
hire at the daily rate of three veogtems of gold, * equal to about eight-pence. Government 
supplying them with victuals. Every officer of the establishment is allowed the privilege of 
having a certain number of negroes employed. 

% The negroes are constantly^ attending to the cascalhao from the very commencement of 
fhe washings, and frequently find diamonds before this last operation. 
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holdwg the .gem between bis fore^finger and tbumb; an ovieneet 
FBCeiTea it from him, and deposits it in a gameliaor bowJ, suspended 
(torn the centre of the structare, half fiill of water* In. this yessd 
all the • diamonds found in the course of the daj are placed^ and at 
the close 'of work are taken out and delivered to the principal 
officer^ who, after they have been weighed, registers the particulars 
in a boiik.kept for that purpose. 

When a negro is so fortunate as to find a diamond of the wei^t 
of an. octavo (17i carats), much ceremony, takes place; he ia 
crowned witb a wreath of flowers and carried in procession to the 
administrator, who gives him his freedom, by paying his owner foi' 
it» He also receives a present of new. clothes, and is pennitted to 
work em his own^accounl. When a stone of eight or ten carats is 
finand, the n^ro Teceii^a twa new shirts, a eom^dete new suit, with 
a hat.and a.hasidMdBie knife.. For smaHer rtones of trivial amount 
proportionate premiums >ace given* During ray .stay at Tejuco a 
stone of ]6| carats wm finmd: it was pleasing to see the anxicnis 
desire f manifested: by tfaecffieers that it might prove heavy enough 
tQMKtide the pocormegro. to his* fineedonv aofd wh^n on being de-» 
Uveixxi. and weighed, it proired only a carat short of the requisite 
weighty all seemed to sympathise in his dkappointment«. 

Many precautions are taken to prevent the ne^oes* from em«i 
bezsling diamonds. Although they work in a bent position, and 
consequently never know whether the overseers are watching them 
or not, yet it is easy for them to omit gathering any which they 
see, and to place them in a corner of the trough for the purpose of 
secreting them at leisure hours, to prevent which they are frequently 
changed while the operation is going on. A word of command 
bisiog .given by the overseers, they instantly move i<ito each other's 
tnm^s, so that 'Uo opportunity of collusion can take place. If c^ 
negro be suspected of having swallowed a diamond, he is confined in 
a strong room until the fact can be ascertained. Formerly the 
punishment inflicted pa a nqgro for smuggUog diamonds was con*^ 
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fiscatioD of his person to the state : but it being thought too hard for 
the owner to suffer for the offence of his servant, the pibnaltj has 
been commuted for personal imprisonment and chastisement. Thisr 
is a m.uch lighter punishment than that which their owners or any 
white man would suffer for a similar offence. 

' There is no particular regulation respecting the dress of the ne- 
groes : they work in the clothes most suitable to the nature of their 
employment, generally in a waistcoat and a pair of drawers, and not 
naked, as some travellers have stated. Their hours of labour are 
from a little before sun*rise until sun-set, half an hour being allowed 
for breakfast, and two hours at noon. While washing they change 
their posture as often as they please, which is very necessary, as the 
work requires them to place their feet on the edges of the trough, 
and to stoop considerably. This posture is particularly prejudicial 
to young growing negroes, as it renders them in-kneed. Four or 
five times during the day they all rest, when snuff, of which they are 
very fond, is given to them. 

The negroes are formed into working parties, called troops, con- 
taining two hundred each, under the direction of an administrator 
and inferior officers. Each troop has a clergyman and a surgeon to 
attend it. With respect to the subsistence of the negroes, although 
the present governor has in some degree improved it by allowing a 
daily portion of fresh beef, which was not allowed by his predeces- 
sors, yet^ I am sorry to observe that it is still poor and scanty ; and 
in other respects they are more hardly dealt with than those of any 
other establishment which I visited : notwithstanding this, the 
owners are all anxious to get their negroes into the service, doubtless 
from sinister motives, of which more will be said hereafler. 
. The officers are liberally paid, and hve in a style of considerable 
elegance, which a stranger would not be led to expect in so remote 
a place. Our tables were daily covered with a profusion of excellent 
viands, served up on fine Wedgewood ware, and the state of their 
household generally corresponded with this essential part of it. 
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They were ever ready to assist me in my examination of the works^ 
and freely gave me all the necessary information respecting them. 

Having detailed the process of washing for diamonds, I proceed to 
a general description of the situations in which they are found. The 
flat pieces of ground on each side the river are equally rich throughout 
their extent, and hence the officers are enabled to calculate the value 
of an unworked place by comparison with the amount found on 
working in the part adjoining. These known places are left in re* 
serve, and trial is made of more uncertain grounds. The following 
observation I often heard from the intendant: ^That piece of 
ground"" (speaking of an unworked fiat by the side of the river) ^^ will 
yield me ten thousand carats of diamonds whenever we shall be re* 
quired to get them in the regular course of working, or when, oA 
any particular occasion, an order from Government arrives, demand- 
ii^g an extraordinary and iihmediate supply/' 

The substances accompanying diamonds^ and considered good in^ 
dicatiohs of theni, are bright be^n-Kke iron ore, a slaty flint-like 8ub» 
stance, approachinfg Lydian stone, of fine texture, black oxide of 
iron in gitat quantities, rounded^ bits of blue quartz, yellow crystal^ 
and other iuaterials entirely dilSerent from any thing known to be 
produced in the adjacent mountains. Diamonds are by no means 
peculiar to the beds of rivers or deep ravines ; they have been found 
in cavities and water-courses on the summits of the most loftr 
mountains* 

I liad some conversation with the officers respecting the matrix of 
the diamond, not a vestige of which could I trace. They informed 
me that they often found diamonds cemented in pudding-stone, ac. 
companied with grains of gold, but that they always broke them out, 
a* they could not enter them in the treasury, or weigh them with 
matter adhering to them. I obtained a mass of pudding-stone, ap^ 
parently of very recent formation, cemented by ferruginous matter 
enveloping many grains of gold ; and likewise a few pounds weight 
of the cascalhao in its unwashed state. 
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This river, and other streaxns in ito vicinity, hare been in washing 
many years, and have produced giieat quantities of diamonds, which 
hare ever been reputed of tlie finest quality. They vary in sise ; some 
are so small that four or five are required to weigh one grain, conse* 
quently sixteen or twenty to the caiat : there are seldom found more 
than two or three stones of from seventeen to twenty carats in the 
course of a year, and not once in two years is there found through* 
out the whole washings a stone of thirty carats. During the five 
days I was here they were not very successful ; the whole quantity 
found anMmnted only to forty, the largest of which was only four 
carats, and of a light green cc^un 

From the great quantity of debris, or worked cascalhao, in every 
part near the river, it is reaacmable to calculate that the works have 
been in operatioa above forty years ; of course there must airive a 
period at which they will be exhausted, but there are grounds in the 
neighbouibood, particularly in the Cerro de St. Antonio, and in the 
country now inhabited by the Indians, which will probably afford 
these gems in equal abundance. 

After residing here five days, we visited a diamond work called 
Montero, alx>ut two miles up the river, and went a league further to 
a gold-^work called Carapata. The cascalhao at this work was takea 
from a part of the nwet eight feet deep, which formed aa eddy under 
a projecting pmnt ; I was shewn a heap of it, that was estimated to 
be worth 10,0001. In removing this heap from its bed, four hun- 
dred negroes had been employed three months ; and to wash it, 
would occupy one hundred men for three months more, the expence 
(^ both operations amounting to perhaps 1,5001. We arrived at this 
place at eight o'clock in the morning ; six negroes were employed 
four hours in washing two troughs, containing together about a ton 
of cascalhao, when, to my great surprise, after the water ran clear, 
and the large stones were thrown out, the black oxide of iron, of 
which there was great abundance, was fringed with grains of gold, a 
novel and very agreeable sight to a stranger. The gold was taken 
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out at three or four difierent times^ and, when the washing was com- 
pleted , was dried over a fire and weighed : it amounted to nearlj 
twenty ounces Troy. This is esteemed a very rich place, and sudi 
circumstances are of rare occurrence. The whole neighbourhood is 
sterile, presenting the same characteristics as those before described.^ 
By proper cultivation it might be rendered very productive ; but, as 
the troops of negroes and their officers are continually changing, na 
regular establishments are formed. 

This place probably derived its name from a most disagreeable 
insect, \iiiich infests the low bmshwood in the neighbourhood* It is 
like a sheep-tick ; and, on getting access to any part of the body, it 
fastens imperceptibly, buries its head under the skin, and draws 
blood until its body is swelled to the siae of a bean. If forcibly re» 
moved, it leaves a very deep disagreeable hole, which. is frequently 
difficult to heal. The best mode of getting rid of the animal is to 
kill it with either laudanum or oil, and suffer it to remain until it 
dies, when it will drop off* 

In the afternoon we returned to Tejuco by another route moce 
mountainous than that by which we had come. Crossing a deep 
ravine, formerly vety rich in diamonds, we rode up a mountain foil 
a mile on the ascent, and passed several rivulets, which I was in* 
formed had produced many fine stones. These, and in fact all the 
best situations in the district, had been in the possession of the 
smugglers, and were explored by those enterprising men. In the 
course of our journey, I observed that whenever a traveller or a 
negro was seen by any of our party at a distance from the road, a 
soldier was instantly dispaitched to bring htm to the officers, before 
whom he underwent an examination. 

In the evening we arrived at T^uco, where I was desirous of re^ 
maining a week to recruit my strength. Mr. De Camara ordered my 
baggage to his bouse, whitlier I removed in compliance with Iris 
pressing invitation : he was kind enough to give me his library as 
my private room ; it was extensive and very select, consisting chiefly 
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of English authors oo science. Adjoining to it is a fine garden of 
nearly three acres in extent, planted chiefly with grass. It was for- 
merly a washing, and consequently pres^ited a surface of only refuse 
stones; but the present proprietor levelled it, brought a. little soil 
from various parts, and planted a peculiar variety of grass, which he 
keeps in cutting for his mules. This was the commencement pf the 
fruit season ; the peaches, with which the trees were loaded, were 
nearly ripe. The asparagus, and vegetables of every description, 
were very fine. The climate appeared to be mild and genial ; . the 
thermometer was generally at 62^ at sun-rise, and at mid-day, in a 
rbom rather exposed to the sun, rose to'74^» 

T^uco being situated in a sterile district, which produces nothing 
for the maintenance, of its inhabitants, in number about six thousand, 
depends, for a supply of provisions, on farms situated several leagues 
distant. The bread of the country was at this time extremely dear ; 
Indian corn, from which it is made, bdng from 5s. 6d. to 6s. the 
bushel ; beans and other pulse in proportion. Beef was very indif- 
ferent, this being the dry season ; poiic and poultry were rather 
plentiful. ' At no place do I recollect to have seen a greater propor- 
tion of indigent people, particularly of females. Full a hundred and 
fifty of these unhappy persons came weekly to receive portions of 
flour which the governor was pleased to allow them. They are 
totally without occupation, here being neither agriculture nor manu- 
factures to afford them any ; yet both these main supports of .the 
population might be introduced, if a proper spirit of industry pre- 
vailed among the inhabitants. The land • would, with little trouble, 
yield excellent . crops, wene any kind of inclosures made, which, it 
must be allowed, is an undertaking attended with some difficulties, 
yet Kot of such magnitude as to render it hopeless. With respect 
to manu&ctures, a most valuable material is at hand, as cotton from 
Minas. Novas, distant only from sixty to one hundred miles, passes 
through this plaoe to the capital. 
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Yet, notwithstanding the idleness of the inhabitants, Tejuco may 
be called flourishing, on account of the circulation of propertj 
created by the diamond worius« The annual sum paid by Govern* 
ment for the hire of negroes, salaries of oflficeiB, and various neces* 
saries, such as nitre and iron, does not amount to less than 35,0001., 
and this, added to the demands of the inhabitants of the town and 
its vicinity, occasimis a considerable trade. The shops are stocked 
with ilnglish cottons, baizes, and cloths, and other manufactured 
goods ; also hams, cheese, butter, porter, and otlier articles of con- 
sumption. Mules from Bsihia and Rio de Janeiro came loaded with 
them. Great complaints were made among the shopkeepers of the 
bad quality of the cotton goods, and of their losing their cdours in 
washing. Some of the principal inhabitants exclaimed against the in- 
tioduction of foreign luxuries, and rather wished that their trade with 
England should fiumish them the means of working their iron mines, 
and enable them to defend themselves. 

Tguco, owing to its situation by the side of a hill, is very irregu- 
lariy built ; its streets are uneven, but the houses in general are well 
constructed and in good condition, compared with those of other 
towns in the interior. Its name, which, in the Portuguese language, 
ttgnifies a muddy place, is derived from places of that description in 
its neighbourhood, which are rendered passabfe by being covered 
with large pieces of wood. 

Through the kind care and attention of Mr. De Camara and his 
excellent family, my health was in part re-estaUished, and I was 
enabled to ride out daily, occupying myself in seeing all I could, and 
gaining the bert information, in which I was assisted by my worthy 
host and all his friends. Our evenings were passed in a most agi^- 
able manner, among the parties which regularly assembled at the 
intendant's house, consisting of some of the principal inhabitants of 
the town. In these parties the gentlemen engage at whist, and the 
ladies take tea and play round games, or enter into conversation on 
the passing occurrences of the day. In no part of Brazil did I meet 
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with society so select and agreeable ; this may certainly be called 
\ht court of the mining district. In their manners there was no cere- 
monious reser\'e or courtly refinement, but their whole demeanour 
was genteel and well-bred, enlivened by an ease and good humour 
which the affability of the chief and his amiable lady and daughters 
bver tended to promote. The company all dressed after the English 
mode, and in dresses of English manufacture : the gentlemen were 
almost all distinguished with stars, yet they formed ai comtellatum 
far inferior in brilliancy to that of the ladies. 

I was invited to pay a visit to the treasury, which can only be 
viewed whein a meeting of officers is called, as the treasure is kept in 
chests, under three distinct locks, the keys of which are entrusted to 
three several officers, who are all required to be present at the open^ 
ing. They here shewed me the diamonds taken from the tropero 
at Concept ao, which were in general much better than those from 
the mines worked by Government. One about 'deven carats was a 
xetj fine stone, perfectly crystallized, in the form of an octaedron^ 
The unfortunate man from whom they were taken, I was iufi3rmed| 
was very ill in prison. I was then shewn about eight hundred carats^ 
found in the regular course of washing ; they were in general very 
small, not one exceeding five carats. I observed one perfectly round, 
and several coloured. Those with a dark green crust upon them 
were, they informed me,^when cut, of the purest water. 

Here the diamonds found in the district are deposited monthly, as 
they are received from the different works. They- are carefully 
weighed, and some selected and kept separate. The average quan- 
tity obtained may be estimated at from 20,000 to 25,000 carats an-^ 
nually, which are sent under a military escort to Rio, and there 
lodged in the treasury. 

The diamonds are tied up in black silk bags, and deposited in 
elegant inner cabinets, the whole of which are locked up in strong 
chests bound with iron. 
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They then shewed me the gold, which was in large bars, weighing 
from five to ten pounds each, the whole of which I estimated at full 
IdOlbs. weight. It was found in the district of Cerro do Frio, and 
was reserved to pay part of the expences attending the establish- 
ment. 

An excursion was some days afterwards proposed to another dia* 
mond work, called Rio Pardo, distant about twenty miles in a north- 
west direction. After proceeding a third of the way, over a country 
covered with a poor wiry soit of grass, we passed several fine falls of 
^'ater, and crossed a ridge of mountains. The land as we advanced 
appeared much better, though still very naked, having only a few 
poor crooked small trees, that rather increased than took from its 
desolate appearance. 

^ We passed through Chapada, a little dirty village, once famous 
for its washings, as were all the streams and ravines in the vicinity, and 
proceeded over some good clay-land, and a considerable tract of 
peat-moss, well watered by streams which burst in all directions from 
f;he hills. The country was open, and had a most romantic appear- 
ance, caused by a quantity of low rocks of soft pudding-stone, lami- 
nated, which lay on the surface in the most irregular forms. These 
lands were welt calculated for pasturage, particularly in the sea- 
son of abundance, but I was told that the cattle put to graze upon 
them were frequently stolen by the negroes*, and that there were 
many noxious plants in the herbage which proved fatal to the beasts 
that ate them. 

We arrived at the houses of the establishment about eleven in the 
forenoon, and walked four miles farther to the diamond works; on 
which a full troop of negroes were then employed. Rio Pardo is a 
dirty paltry-looking rivulet, which rans into the Rio Velho : in some 



* Probably fugitive negroes, who subsist in this remote district hj plunder and smug* 
glingf 
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parts it 18 copfioed by; shdTing) rooks of 'quart;z, through which it 
'rans rapidly; id btfaers ifc takes a sbrpeatind oours^, and forms 
eddies, which Are called caldrohes^ on account of their resemblance 
to the cavity of a boiler. The bed of the river, though confined, 
has a stratum of cascalhao of variaUe thickness, which, after the 
cuitent has been diverted, is dug upy and washed in the same way 
as at Jigitonhonha. The caldrones, or. holes, formerly eddies, but'now 
partly £]led with cascalhio, so as to be no more than three or four 
feet deep, are frequently found to contain many diamonds ; one of 
them^ which was cleared by four men in as many days, produced 
0oe hundl^ and eighty carats. . 

. Rio Pardo, though paltiry and ihsignificaht in its^ appearance, has 
produced as large a quantity of the most precious gems as any river 
to the district, .The tough blueish-greenrooloured diamonds, for- 
m^Ay so much esteismed by the Hollanders^ continue to be found 
hei^y and the stoi^es .of this rivulet are to this day reputed the most 
valuable iii BraaiU : l%e accompanying substiaiices are somewhat dif- 
ferent from those of the washings at Mandaiiga ; here isno bean^like 
iron dre^ but a considerable quantity of flinty slate^^like Lydiaii stone, 
iti Various shapes and sines^ aod very small black oxide' of inon ; the 
earthy matter is also* oouch finer than at the ;above piace/ I was in«- 
formed that there remained as much unworked ground as would oc* 
xrvipy a hundred neglroes full twenty years. 

Rio Pardo runsiabout a league to the westwaird of Capelho Velho^ 
which tis a chapel on a mountain, washed at its: base by a stream 
called 'Corgo de Cafidho Velho^ which some yeai^ ago was worked, 
^nd produced diamonds of great aize and superior brilliancy; The 
rivulets to the eastward of this ridge of mountains run into the Jigi^^ 
tonhonha; those to the westward have their course into the:Rio 
Velho, which flows* into the Rto de San Francisco. The height of 
tfarinountains I had no «oeans of ascertaining, but they are cbn^ 
jsidered as undoubtedly the highest in Bvaeil. The air in this ele« 
vbted region is pure and rather keeA ; the thermometer in the morn- 

H H 
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ings and eveniifigs stood mtifiS, and at mid^tly at 70. In-airHie 
partial which I visited the land appearad favourable for the growth of 
almost erery species of produce^ and, if properly inclosed bnd culti^ 
yated, might in too long time become the gratiary of the district. 
Onour retfirn* to Tejuco I was shewn several dwarfish trees, of the 

4 • 

height and size i of a common crab^tree, ' with extremely crooked 
branches.; and was informed that they were a species of the quercui 
suberji I cut from them: some pieces of bark about an inch in thick- 
ness, which were elastic, and actually proved to be cork. It seemed 
to;iiiie>a question of ^considerable interest^ whether these trees; 
if regularly planted and attended to^^^might not' produce cork 
of'as good a quafity^'as' that wfaioli weobtain from'^the Medtterra-* 

After resting Aiem 'day%i I accompanied the* fntendatit i6 a 
diamond work< called Contolina, ^nd^ returiied th(^ same day.' ^Thik 
woiic s6m!ie years ajgb prbdaced many go6d'Stones,'<but at presentii 
employs very few peo^e. The mode of washing is exactly Uie sabe 
withribhat .practised at Mandahga.t ' -^ » ' • ' ' 

/ At Tejtico^some tolerably good barley was ^idhewn to hte ; it was 
nd^t so heavy as that o^ our best from Norfolk, and . was but iitfl^ 
known. ' The intendant usicd 'it as provender ^r Im mules 'i^heii^ver 
be>can obtain it« ^Qn examtning the sample, I could not 'but' reflect 
that, if land so ill-managed produced isnch barley, how mocb supe^ 
nor would be thoiquality of the grain under good management.' 
. At a subsequent period of my visit, the intebdan^ with whom 
malt-liquor, is a £avourite beverage, express^ a great desire to see 
some of the barley converted into malt^ in order to brew beer, and; 
after jrepeated soKcitations, I undertook to make the experiment 
A quantity was procured, which I endeavoured to prepare in the 
best manner that circumstanoe^ woukl allow. Having steeped it the 
requisite time, I put it on a oold floor, and managed it as is cnstoih- 
ary in our malt-houses ; when it had germinated sufficiently, i dried 
it over a slow fire; afterwards,: fhaving cleansed it frbhi the combs 

^ 9 
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by rubbing, I crashed -it, and finally mashed :itk Tbe infusion pro^- 
duoed a tolerable wort^ which, however, I did not deein sufficiently 
good, as it wanted saccharine matter : this deficiency I supplied by 
the admixture of a small quantity of sugar. It was then boiled until 
it was judged of a proper consistency, and a very pleasant bitter^ was 
added insieadi of hops^ The fermentation I endeavomred to.praaxKkfe 
with leaven,. which had been pHepared a few days. before^ and,, whaa 
that process had terminated,, the liquor was put jnto . small casks, 
which we stopped close. . Though it might not psove good, from the 
hasty :maimer. in^ which the process 'wa» conducted, yet the mode of 
preparing it was^ exerapUfied, Mrhicb was the raa^n. purpose of the eXf4 
perimdnt. It appeared to me by no .means' impossible either to 
make malt or to bhew beer, if proper places were made underrgrouad, 
86 as to ensure a moderate degree of cold for: the operation of jfloialt-* 
ing, and:foT tlie subsequent processes- Sugar! is here .so abundant, 
that any quantity of saccharine matter might. hei added to improve 
the poorness of the malt ; apd it is highly probable that 9 very-plea^ 
sant beverage might be made, which would rdidve . the inhabitants 
of this remote district fi'om the necessity of haying: lecoune to the 
inetropolis for bad wines, and firom the ill efiects; which proceed from 
drinking bad spirits distilled in the vicinity. > 

. .Many parts of this fine country abound in oniages, pines^ peaches^ 
goavas,- and a great variety of indigenous fruits, both sweet and add, 
particularly the Jaboticubi, which is very rich in mucilaginous mat* 
ter, yet no attempt has hitherto been made to obtain wine from any 
of them. Gingef ao4 pepper grow here spontaneously, and many 
spices mi^t probably be cultivated with success. 

Grass for cattle was as dear at Tejuco as at Rio de Janeiro, and 
the small quantity which cost eight-pence would scarcely suffice a 
mule a day. The intendant and the captain of the cavalry had each 
of them about two acres uqc^er cultivation, of a species called Engor^ 
do dos Cavalhos (fajtt^i^r of horses), which grew from five to seven 
feet high, with a thick esculent stem, and long lancet-shaped leaves. 

H H 2 
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It has a large fibrous : root, And & weU^-calcolated for Aonj ghnmd 
where there is little iearth ; it even grew among rounded, itoncs 
that had been washed t^roe years before f . 

The intendant, -who had a taste* forrural economy, and more pu^ 
ttcularly his lady^, were very anxious ; to make their own butter and 
cheese, ; and expressed a great desire to be instructed iia the process 
as practised in England; though milk wasirery scarce ; And it ires 
not without much difficulty that, after sending a few miles, about 
three gallons were collected, in the mean time Buch household 
utensils as were most fit for the -purpose having been made xeady^ 
and others prpeuredy • veiy excellent butter liar produced^ and • after'* 
wards a few cheeses were made^ whidi there wa& every reason to snp^ 
pose would prove good. The lady interested borself greatly in theie»* 
periment, not only perfbmiicig part of the operations, with the atsisd^ 
ance of her daughter; but inviting 'Severalof her friends in the town 
to see with what little trouble the prooessea Were performed, and 
distributing the products among tbem*f*:-r— a rare example of io^ 
dustry I I am.d^»dedly of opinion that, w^ the females of 
Brazil better educated, especially in wJMU:ever relates/ to domtodc 
economy, and were they ^accustomed to. see the conceirns of a 
household conducted with regularity, and order, they would be 
very differeni subjects of society; for I have ever observed in 
them that inquisitive disposition and desire of information, wbiek 



* It was then in seed, of which I c(rilected a small quantity i sinte mj retofn^ I 
have sent part of it to the Agricukural Society, and the remainder I hare disdrS^itted 
among gentlemen who will endearonr to promote its growth in this country. If is 
rather a hardy grass, as it grew in situations which were all so cold, that the bananas 
and coflfees were frequently blighted. 

f The ladies particularly wished to ha?e the cheese of a fine colour, like that sent 
thitlier from England ; and I was at no loss for an ingredient for tinging Ae milk, ks 
the tree, which produces the s«ed from whidi annatto is nade, grew spoataneboriy in 
the. ncji^ibottriio^ 
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may be called the first step to improvement. Bat what can be 
expected from ill-educated females, reared from their infancy 
among negras, in miserable houses, scarcely affording a shelter 
from the rain or a shade from the sun, and destitute of every ray 
of comfort f . . 
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CHAP. XIV. ' ' " '^ 



Some Account of the Districts of Minos Novas and Paracatit. — Of 

the large Diamond found in the Rvver Abaiti. 

TT was my intention to have continued my Journey to Minas Novas^ 
and from thence westward to Paracatii, and to have returned by 
Abait^^ a place that has produced many large diamonds, though 
generally of inferior quality. This design I was prevented from ac- 
complishing by illness, being attacked with a violent sciatic com- 
plaint, accompanied with great debility in the right side, which 
obliged me to return as soon as possible. While I remained at 
Tejuco, for the purpose of regaining strength sufficient to encounter 
the fatigues of a journey back to the capital, I employed myself in 
collecting information respecting these districts from intelligent per- 
sons who resided there, as wdl as from officers on the establishment. 
The following brief description is the result of the communications 
with which they favoured me. 

The principal village in Minas Novas, called Tocaya, is thirty*- 
five leagues distant from Tejuco, in a north-easterly direction. 
The road thither is parallel with the river Jigitonbonha, which 
runs from two to five leagues westward of it*. Numerous 
rivulets flow into it in this direction, in some of which are 
found white topazes, more commonly known here by the name of 
minas novas. They are pretty pellucid pebbles, generally rounded^ 



* On the road there are numerous farm-houaea, which afibrd sufficient accommodaeion 
for a traveller to pass a night. They in general belong to persons resident in Tepico, 
where their produce is sold. 
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though sometimes 'tlieyi occur perfectly crystallized^ inithesam^ form 
asr the yeWowti^paa. Blue topaises. and a^a-^marinas .are^o found 
here ; some of the former are of a siagular variety, .being m oae 
part blue, and in the other, clear sand pellucid. . This neighbourhood 
is also noted for producing doe beautiful cbryso-beryl, which is much 
esteeoied by the hi^h6r ordeva of society in ;Btazil, and in great 
request among the jewellers of Rio de JaneiiKx.i Theise gems rarely 
occur crystallized j they sell at considerable prices in their nougb 
state^ and are much more valued in i)i;merica than ia Englandi 
wheney ihdeed^ they are little Jcnown, or they- would be more highly 
appreciated^ being, when polished, of.grtet brilliancy and very 
beautiful. . , ' 

' To the wMtAvard of the river Jigitonhoiiha^ aVd opposite the ivil- 
lagB c^ Bora SoccessD, is\the Gerro of Sant A^tonioy a place much 
iaraedibr diamonds, which are s&id to be of an . indifferent quality^ 
-Dieie are, also, . other parts, well* ktiowm to mafiy of ;the iohahitafats 
of the district as being rich in these treasmresi " : ri^ 

The country is Teiy fertile,! and pipduces a great variety of the 
&tea(tiSRCMxisff(DP'cabin^works ; also* numej7<Mid ^fruit^,. aind .most eiXr 
quisite vaniliay Mwhmh . grows* s^rantaiieouslyit ' The: land, < being/lesd 
eleVated* than Cenrodo Frio^is said to;be<niuck.wbrmer,;and is highly 
favbunable to tfafei growth of sugalr ahd' coffee. The plantations are 
cbie^ ' of cotton,! rwhioh is- r^t^d . to be . eqiiifal ) in • tk>l«ur and quality 
to : that of cPBroanlbQoo. .It Is^ I transpiorted tO/iBio; de* Jabeiro on 
moles, and iiiahy hmdreds^ 6f ihqse useful aaimals/are.colM'inually 
employed fin this commeme; . A troop of loaded: mules are full tJxree 






4 

* In some of tbc^low ^wp^j^.trffU Jarg^^erppjiU ^re xi9t;wco^fx^Q« , AtX^juco I 
shewn the skin of a vounig one^said to be of the Boa Constric^tor genus. It was twenty-four 
feet in length, . and about twenty inches in circumference* To relate the stories told of 
these reptiles,'- — of nheir' catching 'bullocks, and afterwards 'swallowing diem^ — woiiM 
ill-become a work of veracity i the homed caltk of SAinas NoTas being ae hugCy ihoBgli 
not sp full of fleshy as ours in England. 
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niODthSyaxid iftometimeifoury in goingi and the dame time in i^etnnl* 
ing: These animals in this district. are double the: price; that they 
are in St Paurs. The journeys are attended with considerable exi* 
pence and difficulty ; Indian com must be daily bought for.theii* use ; 
and^ notwithstanding the great attention paid to.them on the road^ 
many die, and others are frequently lamed and disabled. ::Tfaeir 
burdens ate divided into two equal parts, and suspended on a packr 
saddle of peculiar make by sitraps of raw hide.. The* average burden 
is nine arrobas, nearly eqiial to three hundred pounds weight, the 
earriage-*expence of which, fiY>m Rio de Janeiro to Minas Novas,, is 
id& or seven pminds sterling j; to Tejuco five pounds; to Villa Rica 
about three. 

' The trade to Minas Novas from Rio de Janeiro Consists princi- 
pally in negroes, iron^ salt^ woollens, hats, printed cottdns^ hard^^ware^ 
a^ttisy and some fancy articles, a. little wine and oily salt-^fish, and 
butter. Few luzuri^ • enter these: nemote parjts, the inhabitants aeeb* 
ing for little beyond mere necessaries* 

Mina$ Novas is under the jurisdiction of the Ouridor of Villa do 
Frincipe, who-goesthither once a year to^settle disputes, administer 
jufirticer iaiyd discharge othdr duties 'belonging to I his: oflice^ 
* At Tocaya the Jigitonhonha> flows into a larger river, called > Rio 
Grande, which, taking aneasteriy direction, enters the sea inlat^. 16^ 
SO^ south, near Porto Sk^guro. A gentleman with whom I was ac« 
quainted undertook' to navigate this fine ri^er from Tbcftya'totbA 
sea, and, as the current was rapid, he perfomied the task in.' six 
days. On his return, which occupied fifteen days^ be observed 
several tributary rivers, the communications of which are unknown, 
as they rise in the country inhabited by the Indians. The river 
being free from falls, niay in tim6 be frequented by vessels from sea, 
for I did not learn that its entrance was shallow or unfit for naviga- 
tion. Probably the.land about it is low and marshy, whigh may be 
the reason that it is so little known. * ..>/ { r .. 
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! :It 6aaaiiotbeitcx) mach recoinniended totheGoverament of Braai 

« 

imtiiedifitelj:<t0 xrrcHer a^ «irvey of this river, which might bfe per^ 
formed in <iHp of tbeiriaunches^ initwo months at little or no expencet 
tody were it ft>Qnd necessary, a chain of connection might be esta^^ 
blished from its mouth to Tocaya. The benefits resuWitig to the in- 
Imibstants frotn- Opening the navigation may bQ easily Coned vied. 
The prodtid& of the country, its cotton, cotfee, and sugar, its rich 
cabinet^ woo^s; and many other valuable articles, Would foe brought 
into active commerce r :^ tensive plaSntations Svould be established^ 
hnd the'^hole territory wduld be improved. It is true that the com* 
merce x)f the district'would flow through another channel, and the 
foils paid on pftssing the Paraibuna, to aikl from the capital, would 
be a little diminidied : but surely the policy of Government is not 
iso coiifined as to allo^ tibat consideration to have any weight against 
a measure of such national importance, when it is obvious that one 
nf ihci gneatest disadvanltages under which the empire of • Brazil 
labburs, is ithe wiant of commerce dri all its livers, except the Hio 
Grande deSt^Pedno^ 

The peculation of Minas Novas is thin, cbtnpiared with its'extent, 
bub is dadly isicreasin^!. It does not appear that mining is theobjeci 
A^ldch attracts siettlers, . though tiiere is a considerable quantity of 
stones ' ezportedy which are found only here, as has been before ot>- 
^erveQ* 

Where the rivers are deep it is very difficult to raise thecascalhio 
from their bed's, in order to wash it for gold, &c. ; for this 
fkurpose various trivial and ineffectual methods are practised: it 
would be highly conducive to the interest of the proprietor, as wefi 
as of the state, to hleive rafb or boats constructed, and to adc^tthe 
machinery used by the ^ballastHheavers on the river Thames, by means 
of which the casoalhao might be raised, even from a depth of twenty 
feet^ however rapid were the current. This machinery is highly to 
be recommended, not only in this district biit throughout the mining 
country ; were a model of it made by order of Government, and the 
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requisite troo^work {)repared in Rio de Janeiro, (if^ne^easai^rO ^nd 
admitted ihio the inioipg c(>untrj, ftee of duty ^ there would .probably 
be such an increase of gold obtained by it^ that. the proporttooatie 
augmentation of the royal fifths woidd amply repay the expenqeiof 
introducing the improvement. : . .... 

Paracatu is the principal village or town c^adistriot of the fiame 
name, which lies about ninety leagues north-west of Tgtico, border- 
ing on the Capitania of Goyaees, frofn which it is separated by a 
chain of high mountains that take a northerly direction^ . Thenu«* 
merous rivers which rise, on the easterb side of the mouotai&s, and 
flow into.the great river St. Francisco, am ritch ingold. . The popoi- 
lation of the village is estimated at above^ a Ihaasaad souls, aii^ wiH 
shortIy.be more numerous, as the reputed richncas. of sonoielatevdis^ 
coveries has tempted many facQilies' to migrate, thitberi. ':iihai^tM 
the advantages of a high and healthy &ituation,(in<thefnidstof a 
most i fertile, country,, and has considerable in teroourae with Sdbara 
and Villa Rica, where the! gold, procured in its vicinity is permuted. 
It is governed by a Captain Mor, who is subordinate: to Ihe^giftvenior 
of the latter place, to whom all disputes of consequence, are referred. 
To the southward is the rich distacamento of Rio Plata, a river that 

4 * 

yields fine diamonds, and. has been much. frequented by many ad^ 
venturers, who, when discovered and seized, are called smug^era^ 
A strong guard of soldiers is stationed here to prevent the preciout 
stones from being sought for clandesiindy. - 
, A tew leagues' to the north of the Rio Plata is the rivulet named 
Abait^, celebrated for having produced the largest diamond in the 
Prince's, possession, which was found about twelve years agOk 
Though this circumstance has been already briefly stated, it may be 
allowed me in this place to rdate the particulars. as they were de* 
tailed to me during my stay at Tejuco. Three men, having been 
found guilty of high crimes, were banished into the interior, 4uid 
ordered not to approach any of the capital towns, or to remain iti 
civilized society, on pain of perpetual imprisonment' :Driven;by:this 
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hard sisoteiice mtb tbe most unftequented part of the country, they 
endeavoured to- eipk>re neir mines' or new* producttons, in the hope 
tbait, sooner or later, they. might have the good fortune to msike some 
important discovery, which would ol^aia a reversal of their: sentence, 
and enable them to regain their station in society; Tbey wandered 
about in this neighbourhood, making frequent itearches in its various 
rivers for mfore than six years^ during which time they were exposed 
to a double risk, being continually liable to become the prey of the 
Anthropophagi, and in no less danger of bdng seized by the soldiers 
of Government. At length they by hazard made some! trials in the 
liver Abaitb, at a time when its waters were so- low» in consequence 
of a long season of droughty that a part of its bed was left exposed. 
Here, white searching and iwasbing for gold, they had the good for* 
tune to find a diamond nearly an owH^e in weight. Elated by this 
providential discovery, which at first they could scarcely believe to be 
i^K yet, hesitating between a dre^ of the rigorous laws relating to 
diamonds, and a hope of regaining < their liberty, they consulted a 
defgyman, who aidvisedthem to trust to the mercy of the state, and 
accompanied i them to Villa Ricai, where he procured them access to 
the governor. They threw th^piselves at his feet, and delivered to 
>im the invhluaUe gem oh which their hopes rested, rdating all the 
ciretimstances connected with it. The gov^or, astonished at its 
magnitude j could ^ not trust the evidence of his senses^ biit called the 
<^cers of the establishment* tb decide whether it wps a diamond*, 
who set the matter bey ond • aU .doubt. Being- thus, by th^ most 
stirange and unforeseen accident, put in possession of tbe largest 
diasnond^ ever found in Anierica^ be thought proper to suspend the 
sentence of the* men as a reward fm their having delivered it to him. 
The gem was sent to Rio de Janeiro, from whence a fngnte was disr 
patched with it to Lisbon, whither the clergyman was also sent to 
make the proper representations respecting it. The sovereign con- 
firmed the pardon of the delinquents, and bestowed some prefer- 
ment on the holy father. 

I I 2 
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Ihe goiYemor ordered a giuurd oa the mer, idiieii v«si «ooil ahatti 
wftrds worked uBder\the directioii of the iBtendaal of Cen« do ^rio^ 
who sent tbithec ao admioistrator arid two huodrod negtotm. » Itiiaiar 
since been worked at different periods with various auocess; aoaie«n 
times large stones have been founds but of an indiSieaienl; quality* 
The work is now abandoned by Government, and ^ves ocoofpation 
to numbers of .adventurers. Its heighbourhoad has many kitoEeat-* 
ing places, hitherto but little exjplored. 

A few leagiies from this hver is a very strong vein of lead ar<i 
(lead glance) in a calcareous matrix. I have seen pieces of it 4^ the* 
weigbt of twenty pounds, and it. is said to.be so abundant thlit any 
quantity may be obtained. Sofoe of the specimens presented to nie^ 
were, covered with carbonate of lead: It has the.appaaranoe.of d 
potter'^ OrCf bud is said to be poor in silver. No ooei haa undertakcnr 
to work it, as the difficulty and expence of conveying tbej metal tci 
Rio de Janeiro would eixceed the price at which itiWOuld.aeU in that 
market *« When the neighbourhood ..becomes okore populdus^ and 
the value of this useful metal is better knovi^nt the mine will probably) 
be a source of xiohes, loT'lead ore is certaiuly scared in Bna^i), nort 
didlhear of any other place ^faicb prdduoes it^ : 

The. river St Francisco is very Goiisiderable» and is said to odataia 
great quantities of .^ab^, which is a sufficient proof that ; them «ie 
but few gold^washings in it.^ On the banks* and in 1h^ odunlry toi 
tbeeastward^ great numbers of cattle are bred, which ate sold in^li 
the populous towns of the captaincy^ and large herds are aent>tK) Rio 
de Janeiro, a distance of above si.^ hundred miles* A coasidi^rablft 
commerce is carried on with them^ and some families who raise lai^ge^ 
quantities are reported to have acquired. great fortni^s by it, ; Thft 
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* It may become useful at Villa Rica: but the quantity Te(|ttired there at present U so 
trivial as scarcely ^o merit attention. . - ; *i 

f If salt were cheaper they mi^t be cured, and wouM becbitie an article of fcoxhmercei 
particularly during Lent, 
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waiit. of >8ak is< a veiy. goteml oomplaiot ; the cattle require it^ rka 
vill^tbey bmed wett wkhout it. 

' Dib distnet ia too farilistaiit fDoan ia dea<^rt to enjoy any extent 
pf • commeree in the geneml artioles of its produce. Gold and pre- 
cious stones are easily traBsported, but lead, and other conomodities 
of greater bulk and inferior value, would scarcely pay the expenoe 
of carriage. Hence no cotton, cofiee, or sugar is grown for export-^ 
ation, and the quantity consumed in the district is very limited, 
owing to the small number of the inhabitants, and the miserable in- 
digence in which they generally live, their common diet being Indian 
com-flour, boiled beans, and a little pork. The trade to Rio de 
Janeiro is much similar to that of Minas Novas, and consists 
chiefly in iron, cotton, arms, hard-ware, and a few trivial luxuries. 
Persons of all ranks are eager to purchase negroes, also a few 
woollens. The only articles sent to Villa Rica are gold-dust and 
hides. 

In this district, and in other parts of these immense territories, 
particularly to the eastward, are large tracts of land volute^ or not 
occupied by any person under a grant from government. These 
lands to a considerable extent may be taken by making proper ap- 
plication, and afterwards held as freehold. Other excellent situations 
are in the possession of idle people, who are equally incapable and 
unwilling to reap advantage from them. These may be bought very 
cheap, and are certainly preferable to the unoccupied tracts, as they 
have generally some few conveniences attached to them, and may, 
therefore, more easily be brought into a proper state of cultivation. 
Here is every inducement for a spirited and experienced agriculturist 
to settle : a rich and fertile district, in which there remains much to 
be discovered in every department, where all the necessaries, and 
many of the luxuries, of life are produced almost spontaneously ; and 
where the exertions of industry would be rewarded in a tenfold 
degree by the bounteous hand of nature, and stimulated by the cer- 
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tain hope of arousing a degenerate race of men to follow tiie exadipie; 
Nor could there be any objection on the score of d^reodes in 
opinion ; for I am persuaded tiiat no one would here be molested 
for his religious tenets, white he prudently avoided giving ofiencCf 
and paid the same regard to the conscience of his neighbour which 
he expected for his own. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Observations on Tejuco and Cerro do Frio. 

TN tbe foregoing pages I have endeavoured to present to the reader 
a narrative of whatever I observed worthy of note in the Diamond 
District, . and have related the several particulars in the order in 
which they occurred to me, reserving the task of general description 
for that period of my residence there when I might be supposed best 
qualified to perform it* This mode; of proceeding will expose me td 
the risk of a few repetitions, for which my apology must rest on the 
peculiar circumstances under which I visited Tejuco, — on the con<« 
tinual journeys in which I was occupied from the moment of my ar- 
rival to the time when I was attacked by illness, and which left me 
DO leisure for combining my actual observations with general views 
of the country. 

The district of Cerro do Frio consists of rugged mountains, that 
have a northerly and southerly direction, and are generally allowed 
to be the highest in Brazil. What is termed the Diamond ground^ 
extends about sixteen leagues from north to south, and about eight 
frdm east to west. It was first explored by some enterprising miners 
from Villa do Principe, a few years after the establishment of that 
town. These men proceeding northerly found an open country, 
watered by many small rivulets, which they tried for gold by wash- 
ing : some of them engaged their attention for a short time, but not 
proving sufficiently rich, they continued their route, passing the places 
now called San Gonzales and Melho Verde,, until they anived at a 
few streams that flow from the base of the mountain on which Te« 
jUfCOi is built. These rivulets were then washed for gold, and were 
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. considered as belonging to the district of Villa do Principe. No idea 
was first entertained that the rivulets contained diamonds, although 
it is said that some were collected and presented to the then governor 
of Villa do Principe as curious bright stones, and were used by him 
as counters at cards. Soon afterwards a few of them found their 
way to Lisbon, and were given as pretty pebbles to the Dutch 
minister to send to Holland, which was then the principal mart in 
Europe for precious stones. The lapidaries, to whom they were 
presented for examinatidD, ;prQQdiit|iced thase pebb)esito be^^eiry finfb 
diamonds. . Information was accofdihgly sont to tile Dutck consul 
at Lisbon, "who did not fail to prc^t.-by iiie occasiott ;. for he. ua»- 
naged the affitir with ^overnoMnt «0'WeU,^thatiitttcontra4ted:for 
the preciouB stones at thiBiSa^re time that faejcommimicated Dhe m* 
telhgence. Oovernment afterwards endeavoured to mooopohae tlifl 
diamonds^ atnd made a distinct district ef Cetro do Erio, placing dt 
vmder (peculiar Jaws and regulations. ^ 

" The tnitober ^of diamonds sent over during the first twenty yeaM 
after the ^discovery . is said to be altttost incredible, and to eiLeeed 
one thousand omioes in weight. This^supply could not fetC 4mi 
diminish the general value of diamonds, as none had ever belbfe 
been known \o xdme from any bthi^ part of the globe, except India^ 
Ivhtthbr the Brazilian ^iantonds were afterwards aeii4;^ and foundia 

better mkrketi there than ia Europe* > > i • i 

. By stratagems .lifid intrigoes Govqmment was psesrailedoa toilet 
these invaluable territories to a ccmpany, who were under stipola^ 
tiobs to woric tvith a limited number of negroes, or to pay a certain 
sum per day for eVery negro, employed. Tfa^s opened a door tQ 
every species of fi^ud.; double the stipulated number of negroes 
were admitted ; ^nd this imposition was connived at by the agenta 
of Government, who received pay in one band and bribes in tho 
other. Presents were made to tben possessing influence at court, 
by the contracted, who soon became rich, and they continued (siil>* 
ject to a. fetv regulations) in possession of lihe diamond mines uotii. 
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about the year VJfT^i when, Government determining to take them 
into their own hands, these contracts were ended. 
- This was the time for reforming abuses, and for placing this rich 
district under the best regulations, but it was neglected ; prejudice 
prevailed over prudence ; and the management was entrusted to 
fnen who did not understand the real interests of the concern, or, 
what is more probable, who were so shackled in their authority, 
that they could not pursue them. From this time affairs became 
worse, and the establishment was in debt to foreigners, who had 
advanced a considerable sum of money on the security of having all 
tiie diamonds which the mines produced. This debt still remains 
unpaid, and there are other incumbrances, which can be removed 
only by a total change of system. In its present state the esta- 
blishment appears to produce much greater wealth than it actually 
does. During a period of five years, from 1801 to 1806 inclusive, 
the expences were 204,0001. ; and the diamonds sent to the treasury 
at Rio de Janeiro weighed 115,675 carats. The value of gold found 
ill the same period amounted to 17»S00l. sterling, from which it ap- 
pears that the diamonds actually cost Government thirty*three shil- 
lings and nine-pence per carat. These years were esteemed singu- 
larly productive ; the mines do not in general yield to Government 
more than 20,000 carats annually ^. 

^rhe town is under the absolute government of the Tntendant. 
The principal officers of the civil and military establishments are, 
an ouvidor or JUcaU a captain of cavalry, and a captain mor. In 
the Diamond establishment there is a great number of officers, of 
whom the following are the principal : 1st, the Intendant, who is a 
judge, and intendant-general of the capitania of Minas Geraes 
{this office is one of the best in the gift of the crown) ; 2d, the Trea- 
surer, whose situation is almost a »necure : he receives 8,000 cru- 



* Exclimye of tbU amount, theie is a vaat quandcjr smiiggled* 
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sades per annum ; and Sd, the Admimstrator-geQera), who has a 
salary of 6,000. The book-keeper has 49OOO9 and three clerks, or 
keyrkeepers, have from 800 to 1,000 each. These officers are em- 
ployed in whatever relates to the treasury, or to the general concerns 
of the establishment ; they all reside in Tejuco, and are the most re« 
spectable of the inhabitants. The management of the different 
works is entrusted to eight or ten under*administrators^ each having 
in his care two hundred negroes, called a troop, to which, besides a 
clergyman and a surgeon, are attached several overseen and subor- 
dinate officers, who have salaries of from 400 to 200 crusades. The 
privilege of employing a certain number of negroes in the works is 
conuuon to all the officers, to an extent corresponding with thdr 
rank : the superior officers let to hire as many as they please, say 
forty, and sometimes upwards of fifty ; the inferior officers are 
permitted to let out twp or three, in preference to other individuals ; 
a decidedly bad practice, as will be shewn hereafter. 

The Intendant holds a place of great trust : he is the »iperior 
magistrate, and his duty is to administer justice, and to see that 
the laws peculiar to the district are duly executed. He is of course 
president of the assembly, or juncta, and calls meetings whenever he 
thinks proper ; he disposes of the military force of the district, orders 
roads to be made or stopped, and stations guards on them to e:f» 
amine travellers, and to detain suspicious persons. He has also the 
privilege of giving or refusing permission for pereons to enter the dis- 
trict, . or settle in it ; and every one, however high in rank or pro-- 
party, wha passes thither is supposed to have the Intendant's express 
concurrence, which^ as a matter of form, is sometimes dispensed with. 
He appoints officers, signs all papers, receives all reports that are 
made, and acts accordingly. To him solely the treasure is entrusted 
£[>r the payment of the salaries of the officers, the negroes' wages, 
tradesmen's bills, and every incidental expence attending the esta- 
blishment. He issues paper-money, and withdraws it from circula* 
. tion whenever be thinks. proper; for all which he is responsible to 
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Government alone, and may be said to be almost absolute in his 
office. 

In addition to these important iiinctioDS^ the present Intendant 
has assumed the whole direction and regulation of the mining con« 
cern, which none of his predecessors ever practically interfered with, 
it being the peculiar province of the adminbtrator-generah For this 
undertaking he is equally qualified by the superiority of his talents, 
and by the extent of his acquirements : he studied mineralogy many 
years ond^ the celebrated Werner, by whom he was considered as 
one of his most enlightened disciples ; afterwards he traveUed through 
Hungary, and all the most interesting German states, and, lastly, 
made the tour of England and Scotland, where he resided two 

years. 

The Administrator-general, to whom belolig the direction and 
management of the works, ought to be equally experienced in mining 
and mechanics, particularly in hydraulics : he should be a man of 
general information, combined with great practical knowledge rela* 
tive to the locality of the district, so as to be able to ascertain the 
real value of every situation, and to direct the operations accordingly. 
He should have a mind fertile in resources, and prepared to meet 
every disappointment or casualty that can possibly occur, that the 
time of the negroes may not be employed in vain ; he should also 
facilitate their labours by the introduction of machinery, and should 
be particularly attentive to their good treatment, since on them his 
success, and consequently his reputation, must in a great measure 

depend. 

On this latter point humanity and policy ought alike to direct the 
attention of the superiors of the establishment It is natural to sup* 
pose that negroes, when treated with harshness, ill fed and ill clothed, 
will be indifferent to the interests of their employers, and, perhaps, 
determined not to find diamonds, whereas, when subjected to milder 
and kinder usage, which might be done without relaxing in vigilance, 
they would become anxious to please, and would search mcNre dili-^ 
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getitly in oi^der to ofateia aotioe and refvard* It jmutt be obvioias 
that negroes rarely conceal diamonds for themaelves ; and yet cusr 
tom has rendered the feelings of their, real owners io.Tejnco sojrri- 
taUe, on being suspected to encourage the practice, that if the word 
grimpero (smuggler) is mentioned in conversation, they shudder .with 
bbcror and distort their features, caUing on the Virgin to witness their 
abhorrence of a crime to whidb GoverhmGat has attached the greatest 
dis^ces and punishments. 

Pure, honest souls ! Being a stranger in the .country^ rcooceived 
that these gentlemen really felt the sentiment! which- thrar words and 
gestures expressed ; and» as persons of all ranks seemed to /ear coo- 
vereing on the subject, I thought at first that I ahould not see a single 
^diamond in all Tejuco, except those in the treasury ; but a little ftp* 
4|uaintance with the town soon convinced me that I was a novice ; 
ioft^ on visiting a few. friends to whom I. had introductions, I found tha^ 
diamonds were bartesed for every thing,: and < wore actually muqb 
more current than specieu Even pious indulgences wese bought with 
them ; and surely no one could have suspected that the seller of His 
Holiness's bulls would condescend to taste the forbidden fruits of 
Tejuco*. 

As I had the honour to reside at the house of the Intendaot, I was 
considered by the people of the town as a pereoa connected . with 
iSovemment, and therefore as one who ought not to .be informed of 
Ihe secret traffic among them ; hence, when in company with the 
officers of the establishment, whenever the word grimpero was men- 
tioned, I found it necessary to manifest the same feelings of disgust 
which they did ; and, on expressing my surprise that any one could 
so for degrade himself as to be guilty of the crime of smuggling diar 



* The priTilege of selling dispentadotis in this capitania is bought at Rio de Janeiro, or 
of the worthy Bishop' of Mariana, who derires great advantage from it. Tlie sale is regarded 
as a most excellent /itir, and yields a rtrj considerable income to the present faoUei-j triia 
possesses At talent of picanng those most who pay. the Ughest price. 
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monds, it vfs» tacitly agreed that do white man coold stoop to* such 
dishonour. The point was soon settled ; for I found it best not U^ 
oppose general opinions, nor to enter too minutely on delicate sub^ 
jects ; and it was sotmetimes expedient for me to seem regardless of 
what I was most stedfastly looking aL 

In Tejuco there are about nine or ten principal shopkeepers, to 
whom the establishment itself/ and the officers belonging to it^: jue 
frequently indebted; indeed, these men receive the greater' part' of 
the money due to the various persons employed in the works, in ex* 
change chi^y for English commodities of one description or other. 
^Tbeeiftablfshment is paid once a year, and for this purpose a siim not 
Jess than 300,000 crusades is sent from ViHa Bica, to which nuy be 
tidded 60,000 or lOOfiOO more, found in the gold mines of the dich 
trict. The greater part of this money flowing into the hands of the 
shopkeepers, as above-stated, is iounediately employed in a way;in«-* 
jurious to the interests of Government; nor can [worse .policy ;be 
imagined than that of allowing so large an expenditure in a place 
which offers such temptations. 

Some years ago many gold-mines were washed in this district, but 
as information was given that diamonds were found in them, they were 
ordered to be abandoned. At present more equitable measum are 
adopted, and the proprietors are commencing to work some of them 
again, under an agreement to give up what diamonds they find*. 
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^ One Sunday morning during mj stay, an owner of a washing came to the house of the 
Intendant, and brought him two mtsetable diamonds of bad colour, which did not weigh 
together abov€ fire grains ; und these^ he :said, were aM which his ten negroes had found' in 
sir weeks. In the oouxse of conyersationy thfe Intendant obseired that all the smugglm 
were either imprisoned or dispersed, when the man inunediatelj assumed an appearance of. 
great disgust at the mention of persons of so vile a description, and was liberal in his epithets 
of abuse on them. — If I durst ha?e enquired how it happened that his negroes in six weeks 
oottld find qnlj two iad'C$hur€d diamonds, what emotions would this immaculate miner 
have manifested 1 
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There is a general order ta work all the gold-mines which were for<« 
merly confiscated, and this measure will, it is hoped, increase the 
quantity of gold, and hare a good effect in every respect. 

If Government are obliged to hire negroes wherever they can ob« 
tain them, (which appears to be the case,) it would be at least expe« 
dient to have a store to supply them, in order that the money paid 
in wages to them might return into the funds of the establishment. 

The biting of negroes to the diamond works is the favourite occu^ 
pation of all ranks in Tguco ; rich and poor endeavour to engage in 
it to as great an extent as their property will allow. The pay of the 
slaves is trifling compared with the risk, their labour being heavy, 
tiieir maintenance poor, and their treatment harsh ; there must, there^ 
fere, be some temptation not openly seen, yet as well known as light 
from darkness. Numbera of persons are thus induced to reside in 
Tguca under various pretexts, but with no other real view th^p to 
get their negroes into the service, and to live idly <m their wages, and 
on what they conceal or pick up. Thus all fatten upon the pasture, 
except those in the extreme of indigence, and others who, from neg- 
lect of economy, are always poor. There are a numerous class, from 
the age of seven years to upwards of twenty, who are without any 
visible means of earning their subsistence, and would remain idle 
eiven if manufactories were established ; for though they are brought 
up from their infancy with negro-children, yet in the working de- 
partment they would abandon their former play-fdlows. The people 
in general are rendered more averse from habits of regular industry 
by the continual hopes which they indulge of becoming opulent by 
some fortunate discovery of mines; these fallacious ideas, which 
they instil into the minds of their children, strongly prejudice iibem 
against labour, though they all exist miserably, and not unfrequently 
depend upon donations. Their education is extremely limited : they 
ar^ in general total strangers to the sciences, aud are very scantily 
informed on any useful subject. 



( 1255 ) 

As the object of my journey into this district was to examine into 
the real state of afiairs, and to give a true report- of them on my ret 
turn, for which purpose I was furnished with many privileges never 
allowed to any person before, and was thus enabled to see all that i 
d^red, humanity requires that I should make some observations tm 
the fate of those unfortunate persons who have been tempted tb 
smuggle diamonds, and have been caught in the act. I even men^ 
tioned the subject to the minister on my return to Rio de Jan^ro j 
but as his occupations were great, and the state of 'my health re^ 
quired me to leave the country immediately^ nothing more was said 
of it. 

The great demand for these precious articles, and the faicility of 
secreting them, have caused them to be searched for and oariried 
away in violation of the existing laws of the conntry* Of tbd 
numbers who have engaged in this illicit traffic^ from an eager desire 
to become rich at once, many have eluded die vigilance of the guards^' 
and have finished their career with credit and opulence ; others le$B 
fortunate have been detected, and have incurred the punishment an^ 
nexed to the offence, namely, the surrender of their illegally kcqAiiredf 
treasure, the confiscation of their whole property, and exile to Afrieia^ 
or confinement, perhaps for life, in a loathsome prison. 'Mtld asare^ 
the criminal laws of Brasil; the latter part of this sentence is an ex-' 
ception at which buman nature shudders. Surely, when a poor 
wretch who has been tempted to this ofience has atoned for it by the 
loss of all he possessed, he has suffered sufficiently without being 
subjected to the forfeiture of personal liberty, and to all the woes in* 
cident to hopeless captivity. Far be it from me to countenance any. 
infringement on the laws which have been established for the protec- 
tion of property, eidier public or private ; to respect the institutionSi 
of whatever nation I may live in, I hope I shall always be among the 
first, and to encourage others to disregard them, the very last ; fbt 
illicit trade of every description is a deceitful and dangerous pursuit, 
the sweets of which are ever attended with a counteracting portioo 
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qi^^Civilj^t. V T}m object pfiQj reasoning is to fihew/ that these dc^^riided 
glprsoQs l^ave . been. o€ service tathe state, and may still be r enured 
lis^fol.tq;it. . ; M^aj it »be ^permitted me. to .enquire who mere the«disK 
coveters of perhaps all the diamond mines which have enriched tho 
caskets of; the. royal family, of Portugal beyond comparison. with 
tbose^.of .any other state, and which have not only augmented thiqi 
reyepues. of the. government, but have proved the source from whicli 
many .respectable and eaiterprising individuals have derived theitf 
opulepce ? Adventurers, who, at great risk and with indefatigaUe 
toil, iiave penetrated unknown forests, and explored deep ravines 
amopg the haunts of the savage Anthropophagi, in search of gold-t 
mines,, and in them have by chance found diamoads, When a place 
^jCthiff .descriptioQ has been once discovered by these nien, it seldoiiai 
lemains long secret ; the agents of GU>veniment take possession of it,^ 
aikd, either work it inimediately, or guard it until a future occaaioR^ 
The discoverer of course flies from the place ;, and if he have picke4 
^p a. few stones, or robbed the earth of smne of its most brilliant 
ifaritic^, he. will seek the. best and safest means of procuring value foc- 
theiOv If he be a man. of sufficient property, he will hire afew mulea^ 
^p^them with oottpn,. bacon, and other. commodities, and proceed 
iQ.^o de Janeiro in nqgular form. On his arrival t;bere, he enten 
some .good house in. which he iias . confidence, and < disposes . of hj% 
Qonqealed treasure. His mind is then relieved from apprehension^ 
and he begins, to. make preparations for his return,. His 6rst care i» 
to. lay out his money, to the best advantages negrx>es are his chief 
object, and these pay a duty tp.tlie state, qa their leaving Aagola^ 
and axipther of ten milreis each cm.enteripg th^ fining cpuntryk If 
^ley be employed in mining, Government obtains a fifth of th^gold 
£bund, and if in agriculture, a tenth of the produce is exacted. The 
ijfext object of the adventurer is to Jay in ^ stock of woollenB,i<and 
other English manufactures, which^pay a. dutyr of. fifteen per cent on 
being landed, and are subject to another^ according to their if^ieight^* 
cm entering the territory of the. mines. Thus it really appean that^ 
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no6t of. the contraband property is divided between the state and 
the) smuggler : but this is not al] ; the diamonds are sent out of the 
covintrj^ and real effects of value are received in return, leavings a 
balance much in favour of BraziL 

' This illicit: trade has been carried on to a very considerable extent i 
there is strdng presfumptive authority for stating that, since the first 
discovery of the mines, diamonds to the amount of two millions ster- 
ling have thus found their way to Europe, exclusive of what the con-^ 
tractors accounted for; This has been owing to the ill mani^nient 
of the whole establish bient, and to the total want of necessary regu-^ 
httions, which have prevailed so loiig, that it will not be easy to 
apply a remedy. Let us suppose for a . moment the System to be 
changed; the two thousand negroes employed in the establishment 
to be the property of the crown (whom two years' profit of the dia-« 
mond mines would be adequate to purchase); tliese degroes to be 
suppKed with every article for their support from a general store, 
and td be treated as mildly s» possible : they would then form a 
Society, and, knowing no other .masters than tlieir officers, would 
have only one common interest to serve. The contraband trade by 
this means, though perhaps not totally destroyed, would receive an 
irrecoverable blow, and would be reduced almost to' nothing. Should 
iKUch a change take place, the shopkeepers, and those persons who 
subsist by hiring negroes to the Works, would find the source of their 
emoluments dried up, and, rather than reniain at Tejuco, would mi*' 
grate to situations more -congenial to their interests.*: thus the district 
would be freed from that bane which has so long over*run it, and 
Government would reap the advantage of having the mines worked 
by their own negroes, whom it would be difficult for others to 
seduce.' . • 

Another evil which such a change of system would be ctdculated 
to remove, is the following: — Every article of sustenance required for 
the establishment is purchased of farmers who reside a fisw leagues 
fiT>m Tejuco, or who have farms at a greater disliance ; and this al>. 

L L 



( «« ) 

curd practice is ^ cause o£ much nnqiecessar j kitereoufse. > There 
are thousanda of acres of excellent land in the vicinity of the diamond 
worka^ having choice of situation, and fit tot the growth of every 
species of produce. How well might a part of the, force above^nsen*^ 
tionad be .occasionaUj> spared for a few days only, to be employed 
iB.the. firsfa.operatioofi of husbandry, which would be, to inclose a 
sufficient quantity, of ground in various parts ibr the maintenance of 
the ertablishment . A certain number of n^oes would be allotted^ 
in proportion to the land under cultivation, and on particular occa* 
sions, as in harvest,, an au&iliary force would be always at hand. 
This would be farming with, double advantage ; tlie plough would 
woFk instead of the hoe ;: alter-crops would be sown to be eaten cjff 
the graund, which, would thus be enriched and kept in good condi-^ 
l^n« ; Numbers of acres would be^ planted with artificial grass, sub* 
jtit to- imrigation. where that was^ practicaU^ and thus, contrary to 
the i^aerai practice, the cattle would be provided with subsisteBjcft 
iia th^ dry season;- Indian corn, whea^ mandioca, feijones, potatoes^ 
Jcc« would be cultivated, and, under proper management, . would 
ykid bnps equal to the most sanguine jexpectaUon. Sfcore^houses,. 
witb irequisite conveni^ioes, would soon be ejected, in. which the 
gtaim might: be kept without spoiling* Thus would the first princi^ 
I^es of hosbandry be introduced into the district, and prove.a source 
of :more lasting bianefit to the state- than mines either of gold or dia^ 
»onds,Mf0r when. the latter were exhausted tlieie would remain an 
activ^e land induBtrious population^. It seems, indeed, to. have beea 
tine .purpose of nature, in distributiiig the^e. precious substances in 
tkese remote. J and almost unkiiown parts, to allure civiliaed men to 
settle upon them.^ . / < 

From tlie circumstances which have been already explained, it 
will appear that, under t^e present system, the Government pay for 
all the diamonds that :Me found here, and probably receive little more, 
tiian- oiie4ialf4 tbraefove it is. CKideot that thooe coxtvejred through 
other channels can be sold to the public at a. lower price than that 
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ftt which the former are obtained. But th6 Embarrassed state' of tht 
establishment is sach, that the managers cannot lessen their ex^ 
pences, being obliged to take credit for every^ article^ and to hire 
almost any negroes that aite offered. These evils have taken tod 
deep root to be eradicated, evett by the abilities of the present In* 
ieridant : had such a man been placed here forty years ago^ em« 
powered to act without controul, and to govern the district as private 
property, on the principles above stated, he might have rendered it 
rich and independent. 

As all the diamonds found in these works belong to the crown, the 
royal femily have been accustomed to select from the quantity annually 
remitted whatever stones they considered worthy thetr notice, which 
were generally those exceeding seventeen carats. They were^ fbr*^ 
merly sent to Holland to be cut, the Dutch being the contractors of 
the diamonds, from the first discovery of the mines ; but since the 
emigration of the court to Rio de Janeiro, that trade has bten trany^ 
lerred to England, where these preciou% stones anmially arrive, and 
are sold by private contract. > 

The collection of diamonds now in the possession of the Prince 
Regent is unequalled in number, si^e, and quality^ by that of any 
potentate in the world ; and I am credibly informed that it eaceeda 
in value three millions sterling. 

This dbtrict has a direct communication with. Bahia, and a few* 
troops of mules are continually employed in going from one plaoe 
to the other. The journey is much longer tl»n to Rio de Janeiro, 
but the country is less mountainous ; there arc) fbwer ranchos or 
hovels on the road, and in two parts it is requi^te to carry freak 
water for t\Vo days' consumption. The commodities sent from. Te* 
juco and Minas Novas are very trivial, consisting of topazes, ame^ 
thysts, and other stones ; in return fof which are brought £og|lisb 
fine manufactured goods, particularly hats, printed cottooa^ sliQek<«: 
Higs, and saddles, which have bben much cheaper in Bahia tbaa in 

L h 9f ! 
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En^and. Goarser aitickb are geaersdiy «eQt from fiio de 
tke distance being, as before observed^ much shorter.. 

. . lOf nav^ble rivers, we can say but little. ^ The jnaoy small streamy 
that rise in various parts join, and form the Jigitonhonda, which, "aat 
before observed) may be navigated to sea, without, any impedimeat, 
in atrppqst ten days. time. How iimoh would the country be benefited 
if a port, were established at the entrance of this river, and vessels 
w^e allowed toilDad and unload ; canoes would find their ^ay from 
thence into the interior in the short space of. twenty days, loaded 
with every article necessary for the consumption of the district. 
How .superior would this mode of conveyance he to that of niaking 
roads through imperyioos woods, and oyer, almost impassable moucH 
tains* How many. thousands of crusades aoBualiy expeqdied on: 
mules would be tlius. saved to the public, and .what numbefs.oCinen 
would thus, be bained for the service of the: marine, instead of 'those 
now employed as muleteers. With the advantage of such a. iCfMn? 
in unication, Miaas Novas gpd Gerro do !Frio would soon moreithan 
double their population, and it might be anticipated that the banks, 
of these fine rivers, now lying des^ted and useless, would bloom with 
eyery variety of vegetation which this genial climate is capable of 
prckkicingf. ., <'..;.,.• •.^ 

Under the present system Tejuco ought to maintain itseH^ and. 
have>the least possible intercourse with other places. Itsrconunefce. 
<Mght to be confined wholly to gold and precious atones ; but should 
Govemhient determine to make diamonds a free trade, then a con- 
trary policy would be requisite. On this- subject I shall, in the s^ 
qjuel, ha v« some observations to make.. 

' The quadrupeds of Cerro do Frio are common toi other parts of 
Brazil.' Mules are the principal beasts of burthen, and arufmuob 
dearar than in the districts more to the southward^. Horses are not? 

' 4 ^ • 

SO numerous, but cheaper^ being in very Jittle request^ and used onlyi, 
onjourneys of pleasure. Horncfd -cattle are: bred at a. considerable disn) 
tancci and brought for the consumption of the pjace. Sheep arer 
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^almost unknoMrh; hogs tod' goats are rocn'i^ |>Ientlf^ 
are but few, and the ra^e is vdry iildiflfereBt. Oiinceb aW5^»v^iy sel- 
dom seen ; tbet« are not many deer •; the danta; ot* tapir, Ai^ not Mn^ 
common.' . .-' -^. - '^ .-i -: • .; i 

Of birds there ate a few varieties, but in no great numbers : par- 
tridges are itither common ; We shot several in our way to the^difibri- 
ent mines, which proved good eating. Domestic' fe wlk» ate^ ' in^ £61e- 
rfeble plenty, but by no' liieans bheap; being eighteed^peiiee 'to two 
shillings each. - ' ; • .» ;; | 

Of serpents, I sawOiily oiie, and it Was hatlmlesiGr ! but 1 wJwitti 
formed that the rattle-snake attd the jarai^aca, bbih equally vendm^ 
oi*s, are coimnon inthi^' district; Lizaitls'are very numerous, ^nd 
the c«ymttni c>r alligatdi^ns found in most df the rivett. ^ ^ " ' 

Fish are extremely scarde in all thfe stite&ifts, owinjg to the Quantity 
df matter with which their Waters are impregnated fVom liie nuniefous 
wafshings. "-- -• -'• --> ^ •< 1 • -.;•-; ' ?.;•.•.• 

J ISiis district is in geneMl ftee fironi that' troublesome plague, thfe 
mosquito, as that insect is peculiar to low and swampy places, an^ 
does not bite with stich disagreeable effect ib elevated and airy^ situ- 
atioViS4 Bees are- but litlle attended to, and are Scarcely known ; 
were the management of them better understckiid and practised by 
thd inhabitants,' they nuight be much increased, add wax might even 
bfe'ei[pofted.- ••• ' ^ .^ : .' •• t 'r. -• : ■• • '- 

' In closing my observations oA this district, I may be jiet^mkted to 
add some particuktrs re)aiif e to the capital. The'faihili^s Whbm Ihatl 
the hdfiour to visit* appeared to li^e in gr^at sodability: Tliey fre- 
quently form tea-parties. The dress of th6 ladiies cofotsists almost 
entirely of titticlefe of English manufacture, cotton prints, straw hab, 
artificial flowers, jeweilry,' Ac * Owing t6 the great distance of Tguco 
from a sea-port, piano-fortes haVe not been introduced here, or fhey 
\vt)<ild ptobabiy be in great demand ; for the l^ies in general have a 
taste f«iTtnUstc, and touch the guitar with great spirit and elegance. 
Dancii^g is a favourite amusement, and all appear much plestoed &n4 
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MMtoa^d with the English countryHiapcei. The ladies seldom ^ 
abiroetd)^ except t<o iquss^ ami thjsn tbey are usually carried in a chair 
hung with curtains and a canopy , and suspended from a pc^e, borne 
by two men. The sedentary habits of the females I have oilen^ 
tbou^jt injurious to their health ; but, since Eoglish saddles have 
beei» jntroduoed^ they begin to take airings on horseback. 
. . Warm baths are very generally used, being considered of great 
efficacy in removing recent colds, to which all persons here are 
liable, on account of the peculiar nature of the climate. They are 
invariably offered at night to travellers, as a means of relieving the 
pains occBKioned by the fatigues of the day. • 

A continuance of il) health obliged me to take leave of my friends 
in Tejuco, and (o.returp.to Rip de Janeiro with all possible expedi<» 
^n* U will not \y& e^p^ct^d tha^t I should relate all the particulars 
ot my journey thither, ^s I retraced my former route with a few 
occasional deviations ; I shall therefore confine myself to whatever 
I sa^v worthy of ii^terest which I did not observe on my way to 
T(^uco, 

. Mro QeCamara did ipe the honour to accompany me as far as 
3ftn .Gonj^ftJeyi and thewed me a work a shoit distance from the esta^- 
bllshm^tf near the margin of a river of the same name. As I staid 
here one entire d^y with this gentleman, I bad leisure to examine this 
singular situation, where I, for the first time, found mountains of' 
sjp|iite» incredibly hardi composed of hornblende and feldspar. 
Abofit forty yei^rs ago this excavation, which was of con»derable 
depth, was suddenly filled up by the bursting-*in of the side, for want 
of proper support to resist the pressure of thei incumbent stratum, 
whieh falling :in invnense n^asses, totally destroyed the works ; and 
they reinained in this state until about two yearo ago. As the wingti 
pf yagu9 report, are iu gener^ much longer than those of truth, this 
place had the reputation of being extremely rich in diamonds, and ' 
the apparent, in) possibility of clearing it, added greatly to the credit 
^irhieh wa^ ^ven to it« Old inhabitants came forward to ray th&t 
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tkey had been eniplojed in thfs works whdil tbe^accidept bap^icndd^ 
and that the diamonds found in tliem excelled m TiJxmk^^mib.^M 
fineness those produced at a^y othfei^ plaice.' iHn^e' mports WMm*. 
reached the ear9 of the lutendaoty ^ho, within a year after eoieriiig- 
opon his office at Tejuco» formed a plan of eleBting and €ixi6avatiiig^ 
the works. Such a stupendous undertaking was calculated oblgr for 
a man of his soperior talents and enterprise, tte-^dtationsdrjtltara' 
four hundred negroes under the direction of the best oiEcerft ot^tiie> 
establishment; inclined planes were formed, and piiHeysi calculated'^ 
to lift immense weigbtsi were erected. As some df the massek df 
sienite were too large to be raised whole, and the substance was.sof 
hard that steel would not stand to bore it, they were obliged to cod-^ 
trive means, for breaking them. Recounsie was had toi large fires^ with 
which the rocks were heated, and cold wate^'wasi thrown upontheiii/ 
from tubs suspended by long pieces of timber formed soihe what like* 
cranes. After six months of very heavy aoA incessant laboufy the: 
place was cleared. Let us for a moknent reflect on the sai^mer 
expectations which liad been formed respecting liie sii» of the <lbU' 
mond^, their number and brilliancy, the hoDOursthatwodhl be conl^^ 
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ferred on the officers, &c. ; and we may judge what must havv beenj 
the general disappointment, when, after the bottom had. been scraped, 
not a diamond was found ! Thus ended this serious trial, made at^ 
great expence, labour^ and risk ; like many other speculations^ iHiilt' 
on the delusive stories propagated by old mii^erB fespev^Ag 'pkces^ 
formerly worked^ by which new adrenturers are tempted; and fre<- 
quentJy ruined. 

I continued my former route, visiting the same friends who had- 
received me on my journey to^ Tejuco, until I arrived at Cocaes. 
In the vicinity of this place are -found fine amethysts and 
crystals, thitMigh which titaniam is interspereed. Proceeding from 
hence, I took a more easterly route to the vilkige of Bramada, 
distant about five leagues. A great part of the road was covered « 
with rich iron ore. I passed through the irillage of St. John^ and 
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eiiterad : a fine ivailejr^ Ihrongh which ran a little rivukt^ called 
Stu Antonio ;'«rf a more delightful place cannot be imagined: the 
gioundSy which lay in gentle elerations^: were capable of every kind 
of cultivation, and appeared calculated amply to repay the farmer 
ibr. any labour he might bestoMT upon them. In addition to these 
advantages^ and that of a fine climate, this vicinity yet contatnis 
some places extremely rich in gold. At the end of this valley we 
crossed the rivulet over a good stone bridge, and passed throu^ a 
pretty hamlet c^alled Barra ; proceeding a league farther, we arrived 
at the house of Captain J6s6 Alvarez, who received me with great 
kindness. This being Sunday ^ many of the neighbours were on a 
visit to his house ; .a sumptuous dinner had been provided, and tibe. 
evening passed ia^ very interesting conversation relative to the mode 
of mining in that neighbdurhood* Next day I. went to visit the 
gold-ivorks belonging to this < gentleman, the principal of which^ wdk 
skuated near, the sunsiait/of a inountain of ai^illaceous schistus, 
one part of which seemed to have slipped from the other, leaving a 
oleft of twenty fe^ perpendicular. The face of thiis cleft appeared 
of; difierent. coldurs, some mudi more ferruginous than others ; the 
parts esteiemed most rich in /gold had the. appearance of irregular 
cavities, now filled by a substance not unlike ferruginous stalactite 
in decoidppsition. This mountain has produced a great quantity of 
goM, and continues yet rich : it may be truly called auriferous ; for 
i directed negroes to bring rae specimens of earth Irotn every part of 
the cleft, firom the roots of the grass to the bottom, all of which I 
found to contain gold. At this place stamps are used to reduce the 
indurated substaneesi but they are so ill-constructed as to produce 
but little effect. . After a most pressing invitation to stay, and ad* 
vantageonS;ofiers of* land, to a considerable extent, which I found it 
expedient to decUtle, I tookirleave of the owner of this establish- 
ment,^ Md passed^ a Vi^ry^lirge house belonging to Captain-mor Penha, 
a very <>f uffeiit minel^, who has. a large establishment of negroes^ 
and extensive lands. I continued imy route five leagues through 
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9^ auriferous ' xtt«Hit#yr passed the i^illage of St; Barbara^ andaii^' 
rived at Catos Altm.^ From bence I proceeded tio< Vilhk Rica; iridi« 
OQt obsemng any thipg* worth notice. - - , ::) -, 

I was here received with the same attefntioii''aiid fwpect iwfaksfet 
I had experienced on my first visit. Finding it necessary tin re* 
jnain here a few days to recruit my health, I examined a vaaaety 
pf substances that had been collected for me during my absence, 
but was not fortunate enough to meet with any thing very inter- 
resting. The theatre being open, I passed two evenings theiei 
and was much gratified: to find that the rational ainusaxKnt of 
the drama had superseded savage bull-fights. The theatre and de- 
corations were neat, and the performances tolerable ; were tbey bei^ 
ter encouraged, the public would receive greater gratification. They 
liave eyer been under the control of^the governor, and are g^net&Ilj 
so fettered as to be obliged to perform such pieces only as^ his caprice 
may dictate. 

Xicaving Villa Rica, I continued my journey to the capital, where 
I arrived about the middle of February 1810, in a most exhausted 
state, from the combined effects of fatigue and an indisposition 
which continual exertion and want of rest had increased in a con* 
siderable degree. I informed His Excellency the Cond6 de Liii*» 
bares of my arrival, and, in a few days afterwards^ bad the hot 
nour of presenting to him a report, stating the partioulafs of my 
journey. I was afterwards introduced to the Prince, who did me 
the honour to express his approbation of my account of the coun^ 
try through which I had tmvelled, aijd requested m» to publish 
it.. He was graciously pleased to make both my attenda&ts of-^ 
ficers, in reward for their good conduct ; and when 1 expressed 
my thanks for this piark of his attention, he repliedi tlmt it was 
too trivial to notice, and desired me to name in what manner he 
could testify the sense he entertained of my service9t At this 
Tnoment my health was so extremely precarious, that I could not 
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think of remainiiig in Rio de Jandro^ where I found myself dailj 
getting worse; otherwise I have not the smallest doubt that the 
generosity of the Prince would have amply repaid me for the 
firtigues I had encountered* 
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CHAP. XVI. 
General View of Minas Geraes. 

THE capitania of Minas Geraes extends from 600 to 700 miles 
from north to south, and about the same distance from east to 
west. It is bounded on the north by the capitania of Bahia ; on the 
vest by that of Goyaz ; on the south by the river Paraibima, which 
divides it from the capitania of Rio de Janeiro. It is separated from 
the district of Espiritu Santo and the coast by an immense chain, of 
mountains, which country, being inhabited by the Anthropophagi, is 
of course very little known. 

' This capitania is estimated to contain three hundred and sixty 
thousand inhabitants, of whom two hundred thousand are negroes, or 
thdr ioimediate ofispring. The population of Indians is not included 
in this estimate, nor can it be ascertained ; they are considered 
as by no means numerous, as they never make any opposition against 
an arijBed force, however small. In the course of my journey I did 
not see one, except die child at the village of Cohceppao, nor did I 
-ev^r hear of any of them becoming civilized, or liviiig in any of the 
villages with the settled inhabitants*. 

~ The regular military establishment of the capitania is very respect* 
able, and consists of 1400 cavalry, which number is prescribed by 



* From all accounts relative to the Indians, either by the officers employed against them, 
and better acquainted with their habits than other men, or from any of the settlers who live 
near the coast, it does not appear that they have the smallest knowledge of gold or of pre«- 
eip9§ stolies i henos tbqr P^ in no degvee have contributed to the discovery of. those trea« 
sures in the districtf 
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law^ and cannot be augmented. Their principal station is at Villa 
Rica, where the general resides, who, jointly with the governor, issues 
all orders respecting them. They forai a disposeable force for the 
general service of the capitania ; they are appointed to guard certain 
places known to contain valuable products ; also to receive tolls, col- 
lect tythes, patrole the roads, and search suspicious persons, for 
which purposes parties of them are stationed at the various guard- 
houses and registers. They go in quest of felons, guard the prisons, 
and lifke^vise execute orders to iwpresB man levied for service in Bio 
de Janeiro; They are employed exclusively in the mining country, 
which they never quit, except wlien they ^cort; diamonds and. trea- 
sure to the capital, or are dispatched on any particular service* The 
regimenft is a very fine one, and enjoys so high a reputation, that 
numbers are continually offimog to enlist in it. While I was at ViUa 
Rica nearly . two hundred vdonteera were serving, without, any. bd- 
muneration whatever, waiting to be placed on; the estaUtriunent 
according to thoir senionty^ as vaoanoies should occor. . This affbi^ds 
llie general an opportunity of choosing the most soldieri-like men, 
and those of best character, : ini which respects it is asserted^, and I 
believe with ^eat truth, .that the oorpB is unrivalled. The officers 
jenter very young, and terve as cadets^lbr a certain period^, daring 
iwhieh they perform) the duty aodi recetvie the pay of privates^'fram 
«whom they are distinguished by a star ion* the fij^t shonldery and 
generally exiercise^ fogether^ Tfa^y are ph>tnoted > according ta 6e^ 
niorfty. 

Besides this force, there is a militia, in whidi all the male inha- 
bitaints . of the capitania are enrolled, and are liable to be called oiit 
when occasions require. It is a part of the present policy of the 
Prince's ministers to stimulate the Crepli^ns to active occupations, 
by obliging them either to till their grounds^ or to enter the ranks 
■and become soldiers. 

The known produce of this vast extent of tonitory comes next 
under consideration. On this subject I shall not follow a variety of 
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vague a^iiountoi which bnverbeen ccmi piled with Uttle negani to 
truth, but shall present to the reader the result of mjr bwa obaery* 
atioDs.. w . ., : 

1 1 he great quautities of gold, precious stones, iron, &c. produced 
in this country have been largely treated upon. Gaiena, oc'sulpbuo' 
ret of lead, is found only near Abaitb. Antimony abounds in the 
vicinity of Sahara ; native bismuth is found near Villa Bioa ; axseni** 
cal and martial pyrites are very cornxnon. ; titanium is found in oc«* 
taedral crystals, also in beautiful prisms. and tender spiculae, finely 
grouped in rock crystal. Platina Jiiay be. obtained in tolerable 
quantities at Largos, but the place which produces it haa been aban* 
doned from want of a market. Chromate of lead,. I was infonned# 
is found in the vicinity of Cocaes : I saw several pieces in itbef{tos- 
session of Dr. Gomedez of that place. At Te^uco, also, I waabhewn 
some, and was presented with two pteteei^i which am lunooambidj 
fine, more brilliant in colour than.that from Siberia, and distinfCtljf 
crystallized on a matrix of granular sand-stone^ accompanied with 
the green oxide of chrome. , Copper can scarcely be said to exist in 
this country ; the only place at present knoiwn tOv produce it^ is a 
mountain twenty leagues, fronv Xejuoo^ : where <sQi[aU paiticleij appear 
IB a rock! x>f quartz and hOTnbiende :. thie ikiatnx is so. hard, and the 
quantity of copper so trivial, as to afford qo encouragement to work 
it. The place has been, examined by the. lafaendant^ and. is.,knt)iwn 
to most, persons in Tejuco*. lyfo mines of silveo have: been disx^vewd 
in the capitania, but. the gold is generally found to contain that pre** 
cious metal, sometimes in great, proportion. No tin, cobalt, ov $ny 
0th«r ndetal, except those above mentioned, has be^n hitherto met 
with. • . 






^ At a place calicd Caldrones, near to Oro Brancb, t received two bits of this metal, bat 
they were so small anci disfigured, as to leare strong doubts re^p^cting their being natural } 
the more so, by reason of the many imposltibos that were attempted to be practised npoo me 
by ifalie ^ecimens of copper of9h Alnr* &c* 
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< Of salts, impure nitrate of potass is formecl in great abundaqce; 
geoemlly^ if Botlaltt^ys, in calcareous situlitions,^ in a tract o^ c6Ud^ 
try wliich ccnnmences from ten to fourteen degrees west of Tejuco^ 
particulaorly at Moote RodHgo, which' is - situatdd between the two 
edebreted rivers* called Rio dos Velhos and Fatanna. Tliis moun* 
tain ' IN very large and well-wooded ; the stratum is calcareous, and 
contains many caves furred^ as it Were, with nitrate of pb'tass. Since 
Government has made nitre an object of conmieree, arid encouraged 
its productions^ many famiUeif have settled at this pliace, and havd 
coUdcted large i quantities of this saliferoiis substance, which, "aiTtef, 
several opeitalions, is sent to Rio de Jandm^ wbeiie it is' refined fov 
the great powder-*numuikctbry recently estabiish(bd tieBt that city. 

vIp various places afe found ^the inest clays in great plenty, fit for^ 
porcekinr and earthenware of every desci'iption, which are entirely 
iKE^lected« In other pai;to3 1 "saw' cyanite, actinolite, tremdite^ pot^ 
Stone, and chlorite. Conglomerate masses of recent formation, eiH 
velopiilg diamonds and grains t>f gold, are sometimes, though rardy, 
met with ; also a siliceoys substance of a fine duk-^blue colour, pro^ 
bably totally unknowih 

On the vegetable products of this capitania I have but lew-ob«^ 
servations to make, in addition :to those already given in the conrHt 
of my narrative. Many parts are well calculated ibr the growth of. 
hemp and flax, and water for; steeping them is easily attmned in 
most situations ; so that the only impediment to the introduction ol^ 
these nsefoV plants a{)pears to be the labour required to clean them ». 

In' the immense woods the finest trees are frequently destroyed by 
the creeping plants, which cannot grow without adhering to some ^ 
support. When they attach themselves to a tree, they shoot up very 
rapidly^ encircling it with numerous fibres, and in a few years become 
so strong as entirely to stjop the growth of the tree, and at length 
destroy it. When in a young state, they are so flexible as to h^ . 
oised/or ordiimry purposes instead of cords. I have seep negroes 
niake their bridles of them, and ride with them for a day together^' 
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• As these forests remam unexplored, man j of -the tr^ me wk^ 
^nowp, iiikl coDsequentlj the qualities of their harks. However, 
there are some ysed by the inhabitants. in djaeing ydlow ; and I watf 
informed, some yielded a Uack colour that could not be washed out. 
There is a variety which serves for curing skins, or tanning, some of 
which give the hide a red colour, others leave it alnjost white r but 
this art is so little known, and the. people are so averse to employ-^ 
ments of this sort, that it has hitherto made little progress* ^ 

Gum tragacanth is in great plenty, and of a very good quaUtfj^ 
Thfsrie are inunense quantities of aromatic shrubs; and I found in 
raaqy places upon the bark of trees, and more particulaa*ly upon. old 
wood, a lichen^ which yielded to water a most beautifiil crimson 
colour*: .Jointed canes grow spontaneously, firequently abovie thirty^ 
feet loQg, and in many places form arcades over the road: tkeso 
plaqts always indicate the spil to be very fertile. 

Ferns grow ^o large, as almost to lose their characteiistic : i b»ve 
ji^quently seen them twelve feet faigh^ These and mother suceulea^ 
plants, when reduced to ashes, serve to make soap, of which almost 






-'^ A part of the lichen which I brought home with me I pretented to a geotlemaa wjia 

was fond of chemical experiments : he obtained from the small quantity of three grains as 

mucli colooring matter ais imparted to an ounce of fluid a deep purple, sufficTendy strong for 

every purpose of dycidg. 

Tlie following are the results of some experiments which be did me the favour t» make: ) 

White sewing-silk, put into an alcoholic solution only once, recdved a fine strong puiple« 

Part of a skein of the same material was put into a solution of potash, which produced ^ 

purple deeper in hue than the former. 

Cotton thread and worsted yam, immersed only once in the same solution, produced very 
nearly the same colours. 

The part of a skein of silk dyed an die alcoholic solution was immersed ia a sohition ol 
muriate of tin, which produced a beautiful lilac, approaching to dove-coloured blue. The 
same substance dyed in a solution of potash, and immersed in a solution of muriate of tin, 
became a few shades darker, and rather more of a pink hue. Thete' are not ^nfavour^le 
results iiom a quantity 40. miautef and I feel opnfident that this substaaee may be icnfdescil 
a very Taluable article of trade. 
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e^d^negmH^dira theprooeas^andmostfamflim for tiheirbwiififie/ 

1^0" very Bhart>^ and washesrwliite articles iMcommoiily w«lL*; In 
tb&s fne country t' wliere almost cnrery > gradation' of cliiM&te may be 
foundv Eufx^pe^n Yniils^ such as olivei^ almonds^ chesuuts, mulber^ 
tiesK&Ck .wouldrtbrive, if properly attended to. : 
vThe mulberry is cultivated at one/plaoe) where tsaw a few silk*^ 
workns^ • ^ The climate is favourable to them, but the population m^ 
not sufficient to carry the breeding of them to any ex ten t^ as they 
r^qiiixegieat attendance and cw^ 

.: CoGhio^al jnay:beraid to be ahnoet unknown in ihecapitaniar fk^ 
pahna Christi grows* spontaneously » and irom its seeds great quantitt^tf . 
ofcmUff oil' jiiay> be entraoted.. Fop bananas and other fcropicd iturte 
the dimateL is> not sufficiently hot, and is too changeable. Beans^ 
peasf and* pulse in > general, are very fine; pumpkins abo, and cab* 
bages grow to a great £a2e.i It is a fine country for flowejB ; the rose 
is .eadifemely ftagmnt, aiid jb iD/bictotii all the year. « Varieties 6f tibe 
pflaiiQn*flower ate found in all parts ; pinks and carnations, trith 
numberlesia other jftawers,! grow in great profusion* 

This capitania contains four comarcos, or districts^ St Joao del 
Bey, Sahara, Villa Rica, and Cerro do Frio^ all of which produced 
Inuch more gold a few years after their discovery than at presentj, 
though in the year 1809 Villa Rica alone received for gold pennuted 
a hundred and six arrobas of thirty «t wo pounds each. The mines ia 
the other three comarcos cannot be rated to permate less than froin 
fi'f^n to twenty arrobas, therefore the capitania may be estimated 
to yield to Government, as the annual fifth, a quantity not less thai^ 
ofie hundred and fifty arrobas. ' 

St. Joao del Rey, the capital of the district so ealled, is a eoi)« 
siderable towa^ and contains at least five thousand inhalHtants. 



1 



^ in aiaoy parts of the ebast, the plant which produces the barilla would probably flonrisbf 
abwklamlfy if mtiodveed,' and would form an excellent article of commerce, hot ovSj for ex«* 
portation, but for hoflM consumption. 



( w ) 

t '; 

It is situated ; near the Rio das Mortesi> which runs nortl^iiy, and 
empties ijtself into . the Rio das Velhas; The country around it 
]s>very fertile^ and produces excellent fruits^ both exotic and indige*^ 
nous-; also Indian corn, and beans in great quanties ; a little wheatt 
&c. This coniarco being more cultivated than any other part, is 
oalied the granary of the district.; cheese is made here in tolerable 
quaattty, and bacon very indifferently cured, both which are sent to 
Rio de Janeiro, and form a considerable trade. Great numbers of 
fowls are also sent thither, and a little rum, sugar, and ooffee. PnH 
visions of all kinds are much cheaper than at Villa Rica ; pork and 
beef are about a penny per pound, poultry in proportion, and vege; 
tables equally cheap. 

About two leagues distant from the town is the rivulet of San Jos6*^ 
formedy abounding in gold*washings, some of which continue good^ 
partietilarly those in the vicitaity of a pretty village, called Campan<» 
ha. In the neighbourhood is a mountain that produces a great 
quantity of iron pyrites, which many people belie vie to be gold, and 
say that no. method is yet known for extracting it In this district 
are a great nuniber of pines of a very singular variety, from the bark 
of which exudes much resinous gum. The wood is of a fine browur 
red. colour, full of knots, and inconceivably hard. 

Some 4x)tton, although not very considerable in quantity, is grown 
in this district ; it is spun by hand, and woven into coarse clothings 
generally for the use of the negroes. Finer cloth is sometimes woven 
for table^ihen. The making of lace is a favourite occujpation with 
the ladies of St. Joao del Rey, who are reputed to be more attentive 
to domestic concerns than those of other towns, many of them being 
descendants of the Paulistas, so celebrated for industry and economy. 

The district of Sahara was discovered and settled by the Paulistas, 
who took possession of it as early as the year 1690, or, according to 
some accounts, twenty years earlier. They founded the town which 
ia now the capital of the district, and worked several goldrmine9 in 

^ , . a . — , ^ . 

* Thqre a^ scyeral rimlc^ in vwoua parts that bear this oamct 
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its nei^foourhood, the ptaduod of winch they '• scat > t^ dMin diaiifri 
place, as it; tvas their custom to do with all the gold ifottbd'jn the 
various 'parts^ which diey: explored; on this taccouQt> the c;itf of 
St* Paufs' acquired a n>u6h higher repiitatioii for riohcB: tbsio it me^ 
ritedy it being generally believed that idl t|ie gold sent from i thence 
was procured in that vicinity. Some years after the estaUishmenb of 
Sahara, die Court bf lisbon sent out a nobleman as^jgbvi^iioiiteti^^ 
dues the settlers, knd to oblige them ta pay >a tribute in^cohforrait^ 
to the laws of the colony. The settlers took up arms, ^nd* several 
encounters took place, in dne -of whioh the noblemim waakiUedt 
but, after soiae tique,, the viceroy ient great rpinfofoemenb kiko' th^ 
interior, and quelled the insurgents, who submitted -to pay >^^hiof 
the gdld prodaeed'.': A 'person' of !the name of Artisi who wasa'iiian 
of great) intrepidity! antd perseverancev and' had maide considenibie 
discoveries in the neighbourhood, ^was afterwards appoiikted gbtfemor^ 
4nd this proved the ideaos df reconciling alliparties. '- > n ! . t i 
: WhUbthe iBa/ulistais reniqined within ! th^ir pwh tjepitony ^ tbdyr (wmp 
iibt, in any instance of which there is record, inimical to Govemmeot^ 
but after they had formed a }arg&: settlement, and< wereybeoone 
populdus,. : they »werie not contented with- living in as fine ^ai cli^ 
mate and as fertile a soil as imagination can conceive,, butibegad to 
migfatetin search of gold, trkversing unknown.coontries^ and enoeiin- 
tering ^ery species of fatigue* Wheh they had explored 'and^occii'^ 
pied rich'districtsi at the ex pence of many lives and' indescribable 
hardships, it i» not a matter of suiprise that theyshoiddbe desil'OQS 
to 'maiataiD then* right to them by .every means in theiv powerl 
These enterprising men w^re the only active adventurers in the co^ 
lony ;. thejr knew 'their oi^ii superiority to the re^ of the inhabitants^ 
and a sense 'of 'it ihdined them to oppose Government^ who failed 
not id bestow updn them epithets which they little deserved. It is 
well known, however, that, in the colonial war of 1770, the troops of 
the Portdgueze government would have made but a wretched figure 
without the Paulistas in the Paraguay, and the very extensive terri- 
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toiies io Matto GrQS^;tiMl to tbfc north-viesii wh?re tibey penetrated 
and* foriBed 6Qttlei]ie]ite,rr filmost jiO'vPie^^ . -Tbey acted as cavalrjr 
Cfnl;» ^ and'kk a jatianner^ptouUiai* ,to rthemselveay vbioh was so; fuH rof 
^tratagetni - and< . sufpidsle^ that * tHk^, i Spaniandis twriBi generally, driv^eiH 
panioAtrttoki frotii their podsesaioris^ Their r6xpik>it« are recited with 
€i!thmiastn<by. tiiehid»o€qdant8,:fTv>bo^;ever sememltering the preju^ 
dioeft Whidhithfe S|)aDiatodS)^ntbrtaiii ag&iBftt their oMttiont; ardently dsf 
8ii!e.an.opportimity cf .^mnktmg jbheir anoesticH9^ ilb .the war above^ 
mentioned^the^^Pofftiiiguefle'tiKMi^s, luider Captain Coimbra deSuarai 
tookiman'dnstaiU.Uiet important aettlement of.BiQiGmQd^deSt.iPer 
dro^i wbioh y et remai&i : lin^ th^r tposaesfioA'i and it^is thought that 
the' whole I territory oft -the north/side. of :thePla|ft w;9^Ui b^a Very 
eaay conquest, .which'th^ FaidistaQ alone: wpnH ^Mlyi r(^lwnte6r> to 
aoeomfdiskt \I ctonotconbludetthisdi^eiBsi^ki; wi^ho^t ohfleFVfing,. w 
<KMiitcad#etl(Mi! .to 4he;{Qpprobiiun| .and.cAluaitiy>bHe(|tCH¥ed on these 
menv «nd ttbe /aItoiGhai]^s i of di^oo^tent and ; rebelHon ! wbichf h«Ve 
^enrbrtaxi^ht^gQ&ilat/.lihetn^lthatthe .Prino^ :ha$ not «»Q)te;lt>yaliSub^ 
jeolSfiQfany fiartof ]^tyd<NB«viona<< . , , ,. ; _' - j j ; . mi,; ^ - • 

.1 MeAp^Qtmgihs working of the mines t^Qughout tbiikioapltania; it 
has fbeen.elfl^adyobseri^dte that /tiut^J^ 

ca^niediby* the wAitt ofi.ipaohwefy^ a<id prppe? urtpleilientB for the 
workmen. : >NQt:a: caft or; iwhteVrbarroijw i^ in ju90; evm^ thing nei» 
cessaryr tx^ ibet iremo^ed . is canried > m thf) h^ada ■, of th^ poor viegfmen^ 
ioogataj^las^ twbd ha¥<e.iii AMwyins^oofis to plimbup )»t^t^! ascents^ 
wihereiincUiied planes' might b^ ietnf>loyj$d^to.gr({a3t, advantage, and 
would be fonaMti; with (vety fittle tri9ubl<u * Th^.caivsoo it I the only 
hydraulic machine!' known, and id very generally adopted : tbut.it 
i& coilsiliruoted with great dif&$;ulty and expence, nod 0abi beused 
only where a strong ourrent of water can be commiand^d, r FCimps 
mighty at very trivial expence, be constructed on the plan of the ma- 
chines used to pound their Indian corn. 
The tedious process of washing the cascalhao for gold ingamellas, 

would be much shortened by iisiiig the machine of which the follow- 

« * • 
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ing is a de^cdption :— Suppose a cylinder to be formed of Bart* of iinoii 
longitudiQally placed^ and nailed to circles of wood, open at each 
end, and suspended on two centres, one about sixteen inches higher 
than the other. At the highest end the cascalhao is to enter by being 
put into a hopper which communicates with it The bars must be 
nailed almost close to each other at the upper end, gradually widen<» 
ing to the lower end, where they should be about half an inch asuii* 
der. Hie cylinder ought to be from ten to fifteen feet long, and a 
stream of water conducted to fall upon it lengdi-wise : it should be 
inclosed, like a dressing^macbine in a flour*mil1, and be sub^ted to 
a very quick motion. The portion of cascalhao containing the most 
gold will by gravity fall through near the opper end ; the other parts^ 
according to their comparative fineness, gradually descending until 
nothing but the pebbles &11 out at the lower end. The earth and 
ferruginous oxide, falling into partitions or troughs below t^e cylin«* 
der, would be ready for being purified or separated from the gold by 
hand, which might be done with very httle trouble.— Machines of 
this kind might be made on any scale, and, if generally known and 
adopted, would save the labour of the negroes in a ten^fold degree. 
The one constructing in C!errodo Frio will, when complete, do more 
work than a bundled negroes in the i(amespa<^ of time. A considerate 
improvement might yet be made in this useful appai'atus ; for, lithm 
gold, &c^ washed from the macMne were to fall npoti troughs placed 
in an inclined position, having a channel across about a yard firom 
the upper end ^, all the gold, would predipitate into it, and, if a negno 
were to be continually employed in agitating * the water, the earthy 
matter would run off, leaving only the gold and the ferruginous par- 
ticles; which might be easily separated by itiercury ^f*. The utility of 
machiheryo^ this kind is too obvious to need pointing out. 



* If necessary, another channel might be made at a convenient distance from the first. 

f It cannot be too much recommended to Government to introduce the process of amal-^ 
gamation generally throughout the mines. 
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Mills composed of three heavy irregular stones, resembling 'oiir 
flint^mills, w6uld reduce many of the ierraginoiis cemeotations 4uad 
softer substances which contain gold. - The matter thus reduced 
might be immediately washed by falling or being put into the in-^ 
clined planes before described, and would, no doubt, prove tfa^ 
nieans of obtaining considerable quantities of the precious - metal; 
which would be otherwise lost. Stamps might foe useful where gold 
is found in hard and brittle substances : but these might be more ei^ 
fectually pulverized by a heavy stone rolling upon its edge, liot \m* 
like a tanner's bark-mill. 

In many instances, hand-sieves might be useful, and would sav^ 
much time and labour in washing, \mt perhaps. they would be too 
expensive. Even miners' tools are much wanted, the only ones in 
use being the iron bar and the hoe. The common miner^s pi<ik-axe 
would in many cases be serviceable, and bucking^irons would reduce 
the matrix much more effectually than beating it with stones, which 
is the only mode now practised. It is a most unfortunate circuni* 
stance, and very detrimental to the interests of the miners, that what^ 
ever is made of iron is so dear as to be beyond the means of the in* 
habitants to procure^ nor have they dny substitute for it. 

When the present , state of the mining country is considered, and 
its rich resources are compared with the want of science, which 
prevents the inhabitants from iqiproving them, how niucfh is it to be 
•wished that Government would (Elstablish and encourage economidii 
societies on the plan of our Society of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce, in which inquiries might be made into all subjects relative to 
the useful arts. Repositories also might be established in all the prin^ 
cipal towns of the capitania, where models of useful machinery 
and various implements might be kept for the inspection of the 
public. Scientific publications should be purchased, and every 
meaos employed to promote the cultivation of science anvong ihe 
inhabitapts.. At the meetings of the societies, every measure tend- 
ing to increase the commerce of the district should be discussed 

9 
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widi ^piorticiilar attention ; honorary gifts should be made to those 
iviw most promoted, its welfare; and pttmtams should b6 oflfered 
for the encotiragement Of all attempts to amdiorate the conditbo 
of the oegroeB. Although these poor captives aris in ^ner&l nkuch 
tetter treated 'in Brazil than ih-many other cc^oniest yet their wel-? 
fare lis >a ^considaruHon which ought always to ^be .ti|^ixnoal in 
tile« minds* df^tfae 'pfailanthro|nc. Among other, subyectts tfaat/knierit 
the ^eneouragfement of : such tt society ». are th^ growth dfihemp sind 
flatx ;tnthe improvement of the- cotton,' which of Jate yeans hasbeeil 
much neglected; of coffee, which may be almost aaid\ to be .undtl- 
toftdttd 'to.; land/ of ram, ^ which is so veiy. initiflferaEity: and which, 
mlhvbtttw manbgensetat, mi^ht be made so mdch superior. A 
better >mode dF farming might be introdiicedyrr-theoulture of grass 
forcslttle better attended: jto» — new modes df washing, for gold aiMi dia^ 
mMda inyented, that the> Aejgioes might work in an upright ipositioai 
ri) Were such societies fcmi^d i^nd^r the patronage of the Prince 
Aegent^ gceat lApcovemeats might be expeefced i^ leveify i departs 
mieai of raral etonoibyl ; the. country wduld be belter cultivated, its 
minett trould^ he^ wctrked rto /grdaler advantage^ and many snew pro^i 
ductions, bQth '^uneml 'aAd v^getaUe, would in a)L pvobability m>qA 
be:ili£i€0¥eii^< Throu^ the idflUence ctf these (rfiiiosophict meetings, 
information Wotild be generally communicated, a .spirit of enquiry 
would hei awakened amoiig the people ; they, wdiild learn ^ to.appf€>r 
iciailQ .the blessings wilbrwhid^ nature has enriched their eduntry/; 
4liey,>w^ould'iMrodUce:fitte/modem improVemcfnts of Europe; as they 
.beeaine enhghtisned,* they ^ould become inditstriousy and ^would 
nmchi surpass 'th^ir iHeighb^ui^, whof would look tip .tOttheib)for in** 
stnwIiiMittndrexaaiplel^ 

What objection cstn \»e made to a measure which promises to be^ 
nefit ^Uke ,tbo -ttibjects and the state? Even the fnost oatrow^ 
nihided poltcy cantiot find a ' pretext for keeping a whole people iq 
4{^Qranoe ; for to be informed is to be useiuli andieverjipo)1tigiii''Of 
ikaM>wl6(%e imparted to titem redounds to the interest of ;tb0 goveroh 
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ment. There can be no doubt that the present enlightened UDunisters 
of the court of Rio de Janeiro will endeavour to promote the sciences 
among a people so capable of attaining a proficiency in them, and 
of converting their acquirements to useful purposes. From the in- 
troduction of such a measure,' might be dated a total change in the 
moral character and gjeneral habit^ of the Br^zili^ns,^ ip^tiuctioft 
would be imparted to all classes,— ei^ulatipn would be enkindled 
among them, — and useful knowledge, descending from parent to 
child, would soon be universally. .di£^sed. This would be the tiiie 
foundation of the prosperity of the country ; for no territory perhaps 
in the world is so rich in natural products, and at the same time so 
neglected for want of an enlightened and industrious popiilatioDi 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Brief Notkei on the Capitanias of Bahia^ Pemamhico^ Seara^ Maram-' 

hamy Para^ and Gojfaz. 
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'T^HE capitania of Bahia, to the northward of Minas Geraes, 
^ copes next under consideration, respecting which, as I did not 
visit it, I have qnly to present some obsovations firom the best in- 
formation I could procure. It extends a considerable distance along 
the coast, being bounded on the north by the great river St. Fran- 
Cisco, which runs into the sea in lat. 11^ south, and separated from 
the district of Ilheos (formerly a capitania) by the river Das Contas 
in lat. 14^ south. It receives its name from the capacious bay on 
which its capital is built, and which affords excellent anchorage for 
ships of any burthen. St. Salvador, the capital, also called Cidade 
de Bahia, was originally the seat of the supreme government of 
Brazil : it consists of two parts, one built on low ground near the 
shore, where the commerce is carried on, and the other on a 
high hill, which being considered the most healthy, is the re*- 
sidence of all the people of consequence. Its population is said 
to be nearly equal to that of Rio de Janeiro, and is stated at not 
less than seventy thousand souls. The houses are built with lat^ 
iiced windows and balconies, similar to those in Rio de Janeiro. 
The churches are the public buildings most worthy of notice : they 
are said to be richly ornamented within. The government of the 
city is vested in a viceroy, or governor, who is nominated by the 
court for three years. Here all law proceedings, civil and criminal, 
come before the respective magistrates, whose sentence is in general 
final, though appeals in certain cases may be made to the court at 
Rio de Janeiro. 
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^tauliods will peitnik; uiOn the^aboreis a royal arsenal, and numerous 
houad^ for stores. &c. The cdstudi-'house anid; wharfs arei convenientlv 
situated. Ships of war have lieeit bmlt; here, also many very large 
and -fine vessels for .ihe merchant service. For these purposes a large 
gnpply. of fine timber was (and, I/[ir6sQme, cdbtinu^s to be) readily 
obtained from the interior from the number of fine rivers which flow 
into the bay. . The wood holds iron better and is superior to our 
oak; I 

. The manners and customs, of liie people differ little from those of 
the inhabitants of the capital ; but it is said that in the best societies 
faere^ more gaiety iEtnd refinement prevaili and the higher classes are 
mcn!e: sociable, than in, Rio de Jaiieiro. A taste for music is general ; 
tbeii&are few houses without th^ guitar, and/all the more respects 
able fiimilies liavie piainoHfbrte& ' The ladies dress in the English 
style, and ornament, themselves with gold chains: they wear very 
few diamonds ; their favourite gem is the chrysolite. For. deshabille 
at home they wear a kind of loose dress, over which. they throw a 
^eil on the entrance of strangers. Tbey iare Considered as far less in^ 
dustrious than the females of the southern districts. The domestic 
dress of the 'men ooBsists of 9^ jacket and loose trowsers, made of 
light, printed cottcHi. 

Religious . processions take place here, as in Rio de Janeiro, on 
great festivals and rejoicing days ; and these festive occasions are 
distinguished by various amusements, which continue from morning 
to night. At these times the Brazilians have a custom of covering 
the walls and balconies of their houses with beautiful silks made and 
ornamented for the purpose. 

One of the. most memorable seasons of rejoicing of late, years was 
when the Prince, touched i^t this city on his voyage to Rio de Ja» 
neiro, and remained several days. The inhabitants testified their 
loyalty and attachment to hiip by, every ^public demonstration of joy, 
^nd by a display of all the grandeur and magnificence which they 
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bad mesaa% to ftirniyfa. i Ab ei.imQf&kdid;|>robfi/Q£ their rottalcliiiDi^Qt 
aod regard^ they iUEftamihousl}! voted Jkb'subscrtbe aisomje^iuil^to^aif 
a million sterling to builkla palace^for the rojyial faitiily, if thd BaucA 
would con des^nd to reside ttmong Uienii. • > • ■"<< Jj >.f:M: < 

The climate is alway^ warniy but is ' refreshed iby libe^sea^bifeiae^ 
and is in some. degree teq^peradiby the k^grabsenbe: of rthe suii^, .^he 
nights being of almost uniform length throughout th^ jearl 1 l^ml^ 
hotter than l^io de Janeiix!); Bahia is ccnhsideredaiiich xnofe^health^ 
fill, having a more airy situation, and being better supplied siith 
water.. Hoei practice ibf >batlKing.tsiice]^r^aeralv:aad*'mo8t oTlthe 
houses have cohveniences for this purpose. . j ' . ' / . i \ ' ;.» 

Bahia is plentifully supplied wi^b proArisions. * Beef . and pork are 
ill. abu^dance^ the former is/deoidedly bad,;. the latter toleraUe* 
Fish^am in great iplentj and vafietyyiand/ibrm' a pvinGipal aTtide>iii 
the diel of.the inhabitants. ; Gold fishy tfitbLsaiIad^'is>tlie''gttner£il s^i^ 
pec of almost iall :rank^ j tdvt^ ihe rich desic^ nothing: moref for this 
repast in faniily. .Nmnbecs of reljaiirdiiQipkeepsts,: who'selLi^iiie^ 
cheese; groceries, kcyhuy&k aedfi-jrit;. and afterwards retoilJt in 
small quantities.. Poultry is ia ^lenty^ buttii6t dKap:;jT«jgetalJIeai 
and pulse of every dedciiption, are in terj grieat profusion] t The mar^ 
kets are well supplied with. all the tropical fmits^ manj of kvhich are 
said to be in great perfection, particularly the pine, the imftngprl^^^l 
the bsinani; !the latter is estedmed the best in Ameriea. * Prese^ed 
fruitsiarein great abundance, mowing to tlie dbeaipness of sugar ; great 
varieties of them are sold in tbd^streels^ aod two>or three 'ptreserved 
Unies in a cup of syrup may be bought for ^ painy. . Even the lorwer 
orderi conclude the: meanest dinner with. this deUcibuci deik:acy. ^ ( 

The inns, and houses for the accommodation: of strangers, are* as 
bad,< if not worse, here: thaa in .any other .part of BmssA: The owners 
ar^ ihdiffibirent to the comfort of their guests, and, indeed, have.'iw 
ihotivfe to be otherwiise ; for. the Portuguese pay very poorly for bare 
n^ciessaries, and generally^go. I to 'the 'place where they: can obtain 
tbeito. the! cheapest;' i - - ' :w 
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ao^ df ithia q4iiittoiai9.petialkr,'!ao^ u esttemcid the best in 
fw ithei gfQvrtbi «f tb»i<8ugaiHC{ln$4 This aid vanta^, atd the 
eQl9<w«JMif«e)ArU!Hig;ftol»:tblB^{«i«wrottfcw the'in- 

tericirtint^. tkulh^^iikfi^H-m^^^PKA the lettoUishment of many. sugar 
|)ilbntaj^k>ns^(.i}n€U>ub^ljfthet.finoM: m>thetcdun^ry» whiqh haveprcn 
d^cedi iiiiiikelisQiquMll$tie9.j(Df'|;hftt f«rticl«t ! Thd soil tnoM adapted tb 
^e:plant,)(fdp«L J»eIdiia{thiB)bighesit tottmaikion^ is:ia Maok gne^sy iloaoQ, 
sppareotly a ddpobitioq; fiEXHti the. Itvcir8»: containing a large quantitjr 
ciC- wfcgeU^bta Dfwitterw; , t..i •' -. ,»•'.).• : .'. 

: .I%e!im>di^€if<«ultivatidgtth^cafle:l)afl atueady bedn detaHed. If 
pUtnited(i9ii<M»w>8oil, it:i$,IK;'for Guttingjinifovrteen. months, but in /old 
9l«i(pO9n^'l0i9d)ife;rQqU}rfi9'iB»gbtf^ 9f tsv^entymoDthb. Wb6n ripe, 
tb0 '(|:;an/9i t9iff^ /colli land (lifistied byitf^iagoff tbetop kaiFesj&c.,- which 
^Spif^ eiitcelkM proVieDder fev; cattle ;. they are then brought tx> the 
millj Dfitt^ 4sr epknpos^ «l th9ee>i«ird(Mlen,iOr.]ton>cyliQd^i,moring 
on their axes in a perpendicular position, and between them the 
cao?s,av«^rf!$)ea^lyf43«i98ed<,iuitU aUthe juip^isMpfessed, and they 
«re,re4.uoed,lt]o a tfiasspf dry! fibres. • ^ : >.> \ '■'^' 

^; TheJI<}uor is: ^copductod Uira^h f^0t9 to a lalrge bbiler or clari* 
ficiT, w^9r«^ ft . Pi^tHM )qtta0t4iCy <>f.a]UkaUne matter^ caQad.^eiTiip^rt is 
fidded,^,H^*r . ;Ml^r;vfaird8 it i8()C0Adqcted'^ of. a range 

pCboil^I^f CifiASi^tiQg 0f three^ <^ r 90met]ibe» four, dne lessjthafi an* 
others The largB9t;»eildo(Q ccmta]«9 more than onei hundred gallons^ 
H?r¥ the ayrup. bpiU. iSora (i^rtaiii dime^aQd i« coqtinuially skimoied ; 
it is th^o laded; to the.Dext; :wherje it; continues to boil until more of 

■ 

the aqi|eo)is. fluid is jevap^^^tedj afjlier whicb* it is lalded into thiei third 
boiler, and isjthere somietiffles sufficiently boiled without removing it 
into the fourth. They judg^ of its consistency by the toueh ; a little 



■« 



* A lixivium of stroog ashes is madea and a'quantitj of lime is put into the alkaline 
liquor: or sometimes the ashes are mixed with a larger proportion of lime, atid the .^clear 
liquor running fron^ the mixture is added to the fluid m various quantities, at the dis<fretion 
of the negro who manages the process, without one ray of knowledge relative to its natuie.. 
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of tlie synip is taken between- the thumb and 'finger, and if it 'forms 
threads, and breaks* cn^being^drawn about an inch^ it is isuppoiied'tci 
be boiled sufficiently *. It iisf then gently laded into earthen pott^of the 
form of a sugar«loaf^ about two feet deep and ten inches in diafne^* 
ter at the open end* where, on cooling, it becomes ooncretei In) 
the lower end of each pot is a small hole, which at^rst^ iS' nearly^ 
closed ; bat after the sugar begins to cool, it is unsta^^ped,' and a 
piece of cane is put in to admit the molasses to drain. > iSoon aiter 
the moulds are filled, they are removed into an airy ^ roomf, where 
they are placed so that the molasses drain into a large ciistera; front 
whence they are conveyed / into ^ the fermenting- vats, which' are' re^ 
ceptades 'for all the refiiise of every description in the'stigaivh<>iirte« 
In the process of fermentation much depends on the quality of the 
wood of which' the vats are made; some of them bring the liquor 
into a proper state for distiOation' two or three days sooner thatf 
-others. "' -• " - ^^ '-■■ ' ' 

\ The greatest part of the sngins made here ftre clayed* • by a very 
simple operation, which consists* tiierely' in eoveribg the stigar wffth 
very moist clay, the water from which percolates the mass, and car- 
ries^witb -it the) remaining mo}aases> .When;>the earthy matter -be- 
comes dry, more is Applied until the sugar is perfectly freed, and 
nearly white. After remaining in the drying-house about six 'Weeks, 
the moulds are placed with the large end downwards, and the sugar- 
loaves leave them ; they are then beaten dowii to powder in large 
strong cases, constructed of four entire planks, and the two ends, ge- 
nerally about eight feet long, and about twenty-six inches square-f-, 
holding from fifteen to sixteen hundred-weight. The cases, when 
filled, are nailed down, and are ready for shipping. 



* In skimming, Uding, and managing the syrup during the operation, the negroes display 
great detterity. 

f Large trees are cut into planks of these climensions for making the cases, which are pfe* 
ierved to hogsheads.* 
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.prindpal poiots to be attended ta in making^ sugar are^ firsts 
that tbe canes be all ripe, and well cleaned from tr^sh and leaves; 
next, that they be immediately crushed, and not suffered to lie in 
heaps to heat; and thirdly, that the rollers, and all the passages fot 
the liquor, be well cleansed by washing as often as necessary. Re- 
specting, the temper^ various opinions prevail ; every negro has his 
peculiar mode of mixing and applying it. Canes that grow on some 
lands require nrarei temper than those that grow on others, and a wet 
or a dry season will make considerable difference in the juice ; but 
these facts are liere entirely unknown, or very little attended to. 
- The middle parts of the sugar loaves being finer than the tops and 
bottoms, are by some houses kept separate, and sold at a better 
price. In almost every family they refine Muscovado sugar, when 
they wish to have some peculiarly white. The process is very simple, 
and is practised daily in the coffee-houses. 

More sugar is shipped from Bahia than from all the other ports 
of Brazil united, and in general it is superior in quaUty ; that from 
certain plantations is decidedly so. It is not, however, esteemed of 
430 strong a bpdy as our best from the West Indies. 

The tobacco of this capitania i& peculiar to it ; and, by an exclu^ 
sive privilege, no other, part of Brazil was allowed to cultivate the 
same sort. It has given rise to much coiiimerce, and has enriched 
many families. It was the most esteemed sort, not only in Portu* 
gal, but in Spain, and all her colonies, where it has been sold at great 
prices. Great quantities of it were consumed, in Barbary ; and on 
many parts of the coast of Guinea the demand for it was such that 
it was almost impossible to carry on trade for gold, ivory, gums, and 
oil without it. The mode of growing and manufacturing it is as 
follows : — First a good piece of ground is prepared, the finer 
dressed the better ; the seed is sown broad-cast, and when the 
plants are about six weeks or two months grown, they are trUns^ 
planted into ground prepared as before. In eight or ten months they 
arrive at their fpll growth, and when ripe the leaves, are taken from 

9 
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the Stena, which frequently: grows 'from four to seven feet high. They 
are laid upon the ground^ or, in prefetencc;^ upon any support w hich 
will preierve them from absorbing moisture, smd admit a: free iCirculat- 
tion of { air. unidafneath.. .When they.- become in a: sUgfat degree 
withered^ they . are twisted with a. strong iwkich^ ^the end of eoei leaf 
uniting with the other, and ; the (twist is. cbikd into a roll weighing 
from thirty to forty pounds. [ By this operation the Juices of the leaf 
is expi^sed, which is viscid, tand when 6xidated becomes of a black 
colour, like molasses. . Th^ tdbacco, after this last operation, is fit 
for comtneroe.^ ' . 

It is an object highly worthy the attention of the Portugueze go- 
vernment>^ toi introduce other modes of curing tobacco.* There caii 
be no doubt thai the soil and climate are congenial to it, and,, were 
it properly prepared, it-would probably equal any in .Virginia, and 
become as great an article oi commerce among the northern nations. 
Should such a measure he pursued, how. many cargoes of this com- 
modity aione would ara vein our ports, and from thence * be distri« 
buted to the diiferent markets of Europe ! 

Cotton has of late been grown here in considerable quantities, and 
has been, sent to England at: nearly tlie-^ame price with that grown 
in Pemaimbueo, andi€s*planlaiacHisare'daily increasing. 

Coffee is grown ^n great quantities^ but. is not e«teeitaed. so fine as 
that from Rio de Janeiro.. :Rice is produced in toleraUe quantity, 
and its quality is superior : but the husk is so difiicult to sepkrate 
from the. grain, that a great part is briiised in the operation, and is 
thus rendered of little value. The only miethod of cleansing^ it that 
has hitherto been, practised, is by wooden. pestles worked in wooden 
mortaus, either by hand or machinery. 

The beautiful dye-wood, called Brazil-wood, is shipped from this 
port and Pernambueo^ of a quality much superior to that of Rio de 
Janeiro. This is one of the articles prohibited from general com-* 
merce, being the property of the royal household. Fustic in smaU 
quantities is brought from the interior* 
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- lli^ iodi^ made here is so far inferiortb that importbdifrom India 
dk scarceiy to foe worth mentioning. ' It neither repaj^s^^tihe planter 
for his trouble in growing and manu6aicturing it^ nor thd merc^i^t 
who sells iW There is a general opinion among aU who make indE^, 
that some part of the process is very prejudicial to the health of die 
negrbeS) who frequently become jsick^ and often die while employed 
in it. This effect cannot be produced by the labour, which is- r^ry 
light and trifvial, therefore it is more probably owing to the gas which 
escapes from the leases iii formentatibn. i .. ; ^ 

- The above are the principal articles of commerce produced in the 
district. ' Bahia has a considerable' tradie with St. CatberineV, ^nd 
oth^t ports on the coasts from whence are ejcported various ' articles 
that may suit the market, ivfaich is continually fluctuating. A ^reat 
number of ikie brigs and ^small vessels are employed in this trade. ; 

Produce to a considerable amount was exported to the River Plata, 
from whenice a- great quantity of hides and .tallow were returned'; 
but the trad^ has never been so favburable as it appeared, oq account 
of the great difficulty* attending the payments. : It is cbhsidet«d 
that the Spaniards in the River Plata, are mu<!:h indebted to the 
Ponugueze. ^ » • , , . f / 

The imports to Bahia from Europe consist in general of the same 
articled with those s^dfied in the description of Rio de Janeiro^ 

Respecting the'minemlogy of this eapitania, I can say but little. It 
ik well known to have produced the largest piece of native copper 
that has ever appeaned, being in weight upwards of S^OOOlbs. The 
piece was discovered sieveral years ago by some persons who were 
preparing to wash for gold, but, contrary to the general laws of tia^. 
ture, it was fo\ind perfectly insulated, and not a vestige nop the 
slightest appearande of a vein of that metal was to be traced; ^ 

To the n6i1;h 6f Bahia are the capitanias of Pernaoxbuco, Seara,. 
and Marianham, the interior of which is very little known, though 
some parts of the coast are tolerably populous. Pemambuco, though 
situated nearly in the latitude of eight degrees, is oonsMeied heafthy. 
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Xbe town is built, on a.49iQg ground, much exposed, and conataiitljr 
refreshed by the sea-breeze. It has many excellent edifices,, and m 
supposed to contain more opulent merchants, in proportion jtO; th^ 
population, than any other place in BraziL It produces i^nilla, 
cocoa, and a considerable quantity of sugar ; but the chief article of 
its trade is cotton, which for many years had the reputation of being 
superior to any other, but of late it has much det^orated;, from oeg-. 
lect, either in the growth, or in the gathering the pods and d^aniiig 
it from the seeds, or probably from general inattention to the whole 
management of it. In delicacy of colour and staple, it has been 
surpassed by the cotton, called South Sea Island Georgia, of which 

^ • • • 

great importations have been made to this country, and for which 
great prices hav^ been given. The cotton, when ready for packings 
is pressed into raw hides, so hard as to form very heavy papkages« 
iThe operation is superintend»i by an officer authorized by Govern- 
ment, who puts a stamp upon it describing its quality, which enables 
the shipper to pass it through the custom-house, where it pays a 
small duty on exportation. This port has loaded many ships an-i 
nually, and continues to export a considerable quantity, though a| 
reduced prices, owing to the present distracted state of European 
commerce. 

The district of Seara is but little known, and enjoys very trifling 
trade. Maranham, though a very small district, has of late raise4 
itself considerably into notice by its excellent productions, which 
4re the sacp^ a^ those of Pernambuco. Cotton is the staple article^ 
with some sugar and rice, several cargoes of which are annually ejfr 
ported. 

^ The dye-wood of these districts is considered excellent, ^nd is 
sometimes shipped from this coast. The tree which produce^ the 
^nnattQ is very common, and the seeds from which it is wajsfl^d are 
of the best quality, and might be obtained in great ab^ndfince, 
Cocoa may be grown in any quantity ; capsicumi pimento, j^qg^r, 
&c, are very plentiiul^« 
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The markets are well stored with fish and meat; the lattet Very in- 
different in its kind. Poultryt vegetables^ and fruits iare in great 
abundance. * 

'St. Louis, the capital, is built upon an island, and is esteemed 
liealthy, though so near the equator. Several rivers run info the 
bay, which afford an eligible conveyance for the produce of the 
tlcinity. The island is said to contain 20,000 inhabitants, and the 
i>opulaiion in the rivere is by no means inconsiderable. 
* The capftenia of Para is considered" the largest in Brazil ; its ex- 
tent is imperfectly known. T^e piincipal town is called Belem, where 
the governor resides, and, its^^ government being superior, it may be 
said to preside over several of the neighbouring districts. The land 
is low and unhealthy ; the great river, or port, is much inten^pted 
by shoals and Currents.' It is a dangerous coast, and exposed to a 
continual swell, so asr to render it hazardous for ships to anchor upon 
it, as they roll so much that they hot only endanger their masts, but 
are subject to strain. 

The town of Para is situated on the river Tocantins, the naviga^ 
tion of which is difficult, and is seldom attempted, except by small 
erafl: the Confiauce sloop of war with great care sailed up it, and 
anchored near the town, several days previous to the expedition 
against Cayenne. The town may contain ten thousand inhabitants, 
who are in general very poor, probably from want of commerce ; for 
although the great rivers Tocantins and Amazons have their source, 
the latter in Peru, and the former iti the capitania of Goiaz,^ though 
tihey receive almost millions of inferior streams in their course through 
immense tracts of territory, yet they are not productive of any cotki^ 
merce of consequence. The few exports from Para consist of a little 
rice and cocoa, a few drugs^ &c. to Maranham, from whence they 
are embarked for Europe. A few small brigs were sent hither from' 
Barbadoes, after the taking of Cayenne : but the trade must be a 
bad^ one, as the inhabitants are in general too poor to purchase- 
English manufactures, except those of necessity ; nor could the pro** 
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di)ce of p9m be an obgrsct of Inteteat, as. a cargo is atattitiaiealitfery 
precariou^) and difficult to be obtained. ! ! * i. i ' iF> 

The climate is hot, as may well be supposed, from its lying aa near 
th^ equinoctial. Thm:ider» with lightning and rain, occur geoeiAlly 
every afternoon, which cool the air very much, and render tbi heat 
less disagreeable. , , i •• - .. «. 

On conversing with creditable men who had liv'ed oiahy years at 
Para, Maranham; and upon the coast, I lieyer heard lben>: relate thf 
strange accounts of i\}^ {ndia«rs which Xstalla has related. Ai a 
Spaniard, he sieems to be aowsingthe puhHc with the actions of his 
own countrymen' in Chilii and to aim, in common with all the writeh 
of his nation, to prejudice the^ world against the Portu^ue^e. 

The< capitania of GoyBJz is bounded chiefly by Mihas Geraes oa 
the east, Matto G rosso on the west, and Para xm the north. Iti 
greatest extent in length is &om^ lat. 6P south to 21^. . Villa Boa» its 
principal town>' is situated in lat 16^ south, aboutr eighty leagues to 
the west of Paracatii, from whence there is a good road. Hare is :a 
permutation-hou^e, where all the gold found in the ckpitania is .per* 
tnuted. The governor is elected for three years, after which l»is 
gf^aeraWy appointed to Bahia or Minas Geraes^ In. tht capitania 
are many gold-mines, some of which produce gold of a very -fine 
q.ujality. Diamonds have been found in some phrts, which' are dif*^ 
fenent in their appearance from those found in Cerjro do Frio, having 
PK)fe brilliancy on their eii tenor ; but they are. in general not of so 
pure a water, though of a very desirable size/ As this fine district is 
so, distant from the coast, it has very little commerce in any of Ha 
piKKluctions, except the valuable substances above-mentioned, and 
cattle,: which. are bred on the frontiers; also some cotton, and occa^ 
sionally. a few peculiar articles, which are* sent to^ Rio de Janeiro; 
The]mules;on'the>return-journey are allJoad^d with salt, iron, cheap 
cotton-prints^ woollens (particularly baizes), hats,' fire-arms, powder 
and. shot, and a variety of artificers' tools. When any of the inhan 
bitant&have« any thing peculiarly precious to dispose of, they g^e^ 
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rally take it to Rio de Janeiro, and lay out the proceeds chiefly in 
the purchase of negroes, (they being at all times the first object^) 
iron, salt, and other commodities. 

The population is very small in comparison to the extent of the 
district, but is likely to be increased by new settlers ; jilthough the in- 
digent in Villa Rica, Tejuco, and other places in the mining country, 
are little inclined to remove out of society, even for the chance of 
riches : lo fact, haviqg no negroes fit to work, and being totally des- 
titute of exertion themselves, all situations are to them indifferent. 
These are* by hd to^slvA the olatoo^ people who can be styled adven- 
tuiens. The poorer dass of inhabitants who have obtained a small poi^- 
fion of gold, sometime? make a joUmey to Pacacati^ or Villa Rica to 
piirchase what;negroe8 thejt wairti This oapitaoia hiA been very little 
explored, smd ioafcely any thing is kfibwn of its. productions beyond 
what IS above stated, nor are any otfaeis aougbi after, though it can^ 
not be dpilbied. that th^re are inaay substatices iti all departments of 
witu^al histcsjr; which might fora» the ba^is of . a Considerable com« 
meree ;• indeed, it is not unreasonable to ptesuine that the soil eon* 
tains the sanie variety, of metals as the district of Mihas. Geraesi 
If any peiBons from thence^ with whom I have conversed, speak of 
it with delight as being a fine country, having! numerous rivers wdl 
stored with fish, woods abounding with fine birds, which afford ex-* 
celknt diversion tothe'spottaman; alsoa:grea;t vJEtriety of animals. 
. '^is: capitania dommunicates with Matto.Grosso, St Paul's, and 
Para, by rivers which are navigable, though frequently iaterrupted 
by falls. • 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

f 

Geographical Description of the Capitania of Matio Crrosso. 
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ID ESPECTING this extensive portion of Brazil, I had an oppor- 
tunity of gaining considerable information, being intimately ac- 
quainted with the commanding officer of the military force stationed 
there, Colonel Martinez, an engineer of extraordinary merit, who 
had made four journeys to Matto Grosso, and had resided there 
some years. He was kind enough tb give me a description of his 
route fh>m St. Paul's to the capital of that province, and promised 
me a chart of Ihe navigable rivers and roads from thence to Para^ 
which had been formed by officers of his party, together with docu- 
ments in illustration of it. But be being hastily called away on a 
particular service, was prevented from executing his promise, and I 
could only profit by the verbal description which he repeatedly gavef 
me. This description, as proceeding from a person of such un^^ 
doubted veracity, it was my intention to give to the public; but, 
after my return to England, I was agreeably surprised to find a MS., 
nearly corresponding with it, in the bands of that eminent geogra- 
pher, Mr. Arrowsmith, who has liberally permitted me to make use 
of it. To his excellent map, compiled according to the latest MS. 
charts communicated from Brazil, I beg leave to refer the reader for 
an accurate delineation of the particular localities here detailed. 

This extensive capitania is separated from the neighbouring terri- 
tory belonging to Spain by the intervening channels of the riversi 
Paraguay, Madeira, Mamor6, and Guapor6, which form a broad and 
natural trench around it of five hundred leagues in circuit, by means 
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6f which, and by upwards of thirty rivers that empty tibemselves info: 
it, a communication is opened^ through many and distant points with 
the interior of Brazil. This capitania, from its geographical position, 
has ever been considered as the grand outwork of Brazil, not only 
because it covers the interior divisions of this vast portion of the new 
continent, which is the cradle of its greatest rivers, branching in in-- 
numerable channels, and enriched with great and untouched trea« 
sures ; but also becaqse, by this extensive channel, the Portuguese 
are enabled to penetrate to the establishments of Spain in Peru. 

The River Araguaya, or Grande. 

. The eastern boundary of the capitania of Itf atto Grosso, aepa-^ 
rating it. from that of Goiaz, is the river Grande, two hundre4 
leagues from Villa Bella. This river, known in the state of Par& by 
the name . of Araguaya only> which is conferred on it by the oume- 
iXHis bations inhabiting its banks, has its remotest source in lat 19^^ 
and running north and south, inteivected at various points by thq 
meridian of 52^ 30', flows in lat. 6^ into the Tocantines, wherein it 
loses its name ; and both, thus united in one ample stream, continue 
their course for three hundred iand seventy leagues, and fall into the 
southern estuary of the mighty river Amazons in lat. 1^ 40" betweeti 
Uie two celebrated bays of Marapata and Limseiro, opposite to the 
great island of Joannes, or Murajo, and twenty leagues west of the 
city of Par&. — The river Das Mortes, which rises far to the west of 
the Rio Grande, and forms its highest western branch, ranning for a 
considerable space to the east, and afterwards north, with an entire 
course of one hundred and fifty leagues, till it enters the Araguaya 
io lat. 12^, is entirely within the capitania of Matto Grosso. 

The river Araguaya is peopled by many tribes of warlike sa- 
vages; it abounds in all the productions peculiar to the state of 
Pard, and affords an uninterrupted navigation froin the city . of 
that name, and by the river, with the centre of Brazil, and the ca^ 
pitania of Matto Grosso. The same is practicable fa^^ t|i^ riyer Pia#. 



( w ) 

Ifortes, »id bther western braiicfatia which enter thfe Bio Grande 
below. Theae In^ancbesy no doubts contain unexplored nines ; fot 
thefcf is no physical reason wbj gok) should* be found in the rivei^ 
tbat ^!iter. the Araguaya on the eastei'n side^ (where, besides ViUtf 
Boa, are situated several villages belong;ing to the capitania of Cdkas^) 
and not likewise in the branches on the opposite side* It is positive- 
ly khown that the nver Das Mortes is auriferouS) and beno^ it is iw 
tD «0|ic)ude that the smaller streams which flow into it ate much 
more so, for 'the nearer the soutde the greater is the quantity of gold 
found. The mines of one of its western branches were abandoned, 
not from the absence or scarcity of the precious metal, but because, 
btiaag renfote fh>mr the road, and in the midst of a swamp peopled 
by siivages, the Jew settlers could not get convenietitly suppNed with 
arms, implements, and other artidesi, 

' In Some of the^ mines gold abover t\*ebty-three carats has beed 
found, biit the greater part isr onty of 17) dnd of a green colour, being 
combined with a latge proportion of siTvef . 

The River Chingu^ 

^6 dtaireBt, and (Hie of ^e kr^est and moM copiouii, branches of the 
Amazon, #hich it enters on the south side, after a course, of three 
hAindred leagues, in lat. 1^'42\ and long. 53% seventy leagues west 
of the city of P^rd in a direct line, but one hundred of navigation, is| 
confined in a great part 6f its couirse to the capitania of Matto G rosso* 
Its remote sources supply, not only the lands in n^hich risid alflb 
the branches and ri vers^ forming to the east and north the upper part 
of the river Cuiaba^ but also that Ibrge^space north of the river Das 
Mortes, intersected by the great road from Goiaz, extending as far 
as- the river Porradds. There is a tradition among the guides of the 
SutiLos* of Pir^ and the Indiaris established on the banks of ihm 
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* Suta6« Thi8 18 a place understood to be uninhabitable for Europeans* being .the re^ 
lidence ot unciTilized Indians^ and covered with almoit impenetrable woods. 
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Gfakigii^ liliatv &fber mouiitidg ttie finit bu!ge falls/aS thiBTi^er,iiJ^b 
gold: was found in. it, o£ vfkii^ the Jesuit*, those great eitploiien^ ik^ 
taibed a large qtnntity* It is probable that the, bow unkooiiift 
Minas dos Martarioa^ famous as the fimt .discovery taiade by BsLti^l 
BueDOy and of which I hare heard repeated meintioo in St. Pauifs^ 
exist only on some of the tnaiiy branehe& that >fonxi/the; riirer Chic^. 
For this enterprising man, after having disdotvered/those mines^ rei^ 
turning to St. Paul's in order to engage negroeaiiDd pffoiddeinptkh 
ments for extracting those abundant treasures^ whiohi to this dsjr 
continue to elude the searches of others, retraced .his course j.'T bnft 
passing by the.hiinei of Cuiaba^ which, had been just discovened aod 
were found wonderfully productive, he wa& there deserted i by thq 
greatest part of his followers. Fearing that he should k>se thereto 
also, he turned. eastward, and, in his anxiety to avoidf the.mifies of 
Cuiaba, got still farther fit)m' those of Dos^Mhrliries, uatB fafitkMk 
himself in the immense wastes, wherein he wandered many months, 
and at length accidentally, found the mines of Goiaz, which his 
father had before, seen, These^ like aU the rest, proved. t)^ prcN 
ductive at the beginning., r . 

. This rich and new discovery soon diverted tffe attention of adireoK 
t'urers from the precedihg ; and the route to the Mihas do» M0ddjrio9^ 
together with their positive situation, hav« long been lost in a vag^iw 
tradition of their existence. As the place was explofed without: the 
assistance of a compass, or any 6f the means necessaby for definio^ 
its geographical position, there could not but prevail muchdouhd 
and uncertainty respecting.it. Noi^ there is no such discovery od 
the river Tocantins, which comprehends the whole capitania q€ 
Goiaz :. the first account plac^es it. near a river, which indeed runs 
into the Amazons^ like the Tocantins, but which was sought for 
passing near ' the upper branches, and west of the river Cuiaba,. a 
situation in which the river Chingu alone is found ; other explorers 
place it on the Araguay, which renders it useless to look there^ 
Ion it. is more than two hundred' leagues north- west of the"! place 
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tf^gbt This is substantiated by a £a£t of later date, which is as 
ff^ows:! — A grandson of BarC*. Bueno, under the direction of ait 
•tacient journal of this discovery, describing the route to it, descended 
by the river Das Mortes, and entered some extensive plains on its 
'WiMtem bank, on which he travelled westward for some days, when 
he arrived at a plain covered with wTiite Mangaba trees, which were 
designated in the journal. From this place they had a sight of some 
detached hidi mountains between the north and west, three of which 
Wjste of the ngui^ specified, and indicated the situation of the Minas 
dos Martirios. An unexpected attack of the Indians, in which the 
efai^a&d many others of the adventurers were killed, dispersed the 
pa#ty^ and frustrated the object at the moment when it appeared to 
beiEilteady attained. 

^ The river abbunds in various products : cocoa is in pletaty ;' ther^ 
are some spices, and variousindigenous fruits. 
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The Bi^er Tapajoif 

kl the third which derives its copious sources, flowing through nume* 
lous large branches, from the capitania of Mattb Grrossb. It runs 
north between the Madeira and the Chingu for three huiidred! 
liBagues, flowing into the Amazons in lat. 2^ 24' 50'', and long. ScTl 
whidi is the geographical position of the town of Santarem, situated 
at its mouth one hundred and' eighteen leagues from the city of Para,' 
and one hundred and sixty-two by the shortest navigation. The 
^er Tapajos rises in the plains of the Parexis, so called from an 
Indian nation which inhabits them. Tlidse plains occupy a v^st 
space, not level, but formed by undulating heaps of sand and light 
earthy resembling large waves. The spectator Ivho is ift the riiidst p^ 
tliem ever sees before him a distant and extended mount ; he ad-* 
vances towards it by a gentle and long declivity, traverser' the 
plain, ancjl advances by an ascent equally gentle until he gains fm-^ 
perceptibly the heights be saw ; another eminence then presents it* 
self, 'and he proceeds with the same recurring circuinstances. The 
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toil of thes^ wic|0 pMo^ 19 sfui4y« and so ligl^t that kM^ed* beastoki 
passing sii^ ipto it so much as to impede thieir progress;. ^Ther.pas^ 
turage is poof, ponsistiDg of a^grass cQmposed of wiry stalks^a foot 
high, and small rough lancet-shaped leaves ; the^apimals in graziiig 
pluck them up with the roots covered with sand ; on this account- 
the passage by land is difficult and tedious ; though^ on finding any 
pf the streams, which abound in these plains^ there is grass and other 
mild herbage, Mrhich afford tolerable pasturage. The plants of Fa^ 
rexifli form, to a large extent and breadth, the summit of thpse high 
jmountains of the same name, and are situated on some of the most 
elevated land in all Brazil ; for from them descend the two greatest 
livers of South .America, t-t the Paraguay, as well in its own numcK 
rous heads, as in its great and higher branches, the Jaum, the Sypia^ 
tuba, and the Cuiaba, — and the Madeira, which is the largest river 
ih$t flows into the Amazons on the south* 

. The.Tapajos, flowing in a direction contrary to that of the above* 
jfiam^d river, riseft on these mountains. \ Its westermost branch is the 
river Arinos, which int wines it$ source^ with those of the. Cuiaba at a 
short distance from those of the Paraguay. The. river Arinos has a 
iwestern branch, called Rio Negro, jfrquQ which, to4he point where it 
is navigable, there is a passage of ^ight leagues over-^lapd tO) the river 
jCuiaba, below its upper and greatest falls; and, in Uke manner, Srom 
th^ Arinos itself the passi^ to the same part of the river Cuiaba is 
j^welve leagues. 

The Arinos is auriferous at its spriqgs, and in 1747 the mines <^ 
Santa Isabel were discovered in it, but immediately abandoned, as* 
not answering the expectations created in those fortunate times bj 
^e great quantities of gold drawn from the mines of Cuiaba and 
|if atto Grosso. The lands were iqfested by dangerous tribes of war^ 
like Indians. 

The river Sumidouro empties itself on the south side into the Arinos, 
and its source being a short distance from that of the Sypotuba, a larg9 
if^tem branch of the Paraguay, there is an easy communicatioii from 
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one liver to the 6tb«r ; fPhd fi^inbuM iisewttevi Jbad de BocMa £ch€if«» 
do»inl746 made thi$ passaget bedesbetidedthe riverCuiaba^aQdsttilf 
ibg up theSypotubatd ite verygourceByhe there passed hib caboeftionreN 
land into the SumidourDi which be navigated/ fbllowing the cuiredt^ 
notwithstanding that the riv^r runs for some distance under-grotmd, 
and thence derives its appellatiortJ After this^ he passed into the 
Arinosy and thence into the Tstpajos^ where he sunnoiinted the falls, 
4hough more difiScuIt thaA those of the liladeira/ and. discovered 
many symptoiibs' of gold in the rive¥ of Tres^fiatr^s^ a western- aim 
of the>Tapa}os, a hundred leagues below the springs of die Arinotf. 
West of the Sutnidouro^ and in the 'plains of Paresis, tiie river Xacu* 
rutina has its origin ta the north ot th6 river Jaurii : it is famous for 
a lake, situated in one of iCs branches, where evet^ year is proclneei 
a great quantity of salt, which is a cohstant cause of war among th^ 
Indians. Some navigators tnake thfe Xacurutina an armi of the Ar^ 
nos, and others of the Sumidonro* Iti the^ plains of Parexis, termi- 
nating to the west in the high m^lihtakw lio denotnittated, which, ex^ 
tending two hi^ndred leagues iii a north-north-west idireetion, fmnt the 
Guaporo' at a distance of fifteen Or ^ twenty leagues^ springs the 
river Juriiena; between the heads of the Sarare and the Gtiapore, «L 
league east of lh<3 former anid' two' west ^f the latter. * This river, th« 
largest And l^estermost branch of the Tapajds, rises in lat. 14^42^, 
twenty l^agiies north-horth-etot of Villa Bella, and, running* north 
one hundred and twenty leagues, flows into the Arinos,' and- With ii 
forms the bed •of 'the ^pajos.- .: >. ' • A li 

> The Jtfruena receives bn b6tii sides many small rivers, t'hfose^frofli 
the west alferdittg many practicable donittiunicatiidns by ^bMt - pbs^ 

and 'With the Guapore and its confluent streams. Thd 
uppermost of these, which is nearest to 'Villa ^Uk, is the) ^eeurii/^ 
navigable even there, and almost to its source. This id a l^giie^ 
north of the principal souYce of the river Sarare; which, a quartetof a 
league firom its head, id three yards deep and five broads .Thus sail-^ 
ing up the Jiiruena into the Securiu, and making from its source th^ 
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BfacMTt land'-piisaa^ of.a leagnei to .the Sarare» the navi^tor may 
Kweh tV^iUa Bella in lesa than.eight.daja^ without any otber obstacle 
than tbeat of the fall formed by: the-^ Sarare, ' thceb leagues below it& 
sovroe, where it ptecipitatee^ itself from the Paresis mountains on 
the western slope : ; thisi difficulty may be surmounted in detail^ or by 
at onee paastng the four, leii^fes,. for the Sarare irom its fall becomes 
iotmediately navigable to. the capital of Matto. Orosso. A league 
north of the source of the i Sarace is . the first head of the river Galerui 
the 4$etond ^conflaent of the Guapore below Villa Bella ; and a league 
enst; pfithe^same head rian the Sma, a western branch ,of, the Se< 
{mriu» afibrding equal iaciHtgr of eommunioation. TheGalerahs^ 
three other sduraes norths of the first in. the plains of the PdrexiSy all 
{unpfe streams 1. the last aad most.nOFtheily,* called Sal»rav is distant 
httle^mom than a league fiiomi the source of ; the river Jtana^ a large 
western bmnchr of the» Jixntena. Thusyl^y. the. Juna and the Secariu; 
with a crossing of five or six leagues^ so as to pass the falls of the 
Galera on the western scarp of the mountain, the Juruena may be 
connected with the GuApore 

Lastly, the Juruena may be navigated to its upper fall, whidh is 
jvithin two leagues of its own source. The fall is formed: by two 
small leaps^ the river being,- even Jn.thb. part, thirty yards broad and 
6f great depth ; firdm* hence d6wn wards it flows with great .rapiditje^, 
yet its falls are: not greater, and are more passable, than those of the 
Arinos.? .With the same* circurostaoces, and by similar shoirt land^ 
passages^ a commuhicatipn is practicable firom the Juruena with .the 
riverft Guapore. and Jauru, which are to the eastward of it, although 
these two rivers precipitate themselves from the south side of the 
Parexis mountains, where they rise, and immediately form numerous 
and extensiye falls. 

From the geographical position of the Tiapajos, it is evident that 
this river facilitates navigation and commerce from, the maritime city 
of Para to the mines of Matto Grosso and Cuiaba^ by means of its 
laige branches,: the Juruena and Ariiios ; if the abort passages overt 
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land should be found troublesome to drag caaoes, the* goods may b* 
forwarded immediately on mules. This navigation to lif atto Grosso 
is at least two hundred leagues shorter than that performed throu§^ 
the Madeira and Guapore ; it is consequently less tedious and 6X«» 
pensive^ and equally advantageous to the mines of Cqiaba. The na-> 
vigation of the river Tapajos might lead also to new discoveries ia 
the vast unexplored parts of this river, up to its entrance into the 
plains of the Farexis, and their products might add to those of the 
extensive r^ions on the Amaaons, Besides this^ the river is knowii 
to be auriferous .for a great part of its course : it is known also» that^ 
passing from the Juraena into its western arm, the river 'Camaiwei 
and the heads of the river Jamary or Das Caudeas, which, runoing 
in broad streams down the eastern side of the Farexis mountaittij 
enters the Madeira, there are mines which have ins{nred great <hopes; 
though but lately seen, after a fruitless searoh of twenty years, - 

* 

has its remote springs to the west of the heads of the Arinos ia 
latitude 13% and, after a southern course of six hundred leagues« 
eaters, the ocean under the appellation of the Rio de la Plata^ 
The heads of the Faraguay are seventy leagues north-east from 
Villa Bella, and forty leagues north from Cuiaba, and divided 
into many branches, and already forming complete river^ which, ay 
they run south, successively unite, and form the channel of this ira^ 
mcAiSe river, which is immediately navigable. To the west, a short disr 
tance from the main source of the Faraguay ,i8 that of the Sy potuba, 
which disembogues on its west bank in lat. 15* 50^ after a course of 
sixty leagues. In the upper part of this river, and near its western 
branch, called ttie Jurubauba, was formerly a goldnniney which wad 
worked with considerable profit ; but the sup^or advantages der 
rived from others subsequently explored in Matto Grosso and Cuiaba^ 
caused it to be abandoned, and its site is not now known with cerr* 
tainty. The little river Cabaral, also auriferous, enters the Faraguay 
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^; the tv^t side, 'three leagues belbW ttieitidulh t>f t£e %pdtubar. 
On the banks of the latter lives a natibn of Ihd^ns^ ^cdlieid Bdrbat 
^^'frdm the distmction pieciiltar to themselves; among alt the Indiian 
Blitidns^ of having large biaards. ' 

. The Bonras Araviras inhabit the banks of the Cabaral : tl#ey ar6 
a^ mixture of two different nations, who in the year 1797 sent fb&# 
chfiefs of tfaeii' tribe, aceompanied by their mother; io Villa Bella, Itt 
(frder tp solicit the friendship of the Portnguesw. - The nation c^Ued 
Parai^n6 iives in their neighbourhood, close by the'Syp6tuba. A 
league below themoath of-the €abaral, on the east bank of the Fs(* 
fBgoAyi As Villa Maria,* a siJiali'aiid tiseful eskkbtiilMiiciqt, founded in 
Wf^' "Seven leagues «oifth' of Villa Mkria^ 'afnd - 6n the' west bank of 
the 'Paitigday, the rifver JaUru di^embbgues into it in lat. l6^i4^ 
This tivier is^remarkafaie for die boundary-maiic erected at its n^ontH 
in 1754, as well as for being entirely Portuguese, together with th0 
lands on its south bank, and bbrdenog ontbe Spanisb possessions. 
It rises in the plains of the Parexis in: lat 14"" 42^ and long. 58P 30^^ 
and running south tolat. 15^ 45^ the situation of the Register of the 
same namev it ther^ tuma to the sOuthpeAst for thirty^-fouf- leagues^ 
till^ by an entire course 6f sixty leagues, it readies its junction^ with 
the Paraguay* There. are. salt-^wateNpits^whv^h in part have sup^ 
plied Matto Grosso ever since its foundation with salt: they are iti 
the interior of the country, seven leagues from the Register, and ex^ 
tend to a place called SilHna de Ahdeida, frdm the name of the per<^ 
son who first employed himself in these works. 
; Hiese salt-pits aresiti^ated along the margins of broad marshy bot^ 
koms; in which are found fish of the safne kind with those io the Pa^ 
raguay. Tl^ Salina de Almeida is not far distant fix)m the bank o# 
Jaum^ and the great quantity of saline liquid found in it continuea 
three leagues fiirther to the souths where a junction is formed witli^ 
another firom the ii^est, called Pitas, westward of which are high and^ 
dry plains, where are found numerous large circles, formed by a 
species of palm ^led Carandas. These plains terminate nine leagued 
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nrfHitiOi^ the Salina diei Almeida^.in a large f>ool or tnar^ called Faoi* 
piquej^ whiieh runs to tbetaoutb.. r 

, Tba confluence . of the Jaum with the^ Paraguay is a poitit. of jnudi 
importance : it guards and covers the great road between Villa Bella 
Ciiiaha9. apd their intermediate establishments^ and in tfacsatne man* 
licx'i commands the navigation of jboth the ny«rs,andxileffendfl the en^^ 
titapce t iTitO. the injkerior .of the ;Iattet capitania. The. Paniguay-'fimiD 
tbJb},place has a ^e. navigation upwarda^^ almost. to its sources^ )whid> 
are scarcely seventy leagues distant,, with no otfieif impedimenl&aaa 
lafgeiaU^ ; Tbesesourcesa^ccsaiditofcontaiii diamonds: 
/:; The /mark plaoediat tJie tnouth )of ithe Jaum. is^a- pyramid iqfbean^ 
tifm. mltit>ley hrCNught; to :this.dislant po^t from Li^hoci. . It.beaA In^ 
sasptions.donim^moflttivei of the: treaty' between th^ courts of Spain 
Klid.jpprtiig»li;l)(y which, the respective IterritoiSes/ of which it stands 
asithbibonndary^iW^eidefioed. : i : ; 

.r The' lofty cb^ccif loiountaiu^ iwfakh exte^ds^fMrn ^esQuiicesrtif 
the. V9X9gaay. near .its^. eastern ibanki border . the riVer ' <^posite tb« 
m!9Uth of the, J^uru^. and: ai^: terminated. seveh leagues helow it by 
the Morro ExcalvtEtdo in; rlat.. 16? 49V ^ Eastward. of this mount or 
pointrall Iq marsh, aiid oine ieagues belowit there flows into the east 
side> ^/ the P^ragu^y. a- deepi stream or river, called Bio Novo^ ctis^ 
oova:ed in. 1786, which may hereafter ^afibrd a navigation to near 
St • Pedro del. Rey, when the aquatic [rfants that obstrubt its channel 
are removed^ ;ThenK)st. distant sdurces of this river are the rivulets 
of Sta. Anna, Bento Gdmes,'^and others, which cross the great road 
of >Cuijtba.ta the w!e8t.of Cocaes. In lat..l7- 38' the west banks of 
the' Paraguay become mountainous at the. north pcmit of the S^ara 
da Jnsda, tvhicfar tfarae leagues ta the south, makes a deep break to 
fmm the mouth of thfe lake Gaiba.. This lake extends westward^ 
abd theceisabflQadcanal of four les^esi in extent, wliida.comeB 
ftom the norths c6miminicating from: the above lake tb that c^ UbeK 
lava, Somewhat larger than -the Gaiba, situated exactly contigpoua 
to ihe Serra. da Insua; oii its north side. Sit leagues and a half 
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Hdkhv fcke^iiKiiith of thd&mhmy tind ^jpbsite thitfrndbiitamdiift^^ 
0f^ the Paraguay, ifi th0.iiioiiti& of tbe/St.> hbutkwf^ <fdpiiierly e^iltfA 
Porrudos/ Twenty «-8ix ' leagues afaoire ilni the ' river Caiaba «Ater^ iu 
western bank in lat. 17^20f, and long; 57^ 5' :< these two rivers are 
ixf* great -exidnt ; that jdF Louren^ ihsts its sources in lat.14% ferty 
leagues least of the towu^of Cdiaba; reoeiring (besides the branches 
crossed' by the road from Goiaz) other great stre&fai^ on its* east 'side; 
such As the Paraiba or Piquiri, which redsiv^es the Jaqtuari and ttie 
Itiquira^ all of moderate siae^ and navigable. The Itiquira has-been 
navigated to its heads; from < whence the canoes were •dragged bveiw 
land to. the Sucuriu, which falls into the Parana ^ibur leagues' beloii^ 
the mouth of the riyer Tiete von the opposite iidej The rivers Iti-^ 
quira afad Sucuriu were found to have fewer and smaller falls thaik 
the Tkquari, and the land«*passage is much shorter and mote^cpilT6>- 
ttient ithaikthat of the Gamapuao^ so that ithis fiiavr^tion' is prefer*^ 
able to that by thetwo lastMnmticmeil ri^r^r it is attended by idnl^ 
two ofostacleSy-^-many. Indians, and a want of provisions. ' ' • m.( - 
The navigation to the i town of (Duiaba by the river of thdt namej 
from its above-mentioned ^oBfldence,^ is shorti and> eaisy •: in f he^ ftdi 
ten leagues^ afteripaissknj^tbetwo'nialllllacids of -Ariacuni awd^Ta^ 
Fuihas^i occurs k lArge plantat!ibniiif bananas; foimed on an embank* 
men t on the east side i of .the 'riven > : l^ee lealgnes abovb < this (platce 
the Guachchuas^a eiiteie the CSuiaba'rby.it8(>eatt'baikk,''iuidottth^ 
sanae side, sevieb ; leagucfr fiather^ the MGoaeho^mniv ' Promt ihis 
point itbe; river winds in a noiibh^nbrthf^iiaat dii^ctiori, ' eleven leagdes 
to tbei island of Pirahim;' andiromttiUdnbe makes a kirge benfd' td 
the east, receiving imnaeroiifl>S(breaiiis^ and passes the town of'Cuikbai 
which. issiiiial^d;dtinile4o'jlbe)eaBtwanl of it; This town isnibety^ 
six leaga«» to the east, of VdllliEi >BeUfi^) a^d the same distance from 1^ 
confloence of its -river with thei Paraguay i It is large, and, together 
with its dependencies, nu3rat ipfesent: contain SO^OOO souls. It is 
well provided with meat, £Bh,i fruits^ and all sorts of vegetables, at a 
much •clieaper rate than at the sea-ports. The country is welt 
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Itdapted ibr cultirakioo, a&d bas nch mines, but m aaiMr places^tiftle 
Water to, work tbem in dry weather* Tbey were di«GO(fennLiQ 1718^ 
and have been estimated to produce anmially aboine twenty arrofaas 
of gold of ejttremely fiDe.qualitjr* ^ ^ 

. Twenty leagues souUi*west of 'the town of Cuiaba is die Bettlemeat 
of St^ Pedro del Rey, the largest of all the adjacent s^tlemestSt 
and contains full 2,000 inhabitants It is situated near the west^n 
side of the rivulet Bento Gcmez, whidi, at the distance of a league 
and a half south of the settlem^t, ibrni» a laige bay, called Rio de 
Janeiro. The river Cuiaba has its soiKces forty leagues db<yre die 
town, ^d its banks are cultivated through the -greater part of its ex-^ 
tent^ including fourteen leagues below the town, doin^n the stream^ 
^our leagues below the principal mouth of the river Pormdos, tbe 
iParaguay is bordered by the mountains diat separate it from Gaifaa 
on its western bank, and in this place they obtain the appellatiim of 
Slei^a das P^dras de AmohTf from being composed of a stone c^ 
which wh^t*stppes are made* This is the only spot which is not to* 
imdated by t^e floods of the river, and is therefore much visited by 
the canojes diat nav^te it These Serras terminate two leagues to 
the south in those of the Dourados, immediately below which there 
is a cbannri on the west side of the Paraguay, which, piercing be«i 
tween t,wo high detached mounts, called Cheines, leads to the lake 
Mendiuri^ six leagues long, and the largest on the Paraguay. 

From the Dourados the Paraguay rans southward to the Serras of 
^buquerque, where it touches direcdy on the northern pointy o^ 
wjiich is situated a town of that name. These Serras form a cdm^ 
pact square oi ten leagues, and contain much calcareous stone} 
the Ittnd is considered the best on ^tber side the Paraguay, from 
the river dowAwards, and only equalled tby that on the western mar* 
^ns of the lak^ Mandiuri and Gaibsu From Albuquerque the 
Paraguay turns to the east, skirting its Serras, which terminate at the 
end of six leagues in the Serra do Babicfao, opposite which, on die 
north Iku)^ of the river, is situated the lower soudiera mouth of tha 
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amtiiig)h6i«^fcriiiiaiirMaxid fovirteieii'te^^ lehgth from ndrth Y6 

rdoiithc *it ia* the/iiiMal iiliwwii I fdr canoes ifr liAii^s tf iotihdatibn. 
From the mouth of the Paraguay^miritik the iiver*take8 a^ofntherly 
.4ira€iU€n>tO;tfae lOQDtb c^. the Taquariy tiavig^ed'anaually by flotil- 
}Mi of cinaes^and jotfaercraftv which come irom St; FmiVi to <3uiHb^, 
^tfid^eveo M £»r«&.4fae'B6^teir of Jauru» when their destfnatkm hapK 
j)€tn»tobe Villa Bella.' • . . : - f ■ •■ . 

V A» thbvUikvigalBQa ia aniobject'^jf grteltt importattice, from its a>»f- 
Ofctittg'two. distiDct diBtnctB^ llie fdObwiDg compendious descriptroh 
oC^tbe rff>itte pursulBKi : in it mttyrnot tprove uninteresting. It is a&l 
sib^tQd /romrthe . diocy jof a nan of science/ who peif:7rmed the 
jppniajtA/f^wiyeareago^in^thefiioii&ofOidttbber, when the Paraguay, 
hffgiity t». retire >ta ata osimi dumoeL • The ' dieseription may ' comcmeticife 
at thfiT^quari) asi the. voyage from thcnoe to Guiaba and th^ Jaufd 
h^i^nsidy lieeo:;dbtaikd. Hm^ laigtet of themafly mouths of thd 
Tftquaii ini the. Paraguay is in latv 19^ 15 V and long. '54^. In the first 
^tiltmgnes.of naTigattoo/thedmniwl of-the river is lost, as it crosses 
Sotpe^JargB. plains^ .comned with watefr to the depth of setera! feet J 
Tlus i9tcontigi»us^ to Taquan, a, place wbeie the met is much boU'^ 

fined. ;• ■ '. ../ ■..,.', '\ /. r >*'- "^ ' * ' . X . .: .: 

Fi'om this place it » twenty leagues to the resting^-place of Allegri^; 
in lat. 18^'iaV ^aad this space contaiiis^ o& berth bMrks of theTaquari; 
iBaany eiHrances isto thecpathsv whicblead in tittie of the floods taVa* 
wmB distant placs^outtfael^anguayyBorrudos, and Guriaba. Fh>ai th^ 
is^tingrplAce tJbereare thirty leoigues of baT]gatioA,onthe cburg6 of th^ 
in^er^eMlt to the^ill dBatrai whereitisimpeded andunnavigahle abov^ 
Hfimle^thMigkaf^airtof it may.bepassedialiatf^ldadted'and partinelnpty 
caa^esv At ^e iieadof this laU the rivier Goehixn entei% theTaquari, and 
the^navi|g8^n bene quits Ihe latter for the Coahim. At its mouth it !» 
tiysenty iathoine- broad, . and a 'ieague^upwards receives on its south 
li$a«ik:th^ TnquarifStiirim,* a>fivttr neai^y as broaid asr itself* A little 
above this confluence is .situated its^ist ifisll^ which is called Da Jlha^ 
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and Dday tioi p^qwdLin ^pty banooiL Alcalde abofraria^^^.tf 
Giqaitaya, parsed ^hh faatf cargotej itabA .a league md a qtuutet 
farther, that of the Chdradeira^ thfe bmwmA of »faidi is wetyrA^di 
Bejrond this is the fall of Avanhandai^t'Qksaa^ whetB the 6ai||;oei 
aha carried bver^land for half a mile, and the caoocs afe candaGted- 
through a difficult channel of three. fiithoiiiSr at the end of whidi 
they are ^shed over the. rocks in order to pass the head of oataractr 
Half a league above is the fall Do Jauru, so called from a river of 
tlmt Bbme, . which enters the 0)chiDi above it, oa the ndrih side* 
Front) this confluence upiw:ards llieire occar steen falls. in thfe conrM 
of five leagues and;a half, < in thenudst of whick distiaiice the rlv^ 
cuts and' is enchannelied in a mountain^ dirough which it runs 
ttnoothljr, although aoaibely five £Ufaonis braadt and receives on its 
south side the stream of the Paredio, which is said to hA auiifbrous^ 
Half a kMgue above the last of the seven falls befofe^inemtioned kre 
thrte sQceesttivo ones, called 7Vm Irmios^ and at an ec^ual disfcanoci 
Above theAi, tiNtt pf Das l^uraas, which is pa«^ lafaotiously with 
eanoes lihloadedL From thiS' place, the navigation oontimies on th^ 
Coobim through d^nccession of falfo^ until that mer js joined by 
the Canwpuaos eight yavds in bn^th at its mouth. From thii 
point to its junction with the Taquari, the course of the Cochiba is 
thirty feagues. 

. Tbieriver GanialpuSo, ateng^ wbidi the navigaticm b continued, bek« 
comes narrower on passing some riTulete that flow ioto it^ .and so 
shallow/^as > to be iii general .scarcely two feet deep^ apd thfe canoes 
are iBihet dragged than navigated along its sandy bed* After two 
teagues of this labour^ they quit the Camapiwo^imssu, leaving it on 
tbe right haqd^ choked with fiillen tribes, 8cc.^ and miter into the Ca^ 
mapuao-niirim, up wlueh they proceed one league^ when they reacb 
the fazenda^ or estate, of the same name. This |9 an importi^nt esta«^ 
blishment, belonging to the |V>rtugtteEe^ in the centre of those vast 
and desert regions that interyeae between tbe great riyen PBtragaay 
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and Partutt^ ninety leagiies jKM]ih«4iottth-west> in A. direct line from 
the town of CuiaEm* The place jieems vety proper for a lef^tert to 
prevent thesmug^ng of gdld in this route, and to fix the duties mi 
gdods passing to Ciiiabi and Mat to jQrosso* The canoes and cargo^ 
are transported from the Fflflienda de Camapoao bj land abou^ 
a inile to the rlT«r Sanguiiu^, the principal source x>f the Rio 
Barda From the end of the land^paa^ages the navigation continuiit 
dowb the Sangnixttga^ aiid, in the interval of three leagues^ tbeyipato 
four falls to the Rio Verliiielhi) (so called frdm the colour of its 
waters)^ which enters the Pardo* • Hhlf a leagud fiom the nloutb: of 
thd Vermelho the Ptedo hat the^ fidi of the Pedras de Amoliar, and a 
league below receives on its south sidi6 the river Glaro^ from which^ 
aifter procteding tm^ leagues bf levd stream^ thare oci^ur nine.fhlls 
in the space of two iedgnes mode. The passage of them occupies 
twelve or ^fourteen days in' going tip this liver^ thiou^ only one re* 
turaing* B^ow the last of these, cdled the iBangue, thci river So^ 
toritt cttt^is the PArdd on its south side. Three leagues below the 
mouth of the SucUriu is the rataradt of Gurta^ about dlght ytadi 
h^h, to avoid which the oaUoes afe biuled ovw-land^ through a pas^ 
sage of a hundrddyai^. Fkam tbife cataract, in the spate of feeil 
leagues, lAien^ occur teli falls, which occupy fifteen or twenty days^ 
in aMendiiig the river^ tiiough only odfe^ ia deacendli^. The brteddl 
of the! t&o Pardo in tibis part is ttventy-two fathoms. Tiro leagues 
faielbw th^ last of these falls is a deep inlet of threeJiundredittid nioety 
fkthoms ;' half a league lower the canoeiGl are hauled pver a t^ade of land 
of a hundred and fifty yards. Haifa league further is the fall of Sirga 
Negra; one league further, that of Sirga Matto; and a little more thail 
a league from thence, the gfeat cataract, or Sako da Cajuru, ten 
yards in height, to avoid ivhich, the canoes are liauled through 
a narrow channel here formed by the river. At a distiance equal td 
the preceding is the Cajuru-mirim, and immediately after is found 
the ftdl of Da Ilha, the thirty-third and last pn this qver^ Six 
leagues below this fall» the Rio Pardo receives on its nprtb side the 
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iiTer Orelha da Anta*; and • four leagues lower donrn, xm.tbti sAme 
side^ tfaieOneIha da Otipa.*, from the mouth of .which, after .eleven 
leaguiss'bf navigation, is found the junction which the river iLnban^ 
dery-^iasui makes from the south with the Pardo, which, from the 
passage of Camapuao to this point, completes a south-east course of 
foity-*five leagues in extent. The Anhandery and the Fardo^ from 
their confluence, run sixteen leagues of navigation westward, in one 
dmnnel, and disembogue in the west bank of the Parana in lat. about 
21^. The velocity of the current of the Rio Pardo is very irr^ular : 
it may be navigated downward in five cht six days, but. cannot be 
ascended in less than twenty or thirty, and that by hauling^ for ths 
force of the stream in some places is too great for. oars« * 
r The river ' Parana is of great breadth and weight of water, and is 
navigated against its current up to the mouth of the .Tiet6^ In the 
first three leagues occurs the inland of i Manuel Homem. FinK 
leagues^ above, this island the Rio Verde fells into the Parana, by a 
mouth ' of forty-two fathoms, on its western hank, and <at aa equal 
distance above, on • the opposite eastern side, the river Aguapehy 
enters, by a mouth apparently above twenty yards wide. .Ei^t 
leagues above this river, and on the west side of the Parana, the large 
river Sucuriu has its mouth, at .least fifty fathoms wide,, and, afler 
four leagues of navigation ftirther, <» the same side oi tfaie Parana, 
is found N the mouth of the large and interesting river, the Tiet^*!** The 
distaooe between the rivers .Tiet6 and Pardo, according to the wind* 
ings: of the Parana, may be estimated at thirty-five leagues. ; tbe dl- 



* Sq eMed. becauae tHiev abound with those animals. 

««•»'•• ••• < 

, f Thi^ riVer bein^ the grand channel of oonununication from Rio de Janeiro, Santos, 
^t Paul's, aqd other places, |o the. interesting districts of Cuiaba, Matto Grosso, the whole 
of Paraguay, the riyer Plata, Potosi, Chiquisaca, and a great part of Peru, I haye preserved 
the particular detail given in this paper, of its 'numerous falls, and the difficulties of ItsTia- 
tigation^ a^ it is now wett known, and there is great reason to suppose^* that it'WiUiiiDoo be 
Btuth.morec frequented.. ..... . «. . . i.^ * ^ 
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rection norths inclining to the east/ Passing up tbe Tiet6, in.the first? 
three kagues is found the great Sal to de Itapura (a great cascade)^ 
to avoid which, the canoes are tlragged sixty fathoms over-land. A 
league above is the difficult fall of Itapura^mirim ; another league 
upwards are the three falls, called Tres Irmaos, and little more thaa 
that distance onward, that of Itupiru, half a league long ; two leagues 
further is the fall, of U-aicurituba-mirim, and in the upper part of it 
tbe small river Sucurj enters the Tiet6 upon its north bank. ' One 
league above it is the fall of Utupiba, a quarter of a league in length. 
The same distance above is the fall of Araracangua-^uassu, which is 
passed with unloaded canoes. Five leagues above this is found thci 
Araracangua-mirim ; one league further, th^ Arassatuba, and at the 
same distance, the U-^aicurituba, from which, in the space of nine 
leagues, occur seven falls^ Three and a half leagues above the last 
of them is that, of the Escaramunca, so called Irom the abrupt 
windings of the river among a thousand rocks and stoppages. Two 
leagues above this is the large fall of Avanhandava, where the canoes 
are unloaded, and their cargoes carried half a mile over-land*, and 
the canoes hauled the greatest part of the way, to avoid a cathract 
sixteen yards perpendicular. A league and a half above this is 'the 
fell of Avahhandava-mirim, and very nehr it, that of the Gampo', 
frcm^ which there are fourteen leagues of clear navigation to thoteof 
the Camboyu-voca, and hext.to tfaeTambau-mirini aiid Uassui both 
within the con>pass. of two leagues. One league fiirther is the falL 
of Tambitiririca ; three leagues from thence, the U-amicanga, and a 
little more than, two leagues upwards^ the Jacuripipira enters, the 
Tiet6 on the north side, and has a mouth fifteen fathoms broad. A 



• The labour of dragging ibe canoes oyer-land to aroid the cataracts might be much ]es« 
scned (where the finest tipibcr is in such abundance), if Goyemment were to order rail-ways 
to be made, upon which loaded cinoe^ might easily be drawn on wheels. This would more 
facilitate the Intercoufrse than any otfaei^ measui^, and, from the present enterprising spirit 
and wisdom of the. Prioctp Jlegcnf 9 mmistcrfi wc may sooabope to sec it: put in piiactice. 
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letugam luid it htlf abore tlm is the Jaeuripipira^nliiim^ sax leagues 
fh>iu wbenoe is the fidi olf Congouha^ a league in lengths For tlM 
fl^ace of dght leagues froiii this tbene- are six falb, of which the 
liH|tit\Bafiharetxi» From this it is three leagues and a half to th^ 
mo^h of die P^tramiaba, thirty eight fathoms hroad : it eaters the 
VietA on the north ; and the latter rirer from this point immediaieljr 
Harrotrs itsdtf to forty fathoms wide. From the ihouth' of the Pa^ 
mtiiaba there is a navigation of four leagues to the small fall of I}ha» 
aflbd fourteen leagues more, with frequent windings to that of Itahy, 
near a populous Tillage, called Jundahy. Six leagues from tUs is 
die iall of Pedrenegoa, which is a quarter of a league long ; and 
half a league above it, the river Sorecaba, whidi comes from the 
town of the same name,' in lat. S$^Sl\ empties itself on the south 
into the Tiet6. Near this town are several mountains, caUed Gua«^ 
laeealKi, some of which abound with rich oxide of iron, which, on 
smelting, has proved very good. Upon diem grows fine timber for nva'^ 
^inery,and wood of every si^se, fit for reducing into carbon. Numerous 
streams .flow from them, trhich may be employed to great advantage^ 
and their base is washed by the river Campanhes, nehr the Capivarii, 
both of which empty themsdves into the Tiet6 at a short distance^ 
Ffoai the :river Sorecaba it is only six leagues to Porto Fehx, where 
all the embarkation is now made to' Matto Grosso from St, Paul's^ 
the distance being about twenty-three leagues from that jcity/ 
Through this conveyance, ilalt, Iron^ ammunition, dotiiing for the 
ti^ps,.&c..are sent annually by €k>Vernment Trading parties ir&» 
qiaenUy: arrive at St. Paul's from Cqiaba in the month of February^ 
and Ktuni in April or May^ 

Resuming our account of the Paraguay, it is to be observed that 
the Embotetieu enters that river five leagues below the mouth of the 
Taqoari, and oh the same side. It is now called Mondego, and was 
formerly navigated by the traders from St, Paul's, who entered by 
the Anhandery-^uassut the south branch of the Pardo. On the north 
bank of the Mondego, twenty leagues above its mouth, the Spaniarda 



( 311 ) 

fimnded the dty of Xeteis^ irhtoh the ^ Ptofistas deiitnqred^ Ten 
leagues ahoye this ^aoe, in the mountaiDs^ that form die uf^per pfoi 
of the Embotetiee^ there is a tradition that there are rich . minet 
which were discovered fiftj years agb« One league beloir the mouth 
of the Mpndego ttiere are two high insulated mounts fronting eaoh 
other on the Pstraguay : at the extremity of the southern dedirity of 
the mouQt on the West side^ near the bank of the river^ it th^ garm 
son of New Coimbra, founded ih 1^7 Si it As the last apd souther^ 
most Portuguese establisfamebt on thie ^eat Paraguay. Eleven 
leagues to the south of Coimbhi, on the west side of the Paraguay^ 
ia the iQouth oi Bahia Negra, a large sheet of water of six leaguet 
in^ extent, being five leagues long from no^th to south : it reoeivei 
the watertt of the wide^'flooded plains and lands to the south aa4 
west of the mountains lef Albuquerque. At this bay the Potto* 
guese possei^ibnb on both banks of the Paraguay terminate* Froiif 
thence the river ^on^inues to lat. 81% where, on its we^tbank^ ia 
sitbated a bill kiiowp to the Portugueee by the name of Miguel JoB6f 
crowned with a Spanish fort with four pieces of artillery, ^ called 
Bourbon. Three feagues above this the little river Guirino falla into 
th^ Paraguay on the east side. Nine leagues to the south of the 
above fort, and in laL 21^ 3Sr, are other mountains on both vid6s the 
Paraguay, which command this river; for the ei»tem side, is isup«: 
mounted with a lofty chain extending to the interior of the countryy 
near which is the sogar^loaf mobnt ; the opposite side is equally^ 
monntainoiis, but n^t so high or extensive; and in the middle of tl»b 
river tb^re is a high rocky island, which, with the mountainous bank* 
on each side, forms two channels of about a musket^shot acroasw^ 
This, in case of war between the neighbouring nations, would be a 
post of the highest importance, aait forms a natural barrier, whicb. 
would require tittle fortification toirender it an effectual obstade to^ 
invasion. Here terminate those extensive inundations, .to which bodi* 
banks of the Paraguay ace subject: they commoice <^t the mouth of 
the Jauru, and to this, point cover an extept of 100 leagues from*. 
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ligian apparent lake^ inRbicli gcogmpftibtt^oCflocineiidays^ MiraU iM 
9MBe ntod^ns}: have teraied the* iKartMj^.es. \ vThisviliaiKla^ 
^ods tbe cbaonelMof the' great BariygriajiiKiUi; those pfifcstvaiiQW 
qoiiflueht% ^ ita »uch a manoec^ that, f£ro|B^few«it|r tbi thirtjr .league^ 
above their fegular mouths, ; it is pnsibhky jip: tka^ .of? the; floods^ tfi 
imvigate across from oae to the other, alvays m de^ water, wiIIkmA 
ever aeeiiig or Approaebiag.th^ Banks <>f Abe V^nprnif^r Daring this 
wonderful inundation; ^tbe high ^mo^iytiuiis afoid efteifated land^wbiofa 
^t indosesi appear like so maojr superb islands^ and the JowergromKla 
form a Fabyrinth of lakes, bays,' and pook^jaaainyibf-whMih remain afioi 
the. floods have- sttbstdedi - -£roin<tbe intneacy cf these imindaCed 
plains, the nav^gaiitm- is^irendemd impracticable io alb who do nof 
iMotte experience witU dkilL: «Froiii this po8ition,^the»ianly:>batcierim 
the ^Paraguay ,) the banks down ward.afe ' in • ^neraL .high ' and finsii 

* 

particularly the eastern pr Poitugiitterttde^iM: in kt. 92^ 5V a coosi- 
derab|e river empties itodf inta^it,. which thoi Spaniards, at the dot 
Viarcation: in 1753, would have to ' be the Corrientes^. whereas the 
heads of this rivier ate twenty leagues oocth oi ' the* real CenieiiteA 
iWDtionedin the treaty;, ;• .. i:,>.. . 

f. Between the Paraguay and tfieParaha there ^ruosr.fmni: north to 
dojuth an extensive chain of nwuntaiaa, fwhick 'have 1^ appeliatioQ 
of Atnisinbay ; they terminate to: the strath of tbe' rivec Igxiatimjrg 
|i[M!niing b lidge running' east: and west,**caUed<MaiftQayer. ^ FtoBi 
ijMSBe mountains* spriag all th& rivers whieh^ from the* Taquari-soutiM 
wiMi enter the Paraguay, and from ^ the same chains 5also, proeeed 
daany other rivers, which, taking a contrary direction, flow into the 
Paiana, * one of them,, and the most southerly, . beii^ the Igoatimy^ 
which has its mouth in lat. 2(3^47 \ a little above the siei^eii fallsi «r 
Uie wonderful cataract of the Parana^ Thb calaract is amoat toh^ 
lime spectacle, being distinguished to the: eye of the spectator, from 
below by the appearance of six rainbows, nnd^uutting :&oiBats &U 
a-constaat cloud, of vapours, which; impusgaates tbe air tfimgmak% 

9- 
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^ianati 'Oii^^tieifioffk^i^ of )ihe Igoatmiy; twenty lesguw'ftoM 
IteHMotb^ this Portnga^lMS'liad farmcriy the fortress: of Baufis, nirhich 
ntMi abradonednn 1777* ' ^e Igoatimy has its sources ten leagtiM 
aboiire dm [^labe, amcm mountains. The ri^er 

JKe^uy eliters thePacaguay oh itbe ei»t side m lat44^ 11', twenty 
leagues 'bdow thelpahe, andther snuiU river, called the IpaMsmiriniH 
inliehreiiing. 

*: This is a sumniary deseiriptioa of Portugueae Paraguay^ to th^ 
point where the territory do^t (as our Tourisi observes) to extend t 
and such is the situation of this great river, that the above-mentioned 
Hvers wfaioh concentrate toward the interior of Brazil enter it on the 
eastern side ; not One enters it on the western, IVom the Jauru to the 
parallel of the Ipane* Many parts of die banks of aN those rivertf 
are iaid under water at the time of the floods, and the pbina are 
ooVered'to a considerable depth. 

.A river of suck vast siae^as the Paraguay, in a temperate and sa4 
liibnous climate^ abounding with fish, bordered by extensive plains 
and hi^ mountains, intersected by so many rivers, bays, lakes, and 
fbrests, must naturally have drawn many of the Indian nations to in^ 
habit its banks : but, immediately after the discovery of the new c6n« 
tinent, the incurmons of the Paulistas and Spaniards seem to have dis^ 
persed «and destroyed the numerous tribesf : the Jesuits transplanted 
many thousands to their settlements on the Uraguay and Parana, 
Other nations fled from die avarice of the new settlers to countries 
less favoured/ but' more ^seeoie by reason of their distance, and the 
(Uflfeulty of appioaeh. This emigration of one nation to districts 
occupied by another, became the flruitftil source of invetemte and 
sanguinary wars among them, which tended to reduce their num« 
bers. TheVe are, however, still some Indians left on die bordeis of 
the Paraguay, among whom the Ckiaycurus, or Cavalier Indians, are 
principally distinguished fty^ valour.' Th^y occupy the lands irotti 
liie river Taquari, extending southwards, along all the rivers that enter 
thfe Paraguay onik&^Mytern^de, as far as the riverJpane, and in 
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dowDwards. They have made mur repeatc^ljr oii^ tiiie Jiipaiiaanh 
and Portugiieset without ev^r being subdued* : Theyrane ahaed with 
lauces of extraordinary kiigtb^ bows, arrows^ &c. They 4BlBke loAg 
iDGUiBioo^ pA. horseback into the neig^bour^ig territdries ; they prd^ 
cure horses in. exchange ftnr stout cotton cloaks, taUed . Ponchosi 
which they manufacture. There are other Indian nations inhabiting 
these large tracts; some of whom have int^nnixed both withitheiPor- 
tuguesQ and Spaniards, there being few of the latter on any part af 
the confines without sqme traces of Indian pbyaiognomy. < ^ 

From ; the riv^riXexuy, downwards,. the Paraguay takes its general 
CQucse southwards for thirty^two leagues to the city of Assumpcieot 
the. Capital of Faraway* aad the residence of its goverate. Thi^eity 
isisituafa^ on an. obtuse an^made by the eastern bank of the riverr; 
the population is by no means triflidog^ and there are some iPeftB<^ 
gue^; Bm<KPg4be] inhabitants. The ; goyeminent r ia of vast* exttait» 
and its >total . population is • s^id to amount to near 130,000 soiib; 
The land is #^rtile, and contains many, rich farms : its pfinci|>al pr»- 
duct is .th0 laaatt^ which is exported tOt Tucuman and Buenos Ayieef, 
from vheoOe it isrsent to vaiious /paKts of the Spanish doninioiBS, 
along the coa^tof Chili and Perur beinga general artide of ocmaump^ 
tion aoiQQg ^1 cranks of people. Its otl^r products are hides, to- 
bacco, : and .sugar,. Tfjom Buenos Ay res large boats arrive at Uie 
etty 9( Aseampdon, after. two or.:th9ee joaonths' patoagea tfaci ob^ 
difficultly Jn navigating is thegv^t w^igbt^of the water* of the B^ 
ragaay,} whioh flow. with great rapidity i \ but this disadvantage « 
lessened. :)by favourable winds, which blow >the greater )Miit 0f the 
y/wrirom the south. . . ^ 

^ Stsileaguea below Aasuimpfcion,^ on tbe.westem! side of the Para^ 
guay 9. : the river Pilcomayo enters that river by its . 6r8t mouth'; lis 
second is fourteen or sixteen leagues lower. Jn this space soiae 
other smaller rivers enter on the' eastern side, and apfiongst them the 
T»biauari% on an arm of which, tw^tvJeaieues. south-east from As-^ 
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sumpdon, is Villa Bica, a large Spanish town^ with much property 
in cattle on its extensive plains. The river Vermelho enters the 
west side of the Paraguay in lat. 26^ 50' : on a remote upper branch 
of this river is the town of Salto, near an accessible fall ; it is an im- 
portant point to the Spaniards, who are transporting their goods from 
Buenos Ayres* Tucuman, &c. to Upper Peru. 

m 

or Great River, which the first discoverers considered as the chief, 
on -account at its ' abundant) watelns, unites With the ^tem side 
of ^ the Paraguay in lat 27:^a5V'^UEid tbeii^united streams tiike the 
bame of the Rio de UtPlatA, r'^'Hiich originated in the following 
(»rcumstanee:'*4-Martim de 8ou8l^ the first, donatary of the capi^ 
tania of St. Vicente, furnished Alexo Garcia with an adequate 
escbft to vexpkyra' the hi&erto/untrcHdden wilds t^ the'west of the 
extensive coast tof Bniflh.. This kitrapid Pbrtugueise, by the route 
<tf: die fTirt^, Ttitedhed the P«iragiiayv whidi.he'C]>6S9ed, iatid' pene^ 
tteted considerably into ! die interioi^ from whence* he* leCtiriied, it 
k said, loaded widi silver, and some gold : but ^ he halted on the 
Faiiagiiay, 'and wailed for die'c^ai&lg of- hip sonf, aydath of tm* 
der yean, with, some of ins people, wfaikt he' sent fonrard an 
aeCGunt of tfaet discovery. He ^ was burprised by a^bbdy of Im 
dians, who kiUed him, took jbiBi son. priebner, and carried off jdl 
his • riches : the . year i follo#iiig, sioEty Poitugu^, who were ' sent 
in search of Garcia, shared the same fate. The Spanianls #hp 
first settled on diis river, seeing sq -much silver amongst these 
Indians, add supposing it to be the produce of the country, caHed 
the river. La'\Plata. 

l%e' Parana derives, its prinoipai sources from the west side of 
die mountains of Mantiqueira, twenty^^finre leagues west of the town 

of Pferaty, . . ' 

. ■ • • 
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ca^Unia of Rio Gnpde> is one -of the most imporlaDt in 
fiiBfiriJv it ift o6 conMderaJbie /tfjcteqt; and is bounded by the 
catiitittiia of St.PauKa an.the:iidrtfa, MbXXo Grosso da tbe west, and' 
«iid by/ thet Spanish ttoitociesi: betweto it and die Rio de la Plalai^ 
on the souths : ^ . ; ^ \ . - :i 

. Its ipoct is situated dbout SSP sooth ; it ia dangerons^ to enter,; fisrt 
fvQQk its beijhg riioal watery and nex^^from' ia vjdlent sea always ran^ 
aing^^ and fnto' the sbifting . tS the saod^J Notiwithstanding these in«^ 
QoAvttiieneesy there ib a great trade earned dn from this place to «& 
the jpoitSr of Brazil ia brigs and small vessels that do not draw abov^ 
t«E;feet (Water. ,. After passing the bar, which is kmg, they .enter ioCo 
an inbmd seat or Ibgoto, /of d^p waier, andinavigate to. the north 
aiiid rwest }t». its head, wiheie -the. prind]|)al .river runs into it. * To the 
acMithward m the lagoon Meni, and thie Matral gfoaiidj a little to the 
Si^iithward ^of which is the Spanish. foitfeds of. Santa .TeceBa, lately 

|Mkt in' iiepair* <- ' .... r . ; ,• ' 

The. prmcipaL town is defended by many ibrts^ some of which 'ane 
upon, islets. Since it was taken from ikat Spa^iarda hy .General 
Goimbra, the Portugueze have much strengthened it» tod now theie 
is a very oonsideraMe force of cavalry, herse^artilleryy and foot-sol- 
diers ; so that at a short notice^ with the addition .of the imlitia^ a. 
body of five or seven thousand men might be calculated upon. . i 
The climate is considered very fine, and the soil so ptoductive, that 
this district may be called the granary of Brazil : the wheat grown 
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bete is shipped to ail the ports on the coast where brrad is used. 
Farming, however, is carried on in so slovenly a manner, that the 
grain is always rough, bad skinned, and extremely fouL It is packed 
in raw hides, which are sewed up like sacks : it swells, and heats fre* 
quently on the passage from Rio Grande to the more northerly ports ; 
and often, after landing in Rio de Janeiro, it is left on the quay ex- 
posed for days to the rain. 

The vicinity of. Rip. Grande is extremely populous ; in a circuit of 
twenty leagues, the inhabitants, including the troops, are estimated 
at lOQ^OOO* Ih&r prkieipal occupations ,are, the breeding of cuttle, 
for iwhkk the immense ' tract of pas|;uref4and is so well caleuJated ; 
the drying and preparing of -hides^ and the making of charque:^ ix 
what is called, if\ the river Plata> jfigtbeef4 ;It b prepared inrtfae j^U 
lowing manner : — After the ox is skinned^ the flesh is stripped from^ 
the bones in as large fliakes as possible, io spme degree resemUing 
sides of bacon: it is put into hot brii)e» wJiieretitreiDauis ftom/ twelve 
to forty hours, according to the .thickness* It is then taban dtat, 
drained^ and dried in the sun, aflerwards made up into packages that 
lieigh about 150lbs., and. shipped. Ironi .this pdrt to 0.U ^ parta of 
Bam\. It is a jgeneral article, ofconsumpiion among the lower 
diasses and nc^oes,. and is not unftequently. seen a|; : respectable 
tables, being in taste somewhat similar to bung beef* It octnstitatea 
the general food. for the sailons, and feirms ; part . of aknost every 
cargo sent out frapi this epwt. It bais - found its: iwiiy to the: AViesI 
Indies, where it is in great request, and has been frequently sk>ld» 
during the war, at nine-pence or a shilling per pound. The charque 
prepared at Rio Grande is much superior to that brought from the 
river Plata. During the time that the English troops were in pos- 
session of Monte Video, in consequence of an apprehension that 
the cattle might be driven away, and they be in want of supplies, 
large quantities were contracted for at St. Pedro, which arrived at 
Monte Video, though not yvanted. They were afterwards shipped 
for the West India market. 
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.. Theiqnantity.of hides exported from hence is almost incredible : 
they funibh many ressela \nih entire cargoes, which are carried to 
the northetn ports, and from thence embarked for Europe. The 
annnid average may be estimate^ ' at not less than three hundred 
thodsftnd*- w>i-'' • ^ . ! • .. 

: Tallow Ibnnsanotheif consideroblie >article of commerce, which in 
general is shipped in the crude state, and notrefined, as inthe rirer 
Plsita. ' The goeKtef pait is consumed in Brazil, and the dealers find 
it preferable to^refine the article on the spot, where they manufiicture 
it into candles; It is packed in waste raw*hide packages^. 
: Horas and horse4iair form an inferior branch of the commerce^ 
aad are 4riaiip{led from this port in great quantities. 

Hie above, aqe the staple productions of Rio Grande, which give 
cmfdoyjneBt 4o perhaps a hundrcfd sail of coasters, isome of whicfa 
make two or three voyages in a year, carrying thither rum^' sugary 
tobaoeo, cottMi, rioe^ mandioca, sweet«*meeats, &c.'f* 
<^ Of Buropean merchandise, they bring wine, oil,* olives, ^ss, and a 
gfeat Tttriety of En^shfxsommodities, particularly iron, (though diey 
much. . prefer the Swedish,) baiaes, coatings, stout wooiBea doths^ 
Manchester velverets of various qualities and ccdours, printed oot^ 
tons^ ^c^licoen, muslins, handkerchieis^ silk, cotton^ and worstesi 
kosieryy hats^ flannels,. &x^ 

.vS^l-<^<>tli, cordage, micholrs, tar, paints, fowling-pieces, ammuni* 
tion of all sorts, havdware of every description, particularly slaugh<* 
tbr4mives, fomie plated ware^ and fiincy articles.- . A ^eat part of 
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* Some SngUsh ^ttlcri, di^ppoqite^ in tbe mtx Plata, went to Rio Grande to c$tabli«li 
concerns for curing beef, refining tallow, &c^ wbidk ibey soon found it necessary to aban« 

don;- ' ' '■ ' •. i .• ■• 

" f Almost every vessel brings a greater or smdkr number of negroes, it being the practioe 
at Rio dfe Janeiro id ship'oflFall those who are iIl-dispos€d and troublesome for Rio Grande, 
wbenee, if they. coa&Mie lefractory, diey are frequently sold into the neighbouring colony^ 



carried from house to house for sale or exchaogeJ '* ' v ' ' • * ^v ti {: r 
Daring the otd system, so lately aii within these few ytMirs^'tf mtet 
hicrativetradewas here carried on with' the Spaniards, who ^cameiB 
nimiberfty and most eageriy boaght up the tobacco,' find ^iiodi 0f'<1te 
£nglish mhnufaotures && covAA be tvaiisported on hbr86>batk, <at! 
great prices. Thus Rio Grande and its Im^nity became' very eq«» 
viable situations,^ tv:here considerable fortunes were made 'in a Httltt 
time, as the goods bdught were much in i^quiefit,^ though contrabKiid^ 
and w^re paid for in spede^ . This trader so advabta^oos^ t6 ^c;ii€fai 
party, is now entirely ruined through the eagMness/ of' <mr' speeds 
lators. in overstocking the markets, and selling for' two What would 
have been eagerly bought for dix. < '* 'i/')* : 

The neighbourhood of the capital • is an unpleasant place, bcSng 
surrounded with: sand and sand-^hiUs of no iucoDBiderablesize,' formed 
by the wind blowing the sand in heaps in various • directions, which 
become hatf indurated, «id< appear stfatified: '^fhe excessiVd^ h!^ 
winds which • fraq[U€intly prevail Ucrw the ^ sand so as ^tobe v^ry di»i 
agieeable,'as it enters every partof the house: * - \- ,;..</! .* 

a * 

The cattle bred in this capitania are very nutnerous, and' largd 

are brought hither from the Spanish frontiers^ > - '• "- <i •' 
The: large river Uruguay rises m this' capitanilt, > and empties' 
into the river Plata, a 'little above Bitienos/Ayies: there «tf6 
numerous others c^ less consequence, the banks t>f^ which atewdl^ 
stored with wood. Some attempts^weie lately made,* by mttiAis jteM' 
Villa Rica^ to work ^Id-wa^ngs; In the neighbourhood 6f 
capital tb^y have coal, u specimen of which I have seen. Froitt 
the same district,* * a gentleinan shewed me a substance whtch> he 
could not define ; on seeing it, I asked hitn if he was certain that it 
came from thence; he assured me that he was : I thfen told him it 
was wolfiram ; and stated that this metal Wrongly indicated tiii^ of 
which it is frequently an attendant in Europe^ though probably it 
may not be so in America or Asia, ' It was amorphous, not rounded 
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by frictioiit aiid.weigbcid at .kest a pooiid*. > Of the geology of tiur 
capitania very little is known. 

• In various parts jaguars, and other beasts of prey» ard very eCMn^ 
mon. Among the granivorous animals are capivarat of great siie^ 
deer in great numbers, and armadillos, which afiford excellent eattoip 
when roasted. Of birds, there are ostriches of the dark-coloared 
species, which go about in flocks in great humbers. There are 
eskgles^ bitwks^ and other birds of preyt particularly a speciei of 
ctt>w of the vulture kind* Cranies, storks, wild turkeys, ducks; par* 
tlidges, homed plovers, goatsuckers, homed owls, small parrata, car« 
dinals^ humming birds, &c. iare found in great nunibers. 

The inhabitants are^ generally speakings athletic and robust, mAd 
so extremely fond of riding, as not to go the smallest distance oa 
foot/ They are. esteemed excdleht horsemen, and: greatly. surpass 
their neighbours in dexterity and iagility^ particularly in oatdiiog 
Cattle with the balls and the lasK>, Biit it ought to be understood 
that the Spaniards have Peons on their farais, who are more nearly 
idlied to the Indians than to th6m, whereas the Portuguese have 
Creolians, bred up to the business, or expert negroes, who are inferior 
tp none in this labour. 

It is singular to Europeanis, that in this fine climate, where ih6 
thermometer is frequenUy below 40^ Fahrenheit, and where are Ih^ 
as fine cows as any in the world, and every convenience is at hand 
for dairies^ itdther butter nor cheese is made, except on particular 
occasions ; nor. is milk even for cofiee to be procured at all times. 
It may. probably be Urged that the production of these articles would 
pot answer the purpose of the farmers ; but certainly it noiight be 
made to do so ; and I hesitate not to say, that a hundred cows, kept 
for dairy purposes, would yield to any man capable of rearing, train-» 
ing, and managing them, a greater profit than any other part of hus^ 
bandry. This cddny might easily be made to supply the neighi^ 
bouring districts, and even the whole of Braail, with these iartides« 

9 
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A number of years ago some hemp ,wa^ ffown faere by order of 
Goventmeot: ,it pfQi^ei^^ leai^ep^t, |l^^t was^.^abaoflPi^^fl because it 
fns: troubleiioi8(&, f to ^^c^^ti w4; ; pitob^t>\y , ^\^ , !nQ|J , yi(^I4, , nufBpient 

i In aoiiieplftQeggwpf»i*nB;vc?ry goodt^ wjpe.wi^l soon 

be madeifrom tbem, as thereslraiait l^d Ipy the mott^ert^j^^trj japon 
licrcoloni«S(isiiQ^r^»o?|e^;..j .^ ^ ,,! - , „, >;{v .< .y. 

For the last tivo or;tiir/ee.y;^rs, ^troops hayp t^Q^.i^AUnnallj^^^ 
taEio GiB0d<$, iifheBe^they p^n^be^^ preic^f 

for any expedition%f{9bQidd .faoiitiljltifs. qoD^ ne^^ 

boim*: Eeihaps m ino< pl^c9 ^ could aiji firp^ be ma^i^tf^fic^ at'^less 
CKpence i ^ theiri cayfrfiy rtandis /in^ the hij^Mesjt sepatatioii^ and^enr 
flying^aitiUery ,i8>Mid to fas equ^l; tq any 19 Jkiippe ; - pop if /this^id^ 
prdbaUe^ wtheni «r jooDtider < 4lie eKoelleboe -olf i tbdr Jwrsps^ * and tl^^ 
discipline itfastDM|ift bavttiUBdeig<^M.eT«f ainoe-ldbey 1^ 3t; PapilV ^ 

« 
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Qeneral Observations an the Trade from England to Brazil. 




, in a preceding part of this woffc, stated the impbrtahee 
of Aio^de Janeiro as a port whicht ^fttmi its* Ibcblity,^ appear^ 
dealtined by nature to become the! metropo^s of a va|9d: empire^ aiMl 
t&e'Centreof aft ex tensive commerce, it may not be imfmperin this 
^aceto treat more <al2 'large on this ^interesting sublet. ' .' "^ 

'y The ships best calciidated: iar trade froni ]&i^aad are those which 
carry laboiit four bttadred4xms«) and sail well : it ispartiettlariyineoes* 
sary that they should have the latter quality ; for, if they have not, 
the voyage from thence to England is frequently rendered very 
tedious by their being driven so far to the westward by the north-east 
trade*wind. Owing to this circumstance, it is not uncommon for a 
packet, or fast-sailing ship, to make a passage from the coast of 
Brazil to England in five or six weeks, when a heavy-sailing vessel 
is double that time in arriving at her destination. The best season 
for sailing from England, and that which afToros the greatest proba- 
bility of making a short passage, is the month of February or March, 
because then the north-east winds prevail. I should advise crossing 
the line in not less than 22% nor more than 25* west longitude, if 
the destination be the Plata or Rio de Janeiro, as I have twice ex- 
perienced very heavy calms in crossing the line Between 19* and 20% 
Ships bound to fiahia, Pernambuco, and ports more northerly, will 
of course cross the line more to the westward, as they will have 
nothing to fear: but the south-west trade-iyind would generally 
cause ships going farther south to fall in with the land too soon. 
Should that be the case, I would advise them, if they make the land 

9v 
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to tile north of the Alboroxos'*, to Iceep in-^shore, as. the land-breew 
frequently blows along-shore until mid-day. The. ports; on jthiscQasj; 
MTt m general good and seotiire, nevertheless^ it is highly desirable to 
be provided with good anchors add caiblesv pafticulaHy in* the Rio de 
la Plata. In tl» Portugiieze t^ritories the port^^chargea are not ao 
expensive as formerly; a <^lar per day is exacted, for anchorage^ 
which fohbs the principal charge. I particularly recommend that 
all home Wanl-bbuiid ships should lay in a sufficiency of; necessary 
stores, especiaUy of wa^r, so a? to make the j^ssage wittou^ beirtg 
obliged to go into the Western Isles, as there the pdrtncb^rgBa land 
ettebdant expcnoea^' are viery exorbitant, tho»igh the xmiy.artie]^ 
wanted axe a few casks of water, and ^a. hundred weight ocrtwO of 

i ' ' ' ' 

. Tot loading ves8^,.peicuUar boats^ so frequently used m fcbe West 
Indies, ai-e by: lid means wanted: in these ports^ thov^h good^bbalis 
are always, absolutely necessary^ Ships ' are .loadadu in: Bioide JiL^ 
neiro; and other pouts -of Braailr asowell asiin the Plata,, by Jigfaters; 
which are very expensive, and difficult to be procured :when mkvy 
'ships bre loading. '- • .. . •; /.-,•:*-, ,>. '.!'->;! 

f Wh^n a vessel enten^any of the.ports^ithe health-boat aindj<»istoBhi 
boat make ' a vif it .before .she anc^UH»» fa^d Ijfate^ report jsr ioptedlatelil 
mader'aftdr whidh, proper.offioers,.called'guards9 are sentfon boards 
These mhn^ in getieml a«Q not very Jiheqally provided (for;.: t;heytaj)$ 
extremely civil and accommodating, and' XNigbt to he treated with 
'respeict4 Sinde theestablishirient of tbe;tfieaty,of cMoanieree betweeb 
this government :and . that of Brazil^ ' the contraband trade, has been 
al moat done avsay . ; for the duties are now much red need, and the 
acqonmiodsUion which, the judge and subordinate oflKcers. of the ic^us* 






> : * It .'has huh foimdi liaw«f w't ftom mod^ra smrejp^tliatidiea&rod^ art hj no jnouMjo 
4angeroiw as they baK been re|iicscntp(L 
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toni^libute 'are dispoced' to aHow is lu^h^ as to render tlutt atfiuiiNis 
pfactkie unneeessaiy. ' . \x . . . 

'It may not be* improper ia diis ^oe. to describe the ^cooM^ucMOi 
jpToduced ' in' Rio de Janeim by ^the excessive commercial tspeeub** 
tioAs inttf whicb our merchants entered, immtediatefy ^^r .tiie emn 
gration of the Court of Portugal, and which cpald only beequaHed 
by those irhich followed our expeditions to the Bio de ia Plata; . ^ 
Owing to the incredible competition or strag^e among ^rar meiw 
chanist who should send most ships and cargoes to acomtryv whose 
icivilissed population, exclusive of slaves, does not exceed eight bun* 
dred thotisand sou&, )(oiie-third, at least, of whom may be ;«ud.tD 
inake use bbly of what their land produces,) it is natund to suppose 
that the tnarket would be almost instantly overstocked. So. great 
tad so unexpected inras; the Hnflux of English mamafactures into>Rio 
de Jirieiro^ within a few days after' die arrival of the Prince^ that 
the rent of houses to put them ^ into became enonnoittly dear^ :;The 
bay iras covered with ships, i and the eastom^hoime soon dvecdowed 
wi& goods : even salt^ -calskB; of ironmongery, and nails, saH^bh, 
hogsheads of cheese, hats, together with an imroensfe >quantity of 
crates^ and hdgshei^s of earthto^^nil glass ware,» cordage, bottled and 
barlelled porter^ painty gains^Testn, tar, ftc. wereieaposed, not only 
to the sun 'Mid rain, but togeheral depredatioiL, ./QThe inhabitants. of 
Rio de Janeiro, and more ^particularly some ofr the Credians and 
sttiangers frbm the interior, thought that tbese 'goods/ wereiplaood 
tiiere ^fbr their benefit, aind extolled the goodness «ind generosity -of 
the English, who strewed the bea^h to^ a great* >extent with articles 
£bi^ which' their own countrymen bad heretofore :char9ed them socb 
high prices.- ^It is true that the gentlemen entrusted with these ya« 
luable consignments did apply for centinels to be placed to guard 
the articles thus exposed, and their request was immediately com-* 
plred with. The result ivas such as might easily have be^n linticio* 
pated from such wiatchmen, many of whom did not fail to profit 
largely by the appointment. In the course of several weeks the 
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beach iKgan itoitosame a lessaroivded. appeajrance); :soiiie few of tb« 
goods ireipe taken- to. the leaideace of; their -ownen^ otherB w«!« re>« 
aaovied ; 'but to MhAtplace^^M tbjTr wbotti^ there. was Ao w^ay of a$cer^ 
tauliiDg.; aikdateiy. great:p]t>^ yold t^t the custom-housd 

f^r the henefit pf the undcmr^ers.t This stratagem^ ^ so frequently 
prAotiaed) (and certainly deattvibg of the jaeTCgrest repneheosioDy) af- 
terwalrda operated as a recj seriousinjurj to the regular salev of; art^ 
dea; for, as tfaa'maKioBtwiasisQiOveiatodiQdy scafC^ any one wotudd 
•ffbr nloneyt for goods^ lexcepfk^ at the buatom^bous'e sales. As the de» 
preciation')OMitinued,; numberless padcages were there exposed for 
sale, in part duniaged, otr apparently so. :. .Indeed^ little o^te than 
llie mark of a.cord oaiifaeoiitsideof ai^single-iarticte^^; a corner 
discoknired, m u 'package hoiveTer large^i was a, suffici^jt pretest for 
{Mresilniing and proiiiMiiicnig: tl^: vdiole to be damaged. : By means 
of this sentence^ so easilysobtained^. -- great quantities , of gpods were 
brought to the han]taierin(the<eusfoBi^hoi»e warehouses^ under every 
disadvantaj^ j thitaoihaAwnars.fQCQYered the amount insured for, 
.and the hisurcrs' lost* the difference between thbt sum and the pricia 
they were sold at^ also the attoidaait eKpenoes. ' Many (^ the undet^ 
wMteff will^ »n doubts eefeain a lasting, remembrance of the s^es 
which took plaee at: Rio. ^eJaneiro^ and other parts of South. Ame* 
fipa^/or their benefit. 

: ^ To^ the senoua : losses ^ thus occasioned by an overstocked * m^rket^ 
and' by -tlul fiiscnfice of i goods at whatever price €Ould he obtained^ 
niiay be added i another^ whieh originated in the ignomoee 'of many 
persons who sent out artides to a considerable amount not at aU 
tnited to the country ; one speculator, of wonderful foresight, sent 
large invmces of stays for ladies, who never heard of such armour ; 
jmothm sent skates^ for the use of a people wbo.are totally unin- 
formed that water can become ice ; a third sent out a considerable 
assortment of the most elegant coffin-fumiture, not knowing that 
coffins are never used by the Brazilians, or in the Plata. To these 
absurd speculations may be added numerous others, pacticulariy in 
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articles oiP taste : .elegant 8^i;vides'of ctQt gksB ivrere littife iftppr^iiated 
hy ttieci' d^cuivomed tof dtttik obt o£ a hem or at cdcoa^hiit^sheH ; ' ws^ 
bFtlli^nt 'cbatideHetB '' were • stit4^ - less yhkied iH' ; a . cbiiiitry wheiie ^only 
Ia«HpS' * tbut aflbpd^d ^a gloomy Hght jwece used. 'Superfine ;wadfal 
sMtiis'ii^re equally Uln^uited to the market ;^ no'^one l^ou^tfiieih 
sufficiently strong. An immense quantity of high-*priced saddJes^ 
askd' thousands of whips*, i^ere sent out to a people :as iqcapable^of 
a<l<ypting th^itt a$^ they were of^knowingtheir conVenieiice* TJbey .werp 
ftstomshed to see EnglislimeQ rideon sujcb saddiee;; iibr could they 
iiiiagine .any thing piore iosecorq. Of the brjdies scMcely aay uai^ 
could foe • made^ as the bit was oot:ci|lculated toiJceep the horse- or 
Itiule ifl siabordin^tiob ^ ^thefie artkiles were df. course sacrificedi^ 
Great qil£|iQititt^s of the naik and ironnKMgeiy we^ useless, as they 
were not 'calculated for the geneial pUrpoJBBs «if thq pei^Ie. Larg^ 
cargoes of Manchester goods ^ere^epti and, in a few months^onora 
ajpn ved 4h&ti had b^en consumed in > the' course of twenty jrears pre^ 
ceding. No discrimination was used in the adsoitnient of these arii* 
«$:les,. with respect either to quality orfiheiiessi so that commoa 'prints, 
were disppsed pf at less than a shilling a yard, and ibequently.in bar- 
ter. Fish from Newfoundlandimet with a 'Similar fiite ; aiso porter^ 
large quantities of which, in banids^ ardved . among a {^eopfe, of 
whom a few only had tasted that article as a luxury. Ho^, the ship^ 
p^rs in Lon^i^, and other Sriti^ ports, could iitaagine that polrter 
would at? ODce become |i general beverage, it is difficult to coiv6d.ve^ 
^speciaHy' when sent in barrels* These cargoes, being unsaleable^ 
•wjertfofootese warehoused »: and of course spoiled. Newfoundland 
fish, that was ^nerally sOld at from twelve to twenty doUars per 
-qnirttal, was ti6w unsaleable lat four^ and in many inatancies did not 
j^yiny^vehouse^oom. Earthenware was periiaps rather more hb^ 
Vourahly received than niany. of the former articles, for plates, 8m: 









^i ItL Brapul t)ie>ri4^ 19 voa^P of sufficient Jeligth t6 sfcm.tbe purpose pf a whip. 



soon came mto general use; Having enttmerated various comnkodi* 
ties which suffered a general depreciation, it may be sufficient to add 
thaft many invoices of fancy goods, and such as do not constitute a 
staple trade, were sold -at from sixty to seventy per cent, under costs 
and charges, and others* w«e totality ^st.^ To enter OKHie into detail 
would foe unnecessary : it is: hoped that the trade will id time find lis 
PQgular course, and that' the adventurers will derive from it some 
compensation for their fbrraeJr losses, thou^ no possible change ban 
repair lihe total rain which^ numbers^ have inciarreda Experience 'will 
HoW have fully shewn the fallapyidf: those golden hopes which some 
pdrsdnft eone^ved from ' the jrepntitd:<wealth of South America^ ^and 
we shaH no longer hear of those -abaiirdities which characterisbd the 
first commercial speculations to the river Plata^^ What mukhave 
been the dehisions of those tradeta who sent out tools, forobed S^idi 
a hatchet oo ode side and a hammer'oa* tke other^ for the convfehiisn^ 
cy of bneakingithe nicks^ and cutting the preeiouis metals from them, 
as if they imagined that a inan had only to go into the mountains,- 
and cut as much gold as would pay for the articles he' wanted ! ■ 
- Other evils resulted from these ill-jiidged and excessive spectila(# 
tions to South America, Which might naturally have been antici<«' 
pated. ThCi first was, that the produce was bought up with*:sucb 
avidity that many articles were soon double their wdinary value, and 
tontinued to rise as our manufactures lowered.: fiut/thislwa^ not 
all : the purchasers suffered equally fi^m their ignorance of the qua^ 
lity of the articles, as fix>m their eagerness in purchasing them. For 
instance ; any kind of sebaceous matter was greedily bought fon tal- 
low ; arid numberless hides, spbiled in the drying and eaten by the 
grub, met with ready sale. Little . attention was paid to the state' 
tbey were in!; and thus it fi^quently happened that lots and carg6es 
of those articles, instead of reimbursing the adventurer to whom they 
^ere consigned, scarcely paid freight and cbargea. This was also the 
case with coffee and other staple articles. Many gentlemen, more 
l^nowirig than others, sent home loUi of curious wood, and- even en«i 



( 328 ) 

tened into die illicit trade tof skipping the dye-vrood^ which genenlLj 
proved very disadvantagecMiSf \zs the wood of that apeciea grown in 
the. vicinity of Rio de Janeiro ia very iijiferior in quality to. that of 
Pemambuco^ from whence ihat trade is allowed by contract The 
folly of speculalion did notstof) here : precious stones appeared tot 
oikr the most abondant source of ridies ; the general calculation was 
made upon the price at which they sold in London : but every 
trader bought thern^ more or less, at the pnce at which they were 
6fiered ; .invoices of goods were bartered for some,. which in London 
would sell for, comparatively^ &> trifle, ;as' they jwere taken without di»i 
tEiminatioa Its to quality or perfection ; tourmalines were told §oq 
emeralds, crystab for topazes^ and both common stones and vitreous 
paste ; have, been bought as diamonds to a considierable amounts 
Both gold ^d -diamonds wereiwdl kfiown to be produced in Bra^; 
and theirr;beiagi by law contraband^ iwas a suffieient; temptation to 
eager; speculators who had niver before seen eiidier in their native 
^tate« 'False diamonds wbre weighed >^ith scrupulousness, ietnd 

* - _ 

bought with avidity, to selLby the 'jules stated by JefiEeries. G<!^ 
duisty as-it is commonly called, appeared in no inconsiderable quan* 
tity^. andv after being weighed with equal exactness, : was- bought of 
bartered for, But previous to this many samples underwait thefc4- 
Ibwing. easy and ingenious process :-^The brass pans purchased o£ 
ih^ English J were filed, and mixed with tfa& gold an. the ptoportioa. of 
ftaa/L five to ten per cent., according to the opinion which tbe sdler 
formed, of the sagacity of the person with whom he had to deal : and 
thus, by a simple contrivance, some of our countrymen repurchased 
at three or four guineas per ounce the very arttde which they: had 
before sold at 2s^ 6d. per pound. . ^ 

r In enumerating the losses occasioned by the depreciation of goods, 
I have omitted to notice the heavy expeoces upon them after the 
purchase, as packing,' shipping,, convoy-duty, ftei^t, insuranoe; 
commission, and other incidental charges^ Then suppose any stafrfe 
article to be bought ; there are the expences of commission for 
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buying, of warehouse-tooro, shipping and the attendant fees, freightt 
and insurance ; and^ on the amval of the merchandize in England,* 
there are duties, dockage, warehouse-room, and many other items 
which leave no sniall interest in the hands of those who do the 
business. 

' It* is scarcely possible to imagine, much less to describe, the dis« 
appointment which prevailed among mercantile gentlemen ' a few 
months after their arrival in South America, particularly among 
those who had orders not to sell the goods entrusted to them lower 
than the prices specified. 

Their sanguine ^expectations of incalculable heaps or bars of gold 
speedily vanished ; many piersons came to lock at their stores, 
but few offered to buy ; and, incredible as it may appear, yet it is 
true, that when goods were offered to them at half the original 
cost, they invariably exclaimed, " Very dear/' Scenes of this 
kind I have repeatedly witnessed, and could scarcely suppress my 
indignation at seeing goods thus depreciated, which a few months 
before were so eagerly sought after. Gentlemen consignees so 
situated were at a loss how to act: the duties, rents, charges, and 
other expences were high, and must peremptorily be paid ; their 
only resource was to open a shop or room for the purpose of selling 
their goods by retail. . , 

These gentlemen had calculated upon doing business only in the 
large way, similar to our first mercantile houses : they bad set apsurt 
their hours, for horse-exercise, and for going to their country-seats^; 
The idea of vending by retail was a bitter which destroyed all their 
pleasing anticipations of doing business in style ; they came out as 
merchants, and could not stoop to be shopkeepers ; and many of 
them, rather than yield to that degradation, sent goods to auctions, 



^ Delicate connections were soon fiormed, and females of the obscurest class sppeaitd 
dressed in the most costly eitreme of English fashion. 
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Others with more prudence accommodated themselves to circum« 
stances, and were not offended at being asked for a pair of boots or 
a hat. These persons reaped all the advantage of the trade, as they 
got their price by selling to those whose necessities prompted them 
to purchase, and were ever ready to sell by the package when op^ 
portunity offered. Many of these gentlemen, it is true, have been 
much blamed by the consignors, who have expressed great dissatis^ 
faction at their proceedings, both in the disposal of the properly 
sent to them, and in purchase of merchandise, to return ; these com* 
plaints were, perhaps, in some degree founded in reason, though 
much may be said in extenuattoh of the former, not only on the 
ground of their want of experience, but the unexampled situation of 
affairs ; for a respectable and confidential clerk, however capalde of 
copying an invoice, going to Lloyd^s, or casting up a page in a Jedr^ 
ger, must make a very poor figure as a tradesman, being very inca^^ 
pable of ascertaining or stating the merits of manufactured gobds^ 
and still less qualified to purchase the staple articles and general 
produce of the country. These severe and grievous disadvantages 
frequently gave the Brazilians the double advantage of buying below 
the market-price, and of selling above it. 

From these and many other unfortunate and disastrous circutn-* 
stances, the trade could not fail to become gradually worse and 
worse; hence it is very natural to imagine that necessitous cdn«* 
signors, eager to see the gold which they had so long and so vainly 
anticipated, became pressing £ot remittances. One disappoiatment 
succeeded another ; remonstrances were made ; and powers of at^ 
tomey were at length sent out almost by cargoes ; property was re* 
moved from one consignee to another, at great ex pence, but to no 
purpose. At home the greatest confusion prevailed for want of 
money, until that lamentable and unfortunate epoch, when the 
columns of the Gazette were filled with ihe names of those very 
respectable merchants, who, before those ruinous speculations, were 

_ _ • 

in a state of affluence. 
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Mfeoiidierstaiidiogs irequently arose between the English and the 
Portugueze, either in making contracts, or in not complying with 
diem ; and they were continually prosecuting each other for injuries 
which both parties professed to have sustained. These litigations 
might have terminated very expensively, if not otherwise seriously, 
had not the wise measures of the Judge Conservador, approved by 
His Excellency Lord Strangford, prevented the perplexities of legal 
proceedings. The appieals of the English were always heard ; they 
were strangers whom His Royal Highness protected, and they ever 
found in the Cond^ de Linhares a firm and powerful friend, and in 
the British Ambassador a wise and prudent supporter of their claims* 
They were, alio wed peculiar privileges, similar to those enjoyed by 
the nobles in Portugal : they could also claim the possession of houses 
iahalAted by useless families ; their rents could not be raised ; andp 
in case of embarrassment in their afiairs, an appeal to the Prince 
procured them a term of ten years, during which their creditors could 
not .molest them. These and many other acts of favour toward the 
Ei^^h certainly excited the jeakiusy of the resident Portugueze^ 
who ifrequently exclaimed, thi^t, to live in Brazil it was necessary to 
beconie an Englishman. 

Had it been possible to bring the whole trade to Brazil under one 
interest, many of these :fatal consequences might have been pre^ 
vented. It should have been under the control and direction of ex^ 
perienced merchants, who would have sent out such articles as were 
known to be wanted, and whose agents would have been actively 
employed in obtaining intelligence respecting the population of the 
country, its produce, and its consumption, particularly in goods of 
English manufacture. Interest would naturally prompt them to 
order and buy all that the country required, and return to this coun* 
try those articles which were most likely to answer the general demand* 
If the trade had been properly conducted, we should have received 
for a fiflh of the produce which has been sold the same amount 
wliich has been paid for the whole, and it is certain that tbe pur* 
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chasers' would have been betlier satisfied^ fbr» to vend goo^s at a*i%a^ 
sonable price is the certain way to keep the demand steady, bat to 
force them upon the consumer, whether he wants them or not, is to 
render what was once a luxury so common as to become contemptible: 
. In the Plata, the monied men bought very lately of the eargoieff 
whidh first arrived, and were afterwards considerable losers by the 
overflow which took place, when men of less capital bought for ten 
thousand dollars, what a few weeks before sold for fifteen or twenty; 
In Rio de Janeiro the case was somewhat different ; for the monied 
men thought the English manufactures ihexhausiiUe,''and therefore 
kept back their gold, leaving the 'trade principally to ihen of a se* 
cohdary class, who bought with great caution, and sold very promptly^ 
for fear of a further depreciation. ' I r. : ! i . * 

/ Having stated the riiinous conseqiiences of sending. out igocfds nod 
saleable, it may be proper to point out the articles im general con* 
siimption; though even these may be sold at great loss if the 'markets 
be overstotked^'for trade miist^depend on: the wants and necessitiea 
of thq consumer! If a peiisbn poifeesses seven or eight! hatsy as oiaiiy 
coats, &c. it is unreasonable to! suppose that he can want/ moires 
though he may be tempted to purchase, if . offered at .very ; reduced 
prices: but even that must haveah end, and a trade. most 'soon ex« 
pire where one party is constantly the ilos^n- This has been too ge« 
nerally the result of our late speculations' in South America, inter 
which people hurried without calculation or foresight. 

Iron and steel are articles for which there is a general and constant 
demand. The smiths prefer Swedish iron, as they have been always 
accustomed to it, and do not know how to heat and work! the £iig<« 
lish. The next article to be mentioned is salt, in which the Braeilians 
are by no means nice. It is made and loaded at one or !t wo places 
on. the coaat, but that which is most esteemed comes from the Cape 
de Verde islands ; ' that brought from Liverpool is gei^rally: used 
in the sea-ports. Common woollens, baizes, and some stout fine 
cloths^ particularly blue! and i black,' are generally worn; also kersey* 
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meres. CJotton goods of almost every description, especially if )dw 
priced, meet witfa ready sale. Hats of all sorts, (particularly dress^ 
hats,) and . boots and . shoes of English manufacture, have of late 
been sold .in great quantities; the leather is much preferable to that 
made in Brazil. Common and finer earthenware, and glass; some 
sorts of fine and coarse hard-ware; some plated goods, as ^ candles 
now begin to be used instead of lamps. Bottled porter, Cheshire 
cheese, butter, cheap furniture, tin-plate, brass, lead in various 
shapes, ^hot of all sizes, gunpowder, drags, some philosophical in« 
Mraments, books, lowrpriced paper, watches^ telescopes, sidt provi- 
sions, as hams, tongues, and barrelled pork, low-priced sadlery, and, 
paost of all, India and other goods fit for the African coast. Marble 
mortars, niirrocs, and many fancy articles of Jess note. Silk and cot* 
tpn hosiery, fashionable dresses for ladies, particularly fine stockings 
and shoes. - 

It is to be observed that the mother^oun try still continues to send 
oil, .wine, brandy, linens^ cottons, sonie silks, and a variety of articles 
of inferior consequence. India goods, consilsting chiefly of cottons, 
areisent from the Malabar coast, and China goods ard in great-plenty. 
From North America are- imported flour, salt! provisions, turpentine, 
tar, staves, household furniture, &c. 

. Naval stoves,, clothing for sailors, arms, &c. may be said to be 
generally in demand. ..?-...*. ' ^ 

The staple arddesof trade from Brazil and the river Platewhich are 
most in demand in this country, when its markets are notoverstocked; 
are cotton, cofiee,' hides, tallow of good quality; horns, hair,; fur- 
skins, and feathers. Sugar cannot be enumerated among them, 
because bur existing colonial regulations prevent it from being gene«- 
rally used in this country : but Brazil is well calculated for growing 
it| having every convenience of situation, and all the materials requi-* 
site for machinery. To the above may be added some wood ; that 
beautiful species, called jacaranda, here denomindited rose-wood, is 
subject to so high a duty in this country, that it cannot be generally 



< 334 ) 
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intitMliiced for cabinet nse^ that from the East Indiet^ excepted* I 
do not say any thing cf indigD» as it ia in general inferior. . Rice of 
excellent quality is cultivated to great extent. Tobacco, it is i& be 
hoped, will be better cured,. to suit the English market ; for nowhere 
can a soil and clunate be found more favourable to the pcodvudtixm 
of that plant than in Brazil. : ' 

. Since the emigration of the court from Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro may 
be truly cialled the mart of South America, and is likely to become a 
general depdt of goods from the four quarters of the globd : yet its 
commeite to Africa, to India, and the islands in the Indian sea be^ 
Idn^ng to the crown of Portugal, as well as its intercourse with 
China, has sparcely been enteied* into. . . So many disappointments^ 
caus^ by the political events in the mother^<K>ttntry, anid so unex* 
pected an influx of goods from England, occasioned such a stagna* 
tion in commercial dealings, that the opulent merchants were deter* 
dnined not to speculate^ and other great capitalists, from the heavy 
losses they have sustained^ were unable. Thus the monopoly that 
was hitherto exercised by the former dass of merchants ceased ; the 
English took their place, and sold , goods to the public in the best 
manner they could. Numbers of public auctions were estabUshed^ 
and goods of all descriptions were sent thither to be disposed of in 
thie best way possible, wholesale or retail, in barter, or for money. 
Tlius little was done by private merchants in comparison with what 
was sold at auctions, which indeed appeared the only possible mode 
of vending a great variety of goods. Residents in Rio de Janeiro, 

» 

and persons from the country in great numbers, attended the sales ; 
the general desire was to buy cheap, without any regard to quality. 
From this source branched numerous smaller Streams ; for many 
persons who bought at these sales immediately parcelled out the 
gpods in smaller assortments, and gave employment to walking shop* 
keepers, who were daily occupied in going from door to door, foU 
\6wtd by negroes, bearing on their heads tables^fiill of various arti^ 
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cles. Thus muslins^ handkerchiefs, prints, kerseymeres, hardware, 
&c. might be purchased cheaper than they were obtained in England. 
When trade shall have resumed its regular channel, Rio de Ja« 
neiro will, no doubt, be a grand and general market for the produce 
of all the ancient Portuguese possessions : it will be a kind of half- 
way house between Europe and India, and every description oi 
Asiatic produce will be found in its warehouses. Brazil, freed from 
colonial restrictions, will soon become doubly populous ; its gold, 
instead of being transported to foreign countries as heretofore, will 
circulate among the inhabitants ; and, under a wise legislature, 
it is reasonable to hope that in twenty years this great country will 
rise in prosperity more than any other in the same space of time. 
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(A.) Page 44. 

nPHE raroludon of dieprariiices of Rio de b Plata ought not to be oonademd 
as a momenlary oooiinotioii laused hj z partjr, or as a public ferment of but 



, transient duration. It is ah unanimous proceeding of aH the peo^e, which had 
been long in prapai^on, and the eaiecutioh of which was called for by circum* 
stances -r* by ll»e dismemberment of the Spanish monarchy, and by the consequent 
aeoeasity, that America should provide for her'own eadftence, by constituting her- 
self at least in such a form as should shditer her^m the niih that thrtotened the 
great whole. To view tt in t^ light, we' need only consider the simultaneous 
commotions whidi took i^ace in other distinct parts of Spanish America, which, 
.without any previous combination of plans, produced the same general results as 
in ihis division of the colonies, and which, notvrithstanding the difficulties opposed 
%Qf them, : have lasted two years, not only without abatement, but with an accession 
of atrei^th, froni the very obstacles emjrfoyed to quell them. 

O^isidered as a political event which threatens to change the aspect of an ezf> 
tensive continent, the revolution of Buenos Ayres well merits the trouble and 
attention of tracing its causes, \X& progress, and its effects ; nor ought we to act 
^ lightly towards a^people, as to ^ensure thtir conduct, without ascertaining the 
motives and objects by which it waa actuated* As the spirit (^ party is one of the 
eSects of every revolution, and, as the innovations in America must have had as 
many enemies as there were individuals tmited by interest to the ancient form of 
government, or subsisting on the infamous monopoly by which she has been op» 
pnessed for three centuries, it will not appear stnu%e, that the. selfish and the naiv 
^ow-minded should have misrepresented the proceedings of the inhabitants m the out« 
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set of their new career^ and should have attacked with calttmnies those men whom 
they could not reduce to submission by force. Whether or not the revolutioa of 
the provinces of the river Plate be just, whether or not it be well meditated, and 
will in the end be successful, are problems which I am neither aUe nor willing to 
solve. Regarding it merely in a historical point of view, I shall proceed to speak 
of the more recent events, and<ittemjpt to give the reader an idea of the state in 
which those countries are at present, and of the manner in which they have 
brought about the changes that are now observable among them. 

For this purpose, it is neoessary to .direct oBr-flenaideration to the period anterior 
to the establishment of the present Junta of government, and recur to the events 
which took place among the people, subsequent to the invasion of the English. 
The military exertions occasioned by that enterprise, awoke the s{Hrit of the in- 
habitants of the vice-royalty, and excited in theqi a degree of vigour and energy 
of which they had never before been conscious. The royal authority exercised by 
the viceroy, under whose goverhnieM the country had bem loft at the period of 
Bfajor^Geneial Beoesford^ ^xpedidcpiQ could not but sink into sodntanpt before the 
^eyes of a ^eaplh who had of themsdves le^onquered the country, and. had aftet* 
wards succeesfully proved their valour, ^aqpinsti the ^English ^urms.^ Aviciero^ 
incapable, if not pusillanimous, who had- done nodiii^ more than passively wkttete 
4he bss of two important places belongii^ to the Spanish ctmm ia these teri itotfie s, 
'and who; by his feeble measuias, < was bfk^g on other musfortuaes^ at thi^ i&fie 
when SirSamml Achmutyhad Umdy occupiM Moaie^Video, was ignominidiiisly 
deposed by an extraordinary idn^ of tbe^ people, who assembled in tfaeCabttdo fo 
treat' of measures fit to be adopted m.circtimstances so oiticaL' I shall ^abstaiti 
from giving an^opitiion on this signal proceeifing of the people of Buenos Ayi^ 
whidt was doubtless no good augury for -die interests of the metropolis, and I 
know not whether, inrespecr^ the fllegaiity of the measure, the colonists ought 
to have waited; for the resolution of the cabinet c^ Madrid, on a point which, 
although very urgent, was, in truth, ddicate ; but cenam it is^ that had they ndt^ 
6n this occasion^ taken to themselves the privileges of the Sovereign, there Was 
flmich' ride that his decisions, when they should arrive, mights be dispensed with. 
This' deposal, by ^ natural consequence, gave die chair of the Viceroy Sobremonl^ 
10 the naval captain^ Don Santiago* liniers, a French emigrant, who had headed 
the military expedition which restored the place to the Spanhrds on the isd^ df 
August 1806, and who occupied the same rank when it was invaded by Geieral 
Whitelockein 1807. Icmay wpth truth b^. said, thatacddent alone ejected die 
elevation of this* man } devoKlof' morals, and a victim of dissqiadon and gaming, 
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hr was/snidt iatti a temilmimg bbsdiisiiy, irheQc^ he xosa fipoin< die condidaa of ;a 
subaltern to the hq^h ^tixik of diief of fhese provincesy o£ wfaich.he had juft .,beeit 
the reftorer ail4 defender, sot by the ^Sect ^£ his ni^itary talents, but. through th^ 
&vour of fbftmie aiose* .Vain of success ecpially unexpected and glorious^ he 
deVot^ hbnself eotkeiy to the inost' ambitbus projects, and finished by uniting 
hiniself : with the revelation of Spain, which, leaving the monarchy without, a 
hfsaui^ and dimiemberiz^ all die parts of that great edifice, pres^ited to him the 
most, favmnable field for die execution of die various plans he was continually 
ftrmiiig^ At one dme it appesrad tb be fab intention to keep all these parts of the 
kingdom iaacdye, until the &te 6f the metropolis should be decided, and he might 
join die nfictofeioiis dynasty, Ieis was done by ids predecessors in the war of the &ic* 
Gessicm ; at anodier time^ he 'qseniy favoured the cause of the French, and, as if be- 
distrusted' the lesnh of the cooltest, seemed desiroQs of precipitating these countries 
into the pbwser of die Usurper. He even Tentiired to issue cautionary proclama** 
tSoQs of a(n inridioQ^ wture> in which he invoked the name of His Imperial and 
Royal Mi^esty, a name'hithecto never recognized m these r^bns, and sent o^t 
emissaries with letters for Napoleon, giving an account of the state of the colony^ 
as hehadrdone even in the dme of Chariies iV., when he addressed to Paris thei 
afaraimts of. die )ate defisat of 'die English in the river Plata^ suing, by this p]aofli-> 
ble pretest, the fevour of the Regulator of the Destinies of Europe, for such he 
styled him. Laady, he was disposed «> iqihold the pretensions • of the In£lnta 
C&urfeta to the internal government of dnt territory, by way of a provisional ad' 
m i m tfuaoo n^ ' dqring the uncertain staie ef dfe Spansh monardiy. Of all these 
Ejects; .among which I ^ri»nld be at a bss te distinguish the fiivourite ime^ die 
basis *and indispensable coadldon was, the pesmanency of his own command in 
die provmces, which b indeed the end and motive of all die public Amcdonaries 
of Atnerica. ; and, as k was to be fewed, diat d)e disorder m the metropolis might 
give.rise to commotibns in the.cobnies, which are ever to be dreaded by the coiu 
adtuficd authorities, tfae^Vieeroy UniecB dxmgfat ptopet |o conceal the real state of 
affidfs^ at least for some time, until he might be able, widi greater security, to fix 
his views oa a certain point CoiQ£>rttably to tins safe lino of policy, he contra- 
dicted all the rumours which had bieen spread, reelecting the disastrous fortunes 
df the house of Bouiixm in Europe, and constandy gave the lie to all the varying 
accounts concerning them which were received through private channels, so that 
whoever dared to doubt the sincerity of the Fren^ch towards Spain, was accused 
of treason and bbaphemy. The magistrates (Qidores) wouldhave entered into the 
phn, had it been mecriy for the sake of continuing in their offices; and the Cabildo^ 
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tt.diat.tkne xomposed of Embpwn Spgmiagdis fiifoiind itoe ^utifiMi'ividKNK 
8edog.tbeir drift; £Df,.&(Hn the teniaik^e ignoi»Dfie liUch aoiofioiidf.di^^ 
terized every individual among them^-we have iiot tfae«naUte:aehipb.iiuiiri^aidil^ 
mg their judgment $ but, asayohutarycQiiQeMOBita' their' 8faBaB;af facMor, w 
would rather allow, that the sole intenikui which aotnated tbcm^ was a rage for 
spppresdng bad news. From . these diSetmt dements of autharky, cumuBgly 
combined by Liniers^ was formed an estraordiaary Junta, (cottvoked and pre* 
sided over by himself,) to detarmine on all public concerns which pressmcd tbern* 
^ves ; this establishment, however, waa acddeotal, and prodift^ed no otherefibcC 
than that of giving efficiency to the will of their chief*. * 

. The arrival of a French aloop of war atMaldooado.ia the nooth of Juty, of the 
satne year (1807 j, with an emissary ^aent fay Napoieon,' pooduced a change <£ 
scene, and developed die mystery* Howover, as A^ vessel hid atrived at eiatty* 
leagues distance horn the capital, the afiair was still misre^yresentad to die people,' 
who were told that, in proof of the good fidth widi which dK French had tttered' 
Spain, Napoleon sent this ship, laden wkh mud&ets and other arms, in order thai 
^ey might defend themselves against the £nglidi* The Old Spaniairds resident 
in.BuetfOs Ayioes were the greatest dupes df)this misenA>le' hnposime ; and for 
two Aicceteiye n^hts exhibited the ridiculous spectacle of ptiacfing the streets tridi 
hands of miisic and lighted torches, and rendii^ the air with aoclamarions of Whid 
Napolebn : so earnest were they in this classic dispby of tfaar stupid feoUshness, 
thai, it may. be paesumed, they excited the compasskm even^of tiiose who con* 
trived the ' deception. The enaiasaffy > having anived at the capital, the Jonoi 
above?mentibned was convened, and hisi dispatches were xeed ; they consisted, of 
someorders firom the new ministers O'EuceL and Azaoza, giving an account of 
the occucreoices at Aratques and Bayonkie, and the .consequent abdications of the 
crbvn of Spain in lavoar of Josqsh. In theae. papers, reiecdona were made on^ 
the necissaty oi acceding to sudi:. measures, even if it ^aese for no other reaaob 
di^n diat' of avoiding a disastrous war, which could be pnxlucdve of no advancage,- 
as itstlast result wonld be the ruin of the nation, which, in that case^ would \wm 
to .yield unconditionally to the law of the conqueror, whereas an opportunity ncMf 
offered, of peaceably pbdng at its head a wise hing, supported by the immense 
influence and poiwer of his omnqaotent brother* To this was ibdded, a ieng-andb 
piteous narrative of the evils brought on Spaia by. the finnily of the Bourbcps; 
eq>eciaUy by ps hxen branches, whose: misconduct, although' described in ek« 
aggerated terms, and udtb a malioi^iis. design, wa&not altogether misreppssented ; 
the whole concluded with an adnldnition to the Amerions^ statii^, that, the 
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welUdiBiMfied'fiixsnianls of tfaie metrop^liB expected that they woofd conduct thettiv 
selves in this- critkal ccmjtmcfure, ftt leasts widi the prudence ' wtifich 'their Ibk'e^ < 
fiicfaers had nlanifMed in the war of theSuccesbiofif. Mc^eoVer) there came orders 
firotn the council' of Casiflle, requiring that oaths of allegiance should ber'taken 
fisr the new King Joseph, with others for the Emperor Napoleoii, and an additional 
mass of printed papers were distributed on the occasion. As these papers im- 
posed a responsibili^ on the chiefs of the "SHceroyalty for whatever concravendon 
or resisKaace nugbt take place, and as the affair was of such high' importance, the 
goveroment thought they could free themselves from such responsibility by 
transferring it to the people, who might, of thdr own accord, take a resohidon 
for which they themselves wanted courage, and whkh, bang adopted as it 
^ere by the fwce of the general will, would prevent any blame being attri* 
buted to the persons inpower* The GabHdo were of opinion, that the state o£ 
the monarchy should be made public, and that, by l>uniing the papers brought, ixy^ 
the emissary, (which was done to the printed ones^ but not to the minjstemal ocders^y 
&:€•) an idea of the nature* of his commission might gp* forth, and they might 
tb^ wait to see what part the people would take, still incHnmg them to hop6 
for a fovouiabletufli to die extsdng disasters, which, in their judgment, were but 
tfanatory. Liniers eacecvited all this in the most dexterous mdumer, without 
dosmg the way against the introduction of his own plan, and without losing sight 
for a moment of his attachmcBt to die French. The proclamation he issued,, 
announcing the state of Spain, and the disqipearance of the reigning family^ wift 
he an eternal monument of his sinister intentkms, as well as a source of shame to 
the people, for having suflRerbd him to insult tiiem by uumridng die name c^ 
Napoleon in order to influencp theit conduct. 

• It is naturally to be sttpposed,xfaat' he would still keep on the best terms with' 
tl)e French officer, whom he treated, ^in. private, with every dviKty ; and in ordec 
that he mjght ^helser him from the iasulte. of the mokitade^ who began to be 
disgnatod at transactiow ixMch they could not comprehend, as well as. that die 
real natuoe of his intentions might noc iranqxre, he persuaded this officer to go ta 
Monte- Video^ where he niight expect an ^early opportunity of returning to France; 
the br% l;hat bronght him having been run aground to avoid an Englifli frigate 
which was in chace of her; la the course of a process afterwards inftituted re* 
spiecting the flight attempted by this individual^ an official letter has been puUidied, 
from liniers to the Governor of Monte- Video,* m which he enjdns that the 
greatest respect and attention be paid to the person of the emissary, as charged 
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widi.macters of the groitett uK^maoe tt> ibc mtofem of die ttutiom w4 Otdot 
tbat eveiy ladKcy may be aferded ItbB £w a 

Hie GoVeraor of MontCKVideo, at tUb period^ vas Don Xav^evElioy ibe. mnt 
mad who was there, until lately^ tmder die titlaof yk:efloy,.coiiferi)ed0d]uMb^^ 
Junta of Cadi^i. He had yery powerful motives for. diiappfovijog die pooduct of 
the chief, who n^ now begimiiag to get into notioe. Not a word had Jbesn taid 
on die oath of allegiance to Feriynand VQ., md the atfy» which the (favemmnt 
took were ao indirect, duit yery^ikde penetration was oeeessaxy to diiOOTer zeaaonft 
for doubdng the sincerity of their htteadona. Don Xavier Elio rebdled fipom di^ 
siihmission due to the audiority ol the Viderayyand formingia Junta at Mont^ 
Video, in imitadon of feveral provincial Juntas which were alriMdy knbwn to hare 
been consdtuted in Spain, dedared' that be. would obey no ordinances Amgn^^twy 
from the capital of the prorinoe, wiudi he coasideral to be oppressed under the 
oommand of a traitorous chief* Thus a pocnidotos lesson was in<x)Oflid«caiely giyeB, 
by which die people.did not ^ to profit; aad whateTer attwnpis may be.niade to 
ezciilpate the refractory procecdkigs of a snbalttm gDveraor^ .who would in no 
dq^ree have endangered the* cauto of U^ aition by acting pmdoaily, and.nqgbt 
at all events have adapted meaftores of moderate Iwacaution, it cannot be denied 
that this scandalous eacample of insubordination inu$t havje cost dear ta its instil 
gators* Ah expedition of troops was sent by the Viceioy against Monte-Video^ 
and diusyifor the first time since the days of Finno^ a dvil war broke out in 
ibe Spanish Americas. : ' , . ... 

MeanVhile, Liniers was 'extending die scc^ of his ambitious views, and ip 
proportion jm die a ccusations > a^pinst him muldpUed^ he saw the necessity of 
proceeding more openly in the execution of his {dan* His ficft object was to 
gidn a fcrmidable party in the country who migfat second his mcaanffesy and he 
bqpn, byrjaising to. tfaeTank of officers, the most abandoned members of nodeiyy 
and others whose want of honour asslired him diat they would act whatever 
part id assigned tiiem. The anvarions of the EngKsh had required m augment 
tation of the troops, beyond the means of the colonial treasury to maintain ; 
but far from redueiiig the supi^ementary ibrbe, as might have been expected 
when the uigency of the oocasion which called it forth had subsided, he daily 
augmented it, by creating new regnnents, one of which he distinguished bythe 
name of the Grenadiers 0/ Limersy and reserved it as his body-guard. The 
aicfaninistration of jusdce, which by an ai)6urd provision in the consotudbn of the 
tolonies is vested in the Vkeroys, was subjected entirely to his £ivouiile project; 
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dtspoiSt'^ hkt^ been aU tb6 chk& ^ebt by the eoun ei Spain to these territori^, 
L^iiers ez<ieeded them all by hk kiquitous proceedings in gaining )>artisanti. 
Hhese disoi'dars, and the tnuMplied grierances of the pubKc, at length produced 
a gr^t ntmiber- of maleodtenfiB m Buenos Ayres itsdtf, and the authority of the 
Viceroy was combated not only in Monte- Video, but also at home. 
' la €h& faiterval, arri^jed from -Spain, Don Joseph Manuel de Goyeneche, who 
had been appointed brigadfer by die Pixyvisional Junta of^ Seville, anterior to the 
fbnhaaon of the Central Junta, and was sent as their Comnii»oner to promote 
unity and confi>rmity of sentiment between the colonies and the metropolis. 
This man, whom America will ever Mush to number among . her sons, is* a native 
of ' Arequipa, and a member of a rich family, in whose connnercial concerns 
he had gone, some years before, to the Peninsula, where haviiig dissqxited 
the money intrusted to him by his rather, he assumed the unifoitn of a captain 
of mitida, and became 6ile of the numerous class of loungers ih Madrid. At 
the entrance of the fVench ihto that dty, he obtabed from Murat, a commis- 
^n to go'trf Afaierica to support the French' cause } but on his journey hito 
Andalusia, he changed his mind, and obtained firom the government of diat 
province, the charge of Royal ComihisBioQer for South America. On his arrival, 
he thought of nothing but making his fortune } and, adhering to. the interests of 
those who had raised him to the rwak of br^adier, recommended, that at all 
events the colonies should preserve their union with the provinces of Spain, 
which had now begun to raise their voice against France. In Monte-Video, he 
professed his assent to the views of its Majesty the Provincial Junta just then 
establ&hed; and stated, that his commission directed him to form' others in all the 
dties of that continent On his arrival at Buenos Ayres, and at his first confe- 
rence with Liniers and the magistrates, he entirely changed his language, and de- 
clared, that the Monte^Videans deserved to be called refractory, for having consti- 
tuted themselves in a manner not at all legitimate or proper in America. By th» 
^concession, however, he was enabled to procure a solemn adjuration of the capita! 
to Ferdmand VII., which ceremony had been hitherto postponed, as well as a 
recognition of the Junta of Seville, as the legal representative and depository of 
of the powers of the soverdgn. 

The commisabner assumed as many characters as {be scene required. Sedng 
that the opponents of the Administration were headed by men respectable for their 
wealdi and reputation, he was unwilling to leave means untried to conciliate them ; 
and he therefore insinuated, that the precedent of Monte- Video was proper to be 
iidlowed. The Cabildo, which was the centre of opposition to Liniers, gave the 
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ognal foi: an.iiiiBmrectioa on the i»t 6f January i8<»9., hy fonniiig m pbpwte coMi* 
Bdotion ki favour of the estabUshmmt 6f a Junta ; but ttiis moveMnt h^A only the 
.effect of causing the banishment of its leaders, v^ were oTerpoweced >by the 
troops in the interest of the ^ceroy, and by the preponderance of; the magistratest 
who were stfrajd of losing th^r po6t$. 

^ It is worthy. Qf note, that this conspiracy was entirely the tiFOck of £iutqpiean 
Spaniards, all tjie; Creoles siding with the party in power ; ai|d that the spQit <af 
the latter was even so ynuch averse frQpi aqy proceeding repu^wit to their s^rUpuW^ 
.fidelity to the mother-country^ that they rqected all the suggestions used .by the 
jnetrppoUtans to incite them to this act of rebellion, which faiM becatiSje they^xe^ 
fused. to co-operate. But although these seditious tumults were ioeffectualt * th^ 
brought to light a truth, which has proved very .hitter to the Old Spaniards, aaoiely^ 
that the real strength of the country existed in the natives* At the same time, 
there arose between them z^ spirit pf hatred and enmity so violent, as. to be ine^ 
.concileable. The Viceroy, who. owed his safety to the bpym^Gs of the native 
troops, took care to flatter their patriotism, by congratulating tlyem on their ac« 
Juiowledged superiority ov^r tt^eir^ enemies ; thus following the maxim of dMdwig 
m order t$ rule^ he added fuel to a fire which had been already kindled to an in- 
extinguishable degree. , . 
' While the Europeans of the colony, by their impnidept measures, we^ daily 
giving fresh motives for. d^^st^^ the natives, and temptations to devise means for . 
eternally avoidipg them, thp inet|X>polis was ^lot. more cautious in mana^ging die 
intricate interefts of die colonies, .and m preventing that frequept cdUsion which 
was detrimental to her own. The Central Junta was recognise and sworn to in 
Buenos Ayres with general enthusiasni ; aad the first aot in which that body mar 
nifested its soyere^my, was, tiie missipn of a new Viceroy in lieu of Liipei:^ w|io 
was to be sent under arrest to Spain. The dispute between the Creoles and the 
£uropeans was decided entirely in favour of the latter ; the prisons in which the 
insurgents had been seven months confined, were opened ; and, in order that no 
doubt should remain as to. the spirit of the decisions of the mother-country^ £Uo 
was raised to an employ, which gave him immediate authority over the troc^ 
Nevertheless, the natives manifested a firesh proof pf their ready defecenqe to the 
will of their Trans-Atlantic lords, and admitted, without repugnance, the Viceroy 
Cisneros, who arrived among them in the beginning of the month of August 
1809 ; but they resisted the promodon of £lio to the office of Inqpector-geaeral; 
and the commandants of the different corps employed tfaeif influence to procure a, 
rela^don of the orders respecting the tranq)ortation of liniers^ which was oox^ 
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tDeded^ an# he ^yias 'allowed lo go aiid< reside at Cordova. There thid man of en- 
tttpriu niightlia^e Hfenre to bmeafiib.surprise^ for it is imposdble to aiscribe to 
iodior naabnr Ub teadintm to fpre.^ the coDinlaiid ft) his succe^r. It ^U» in 
tke'SBqtidt appear^ that h^left-this quiet asyltim^ for which be was mdebted to 
die bve of the Cfeoles; fiir the purpose of fightmg agaiost them. 

Tlie posture of afiairs, when Don Baltasar Hcdalgo de Cisnefos took the com* 
maad^ «as by do mtens flaflwiig ; on the' contrary, it presented die greatest dif- 
ikuhies diit' toev oootrsed. since the bbnquest. l%e peopk began to abandon 
UMb Uiitaal adosadon of a govemitent 'whieh was cf^ervarying its form : their 
foniMrsacrificesj' and diei^ bold defim had been passed over without reward; 
thejji were laden widi fresh: grievances in various ways , and they were in a condi*- 
tida to avenge* AemaeHesj < The coming of die d^ef ' calmed, for a short time^ the 
heatt of ibfi parties, which* had been.exoDed by die former government : this, 
however, was but an apparent traaquilHty, by which the in^dtude of Cisneros 
oouldnot profit.; it was like the extraordinaiy calm preceding a tempest, which a 
skUM pilot can reami £roB» bitt from which the %norant caii anticipate nothing* 
Hie* public disoontdtt. waa aligmented by the exhausted state of the treasury, 
whioh called'for some 'teonomicid reforms in theitiiliury establishment ; a measure 
whidi could not fail of producing uneasine^ Eaabarrassed in so many various 
sny^ die ViMroy adud^'the advice of men capable of informing him; one of 
thsm* wko^ by Us talents^ his* activity, and his partem, will occupy a distiUf 
guished place in the luMory of America, made the . ny>st eloquent and energetic 
rtpieicn>aiionc ui^ §K¥om of ar free trade ^h England, as the surest means of re^ 
at^riog happiness to tht country, wi of improving its finances. 
. I The earnest coniptemtB of the European. Spaniards, exaggerated to such a de^ 
gate as to represent die c<>lony on the ^^ of a general revolt, had caused an un^ 
Mssonable abffm to the central govanm^nt, ^d had ercited so much prejudice 
against the native^, that the ihost rigorous and ejctravagant instructions were given 
to the chief who came to rettOte order. It is not possible to conceive more harsh* 
ness, more arbitrary ccmduct, or more injustice, than what was displayed under 
that system of the nation which was denominated popular. The Viceroy, in con- 
fonnity to his instmolions, began to apprehend all die individuals who were ac* 






. * Dr. Mariano Mweno, whose dectaie^ in the prime of life, while oo a Toyage tp Eoghod as 
potoy from the Juau of Buenos Aytts, deprited b» cQuntry pf one of its brightest ornaments. 
His abilitiesy as an orator and a statrsman, jiistly gained him the appellation of the Burke of South 
A<nerica* 
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cotmted M^itiou$, and they were sttt^ whhouc wppf fchn of driaiv eri llwsIi^ieBC 
public altegsttidtis; to the^ peniilsuls^ icrfadni' their cbmnion fiitewaB^ «fiiKc>ln|H» 
toniheAt,brsef?iceJitAeibinksof thiSiSPinie^^ fbrrigBeiswtKperaecutadiiraiicfdil 
degree, aldiMgh mznj o§ diem chimed protecdbn oil tHe gtouad^of thar inrHiir 
public services, ef ok dxtt of hating married and settled in dit' keakarf wdoioA' 
derable time pl*e<<riOttBr "i 

- Thenatural i*etoh'Of all'thi^ was, that the :sx$daMkf isiiiim'^cepirfvnstlawtD' 
thf otMfl at the ikst sbbtk. . tfie i^tb of May, 1 8i4 wasrtlirjday^tviucii'piitto ilie 
proof that old system which had rendered htclf so odious iretf itimitl aoebnatalMki 
been t^eceived of the state of the mocher^sounfry^ ztd pbinc^palfy. bf^ tbe Anitk 
iusias, the provinces that had niade dost sdbr m AHwricai^^Cadb^ WM^sUdhMr Ipse 
Siirrtedered^ and the Ge»^al JuntapdlsperBed^ iiot only wkh.^ottlin^v lifit 4aido 
suspicions c^ treason. In d^ c^n|u<^Mre, iiik VkerdfimeNr nor what ioad lA 
fake; and his perpteadty Was manifested ^tb die people by 9>praclaniaiion,riawUB& 
he estpressed his concern respecting the precaricRis state of die peainiBtd^, sniy^frT 
finom qtiietfaig their apprebendosfts, gafte iht most evIdeM preofii 0f ins owq doiibb 
and dejectidii. The €kdM6 sttwtftb tikkfiiiy ol^immfldiaMif afittint^^ 
liberate m th^ imIbsum ttf be^ikke^ for pfcrrattn^themtdthude ftbm Rmnfng^ « 
pktiy 6f i!h^^vie6 «o sd«e-fhe govefliMieM, Ibr- the'Cotitiiluation ^•tn^cb, as 
the fountitindF authority tiras stopped, the* mm who held it coukt establish {m 
tlahn. Ititf evident that, atcoirdittg'ttt ei^^prfndpk of?dghf, i^^ 
eould no longed ebcimise thtir 4Unetioni, Md diat, tb^^ Cetitisal Jdntai bM^- dk* 
solved, GisnerbS'had "no more t^' to die supreme adndiUstnatiioD o£ diese pro^itetes 
than the meanest ciHzeh of 'Buenos Ayres* So far tvas this ferment ffotii jorigfai- 
ating^ in atiy desire of independence which might be supposed'to 'tiidst among the 
natives, kiat not a thing was dohe withoM' die ^^is^nt ^> co«iicifrreiiQe of ^^^^^^^ 
With whom HVthe ihdividuals hf the <2abildo^ tbis majodty^'df Whom* w<irtt* ihiw* 
pesui Spaniards, tonsulted; and, in bonfbrmity'wldi himi, dohvoked H'caA^Hak-m, 
the 2li2d c^ the same momh, at which !Aie prlndpfll inhaMtams assssted, 'In oom* 
pliahce with a citation made to that effect 

" To the proceedings of this d^, the Provisibnal Jiinta Of Go^emdicM *no# re%n« 
ihg iti those provinces owes its origin r it ms installed' le^iiitKely, and yhd^ die 
best auspices, for restoring tranquillity to the people, and for withdrawing them 
from that dangerous state into which they might at every step be thrown by the 
vicissitudes of the metropolis. Not a single instance of violence can be ibund to 
have taken place during that momentous crisis ; and the magistrates, under the old 
system, have had no reason to complain of any vexadon, except that of being 
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im 4iB«|pM» ,^at ikxmwitd itt^' 1 df^tqy ^^ftq^/^^^^ ^hi^h the agents of fieqpp. 
ikm a»4 «Oinnqtt>on c$m]4 npt t>nBlg ^iimM^es $o i^a^tftifw^ The p^ois of the 
^fidonaries f«9i|» the m^tfopolis/begaq to talks leffect ; tjh^ese iqea could no.t4a«)y 
flpndwcwnrl to regard 4s free iqea*. '^Vo« :^q hild .hivetg^re |)ieen slaves. Mcmte 
^^deo was the first tMn^'^bjc^ .r^\Mi^'tf>.smf9}im:to. ^e /eat^Mwhed ;iliiecatioi]|s : 
lpdsjimfi^«t9»ding.i^t th?. $rst Qcg^cM^s whi?h wst?. iijp^ifid for, s^quong 
ttie-iQM/SbnasMty (^ tlwtrpe^ple ^rith the Vf^nm of the ^pit^l, toqk ^ect f^r ^am 
ti«^»:yetiH^(heariji^i9fii|K)9P4ta.sub«equ^mt p^pod^ ^xwowcing the ipsit^Vi^^ 

j«t9 ;Mld;«ii!^ to jnwt t^. jthe.£Qstoi«l49P of ijbf^ y^sfi^y was tlie oi^y imsw ^ 

. "Die Government oF BueoOBAyres, ^bok^ew not^jag .<>£ the CQuncU of R^e^ 
gOBcy Utt by rfipOTtt Jiot baimg r^^ed official di^Mtcfaes to accredit its exist* 
mce» Md to juttifyjts iasudiptiw of t^ ng^is of soverdgaty, riefiised tp ac:^ 
IstHDwledg^it ittider (Ihr:pil9t^ these iafornalities ; or, at Ieast» jde^rred dowg 
«• liettt .^ey cqviA. aadsfactotily e^vme the dtle by which ^liat Cofoicil i^ 
pteMd itaidf Bfc t^imd Jo£ the Mtioi^ :9fter jropphatiiig th^ Cen^ Junta. And, 
Uideed, jf rwe.are'tOTr^andithe.matler with -dk dicctmspc^Q^ it i^ierits, tl^s re* 
ienre on the part of tdieiNelv Gorerooient cannot ib9 IdanMadj 'acur.jjs it st^angj?^ 
(hat^:aite.hayitig.;adnMedJ;wo re^ iti lhe.6(nw8$rof two y«ir^ ^ley shoiiM 
miiierfhMtaieiat ceocm^ for otherwt^.thMe'pigbt:h^^ hfien daqgerj 

that, ^F blindly ^nbridtdsigy first to ^dne and thn - to .aiiipther» th^y woi)ld be 
dciteno^ iltegtk.ta adutowikdge' the .<kteis (rf JMeph Buon^marte. . 
.;::On rjdie >side )oC J^nl». .the innovBtynis beheld iu> clearer a proqiect; Li* 
aieis had headodi tlie oppoaiticfa which was to :de9t4roy-their projects i but of all 
the inma jdttt: could be. coUetited ia the inlerior jH^dvinces^ only two «)^ aroaie^ 
tmoe fiMmiedy one : tinder thecommand of thatdiief, and another . in Poto^i, wid^r 
ibe orders of Mavhal Nieco* Both were completely beaten by a military. focce 
vhich the Junta o£ Buenos Ayres dispatched ^^ainst them, and the leaders in this 
disgraceful coatest iibr£aified their Urea fi>r their iSsh enterpriae. liaiersy C<«ich% 
Aliende, Rodr^uez» add Moreflo, were executed in the vicinity of G^tdoiis, piv* 
auant. to a fornialsentanoe Awarded against them as conspirat^ and Nieto^ Saiu^ 
9nd Josef de Cordova, were put to deadi m the principal s^re of Poiosi, mfk 
the public solemnity usual in such cases. 

To the north, the province of Paraguay had adopted the example of Monte- 
Video, and had also united with the opposition, through the advice of Vebsco the 
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governor : a force of five iniBdred men, under Geoeral'Bdgraao, waft 'sent .by 
die Junta in the month of October, 1810 ; but this interference was ci Hide eC- 
cacy, and the inhabitants p^^ted, without adhering to the new ayaiem, ^kitil 
the intrigues and imprudent measures of their own chiefs obliged them to cbai%e 
their sentiments. The Paraguayans seized Velasco, and seat him as a p ro se nt to 
the people of Buenos Ayres, in order to regain their firienddup. 

I am too much alive to the disasters of humanity, to enter into die details cf 
die dvil war and its attendant calamities, which ccmtkiue to afflict these unhappy 
provinces ; and it is horrible to reflect that, while in Europe, the blood of dmi 
continues to be shed in torrents, America presents the sad spectacle of mt eaime 
divifflons, in which her citizens are destroying eadi other through a lyfferaice CfC 
opinion concerning their own rights. The peninsula of Spain is strewn widi the 
bodies of her sons, who have sworn to Sfe in avenging the wrongs of their King, 
and in defending their liberty : these cololnes, from one esctrequty to the (Hher^ 
are burning with the most violent ardour, smd are disputing among . themselves on 
the great quesdon. Who is the representative of Ferduiaiid ; and what are die 
prerogatives which belong td thetn, as part of the state ? There, ^the French are 
the^ents c^^jiistice and desdlatton ; here deqx>iism, selfishness, and ignoiance^ 
are tetidihg to the* same. ends. ^Noulrds, if you wish that Providence should 
favour th^ issue 6f ybur contek with the Oppressor of Eum^ ; if you wish that 
the woHd should deem you capable of vindicatiag your rights, and securing tbem^ 
go not to the mofilensive plahis of the Rio deU Plata to. miBttain that oppxmbo 
which in your own country you detest ; pledge-not yowrsehes, ^lat the aifaittfary 
power and the tyranqy of your kmgs, which you yoursehes* acknowledge, shall 
pnevail eternally- in America ; employ not your strengthvin .perpetuasiBg those bar* 
barous laws^ which were dictated in the- ages of darkness ,fl(nd violence^ As youia 
W!^ the arm^ which^gave to the* crown of Spain tfatfiie im^hrtise pottessians, .let 
ftot their inhal^tants have to reproach you a seoood time with hayhig. enslaved 
them.. And ycro, Americans, conten^late the history . of naticMis,. and thenqs 
)eani hoW ye ought to conduct yourselves in, the perilous crisis in which ye standi 
Ijook oTk those* men, whom diflfereiice of opintoa has caused you to regard as 
enemies } they are your own brethren, tbeiosa of whom wcAild be sens&ly felt in agri« 
culture, in arts, in your domestic economy : avoid sheddii^ blood, which has 
already begun to stain the pages of youv history. I do not exhort you to rebellion, 
but to be firm and wise in the assertion and establishment of your, rights. 



I »'. ♦ 
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Before I took leave of Brazil, I was desirous of submitting to His Royal 
Highness some observations relative to his farm of Santa Cruz, in furtherance 
of the project I had the honour to propose to His Excellency the Conde 
de Linhares *, eighteen months before, for the better management of that 
fine tract of land. These observations, of which I here present to the reader 
an abstract, relate to two objects ; first, to the means of rendering the hxm a 
model of agricultural improvement for the planters of Brazil, and next, to the 
improvements by which its lands from their superior quality and their con* 
venient situation might serve, in part, to supply Rb de Janeiro with its'proi^ 
dotations, and might sustain a great number of excellent cattle to be fattened 
for the consumption of that city. I anddpated the fate of these ol^servatbhs 
before I wrote th»i; for practioe is widely different, from theory, particidarly 
to those who were never for a. moment engaged in considering such sub^ts^ 
and are certainly incapable of comprehending . them. To teach men modem 
agriculture, who have only lived to study dress and parade, would be an 
useless task ; for when principals are totally ignorant of what they undertake 
or superintend, th^y will have neither die power nor . the inclination to main- 
.tain it in credit, mu^h less, faring it to perfection. 

Thu& it is nHth Santa Cniz, the grounds of wldcji are superlatively better 
than any I ever saw in Brazil,, and highly calculated for experimental and 
general agriculture, liaving plains, Mils, rivek«, rivulets, and variedes of soil and 
cliibate. . ' , . . 

• Enclosures for the catde, to a considerable extent, ^ould be the first object of 
attendori. Next, a quantity of land, not less than 800 or xooo acres in situ* 
ations^ subject to irrigation, should be sown with artificial grasses, particularly 
those most congenial to it ; if this land were well managed, its produce might 
be cut at least four times a year. A peculiar mode of planting and of 
management would be necessary ; here the plough diould be employed instead of 
die hoe, and other methods resulting from sound practice should be resorted to. 



* It is to be obienred, that by the laws of Portugalf no persoD can address a letter or memonal 
of any kind to the Sovereign ; all representations must be made through the ministers. 
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As this would be a principal object, and would well reward the labour it occa- 
sioned, every possible attention should be paid to it Santa Cruz possesses in- 
exhaustible strata of shell-lime, and various manures in abundance. 

The quantity of land before-mentioned bang inclosed and planted, the next 
bbjeOC ^ouU be to select a proper number of young cams for miBdi^, which 
foif^ 'be aupoeoted in proportion ais more land was brought under artificial 
gkws; five or six hnndred would be suffidsnt for die commencement. The 
milnagemeBt of dbem would, 1 am aware, lequifie more ihsn common attendon, 
and in aiconcem on so 'great a stale, ^ome misfakes and disappcNntmems must 
necessarily occur. Thbir breed should be an btqect of peculiar care, and the 
best t>f both bfmdA shbuld be introduced ; die pasture of die cows should be 
fine firoita fymmg: oitle, horses or muks; 4hey should be treated wkh care 
and tendetness, land live in the strictest quiet. 

The meadows indosed ' for their pasture would be very insufficient in time 
of «Barc3ty ^die dr^ season), therefore the comk or places for milking die 
eowB ahould be well supplied iadth ghes, and to these places they would soon 
be actmstdmed io icome, to ibe miHced and fed. But such praedce will appear 
ijdibulous to i!he present .nndagera, who dunk it is right that cows should be 
kept fourteen hoifae'an a r|ien ^iridiout food before diey are mflkedy which ig 
e^rtaoily anatogoos 'to. the'ddn of starving them to make them &t. 

ilt is (impassible (to iitalcnlate; the quasitity c^: milk, buttei*, or cheese, whic^ 
might be obtained from five or six hundred pows, as^dnt would depend ott 
many lodd idnoumstances^^alBd a variety of experimenis would be required, to 
biiive at>any^degroe ofxcdunicy ; but suppose the above Qunid)er to give only 
fioollK of butter^r^week ; in £ngiind diey iifould ffm morf than double that 
quantity ; and here it is impossible to calculate what the difference would iie in a 
'^uantiily of ;gdws fod im tttifidal grasses, accustomed to be regularly milked, tod 
tvcated in a manner so superior to that now practised. The augmentadon pror 
iikictel>irottld exceed 'any statenosnt I durst gnre; for in various parts of Brazil, 
I have kriown covis even utider miserable treatment yield firom two to three 
|;allbns, and instances 6f this kind are not uncommon in the: season of abimdancet 
la EBgkmd, a tow in the vicinity of the metropolis maybe eftimated to leave a 
ftc6t of loL per annum.; in various parts of the country from 7I. to loL, accords 
ing to the locality. Here, although land and catde are dear, yet we find th» 
produce cheaper than in any part of Brazil. At Rio de Janeiro, good salt 
bmto* is worth from 3s. 6d, to 4s. per lb. ; and I have even known it to sell at 
nearly double that price ; therefore, it is fair to suppose, diat good fresh buttef 
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lirould wAl fot ii^ leaBf as mbich; Thufe m Br^oU^lMd ted €oM ue of. ttttle 
yalae, amd their produce is extravagaatfy dear* h their imlk notao gooda^ that 
oiiXLj ooluiitry in Europe ? Equally so. Does it not. yield as. much cream i As 
touch and aa good as I ever witnessied.. any where. Then is the beat of. the 
climate an obetacle? None» certainly » if proper convemences wcpre made... The 
winter in England is much more unfavourable for dairy operations . than- the .hot 
weather in Santa Gruz. Then it may be said, they give but little mi& :«^t is 
impossiUe that they shoiild gire more under «ich treatment* . But to .mtatfce this 
an object of profit, an entirely contrary system must be adopted, founds eta 
latbnal principles and pursued wiHi industry, and not the loffiipring of ignorance^ 
idleness and folly. Females ought alone to be empbyod. ia every thing, relative 
to the dairy and milking ; at present^ that and other .oper»t£Dns are pesformed^by 
the most, useful men on the estate. If good roads. weree Jnade» and a pnipef 
number of carts and draught cattle were provided^.coBOqparatively: few inen would 
be reqmred to dll the land, keep it in eultivadont take care of the ^ ons>i£sed 

oxen, &c. 

The next object would b^ a proper building for a. dairy, replete withaR the 
requisite utenals and conveniences *, and under the superintendwce of a. peraoil 
conversant with the business, whether in the form of aCommcndador or a. militiry 
officer it is of little importance. If he know his duty, he ought to, be without 
control, and depend upon his credit in whatever relates to it ; if he be ignorapt of 
his duty, why place him there ? A courder has very different views and habitf to 
a farmer, and no one would ever thmk of entrusting the management of. a.£uib 
to such a person. 

I did not introduce the ma^dng of cheese at Santa Cruz for reasons best known 
to myself. This branch of rural ooconomy, and that before mentioned, ane 
objects of importance, if prefic alone be considered;; btit. they are still moie s6^ 
as tiding to give an eaoonple to the whole empire. How worthy it would be of 
the greamess of the Sovereign to make his farm the school from which his snbf 
Jects might learn new modes of agriculture, the place to which intelligent strangers 
from all countries would be encouraged to resort, and to contribute useful m&r^ 
madon. Gomoni^ications might be opened- with the Cap^, Geykn^ India^aad 
other parts of the worlds from which the greatest benefits would result to the 
subjects as well as to the state. 



** For thiy porpove a central mtuatkni ttboiiM be choaen, wbere cefian could be formed of suf- 
ficient capacity, and every practicable meant osed to obtain a circubtion of air, and aa much a« 
poMible to exclude heat. 
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The next object i» liie fttteniiig of cattle for Rio de Janeiro^ a fUca vihete goloA 
meat can scarcely be said to be kmnm. Oxen of a certain ag;e ahoold be brought 
from the interior^ and tied up in proper feeding-houaes, as they vould be liable^ 
if turned loose, to get into the marshes and be lost T^^ or three hundred wonld 
be sufficient to be^ with ; they might cost, when brought to Santa Cruz, four 
or five milreis each, and would be fattened in three or four months, when they 
would' sell for eleven or twelve milreb each, more or' less. They would require 
ardfiml food niost convenient to the soil and cKmate, and a quamity of land under 
die best cultivation, to maintain thenu Nay, I think the feedii^ might be extend* 
ed, so as to sell two or three hundred monthly. It most be understood, that a 
variety of sheds for feedrng-hpuses are indiqtenaable. A farm (like Santa Cruz) 
without convfeniences is a mere waste of land ; for storeJiouses, and a|^topHate 
buildings of every description, are equally necessary as a dwellinguhouse. In the 
poor hovels occi]^ied by the worthy tenants of Santa Cruz, not the least attention 
has been paid to the erection of bams or other out-housos, for produce of every 
descripuon ; indeed, I again repeat that they are miserable dwellings, hateful to 
those who occupy them for want of comfort. If, by way of contrast, two neat 
fiutn-houses were to be built with every convenience, after the most approved Eng- 
lish plans, having certain portions of land allotted to diem, with good roads, and 
water brought if necessary, for the purpose of irrigation, they would be perfecdy 
adequate to pay a rent equal to' the interest of money laid out upon them ; and it 
is probable the experiment would be attended with the happiest consequences. 
Then would His ]K.oyal Highness soon find his rich lands adorned with beautiful 
villas, and the road from thence to Rio de Jaineiro would be covered with vehicles 
ccxiducting their produce to that market. But liberality so different firom die present 
narrow principles which direct the management of that estate, cannot be expected 
from diose who* strive all in their power to oppress the tenants instead of encourage 
Ing diem. These unhappy men, wearied by such grievaCnces, and seeing no pros* 
pect of amelioration, are daily leaving the estate under the conviction that no 
change can be for the worse ; and there is reason to fear that His Royal Highness 
will soon find his farm a desert. The pvobable result will be, that he will be per* 
suaded to consent to part ivitfa it ; and the same disingenuous practices will take 
place, which wrested from the Viceroy the only two sugar-mills on the e^ate* 
This hint may possibly be given too late ; for I have reason to suppose, that the fate 
of Santa -Cruz was decided before I Idt the country. If it is not too late, it may 
serve to frustrate the views of those who have ever coveted this princely domain. 
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qS hemp, for which 8ome faxto ef'tWnoh-pbdilt 0I Santa Qwfe areito-^dl <al* 
ctkb^^ ThJaif^tii^'iiidJgeMMiB to ^hot^iMten^ Md^- in cold .countiies, is pro- 
dfK)edr4m}y 4oriogi'th0.hot deasMK'TSe^ I aowediin kny garden gafis 

thomott B$ttismg^Vipfii0mBt£e9j and, in abc weeks after being mvm^ was dghfieen 
in^hes-b^;/ buttt was ^t^aimeiofisly ordered^ to be cufe down on my lea^g the 
estaleiv As^an eaccdlettt tabstitiice for this plants I may mention the 2doe, which 
gitowv spontaneonily in grdttiuxmiancey and mabes very good fencesi^ > From4l8 
fibrtt:! made aonie nvine) which I am persoaded -might thave been* manuiaetiirtd 
into .stnottg iod tumble cttans. 

. Thaie ia A gfeat extent of low land, for tibfr greater pact o£ the year a 
bog^>«n'fwhich^ma»y'Weak ctttleare daily-Aiflbcated ; .but^iimdmf theaKmagement 
of. a skSfol doiitier^ it n^^ praduoeianr. abundance i of fine gralBs;. The:Iafge 
fi9mB^'9Q favouriA>l€f.to the growth iifricet; are unoidttni^ is tnienpi0iE&-<of 

maidiinery^employ^ to take<die rud^ fimn that igniBi to. dean ooffise^ or t0 prepartf 
roaadJotai A multitudeof peraons ane empkyed in^ these operationai which are 
ettrandy iU conducted^ and are subject to every spedea dEpecnkitioili^ 
. The ming grounds or hiUs pfescnt large tract» fit forthe growth of coffee, cot« 
toa^ mandiocfty* and other piroduce. I haire.*notrtDuched^upon: aogar, because, at 
praMmtv^^Santa: Cruz has no mills; the beat bnda for die .grovdi of thatvardda 
weresodd, together with die mills,i some years lago.. , One of these, «tuated on a 
ritcrirdlfid Taguai,. is at.least.equal, if not superior^ to any> in the whol^ extent 
c^ America.' It wasbuikby an able engineer on die most sdentific princ^ks, and 
haa<two'setB of iK)Uers'andi twQ ranges of boilers. : The rollers are worked by one 
Mipleaipiight shaft mopped by a horizontal Iratec^heeL It is a most capttdous 
btiildiilg^ not less llian: seventy yards long: by about twenty-fwe wide, widia distill 
honaeiand prape]^.dryiDg4louse8 at die;£aurther end. . This- estsd)lishment, and the 
lands annexed to it, if worked to their, exte^ are capable of producing mons than 
a thousand tons aJtumaHy • 

. The indigo of this: country, ias I have before observed, is not good.; probably.a 
better kind itaight be procured from seed inrougfat from India; and no plac6 could 
be found so fovourable for. the experknent as the royal £mn. A largei field is here 
open for the introduction of cochineal, opium, tobaoco^ &c« which might be efieet^ 
ed without expence, and would probably yield some profit. 

The excellent strata of lime which are found on the estate, might be worked to 
great advantage, not only for the purposes of agriculture, but for building ; and 

z z 
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large quantities of it might be eebt to Rid de Jai^eira The brick*yai^ and tan- 
nery, if well conducted, would yield considerable profit. 

At Santa Crua, where it might be expected that superior management would 
be found, there is hardly a smgle department which would not be better conduct* 
ed if left to the care of the negroes themselves. No proviaon is made in the time 
of abundance to meet the season' of scarcity* Every tUlng s done without fore* 
dght ; and so great is the neglect, that when His Royal HBghness pays a viaN: to 
the farm, two or three hundred negroes are employed in cuttfaig grass for Ae 
twenty or thirty mules of His Royal Highness's equipage. This calls aloud ^ 
some mode of culture to prevent so grievous a misapplication of usefiit labour. ' 

I may here touch upon another pooit of no less importance than the ittnage- 
ment oiF the whole concern'. It is difficult to conceive, why wfaatevar rdates lb 
His RopI Highness, &ould be conducted widiout profit; and witti the most im« 
serable meanness. The gob&e^ of the Prince' is admowledged by aiH his subr 
jects, and his desire to promote human happiness is equalled only hffik grtetness 
of mind. Tet among tho^ whb msubge his pmite concerns, there Is im inactiM 
and a tyrannical narrowness without^ eitiU(n{rfe. Tiiis 'establishment. Which ought 
to be governed as private property; suppom a tr^ of Inteadants,' tnajors, admi* 
nistrators, alms-sherifis, secretaries, clerlks, 'serjeanis, cpr|k)rals, soldiers^ and mes^ 
sengers without number, who giv^ it more the appearance of one of the old'Ger« 
man prindpalideb, than of i rural farm.. With all this ostentation, diere is not 
even a shadow of that liberality which should attend it. The good tenant wlib 
comes leagues: to pay his rdit, wet and fatigued/ is never 'invitl^ th talce any re- 
freshment ; to the weary traveller no door is open ; nddier for love nor money 
can he procure a hospitable slifed,^ and he is obliged to siek sonie cottage or 'vend 
that will administer to his necessideis. In fact, thioiTgh the conduct' of His Ma- 
jesty^s servants,' the miseiy of Santa Cruz has become proverliial, and, like' a 
' haunted house, it is detested and avoided by all who know it 

Such is the preisent state of the royal farm, and such the conduct of those who 
are appointed to manage it ; and, although an Englishman of talents, as I am in* 
formed, has been placed there, yet I venture to predict that he will leave it in 
disgust, and will prefer to live m any remote part, rather than submit to the 
vexadons to which he will there be exposed. ' 
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APPENDIX, (C.) 

. bi page 260 of this work^ I have stated, that it was my intention to enquire 
into, fmd to make some observations on the present regulations relative to diamonds. 
^Theae beautiful gems have been found in such abundance in Brazil, as to supply 
not only Eufiope, but Asia ; as those of India were scarce, and frequently with- 
heldi from sale, diamonds from Brazil were sent thither, and usurped their name. 
^equesdoD we are at present about to examine is, bow far it would be consistent with 
the intereiit of the Pottuguese Govemmenii, tq permit the searching for diamonds, in 
the same way as for gold, under peculiar laws. The monopoly is ineffectual, faie> 
Oli^se the diamonds are foutad in so. many parts widely distant from each other, that 
it is impo$8ihle to prevent the searching for them clandestinely. The attempt to 
preaervjs grounds known to contain these, grais, by fonning a dist;icain6nto, has 
a^rar produced any good eflfect ; and it is by no means improbable, that the best 
t^ those (supposed) preserved lands are already worked, therefore the soldiers 2jce 
guarding the.chest after the treasure has been taken away. How many places might 
b0 mentioned out of the district of Cerro do Frio, where troops of negroes daily 
work ! ; It hos. been stated, that Government probably receive little more than a 
moiety of the gems found at thar expence ; if so, it is certainly time to abandon 
$o,bi|d a ttade^ .or change the system altogether. Is it the interest of Brazil to 
kieep her sons in continual torture, and fear respecting these precious gifts, which 
^, bounteous hand of Providence has placed there ? But this mcmopoly is in a 
£ur way to destroy itself, and must, of course, soon give way from necessity, for 
tb^e ai!e npt at this moment purchasers for the treasury diamonds ; they may re* 
main ye$ur after year, until the interest outvalues the capital. How happens it, 
that diamonds, in the hands pf individuals, meet a ready sale ? First, Because 
they are better stones, and are offered in quantides more convenient for thie pur* 
chasers : Secondly, They are fi*equently bought at a less price than that paid by 
Government for those procured from their own establishments. If they were sub* 
ject to pay a fifth. Government would have such power as to enable them to com* 
mand the market ; and if they should become cheaper in £urope, the demand for 
diem would become more general, therefore their price would not be likely to fall in 
Brazil i and, even if it did, is it not the blindest policy for the court to put such 
a yok^ round the neck of her excellent subjects, who venture their lives in track* 
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less deserts searching for mines, and exposing themselves to every danger i Would 
it have been possible for Portugal to colonize Brazil if there had been no gold mines^ 
to attract adventurers ? To deny men the treasures with which nature has enriched 
the country, is to oppose one great check to its population } for the example of one 
' adventurer becoming rich, would be the means of inducing hundreds to follow 
faiin* UndeR Uie present system ^ there is so great a stni^le betiMeen the^t^nptap 
tionofibecQcniiig^auddenly rich, and the fear of being rumed bydeteotBOtt^tfaat 
whe^i a man 6nds a diamond by accident, he knows not whedier to appvopriate it, 
or to surrender it to.tbej6o?einmeni; ; even ifr the latter case^ he ba? little prospect 
of reward,:and runs thexisk of being aocnsed as a smuggler. lasrayWfft hovisbeen 
knownof men who have thrown away thftxliamflndsthqR?hayeaccad»ta%lbi>nd % 
ratbev than involve t&cmselTes in :vuip', tQiSkertbyvkeepingiiibc^ or deliverii^^CQl 
to 'UOvemment. 

It . haa< before* :been> shewn, that Ckyvefnaicnt'' acewthe igreatest |^aiMrs> by die 
5^<a«yii»Ay wluch are sold cfattdesdoieky ; and if indtvidu^b were allowed tp trade 
in them, thestate wouM undojAbtedly be^beiiefited 'by it^ For it is certain^' diat a 
Braizilian £gurm^ or mfl|iev would prefer necessaries,' iiuch as i(on atensil% cbdi^ 
ing/ &Cr I which addto his; comforts^ and ' cooveniences of life^ to ftflkle^ of ideal 
valoe^ which fin lea^ty have^come int» hi» handa ^probably widiout diffioikyot 
ipipience. Thiis the peasantry would draw valuable' produce* from other ooontries 
tniexchange for what' cost them cQmpamtively ^notfaing^ and, byeflfiiching-ikididh 
selves, 'would iaugmentitli^ rev^raei of '.the'8tate% 

' If.\thei diamonds were made liable tor, pdy a;^ififtl;j either ia kind -or^'itt valhie,, jl 
is pirebable thai tfaerp would be ilesfsmugglmg ; and that pracdce might be siifi 
more'r^cttrained^i by something like thefollowmgiegvilationt every person fisi&^ 
dian)^ds>diouki be obhged to register them; also^ to lake out lacerlifitate atitho* 
rising him^ b ^diBpose of them in whatever manner he thindos propen ft wonM 
iDcrtainly add/td their importance, to 4nake them subject to a smillduty t^ on be^ 
iag lawfully transferred from the buyer to the seller, by which means they woold 
conie into ^immediate iirculation and represent ' resd property : thus, after yieldkig 
a pDofi^ to each person ; thrduglt whqse lupids they pass^, they would ' finally be 
exported ; fand, as lengascfiamonds continued «i ardcle of dtstinccion, onuunent. 



•^ Formerly*' if any% dismondt were foaad in a gold-waihingt the owner ^riis obliged to deiistiroai 
working it^ and the ground was appropriated by goTemment. Th^a law. it now no ledger in. force* 
*' f It 18 reasonable to suppose* that few persons would hazard the penalty incurred by d^ing ia 
dfamonds'claiidetuiielyi when, fay paying^a drnty, they-cottUtbfing*thel&'fiit4y into dncnlition. 



( S67 ) 






and «lfg9ii^» Braail would, lay undet tribute ^everjp lonrt on' the JOfffii 
vorld* 

.^ The Dut^ ^ifete>ardul. enough itopoisdn the ean :of the mjnistefs :of Forlugal 
against th^ {proposal of making diamonds a £tee tiade^ and assisted.in die per- 
aecjitions againtt those unfortunate sufferers who were detected in possopsing'tfaem; 
but surely that naiTow;-nunded and self-interested policy is bow done 48way with ; 
nor would it be credited in modem history, that the Government of Brazil^ for 
a trivial, pecuniary profit, should be the .dupes of dheir own ibanl^ and a few 
interested strangers. 

t • • • A • 

Brantbes of the Revenue* 

. . The iollowing is a statement of the. various btaaches of the ref«fiue ^.of Brazil, 
which is perhaps unequalled by that of any oAer countryicoasisting crf^th^ sarnie 
popuhdoa:**^ 

1. A fifth upon all the gold obtained in any and every part of Brazil, 

2. A iluty of fifteen per cent^ upon all merohaadizp- entered at the Custonu 
house and imported^ excq>t what is impcnrted in PartiigMse ^ps^ wMcfa pays 
something less. 

3^ A small tax upon:exports« 
-^^ 4* ^ythfis, or.^enipet Qent upoa tfaeprodoetions of)=the land^ : Hiis-feanch of 
revenue yields a large income to the state, to whichit' has belonged ^sbcef the first 
settlement of the colony, when the reigning Sovjsreign, by «omract^l^ Ho- 

liness, agreed to. pay the salaries of ;th6 olergy^' in ordeii 'toondiicet dvem to^ go to 
that remote and uncivilized country. It is also claimed by the state' in^ virtue of 
the order of Christ, of which the monarchs of Portugal are grand-masters. It is 
^portioned into, distinct districts, each of which is either contracted, for, or put.w) 
at auction separately in the treasury under such arrangements as to be allotted to 
those who have most interest. The several renters collect it by ascertaining the 
iMunbfer of .negroes upon every estate^ oc possessed ibyievei7{^howe«keeper, and 
agree to recrive a tiert^ rate per headiiiistead of takmg kai^ Jdndi The amo»k 
for which the various tythes ace.soU it iSviiotieasylacalctilatei^lMitiit must be-very 
loonsideiable. I am almost ceiMdnKehatf the tytbesof c|(jo Grande lafcme were sold 
Jbr tea thousand pounds per ^nnani jR2rj>lhi^ yeais ** . .I&.Ba|ua^ and other f lacee. 
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* Thia revenw ariaet frQm hides, which arc subject to this doty. 
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nrhete sugar and cotton are taken in tythe, the amount must be enormous. The 
contractors derive great emoluments from these imposts ; in one of the smallest dis- 
tricts, Canta Gallo, the population of which is less than any other in proportion 
to its eaEtent, . the profits woe calculated to yield above 600L per annum. 

5* bidulgencesy which are di^x^sed of under the same regulations as the tythes^ 
the contractor of the (fistrict appomting agents in every parish to selt them for 

hinu 

, 6. A duty upon every thing that enters the mimng district, idiich is paid on pasdng 
the register of Matthias Barbosa, or on crossing the Paraibuna. This tax is about 
dx shillings the arroba, or somewhat more than twopence per lb. for all commo- 
dities indiscriminately. New n^roes pay ten milreis each. Oxen going to Rio 
de Janeiro pay two milreis per head. 

A considerable sum arises ftom the tolls psdd on passing the various rivers. 
Two milreis for each.mule, unless with cargo. 

A new tax of five rds per lb. has been imposed on all butcher's meat sold In 
the principal towns. ^ 

Spirituous liquors tranqx)rted to Rio de Janeiro pay ten dollars per p^. • 

A new tax has been laid upon the rents of houses, which is levidd very ia- 

* -• 

vourably. 

The gold dust that was permitted to circulate in die mines has been called-in, 
ghd paper-money peculiar to the district has been issued, to the amount of a hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterfing^' 

. A considerable sum has been produced by the staniping of dollars^ whidi were 
received at seven hundred and fifty rds, and re-issued, after being stamped, at 
pine hundred* 



Vkw cf the State of Society among the Middling CJasjei^ en^loyed in Mimng and 

Agriculture. 

Wq sire naturally led to iriiagine, that^ in a country where mines of gold and 
ctiamonds ^are founds -the riches of the inhabitant) must be immense, aiui thdr 
conditson mostenviaUe;. thePtatuglueee themselves, who reside in the mining 
districts, encobrage di^ suji^position ; and whenev^ they go to Rio de Janefto, "do 
not fail to make all possible shew and parade. But let us view them ih^e ctotre 
of their wealth ; and as a fair criterion of the middling classes of society, let us 
select a man possessing a property of fifty or sixty negroes, with datas of gold 
piines, and (hfe necessary utensils for working them. The negroes alone are worth, 

9 
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at^ low valua^n of ico qulreis each, a sum cM]tial to I9260L or 195061. sterlmg ; 
ihe€l0Uu and utensils, though of value, need not be taken into the account* Sup* 
pose this man to be married, and to have a family : What is the state^of their 
domesdc concerns, their ^^jeueral wa^ of life ? ),May I be allowed to describe them 
in the language which trutli dictates, wid^out exaggeradon or extenuation* , Their 
dwelling scarcely merits the name of a house ; it is the most wretched hovel that 
imagination can describe, consisting of a few apartments built up to each other 
witfaoiit .regularity ; ,the. walls wicker-work, filled up with mud ; a hole left for a 
frame serves as a window, or ai miserable door answers that purpose. The cracks 
in the mud are rarely filled up ; and in very few instances only have I seen a hoiisie 
repaired* The floors are of day, moist in itself, and rendered more disagreeable 
by the filth of its inhabitants, with whom the pigs not unfrequehdy diqiute. the 
right of possession. . Some ranchos, it is true, are built upon piles ; and under* 
neath are the. stables, &c. ; these are certainly a littfe superbr to the 'former. 
-They are built so from necessity, where the ground is uneven or swsunpy ; but it 
may be easily conceived, that the disagreeable effects produced by want of clean- 
liness, must in these instances be increased by the effluvia from the animals under* 
neath, which I have frequently foimd intolerable. 

The furniture of the house is such as might be expected firom the description 
above given. The beds ar^Tirery coarse cotton cases, filled with dry grass, or the 
leaves t^ Indian com. There are seldom more than two in a house ; for the ser- 
vants generally sleep upon mats, or dried hides laid on the floor. .The furniture 
.'ccmsisis of one or two chairs, a few stools and benches, one table, or perhaps 
two, a few coffee-cupfi and a coffee-pot of silver ; a silver drinking cup, and, in 
some instances, a silver wash^-hand bason, which, when strangers are present, is 
handed round with great ostentation, and forms a striking contrast to the rest of 
.die utensils. 

The general diet of die family conrists of' the same articles which have already 
been particularized in treating of St. Piaul's. The only beverage is water ; and 
pothing can be more frugal than the whole economy .of the table. So intent is the 
.owner in employing his slaves solely in employments direcdy lucrative, that the 
garden, on which almost the entire subsistence of the family depends, is kept in 
the most miserable disorder. 

In the a;'ticle of dress, they do not appear more extravagant than in that of 
food. The children are generally naked ; the youths go without shoes, in an old 
jacket, and cotton trowsers ; the men in an old capote or mande wrapped 
around them, and wooden clogs, except when they go from home ; and, on those 
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doitttetic ^attiRr^'^QS ^tfae -gaudy buttdrfty does to the dirysalb fromtwhidi it 
flpnbgk ' 

It 1 might <)e'^i^)eet^ that however penunously the genefal ooooecDa ef tbs 
fiuflSIy were '<:oiidiicted^' at -least '«ome -d^ree 'of atteodoii' and e^ifsqcel wouU 
ber!befatowedfon^epiiress of the females; for' the test of cinU^ation-amo^gall 
naf&msris theiregar<f paid to the fair sejs, on whom the happdiiess of /dompesdc life 
depehdii* ! Tet the generail poverty and meaimess of their atthre is isadi^y that Aigj 
rdnctandy appear befotoe any one, except the individoals of tiymr town idsnUj*^ 

In ahcNrt, in all ibUsi departments of dosiesdc econdmy, which to diei^middle 
claisses'nfothOTciviKzed nations are d>jeGtsof expeoce^ the Brazilians ^exerciae:ibe 
most rigid parsimony. At first, I was indined to attribute this diqxisitfon ito a 
lovlerof teoneyi^'whirir proh^ed ihem' to av«»id all exitcavagance ; but, on closer 
obtemdon; I was smyrisedm iind that it originated in necessity. They generally 
runrflk debtriforthe^few^aisictesNiiey'have^ to purchase, and sometimes find it diflSU 
cdc!to Imaintain Aeir Bcgreesg If they purchase a muk, it is at one or two j&aaf 
CfUki -and^' r of "course^ '^ at d6i3>le its ordinary pjrieel 

In fuch a family as that above' defcribed, thcl s^ns^ as ini^'be expectedrare 
brbi^fatiip sn idlen^i; thc^rare inerely taught to read^and write ;. rarely do they 
attend to ^dxe vminrng/ deptdtmeat) tbey leam na trade, nor are they instructfal 
inany^ustful employment | 'foil a miner, perhaps an ensign* or^ai lieutenant of 
tailifeiB^ 'Voiifd think .it a disj^radeito jputihis son 'apprentice tOt a mechanic^ 
£iippeee^the Either of thift fiufaily^to die when the sons have just ;ittaiiied the ' 
i^e' of puberty. They are now for the first time obliged to think <xf provid* 
-i^g .fer Aemseives<rr Educated' in poverty and pride^ they have learned to 
ddokTall Dccupatkme senrile,(and their own is generally' so : pdcar. as to . be 
hat^l to them. If they agree, not to divide the negroes, it generally happens 
that fchey* run' ihfor.dcfct^' and coadhue in wretchedness; if they .divide .them, \ 
reach: takes his coura^: ahd^advetatur^ for himself, and in 'a shdrb time, .they 
'arB generally obUgM to part with their slaves, and esost in indigieiioe.^ Every 
uisefiid! pursuit and^ every comfort is neglected for tiie ^sake of Peeking hidden 
.treasures which very '.rarely iare found, ztxd vi^ch when foulul are as. rarely 

employed to advantage, but rather serve to increase ithf idleness of the 

,,» » .... 

.owneiB.i 

Few^hrery fe«^ of die numeroua class* of tnmers fh>m which die above insfance 

is adeeced are rich^ iew are even comfortable; bow wretchsd^ then muatf jibe 
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the state of thoae who possess only eight or ten negroes, or whose i»ropertj 
does not exceed three or four hundred pounds. 

Thus situated in one of the finest climates in the world, with rich lands full 
of the finest timber, abounding in rivulets and water-£dls in every direction, 
containing, besides precious minerals, iron ores, and almost every other useful 
product, the inhabitants of Bra2nl, though secured from absolute want, remain in 
indigence. It is true, the miner procures his gold by great labour, but this need 
not preclude him firoiii improving his domestic condition. W^ e his hovel con- 
verted into a house, his slaves better fed and lodged, and his family better prd^ed 
for, his whole affairs would receive a n^w impulse, and every part of his property 
would become doubly productive. 

. Negroes employed as Messengers. 

One description of men whom I have omitted to mention before, are negroes 
employed as messengers by the various chiefs in the Gapttania of Minas Geraes. 
The men selected for this employment are the most trusty and able-bodied that 
can be found. Their letters are locked up in a leathern bag, which they buckle 
round them, and never take off until . they deliver its contents. They carry a 
a gun and ammunition with them to defend themselves, as well as to provide them* 
selves with food. Wherever they halt, they are sure of a kind and fiiendly recep- 
tion, for nothing can exceed the cordiality with which the negroes welcome each 
other. These men arQ trusted on very important missions, and ape dispatched to 
every part of the Capitania. On urgent occasions, some of them have performed 
journeys with astonishing cekrity. I was most credibly informed, that one of 
them had been known to travel seven hundred miles on a mountainous road in 
axteen days, though that distance usually occupies twenty or twenty-one days. 
The men are geneirally tall, and of spare habit ; they are accustomed to light food 
and long abstinence. 

• 

Diseases peiculiar to the Country. 

Of diseases I did not hear of any that were contagious, except Psora, which 
sometimes prevails among the lower orders, who rarely .use any remedy against it, 
nor will they hear of sulphur, as they believe it to be fats^. Colds, attended with 
fever, are the most general complaints ; but consumptions are rarely heard of. 
Among the miners, I saw no symptoms of elephantiasis, though that disease is so 
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ooBunon in many other parts of Brasfl, paxticulacly on the sea^coast. The aciatia 
which afilicts travellers after long jpumeys on mules, is attributed by the people of 
the country to the bodily heat of those animals, which is much greater thaa that 
of horses^ and. communicates to the loins of the rider, occasioning almost constant 
excruciating pain^ which frequently becomes chronic, and sometimes incurable. 
Being, on my return from the diamond district, much tormented with tlus conb- 
plaint, I was naturally led to make inquiries on the subject, and was informed, 
that a person in the house where I then resided, had returned from a long journey* 
in the .same predicament, and was about to undergo the mode of cure commonly 
practised in the country* I was^ desirous of inquiring the nature of it, and begged 
to be introduced to him. On conversing with him, I fouiid that Us symptoms 
were similar to mine ; he complained of great pain in the os sacrum, and down 
the left thigh to the knee, which afflicted him most when in bed, where he could 
not bear to lie in any posture for half an hour together, but was obliged to rise 
and wait until the warmth occasioned by the bed was abated, when he Uy doivn 
zg^» Th^ he could get no sleep night or day. On asking if he had tried my- 
external application as a stimulus, he i:eplied».tbat neither that nor any. other 
remedy wa& of the smallest avail, except the one peculiar to the country. Tine 
operation w;^ as follows : — ^The patient lay down on a bench with his back up^t 
wards, and a.youth, twelve or fourteen years of age, knelt upon his loins, and 
continued to trample them (as it were) with his knees for about the space of half 
an hour^ apparently reducing the muscles almost to a jelly. In a few hours after- 
wards, the part became highly discoloured, and had the appearance of being vecy 
mui:h bruised. If one operation had not the desired effect, another, and even a 
third, wQuld be had recourse to. It must be confessed, that this remedy^ in 
removing one evil, occasions another ; but the advantage is, that the latter is of 
short duration, whereas the fcHmer endures sometimes for life, and gives continual 
affliction. In some cases it has been applied with success, but, in others, it ha; 
entirely failed. 

On the Use of Mercury in the Mining Department. 

The Government of Brazil would find it highly to their interest to promote the 
use of mercury in the gold district. The process of amalgamation is so simple^ 
that there would be no difficulty in introducing it g^erally among the miners f 
and it would save much time and labour in the last operation of washing, or what 
is <:alled purifying. It is possible, also, that by the application of muriate of soda^ 
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^ome fiihrer might be imo4eptA in mtiBtto iii al ooriss, also ta pyrkes which acc6mf> 
panics gold. 

Perhaps it may not be improper, in this-place, to describe the method pursued 
m working the silver mines on the coatt t)f CMi, which may be estimated to produce 
about a million of dollars annually. Some of these mines are full fifty yards de^p ; 
and we are told of one neariy -as many f athttns* It is probable that they are sunk 
l^en the van; and they are so ill secured, that they fi^uently fill, and bury 
those within them* The ore, a sbiphfuret of silver wkh antimony, lead, and 
blende, is brought up on the tibcnilders of wretched Indians, who descend and 
ascend by insecure pdsts with notches cU^ in them. They are total strangers to 
(Reoperations of boring and blseting, and use only miserable hammers and wedges. 
The gang with the ore i$, in some places, reduced by means of a large stone, fll- 
constructed, not unlike a bark*mill ; in others, it is reduced by hand, and^ when 
sufficiently fine, it is washed by several operations in a slovenly manner, until the 
metallic part alone remains, which is not unlike lead ore dust in appearance. This 
is formed into small heaps, perhaps about 100 lb. in weight, to each of which are 
added about 20 or 25 lb. of muriate of soda. This is triturated and worked both 
by hands and feet for three or four days. When the soda is judged to be suffi- 
ciently incorporated with the metal, mercury is used in the proportion of five to 
ten per cent., and is triturated until it loses its globular form ; to prove which, a 
small bit is rubbed upon a horn, or upon the thumb-nail, and if any globules 
appear, however minute, the trituration is continued until they totally disappear *• 
To this mixture the workmen frequently add filth, rags, &c. place crosses upon 
the heaps, and use many ridiculous ceremonies dictated by folly and a belief in 
necromancy. At length the mercury unites itself to the silver, and forms with it 
a paste-like mass, separating itself from the remainder, which is thrown away. 
This mass is put into goat-skins, and, by twisting and squeezing, a great part of 
the mercury passes through. The remainder is sublimed by heat, and is condensed 
with more or less loss, according to the mode applied, and the skill of the operator. 
The little gold which is procured in some of the mines on this* coast undergoes a 
similar process } afterwards, the remainder is melted and assayed. 

In this part of Chili, the state of society is wretched ; gambling is a general 
vice, and murder is scarcely deemed a crime. The greatest depredations are com- 
mitted with impunity, nor do the crosses placed on the heaps protect them from 



* It would be interesting to enquire, in what manner the salt acts upon the ore containing silver, 
for without it the mercury has no effect. 
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plunderers ; so that, when a mine proves good, the hopes of the proprietor are 
often frustrated through the poverty and envy of his neighbours. 

The copper mines of Guasco, Copiapo, and Coquhnbo, are wretchedly worked, 
nor would it perhaps be safe to introduce other methods. The copper is smelted 
in a hearth with bellows and wood ; and if, when it is run into cakes, it has the 
appearance of copper, they do not smelt it again, but if it is so covered and inter- 
mixed with slag, as not to be known, it is broken up and undergoes a second 
smelting, when not unfrequently slag is placed so as to be in the centre. These, 
and other deceptions, have brought the trade into great discredit. The copper is 
sold from eight to eleven dollars per 1 04 lb. It is considered a poor trade, though 
the Spaniards always think the Chilian copper, and even the timber which serves 
for fuel, to be full of gold. 
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MXPLJNATION of the Plate cf Crystals rf Diamond^ To^as^ and ToumaHm. 

Diamond. 

Fig. I. — Primitive crystal, a regular octaedron, from which all the other forms 

may be conceived to be derived. 
Fig. 2. — Octaedron with edges replaced by four £ices, two and two making such 
obtuse angles at ^ ^i, as sometimes to be scarcely perceptible ; and then it passes 
into Fig. 3., when the faces become so broad as to meet in the point by forming 
a three-sided pyramid on each face of the primitive crystal. 
Fig. 4.-— When the angles at a a^ Fig. 2., are decidedly marked, and the laces 
meet, as at ^, Fig. 3., a pyramid of six £ices is formed on each plane of the 
primitive crystal 
Fig. 5* — ^If the edges of the primitive crystal be rq>laced by planes a a^ 2Xl octo- 

dodecaedron, or solid of twenty faces, will be formed. 
Fig. 6. — ^If the planes a a of Fig. 5. be conceived to meet, as at ^, a rhomboidal 

dodecae'dron will be formed. 
Fig. 7. and 8.— If the planes a a a of Fig. 6. be conceived to be extended as in 
Fig. 7., or contracted as in Fig. 8., they may be con^dered as six-sided prisms, 
terminated by three-sided pyramids, in which the terminal planes are set alter- 
nately on the edges ^, </, of the prism. 
Fig. 9. — Sometimes the faces a a axA Fig. 6. are divided in the direction of the 

shorter diagonal, as shown in this figure. 
Fig. 1 o. — If the edges and the solid angles of the primitive crystal be replaced by 
planes, the crystal (Fig. i o.) will be produced ; and if the edges be very slightly 
and the angles very deeply truncated, a cube will be formed. This latter is 
one of the rarest forms of the diamond. 
Fig. II. — ^ff Fig. I. be conceived to be divided parallel to two of the opposite 
faces of the octaedron, and through the middle of the crystal, and one of the 
segments be turned a sixth part round, the form, Fig. 1 1., will be produced. 
The dotted lines in the first six Figures, shew the position of the nucleus or pri- 
mitive crystal. 
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TapOK. 

Fig. I.—* A right rhomboidal prism \rith angles of 124* a 2' and 55"* 38^ 

Fig. 2. — ^An eight-sided prism terminated at each end by a four-sided pyramid. 

Fig. 3. — A similar prism terminated at each end by two broad and four smaller 

planes. 
Fig. 4.— A similar (irism temmated at each end by two broad atad fiVe ^malkr 

planes. 

Tourmaline* 

Fig. f .-^^The primitive crystal, an obtuse rhomboid. 

Fig. 2.-»A nise^ded prism, terminstted at one end by sbc phae^ and at the other 

by three. 
Fig. 3. — Shews the Idwer -end* of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4«— ^A iHne^cd prioai terminated at each end by six irfanes, the broader and 
. narrower of which are set alternately on the edges and sides. 

Fig. 5. — ^The lower end of Fig. 4. 
The ends A A of Figs. 2. Mid 4. are the seals of die ^itreovsor positive, and B B 
of the resinous or negative ^ekotrieity, when the crystals are'geitdy heated. 



THE END. 
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MINERALOGY. 

The study of this useful science has been much retarded by the difficulty of 
obtaining a Collection, and the high prices generally asked for peculiar Specimens. 
With a view to obviate this, Mr. Ma we has been induced to form Portable Col- 
lecdons, classed and ' arranged, with a Catalogue, at Twelve Guineas ; larger 
Cabinets, containing two hundred and fifty Specimens, at Fifteen Guineas ; others, 
containing upwards of three hundred Varieties, Twenty Guineas. CoIlecdons> 
consisting of five 4iundred larger and fine Specimens (without Cabinet) Fifty 
Guineas. . 

Any Specimens may be exchanged, if required ; and the Collection may be 
formed peculiarly rich in any given Class. 

Large, elegant and rare Minerals at reduced prices. Precious Stones, Minerals 
and Sheik, purchased. 

A great Variety of elegant Vases formed and enriched after the Andque. 
At No. 149, Strand J Three Doors West from Somerset-Aouse. 
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